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be presented to the committee at any 
time by providing 25 copies to the 
person listed in the FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION CONTACT section or by 
providing copies at the meeting. Copies 
of the document to be presented to 
ARAC for decision by the FAA may be 
made available by contacting the person 
listed in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT section. 

If you need assistance or require a 
reasonable accommodation for the 
meeting or meeting documents, please 
contact the person listed in the FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section. 
Sign and oral interpretation, as well as 
a listening device, can be made 
available if requested 10 calendar days 
before the meeting. 

Issued in Washington, DC, on September 
20, 2005. 
Anthony F. Fazio, 
Director, Office of Rulemaking. 
[FR Doc. 05–19207 Filed 9–26–05; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Highway Administration 

Federal Transit Administration 

Environmental Impact Statement; 
Portland, OR and Vancouver/Clark 
County, WA 

AGENCY: Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), Department of 
Transportation (DOT) and Federal 
Transit Administration (FTA), 
Department of Transportation (DOT). 
ACTION: Notice of Intent to prepare an 
environmental impact statement. 

SUMMARY: The Federal Highway 
Administration and Federal Transit 
Administration are issuing this notice to 
advise the public that an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) will be prepared 
for proposed highway and transit 
improvements in the Interstate 5 
Columbia River Crossing (CRC) corridor 
between the Portland, Oregon and 
Vancouver/Clark County, Washington 
area. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Steve Saxton, Area Engineer, Federal 
Highway Administration, Washington 
Division at 360–753–9411, Jeff Graham, 
Operations Engineer, Federal Highway 
Administration, Oregon Division at 
503–587–4727 and from Linda Gehrke, 
Deputy Regional Administrator, Federal 
Transit Administration, at 206–220– 
4463. 

Public information contact: Amy 
Echols, CRC Communications Manager, 
Washington State Department of 

Transportation (WSDOT) at 360–737– 
2726 or 
echolsa@columbiarivercrossing.org. 

Agency Coordination contact: Heather 
Gundersen, CRC Environmental 
Manager, Oregon Department of 
Transportation (ODOT), at 360–737– 
2726 or 
gundersenh@columbiarivercrossing.org. 

Additional information on the 
Columbia River Crossing Project can 
also be found on the project Web site at 
http://www..columbiarivercrossing.org. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Proposed Action Background 
The FHWA and FTA, as Federal co- 

lead agencies, the Washington State 
Department of Transportation (WSDOT), 
Oregon Department of Transportation 
(ODOT), Southwest Washington 
Regional Transportation Council (RTC), 
Metropolitan Service District (Metro), 
Clark County Public Transportation 
Benefit Area Authority (C–TRAN), and 
Tri-County Metropolitan Transportation 
District of Oregon (TriMet), will prepare 
an environmental impact statement 
(EIS) on proposed highway and transit 
improvements in the I–5 Columbia 
River Crossing corridor between the 
Portland, Oregon and Vancouver/Clark 
County, Washington area. The Columbia 
River Crossing study area generally 
encompasses the I–5 corridor from the 
I–5/I–405 interchange in Portland, 
Oregon in the south to the I–5/I–205 
merge in Clark County, Washington in 
the north. 

The existing I–5 crossing of the 
Columbia River is two side-by-side 
bridges, built in 1917 and 1958. In 1982 
another river crossing—the Interstate 
205 Glenn Jackson Bridge—opened 
approximately six miles to the east. 
Together, the two crossings connect the 
greater Portland-Vancouver region, 
carrying over 260,000 trips across the 
Columbia River daily. Growth in the 
region’s population and border-to- 
border commerce is straining the 
capacity of the two crossings. This has 
resulted in trip diversion, unmet travel 
demand and hours of daily congestion 
that stalls commuters and delay freight, 
adversely affecting interstate traffic and 
commerce. 

In 1998, the Washington State 
Department of Transportation (WSDOT) 
and Oregon Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) formed a bi-state 
partnership to study transportation and 
potential solutions in the I–5 Columbia 
River Crossing corridor. ODOT and 
WSDOT engaged local jurisdictions and 
agencies, businesses, neighborhoods, 
and interest groups in Washington and 
Oregon to plan and implement 
improvements along the I–5 corridor 

between the Portland metropolitan area 
and Vancouver in southern Clark 
County, Washington. Two studies 
resulted from this initial work: the 
Portland/Vancouver I–5 Trade Corridor 
Freight Feasibility and Needs 
Assessment Study Final Report, 
completed in 2000, and the Portland/ 
Vancouver I–5 Transportation and 
Trade Partnership Final Strategic Plan, 
completed in 2002. This bi-state work 
included a variety of recommendations 
for corridor-wide improvements, traffic 
management and improvements in the 
I–5 Bridge Influence Area (BIA)—an 
approximately 5-mile section of the I–5 
corridor extending from the SR 500 
interchange north of the river to 
Columbia Boulevard south of the river. 

Other significant transportation 
studies in the corridor include the 
South/North Major Investment Study 
(MIS) Final Report (1995) and the 
South/North Corridor Project Draft EIS 
(1998). These studies investigated a 
variety of high capacity transit corridors 
and modes between the Portland, 
Oregon area and Vancouver/Clark 
County, Washington. 

