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Region 43 700 MHz Regional Planning Committee  

Monthly Meeting Minutes 
May 28, 2025 

Hybrid Online ZOOM and In-Person Sno911 (Everett) 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/partners/region43/700MHz.htm 

 

Chair (700/800): Tim McDowell/Debra Davis Vice Chair (700/800): Spencer Bahner/Howard Tucker 

Attendees:  
On the Phone: Tim McDowell (WSDOT), Spencer Bahner (City of Seattle), Tony Minor (King County), 
Sean Douglas (PSERN), Mike Worden (Okanagan), Hank Krajewski (King County), Chris Welch (DOC) 
In-person: Mike Norin (ADCOMM), Paul Roos (Stantec), Howard Tucker (Sno911), Scott Peabody 
(Kitsap 911) 
 

Agenda Items:   

1. Introductions, including those calling in 

2. Agenda Modifications 

3. Meeting Minute Review and Approval 

4. Applications  

5. Subcommittee reports and updates 

a. NRPC  

6. Good of the Order 

7. Next Meeting 

8. Adjourn 

Call to Order/Introductions:  

• Meeting called to order at 10:01AM 

• Introductions were conducted in person and online.  Attendees noted above. 

Review of Agenda: 

• No modifications proposed 

Previous Meeting Minutes Review and Approval:  

• April 2023 (700/800 MHz) meeting minutes presented and reviewed by the group. 

Motion: Scott P motioned to approve without modification 
Second: Spencer 
Discussion: None 
Vote: Approved 
 

Applications:  

• Reviewed admin updates 

o Simple corrections for existing WSDOT licenses 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/partners/region43/700MHz.htm
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Subcommittee/Reports 

• NRPC Update: 

o National APCO review 
o No more federal funding for travel to APCO 

• 700 MHz low power channel use discussion and guidance 
o Statewide WSDOT channels licensed former adjacent 
o Intent is to have simplex channels available in 700 MHz 
o Have a requirement for simplex channels for multiple use: 

▪ LE – tactical 
▪ Fire tactical, and vehicular repeater 
▪ Utilities (SPU and SCL) – ‘tactical’ use 
▪ Other general government 
▪ Special events (Seafair, parades, 4th of July, etc) 

o Other channels currently being used for these purposes (Stateops, IOps, etc) 
▪ Generally intended for interop 

o Mode of use (simplex and repeater) 
▪ Mobiles would be powered down to maintain power limits 
▪ Itinerate channels are specifically allocated for mobiles/portables 
▪ May be able to use Regional allocated channels on FB2s but not on itinerates 
▪ Also note that these Motorola radios do not allow for subscribers to receive on the mobile 

transmit side 
o Can we use 800 MHz adjacent for this purpose 

▪ King County licensed several of these channels for various purposes. Can’t use these same 
channels if the area of operations are the same. 

o Area of operation citywide, countywide, and/or statewide 
o Possible strategies  

▪ Anarchy 
▪ Structured 
▪ Fully assigned (simplex is not protected, would need FB2) 

o Tim McDowell:  
▪ Suggest having some sort of structure to simplex channels.  
▪ This would be another tool in the toolbox and not necessarily a requirement and not tied to 

give backs. 
o Recommend communicating the strategy for  
o Spencer – What are the right channels to use for vehicular repeaters? 

▪ Should not use the same band 
▪ Need to review this issue and confirm 

o City of Seattle is seeking guidance to allow for the application of low power simplex 700 MHz 
channels as MO, FB2T as reviewed and discussed. 

Good of the Order 

1. Succession planning 
o Tim has been working on succession planning at DOT 

o How do we get other agencies that have not been participating 

o Need to update the regional plans (700/800 MHz) 

 

Next Meeting  
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• June 25, 2025 

• Instructions at region43.org 

Adjournment 

• Adjourned at 11:44 
Motion: Spencer 
Second: Howard 
Discussion: None 
Vote: Approved, motion carried no objections 

https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/partners/region43/700MHz.htm

