
 

 

 

The Interstate Bridge  

was built in 1917 

with Railroad Tracks  

for Transit and Freight service 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trolley Wire for Electric Trains 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three rails for running narrow gage Trolley 

Cars and standard gage for Interurban  

Streetcars and freight trains 

 

 

 

 

 
Submitted by David L. Rowe 

8817 NE 275
th

 St 

Battle Ground, Washington 98604 

360-687-9178 

E-mail: dlrowe3162@aol.com 



My name is David L. Rowe,  I live in Battle Ground. 
 

I retired from Tri-Met after thirty years of observing how public transportation benefits 

the taxpayers of Oregon. 
 

I am here today to give you facts on why rail service should be included in the Columbia 

River Crossing solution. 
 

The Amtrak Cascades ranks among the top Amtrak rail lines in the United States. This 

Railroad runs from Eugene, Oregon to Vancouver, British Columbia, following the I-5 

Corridor. In 2005 the passenger count increased 5.6 percent to 636,892 passengers. 
 

The American Public Transportation Association (APTA) reports 9.7 billion transit trips 

were made in the United States during the year 2005. This was a 100 million ride 

increase over 2004 public transit usage. Light Rail picked up the largest increase in 

passengers. (MAX rider ship is approaching 100,000 rides per day) 

Minneapolis Light Rail increased by 168% in 2005. 

Houston Light Rail trips increased 38%  

Salt Lake Light Rail increased 13 % 
 

APTA also reported Commuter Rail trips increased significantly in 2005. 

 San Carlos, California Commuter Rail trips increased by 12.5% 

 Indiana saw an increase of 7.3%  

(Tri-Met is building a Commuter Rail Line to be completed in two years.) 
 

Referring to the Columbia River Crossing Draft 

Component Step A Screening Report 

dated March 22, 2006 
 

On page 3-2 figure 3-1: 

The Oregon origins and Washington destinations shows where potential Interstate Bridge 

usage would occur in 2020. It is quite evident most are in close proximity of the Interstate 

5 corridor. Light Rail is most effective when there is a concentration of potential riders as 

portrayed in this diagram. 

Today the Light Rail Yellow line along Interstate 5 picks up 12,000 rides daily. If the 

Yellow line were extended to Clark County it could pick up 12,000 rides during each 

rush hour by the year 2020. 
 

Planning and building Rail options are the best and less costly solutions in solving 

congestion in I-5 corridor.    This includes a Light Rail bridge at the Interstate Bridge 

location. Adding a 22 foot wide Light Rail double track supported between the north and 

south lanes of the I-205 Bridge. Upgrading the present heavy rail to enhance Amtrak 

passenger service and future Commuter Rail service is important too. In addition to 

improvements for rail passenger service, the rail freight infrastructure must be improved 

at the Columbia River crossing. Rail freight efficiency has improved dramatically in the 

last 20 years. It is estimated a freight train can move one ton of goods 400 miles with one 

gallon of diesel. A truck can move one ton of goods only 60 miles with one gallon of 

diesel. Due to the rising price of fuel Rail traffic use will increase. 

Rail improvements are the most effective options for the 

 Columbia River Crossing. 
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