Building on the previous studies, the 
I–5 Transportation and Trade 
Partnership Strategic Plan (2002), called 
for adding capacity over the Columbia 
River with a replacement bridge or by 
supplementing existing I–5 bridges to 
ease impacts of bottlenecks on local 
travel and interstate commerce. Another 
recommendation called for considering 
high-capacity transit improvements in 
the area of the I–5 Interstate Bridge over 
the Columbia River. The studies also 
stressed looking at a range of financing 
options, increasing general purpose lane 
capacity to three lanes where there are 
currently two at Delta Park and ensuring 
that low-income and minority 
populations within the corridor are 
involved in planning. ODOT is 
undertaking an Environmental 
Assessment at Delta Park. The Columbia 
River Crossing Project will study thse 
recommendations as well as others 
associated with the Bridge Influence 
Area. 

Alternatives 
A reasonable range of alternatives, 

including those identified in the 
Portland/Vancouver I–5 Transportation 
and Trade Partnership Final Strategic 
Plan and the South/North Corridor 
Project Draft EIS, will be considered. 
The EIS will include a range of highway 
and transit build alternatives, as well as 
a No-Build Alternative. 

Probable Effects 
FHWA, FTA, WSDOT, ODOT, RTC, 

Metro, C–TRAN, and TriMet will 
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evaluate significant transportation, 
environmental, social, and economic 
impacts of the alternatives. Potential 
areas of impact include: support of state, 
regional, and local land use and 
transportation plans and policies, 
neighborhoods, land use and 
economics, cultural resources, 
environmental justice, and natural 
resources. All impacts will be evaluated 
for both the construction period and the 
long-term period of operation. Measures 
to avoid, minimize and mitigate any 
significant impacts will be developed. 

Scoping Process 

Agency Coordination: The project 
sponsors are working with the local, 
state and federal resource agencies to 
implement regular opportunities for 
coordination during the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
process. This process will comply with 
SAFETEA–LU Section 6002. 

Tribal Coordination: The formal 
Tribal government consultation will 
occur through government-to- 
government collaboration. 

Public Meetings: Three public 
information meetings will be held in 
October 2005, including: 

• Saturday, October 22, 2005, 11 
a.m.–2 p.m., at the Jantzen Beach Super 
Center (central mall area), 1405 Jantzen 
Beach Center, Portland, Oregon; 

• Tuesday, October 25, 2005, 4 p.m.– 
8 p.m., at Clark College, Gaiser Hall, 
1800 E. McLoughlin Blvd., Vancover, 
Washington 98663; and 

• Thursday, October 27, 2005, 4 
p.m.–8 p.m., at OAME (Oregon 
Association of Minority Enterpreneurs) 
Main Conference Room, 4134 N. 
Vancouver St. (at N. Skidmore St.), 
Portland, OR 97211. 

All public information meeting 
locations are accessible to persons with 
disabilities. Any individual who 
requires special assistance, such as a 
sign language interpreter, should 
contact Amy Echols, CRC 
Communications Manager at 360–737– 
2726 or 
echolsa@columbiarivercrossing.org at 
least 48-hours in advance of the meeting 
in order for WSDOT or ODOT to make 
necessary arrangement. 

To ensure that the full range of issues 
related to this proposed action are 
addressed and all significant issues 
identified, comments and suggestions 
are invited from interested parties. 
Comments or questions concerning this 
proposal will be accepted at the public 
meetings or can be sent to the Columbia 
River Crossing project office at 700 
Washington Street, Suite 222, 
Vancouver, WA 98660 or to Heather 

Gundersen at 
gundersenh@columbiarivercrossing.org 
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Program Number 20.205, Highway Planning 
and Construction. The regulations 
implementing Executive Order 12372 
regarding intergovernmental consultation on 
Federal programs and activities apply to this 
program.) 

Issued on: September 20, 2005. 
Steve Saxton, 
Area Engineer, Washington Division, Federal 
Highway Administration. 
Linda M. Gehre, 
Acting Regional Administrator, Region 10, 
Federal Transit Administration. 
[FR Doc. 05–19230 Filed 9–26–05; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–22–M 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration 

[Docket No. PHMSA–05–21747; Notice 2] 

Pipeline Safety: Grant of Waiver; 
Southern LNG 

AGENCY: Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration 
(PHMSA); U.S. Department of 
Transportation (DOT). 
ACTION: Grant of Waiver; Southern LNG. 

SUMMARY: Southern LNG (SLNG) 
requested a waiver of compliance from 
the regulatory requirements at 49 CFR 
193.2301, which requires each liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) facility constructed 
after March 31, 2000, to comply with 49 
CFR part 193 and the National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) Standard 
NFPA 59A ‘‘Standard for Production, 
Storage, and Handling of Liquefied 
Natural Gas.’’ 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
SLNG, an El Paso Company, requested 

a waiver from § 193.2301. This 
regulation requires each LNG facility 
constructed after March 31, 2000, to 
comply with 49 CFR part 193 and 
Standard NFPA 59A. 

Standard NFPA 59A requires that 
welded containers designed for not 
more than 15 pounds per square inch 
gauge comply with the Eighth Edition, 
1990, of American Petroleum Institute 
(API) Standard API 620, ‘‘Design and 
Construction of Large, Welded, Low- 
Pressure Storage Tanks (Appendix Q).’’ 
The Eighth Edition of API 620 requires 
inspection according to Appendix Q 
which calls for a full radiographic 
examination of all vertical and 
horizontal butt welds associated with 
the container. 

SLNG is proposing to use the current 
Tenth Edition, Addendum 1, of API 620. 
The Tenth Edition, Addendum 1, of API 
620, allows ultrasonic examination—in 
lieu of radiography—as an acceptable 
alternative non-destructive testing 
method. SLNG proposes to use 
ultrasonic examination on its project, 
which consists of full semi-automated 
and manual ultrasonic examination 
using shear wave probes. SLNG also 
proposes to use a volumetric ultrasonic 
examination which combines creep 
wave probes and focused angled 
longitudinal waive probes. 

Findings 

PHMSA considered SLNG’s waiver 
request and published a notice inviting 
interested persons to comment on 
whether a waiver should be granted (70 
FR 40781; July 14, 2005). There were 
two comments from the public in 
response to the notice; both were in 
support of the waiver. 

One commenter, a member of the API 
Committee on Refinery Equipment, 
Subcommittee on Pressure Vessels and 
Tanks, said that the use of ultrasonic 
examination in lieu of radiographic 
examination for large LNG tanks 
improves jobsite safety because it 
eliminates the hazards of radiation 
exposure. This commenter also said that 
ultrasonic examination is more capable 
than radiographic examination for 
detecting crack-like weld defects. 

The other commenter provided a copy 
of NFPA 59A Report on Comments, 
dated May 2005 and stated that the 
NFPA 59A Committee approved the 
latest edition of API 620. 

The 2006 edition of NFPA 59A was 
approved as an American National 
Standard on August 18, 2005. 

Grant of Waiver 

In its Report on Comments, dated May 
2005, the NFPA 59A Committee 
accepted in principle the latest edition 
of API 620, Tenth Edition, Addendum 1. 
The Tenth Edition, Addendum 1, of API 
620 adds ultrasonic examination as an 
acceptable method of examination. The 
Tenth Edition, Addendum 1, of API 620 
indicates that both radiographic and 
ultrasonic examination are acceptable 
means of testing. 

For the reasons explained above and 
in the Notice dated July 14, 2005, 
PHMSA finds that the requested waiver 
is consistent with pipeline safety and 
that an equivalent level of safety can be 
achieved. Therefore, SLNG’s request for 
waiver of compliance with § 193.2301 is 
granted. 
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We are interested in your opinions about plans to update and improve transportation across the 
Columbia River on the I-5 corridor. 

As background, the I-5 crossing over the Columbia River consists of two, side-by-side bridges and a 
"bridge influence area" that includes: 

• Interchanges with three Washington state highways (State Route [SR] 14, SR 500, and SR 501) 

• Six major arterial roadways that serve a variety of land uses and provide access to Vancouver and 
Portland 

• Two international ports 

• Industrial centers, residential neighborhoods, retail centers, and recreational areas 

The purpose of this survey is to collect opinions and observations from individuals, organizations, and 
businesses. Your responses will be considered with comments made in community forums held 
throughout the region. The project team will use that information to develop a solution for improved 
transportation over the Columbia River. 

Thank you for taking a few minutes to complete the survey. Your responses will be confidential. Some 
direct quotes from survey responses may be used without identifying the sources, to highlight or 
emphasize particular points of view. 

 
 
 
1. How often do you travel across the Interstate Bridge (also known as the I-5 bridge) along I-5 between 

Vancouver, Washington, and Portland, Oregon? (CHECK ONE) 
 

 At least 3 to 5 times a week 

 Less than 3 times a week 

 Several times a month 

 Several times a year 

 
 
2. When traveling across the I-5 bridge, are you normally traveling in… (CHECK ONE) 
 

 A commercial vehicle, such as truck, pick-up, or van 

 A car driven by yourself, family member, or friend 

 A bus or other public transit vehicle 

 Other (please specify) 
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3. What is the primary reason you use the I-5 route? (CHECK ONE) 
 

 Commuting to and from work 

 Commuting to and from school 

 To shop or visit friends 

 Move freight 

 Other business reasons 

 Other (please specify) 

 
 
4. What is the primary concern or frustration you have about using the I-5 bridge? (use back of last page for 

more space) 
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5. The following are some problems others have identified with the existing I-5 crossing at the Columbia River. 
Do you consider each a major problem, a minor problem, or not a problem? 

 
 Major 

problem 
Minor 
problem 

Not a 
problem 

Access roads, entrance ramps, and merge lanes are unable to handle traffic 
leading to the I-5 bridge    

Congestion in the I-5 bridge influence area decreases public transportation travel 
speed and service reliability    

Truck access to port and commercial facilities is inefficient in the I-5 Columbia 
River Crossing project area    

The I-5 bridge cannot handle traffic during non-peak/non-rush hour periods    

The I-5 bridge is not capable of meeting future traffic demands as the region’s 
population grows    

The bridge does not meet standards to withstand earthquakes or natural 
disasters at the I-5/Columbia River Crossing    

Bicycle and pedestrian facilities in the I-5 Columbia River Crossing area are 
inadequate or nonexistent    

The I-5 bridge cannot handle traffic during peak-use/rush hour periods    

 
 
6. In your opinion, what should be the number one priority for planners and decision makers as they consider 

changes to the bridge, access roads, and ramps in the I 5/Columbia River Crossing project area? (use back 
of last page for more space) 
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7. The following are potential issues for the project team to consider when planning bridge and roadway 
improvements for the Columbia River Crossing project area and the I-5 corridor. Please rate the priority for 
each issue. 

 
 Major 

priority 
Minor 
priority 

Not a 
priority 

Improve public transportation services between Portland and Vancouver    

Reduce commute time during peak use/rush hour periods    

Preserve historic sites, and cultural and recreation resources in the project area     

Make sure there is a sound plan to pay for changes to the transportation facilities 
and services in the project area    

Improve transportation safety in the project area    

Preserve fish and wildlife in the project area    

Reduce delay for truck-haul freight traffic that uses the I-5 corridor and bridge for 
local and regional commerce    

Make sure benefits and negative impacts associated with the project area are 
equitably distributed    

Limit the environmental and economic impact that changes may have on 
residents and businesses in the project area    

 
 
8. Do you have any other concerns or comments you would like to share about changes to I-5 and the bridge at 

the Columbia River Crossing? (use back of last page for more space) 
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9. If you would like to receive the results of this survey and periodically get more information about changes in 
the Columbia River Crossing project area? Please provide the following information. 

 
Your Name:              

Mailing Address:             

City and State:              

Zip Code:               

E-mail Address:              

 
10. What is your age? This question is for statistical purposes only (Please circle one) 

 

18 to 34 

35 to 44 

45 to 54 

55 to 64 

65 and older 

 
11. What is your gender? This question is for statistical purposes only (Please circle one) 

 
Male      

Female 

 
12. What is the zip code of your home address? This question is for statistical purposes only 

       

 
 



 

 

APPENDIX D 

Open House Questionnaire



 

 
 

 
 
Learn about the project and give us your input!  Visit the information stations and talk to project 
staff—look for the black shirts with the nametags.  We look forward to talking with you and appreciate 
your participation today!  
 
Tell us what you think! 
 

What are the problems in the bridge area?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What concerns and issues should we consider as we develop solutions? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please complete additional questions on the back side of this sheet.  Thank you! 
Optional 
Name:        Affiliation: 
 
 
Address:       City, ST ZIP: 
 
       
Phone:        Email: 

Return your comments no later than 11/20/05 to Columbia River Crossing Project, 700 Washington Street, Vancouver, WA  98660. 



What criteria should be used to evaluate any potential solutions?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do you learn about and share information? 
 
In order to provide you and your community with timely and relevant information, we need to 
better understand how you share information.  Please answer the following questions, so we 
can better involve and inform you.   
 

1. Which people or organizations do you typically get information from about relevant 
community events and issues?   

 
 
 
 

2. Which people or organizations do you trust to get information from about relevant 
community events and issues? 

 
 
 
 
 

3. Which people or organizations do you typically give information to about relevant community 
events and issues? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for giving us your ideas today. 
Return your comments no later than 11/20/05 to Columbia River Crossing Project, 700 Washington Street, Vancouver, WA  98660. 
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           1

           2

           3

           4

           5

           6

           7            COLUMBIA RIVER CROSSING AGENCY SCOPING MEETING

           8

           9

          10

          11

          12

          13

          14

          15

          16

          17

          18    DATE:  Friday, October 21, 2005
                TIME:  4:00 p.m.
          19    PLACE: WSDOT Regional Headquarters
                       11018 NE 51st Circle
          20           Vancouver, Washington

          21

          22

          23

          24                 COURT REPORTER:  KAREN M. SMITH, CSR

          25

                                   Rider & Associates, Inc.

                                          360.693.4111
�
                                                                             2
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           1                    WAYNE KOBER:  Okay.  Welcome, everybody, and

           2    welcome back for those people who were with us all morning

           3    working on the bi-state cooperative agreement and welcome to

           4    the people that just joined us.  We did introductions so

           5    everyone knows who's here.

           6               First I'd like to start by introducing myself.  My

           7    name is Wayne Kober.  I'll be the facilitator for the meeting,

           8    and I'll introduce -- have the advising team introduce

           9    themselves.

          10               Jay.

          11                    JAY LYMAN:  Jay Lyman, consulting team project

          12    manager for the Columbia River Crossing.

          13                    HEATHER GUNDERSEN:  I'm Heather Gundersen.

          14    I'm the environmental manager for the Oregon Department of

          15    Transportation, Columbia River Crossing.

          16                    JEFF HEILMAN:  My name's Jeff Heilman.  I'm a

          17    consulting environmental team manager.

          18                    WAYNE KOBER:  And Karen is our stenographer

          19    today.  She'll be taking a verbatim transcript so we can make

          20    good notes of the meeting, and we'll need people to make sure

          21    they're loud and clear so Karen can hear everybody.

          22               Rob, you want to introduce yourself.

          23                    ROB DeGRAFF:  I'm Rob DeGraff.  I'm one of the

          24    two project co-directors on the Columbia River Crossing with

          25    the DOTs.

                                   Rider & Associates, Inc.

                                          360.693.4111
�
                                                                             3

           1                    KRIS STRICKLER:  Kris Strickler, chief

           2    engineer for the Columbia River Crossing.
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           3                    WAYNE KOBER:  Let's start around the room and

           4    have each person introduce themselves and the agencies they

           5    represent, and we'll start with Mike here.  If you can stand

           6    up and look back at the group so they can see you.

           7                     (Attendees present identified.)

           8                    WAYNE KOBER:  Okay.  That's everybody.  Thank

           9    you.

          10               The first thing I wanted to do is highlight the

          11    agenda this afternoon real quickly.  We've done the

          12    introductions and did them this morning and I'll state the

          13    purpose and objectives.  We're going to review the EIS process

          14    for the Columbia River Crossing project.

          15               Next we'll get into some history and background.

          16    As you know, the project has had some pretty extensive

          17    planning efforts going on for several years and we'll see that

          18    there's several other projects that relate to this project.

          19               Then we'll take a break, get into the study area,

          20    the scope, purpose and need, get into the heart of the

          21    discussion on environmental issues and potential range of

          22    alternatives, and then wrap up.

          23               And I know you all like to be on the road as soon

          24    as possible so we'll work -- remind you all to work hard to

          25    have us done by 5:00 o'clock and maybe before then.  So we'll

                                   Rider & Associates, Inc.
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           1    do a brief wrap up at the end.

           2               As far as the purpose of this meeting, it's to

           3    really conduct the official agency scoping meeting for the

           4    project this afternoon.  This is the meeting that was
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           5    advertised in the notice of intent in the federal registry and

           6    I think that was on September 27th.  It was in the federal

           7    register, and as you know, this officially launches the EIS

           8    process for the project that's going to comply with the

           9    National Environmental Policy Act.

          10               So the purpose of today's meeting is to conduct the

          11    scoping, the initial scoping for that project.  As you all

          12    know, we've had two meetings before this.  One was a two-day

          13    meeting in August to discuss the framework of a bi-state

          14    cooperative agreement on how we would work together on this

          15    project, and we went this morning to discuss a draft of that

          16    agreement and we had a real good discussion about what the

          17    people would like to see added to the agreements, some

          18    modifications, and that agreement is going to be probably

          19    finalized within the next month.

          20               Our objectives are to really have a good discussion

          21    with you about the history of the project, the purpose and

          22    need, the problem statement, study area and scope, what

          23    environmental issues are critical in this corridor.  Some

          24    people refer to it as the bridge influence area and that's

          25    what you see up on this map.
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           1               So we'll review the environmental issues and also

           2    the potential range of alternatives.  There's a range of

           3    alternatives that are outlined in the notice of intent so

           4    we'll start out with that discussion.  That's the objectives

           5    as we work through that.

           6               There will be notes of this meeting.  There won't
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           7    be a transcript that's really distributed to all the agencies.

           8    There will be a transcript that's used to prepare the notes,

           9    so the project team will have the transcript but we expect

          10    that all you want to see is the high level notes.  So there

          11    will be notes of the meeting and we'll discuss the schedule

          12    for getting those out by the end of the meeting.

          13               So is there any questions about the agenda or

          14    purpose or objectives of being here?  Everybody pretty clear

          15    on that?  Okay.  Well, now I'm going to turn the microphone

          16    over to Heather to get into a review of the EIS process.

          17               One thing about asking questions, because Karen

          18    needs to hear who is saying what, it would be good when you

          19    ask a question -- I'm going to bring the microphone to you and

          20    you just say your name and state your question and that'll

          21    help her.

          22               So I'll turn it over to you, Heather.  Thank you.

          23                    HEATHER GUNDERSON:  Thanks, Wayne.

          24               Can everybody hear me okay?  Good.  So I'm going to

          25    talk a little bit about who the NEPA players are in this EIS
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           1    process and this will kind of set the stage for further

           2    discussions later throughout the meeting to kind of understand

           3    why you're here and who does what as we start mentioning some

           4    of these groups.

           5               So I'm going to talk about the roles and

           6    responsibilities of some of the players, and there is a

           7    handout up on the table up there.  I think each of you

           8    probably grabbed one on the way in.  And this is something
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           9    that we distribute to folks so that they understand who is

          10    doing what in this process.

          11               I'm going to talk a little bit about our schedule

          12    and the evaluation process we're going to go through, talk

          13    about some of the major milestones, and then just give you a

          14    little idea of what the design approach is that we're going to

          15    use for this project.

          16               So each of the groups here listed, I'm going to go

          17    through each of them pretty well.  We've got the Project

          18    Development Team which is also the PDT.  We've got working

          19    groups, regional partner group, the task force, project

          20    sponsors council, resource and permitting agencies, and then,

          21    of course, our federal co-leads, FTA and FHWA.

          22               The Project Development Team is a fully integrated

          23    agency and consultant team.  And when we say "agency", we're

          24    talking about agency staff from several different agencies;

          25    both the DOTs, Washington and Oregon, both NPOs which is RTC

                                   Rider & Associates, Inc.

                                          360.693.4111
�
                                                                             7

           1    on the north side of the river and Metro on the south side,

           2    both transit agencies which is C-Tran and TriMet, and both

           3    cities, Vancouver and Portland.

           4               The consultant team is comprised of many firms.

           5    DEA is the prime, Parametrix, Price Rinker and CH2M Hill are

           6    also the other three, and then we've got several smaller ones.

           7               So then we've also got some working groups and the

           8    working groups were established to have specialized roles

           9    throughout the project.  This list includes -- our working

          10    groups will include at least this list but some of them will
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          11    have sub groups as well.  And then others will be formed as

          12    needed so this is not all inclusive.  And we can bring

          13    together ad hoc groups if we need it.

          14               And the groups are going to include specialists

          15    from agencies and consultant staff as well as representatives

          16    from other organizations as deemed appropriate.  So for

          17    example, under the environmental analysis group, we might have

          18    a storm water subgroup that would focus on some of the

          19    technical issues associated with storm water and some of the

          20    folks that I would anticipate being in that group would be

          21    Department of Ecology on the Washington side, Department of

          22    Environmental Quality, both of the cities, NIMs, of course,

          23    and some other folks who may have expertise or just interest

          24    can also be part of that group.

          25               Then there's the regional partners group, and the
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           1    regional partners group is really a lot of senior staff from

           2    the agencies listed here.  FHWA, FTA, DOTs, Metro, RTC,

           3    TriMet, C-Tran, both the ports, both the cities and both of

           4    the counties are part of this group, and this is really where

           5    the PDT vets ideas prior to taking them to the task force.

           6               This group also advises and assists the PDT in

           7    project delivery and many of these same agencies are actually

           8    on the PDT, and actually you'll see a lot of these groups

           9    reoccurring through many of the larger groups, many of the

          10    agencies recurring through some of the larger agencies.

          11               And the RPG meets about monthly right now and the

          12    -- through the RPG this is one place where we're going to find
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          13    some staff to staff the working groups, so a lot of the

          14    working group members will come out of this RPG or from the

          15    agencies represented at the RPG.

          16               So then there's the task force and the task force

          17    is a 39 member group of members who represent various

          18    stakeholders.  Listed is some of the stakeholders up there

          19    such as public agencies, businesses, civic organizations,

          20    environmental groups, commuter groups.  This group now meets

          21    monthly.

          22               I believe they started out meeting every couple of

          23    months or quarterly but we realized that they needed to meet

          24    more often, and this group, they make recommendations to the

          25    project sponsors council about how to move forward.  So for
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           1    instance, the task force will make recommendations regarding

           2    the problem definition or screening criteria and these

           3    recommendations will be evaluated by the project sponsors

           4    council who will make decisions.

           5               So who's the project sponsors council?  Well, these

           6    may meet at major milestones throughout the environmental

           7    impact process and they make key decisions about project

           8    direction.  I'm going to describe some of the key decisions in

           9    a few moments when I go through the evaluation process and

          10    schedule, but these guys may also advise the PDT on the

          11    day-to-day development of the project.  So the PDT gets a lot

          12    of direction from a lot of different groups.

          13               And these members are the project sponsors and then

          14    we've got the ex-officio members of FHWA and FTA.  The
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          15    resource and planning agencies, these guys are a group of

          16    Oregon and Washington resource agencies.  As Wayne mentioned,

          17    we've been getting this group together over the last few

          18    months.

          19               We had a two day workshop in August and we also met

          20    this morning to talk a little bit about the agreement that

          21    explains how we're going to work together, and this group is

          22    -- it really consists of the key federal, state and local

          23    agencies responsible for protecting environmental resources

          24    and cultural resources in the region and their purpose is to

          25    provide -- and the purpose of the group is to provide a forum
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           1    for agency coordination and collaboration, specifically for

           2    the CRC project.

           3               Some of you may be familiar with CETAS and SAC.

           4    SAC is on the Washington side of the river and CETAS is on the

           5    Oregon side of the river.  Currently this is where big NEPA

           6    projects go through to get early agency coordination

           7    throughout the process.

           8               Well, since this is a bi-state project we weren't

           9    able to do that so simply so we were kind of creating this

          10    special group and we're still in the development phases but we

          11    will start meeting.  We have already scheduled our next

          12    meeting for next month and it's going to be a good way for us

          13    to really coordinate and collaborate with all these resource

          14    agencies in the project.

          15               FTA and FHWA, I'm sure everyone here knows the EIS

          16    is under the National Environmental Policy Act.  The ultimate
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          17    responsibility for the policy lies with these federal agencies

          18    and in this case they are co-leads.  FTA and FHWA will also

          19    provide guidance throughout the project as well as formally

          20    issuing the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Final

          21    Environmental Impact Statement.

          22               FHWA and FTA are involved in a lot of the groups

          23    you've seen there.  There are agencies listed under many of

          24    the groups I've already described, so they are playing a

          25    really active role in participating in many of the groups.
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           1               The last step for the Environmental Impact

           2    Statement is the record of decision and the FTA and FHWA will

           3    jointly issue the record of decision for this project.  So

           4    this is a little schematic of the evaluation process and

           5    schedule for the project.  We anticipate three years to

           6    complete the Environmental Impact Statement and reach a final

           7    decision on what to build.

           8               Pretty aggressive schedule.  During the three years

           9    there's going to be a few milestones.  I've outlined some of

          10    the milestones in yellow.  The first one is adopting a problem

          11    statement and the screening criteria, and that's number one

          12    there.

          13               Another one will be confirming the range of

          14    alternatives for evaluation into the Draft EIS, and that's

          15    number four.  Number five represents where we adopt the

          16    preferred alternative or the locally preferred alternative for

          17    transit.  And then finally the record of decision.

          18               This schedule really emphasizes the NEPA EIS
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          19    process and decision points but it's important to mention that

          20    we've also considered the FTA NEPA start requiring sort of

          21    integrating them into the overall schedule.  For example, the

          22    preferred alternative for the DEIS will also be the LPA, like

          23    I mentioned, the locally preferred alternative.

          24               And potentially this will be leading to an

          25    application for a new start for implementing preliminary
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           1    engineering funding.  As part of new starts we'll need to

           2    develop the detailed financial plan prior to the selection of

           3    the LPA, and all costs, capital and operating, are fully

           4    considered in the decision.  So that's a big piece of the

           5    process and that has been integrated into the schedule as

           6    well.

           7               So finally, just to talk a little bit about what

           8    some of you know as contact sensitive solutions.  Both

           9    Washington and Oregon DOTs, they really embrace the idea of

          10    building a positive legacy through transportation projects.  A

          11    major part of building this legacy that endures after

          12    construction crews have left is really understanding the

          13    context of the project.

          14               So this context that we talk about can include what

          15    the community values and the environment are surrounding the

          16    project, being sensitive to history and aesthetic design of

          17    existing structures and surroundings, and understanding the

          18    economic impact the project may have during construction and

          19    after.

          20               The DOTs are tasked with building safe and
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          21    enduring structures and, you know, this can be done through a

          22    project that reflects the values of the local communities and

          23    resource agencies as well.

          24               And that was it for me.  If there's any questions

          25    we'd like to take questions at this time, have a discussion
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           1    around anything, if any of you have questions about the

           2    schedule or anything I've talked about.

           3                    WAYNE KOBER:  Any questions for Heather?  Must

           4    have been pretty clear.

           5                    HEATHER GUNDERSEN:  I'll take that.

           6                    WAYNE KOBER:  Just a reminder.  Hopefully

           7    everyone signed the sign in sheet that came in.  We would like

           8    you to do that if you haven't before you leave today so that

           9    Karen has a list of everyone who's here.

          10               I would like to turn it over to Bob Hart and Jay

          11    Lyman to talk about some history on the I-5 corridor from the

          12    transit and highway perspective.

          13               Go ahead, Bob.

          14                    BOB HART:  Thank you.  When Jay gets back

          15    he'll do his piece after I do mine hopefully but what I want

          16    to do in terms of talking about the history of the project --

          17    can everybody hear me okay?

          18                    SPEAKER:  Yes.

          19                    BOB HART:  As you can see from the first

          20    slide, I guess the best place to begin about the history is to

          21    show you this photograph in this slide because that span you

          22    see right there was the first crossing, apart from the ferry
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          23    crossing they had, of the Columbia River back in 1917.

          24               At that time when it was built, when it was opened

          25    in 1917, there was a five cent toll on the Interstate Bridge
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           1    on what you know right now as the northbound span on the east

           2    side.  Then they had tolls.  That bridge cost $1.75 million

           3    and had five cent tolls on it at the time.  It was paid off in

           4    1929.

           5               Then about 20 years later, in 1948, the traffic

           6    levels got to a point where they considered adding another

           7    span to the river crossing and the western southbound bridge

           8    was built in 1958 at a cost of $14.5 million.

           9               At that time it had a toll of about 20 cents per

          10    car, it was 40 cents for light trucks and 60 cents for heavy

          11    trucks.  That second span was paid off in 1966 and at that

          12    time we had no more additional capacity across the bridge for

          13    about another 15, 20 years when the Glenn Jackson Bridge

          14    opened in 1982.

          15               Today in terms of river crossings we have about 250

          16    to 260,000 cars crossing the river every day and about 125,000

          17    of those are on the I-5 bridge itself.  I guess the message

          18    from the first slide is really since the early 1900s, about

          19    every 25 or 30 years we've had a major investment across the

          20    river.

          21               The last major investment was in the early '80s

          22    with the Glenn Jackson Bridge and now we are again here in

          23    2005, a good 30 years later -- 25 to 30 years later, and we've

          24    been trying to answer the question again since the early 1990s
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          25    of what the best way is to provide capacity across the river.
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           1               So what I want to do in my part of the presentation

           2    is talk a little bit about what we've done in the area of

           3    transit since 1990 and then Jay will talk about some of the

           4    work that has been done with the multi modal corridor since

           5    1999 up to the present time, to what we're doing right now.

           6               The first real efforts to look at transit issues

           7    across the Columbia River was in 1990 with the initiation of

           8    the Clark County transit analysis effort led by C-Tran at the

           9    time.  We looked at a wide rage range of transit options in

          10    our major corridors, I-5, 205 and our cross county connection,

          11    and really looked at bus service expansion, bus ways, transit

          12    and light rail.

          13               We looked at transportation impact, ridership, air

          14    quality impact, and also right-of-way impacts in this

          15    analysis.  And I guess the key things here we concluded from

          16    the study was that when the I-5 corridor, because it had high

          17    densities already and planned densities in the future, was a

          18    good candidate for light rail.

          19               By the same token, on that 205 corridor, we were

          20    kind of eliminating high capacity transit there to no more

          21    than bus ways because at the time I-205 didn't have the

          22    density or contents in place to warrant light rail.  What the

          23    study did not do is make a determination of which of our two

          24    corridors, bi-state corridors, were the best ones to invest in

          25    first.
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           1               And then in 1990 -- excuse me, 1993, more of a

           2    joint effort on both sides of the river.  There was what's

           3    called -- the long name is the south-north I-5, I-205 high

           4    capacity transit free alternative analysis study, but what

           5    that did in short was look at our two corridors again and in

           6    more of a cooperative effort between both sides of the river.

           7               They really confirmed the conclusions of the

           8    previous work that we did.  Then that recommended light rail

           9    on the I-5 corridor as the highest and best use for high

          10    capacity transit in that corridor, and recommended that a bus

          11    way is the best treatment for I-205.

          12               The key difference, I expect, between what we did

          13    before and this one is it also identified I-5 as the priority

          14    corridor for investment, but also again revisited the cross

          15    county connection, and the importance of that is that when Jay

          16    talks about the partnership work later on, you'll see what we

          17    looked at for transit investment in these three corridors is

          18    very similar to what was done for the partnership work when we

          19    looked at light rail options within Clark County.

          20               And then we had the -- let's see.  We had the --

          21    oh.  I was going to mention as part of this, after this was

          22    done, there were two votes, one in Oregon and one in

          23    Washington for local funding for the project in the I-5

          24    corridor.  Our vote failed, Portland's vote passed, and that

          25    resulted in a scaling back in what we had in the I-5 corridor
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           1    when we initiated the DEIS, which I'll talk about again.

           2               So we had the I-5 corridor from Portland -- from

           3    Clackamas Town Center up to Clark College.  We initiated a

           4    DEIS in that corridor.  But locally we had kind of a different

           5    response to it in a sense because we had to reevaluate what we

           6    wanted to do up here, and I don't want to go into the full

           7    detail of what the transportation futures committee did.

           8               The citizens committee looked at various issues in

           9    Clark County but the key one I want to talk about is what they

          10    were going to do in terms of findings on needs for bi-state

          11    facilities between Oregon and Washington.

          12               And again -- and the key findings were these for

          13    bi-state facilities.  What they said was that we should

          14    further study these things in order of importance.  Expanded

          15    bus all the way up to the I-5 corridor.  And they weren't

          16    saying we shouldn't provide the corridor, what they were

          17    really saying is we need to look at other ways to address

          18    congestion and mobility in that corridor before we consider

          19    widening I-5.

          20               They did say if we do widen I-5 -- if we need to

          21    widen the corridor for expanded capacity across the river, it

          22    should be in the I-5 corridor.  They also looked at a new

          23    river crossing west of Vancouver Lake.  We don't have a good

          24    map here but that map over there in the window, Vancouver Lake

          25    is that blue spot to the western portion -- the left portion
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           1    of the map but it was a brand new alignment basically crossing

           2    between Oregon and Washington to the west of the existing I-5,

           3    and also looking at ways of crossing the river east of I-205.

           4               And they basically said because of the traffic and

           5    land use impacts, wouldn't even consider it.  So when this

           6    came out this was the fact that if we do expand capacity it

           7    should be in the I-5 corridor.

           8               I won't go through each of these studies

           9    individually but the thing to note here is that based on what

          10    our committees told us we made a good effort to look at these

          11    other ideas to provide mobility across the river.

          12               We looked at -- we did a systems study to look for

          13    additional corridors and their conclusion was I-5 was the best

          14    corridor to consider for HOV.  We had the highest congestion,

          15    the highest transit ridership, the highest car pool demand,

          16    and the highest travel time demand for car pooling.

          17               We did it in the context of what we can do without

          18    replacing the bridge.  Resulting from that we actually

          19    instituted a pilot project in the I-5 corridor southbound, a

          20    four mile study from 99th Street up to the river, up to the

          21    bridge, that was in place for four years.

          22               It was pulled out in September of this year.

          23    Basically that got pretty good use but it was too short, was

          24    not continuous across the river, and also had a big impact on

          25    HOV traffic time.  What it really confirmed for us was that it
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           1    was difficult to find solutions for mobility in that corridor

           2    without considering -- with current configuration.
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           3               With I-5 like it is right now, we're severely

           4    constrained on our ability to find solutions to mobility

           5    across the river.  The committee wrote a feasibility study,

           6    basically looked at ways of taking the existing facilities

           7    again to cross the river.

           8               We did some analysis with different levels of

           9    public transit service and found that although we had decent

          10    ridership, it wasn't that good because the existing level

          11    doesn't go where people want to go.

          12               It's there already and it's not -- there's not

          13    enough ridership around it to support the project.  The key

          14    thing I guess coming out of this is that what happened in the

          15    partnership study, which Jay will talk about this, is that the

          16    findings that we had were really similar to what came up a

          17    couple years later in the partnership study which is really

          18    the fact that it shouldn't be pursued.

          19               Maybe if you invest -- make a real investment for

          20    other purposes in the corridor for passenger rail or freight

          21    it might be warranted but otherwise, as a stand alone issue,

          22    it is not really warranted.

          23               And then the south-north light rail DEIS, I

          24    mentioned that before.  The northern portion was scaled back

          25    from 88th Street to I-5 -- excuse me, from Clark College down
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           1    through the lower portion of Clark County.  We actually

           2    completed a south-north DEIS and it was published in 1998 with

           3    Clark College as the terminus, and that was to the point where

           4    the biological assessment was complete and the agreement had
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           5    National Marine Fisheries Service concurrence with the

           6    findings that were in there regarding the biological

           7    assessment.

           8               Ultimately the Portland area had a vote -- a revote

           9    in '98 for their local match which did not pass but

          10    essentially what came out of that in this segment between

          11    downtown Portland and the Expo Center you see today on the

          12    ground.  Interstate MAX opened last year.

          13               One thing about the DEIS for the Vancouver segment,

          14    I think the value of that, what we get out of it, was it did

          15    include information on crossing on a separate bridge for light

          16    rail adjacent to the existing Interstate Bridge.  We had

          17    design options in downtown Vancouver that were identified and

          18    we also had a terminus at Clark College that was identified

          19    with the DEIS itself.

          20               That kind of takes us through the transit piece of

          21    this but are there any questions before Jay presents the

          22    highway multi-modal solutions?

          23                    JAY LYMAN:  Thank you, Bob.

          24               Bob just went through and did a fairly quick

          25    summary of the first -- almost a full decade worth of analyses
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           1    looking at transit options between -- well, between Clark

           2    County and the Multnomah County or the Portland Metro side of

           3    the river.

           4               In 1999 the studies took a different turn and we

           5    started using federal monies under the corridors and modal

           6    program to look at the freight needs crossing the river, and
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           7    that was the first study.  It was called the I-5 trade

           8    corridor study and it -- you know, I'll touch briefly on it.

           9               It soon evolved into a recognition that you can't

          10    talk only about freight without addressing all of the modes of

          11    travel across the river so it did become a multi-modal

          12    corridor study in its own right.  It really was a feasibility

          13    study which essentially recommended that further work be done,

          14    and so in 2001 a second study was done called the

          15    transportation and trade partnership and I'll go into a fair

          16    bit of detail about that one in particular.

          17               One of the principle recommendations coming out of

          18    that was that a project level EIS be started for the Columbia

          19    River crossing at I-5, and that's why we're here today, to

          20    talk about how -- this is the background information that led

          21    to the decision to move forward with an EIS on the river

          22    crossing.

          23               The trade corridor study, the one that I mentioned

          24    that started out as a freight study, essentially said that --

          25    the charge for that study was to say is there a problem, is
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           1    there agreement that there's a problem, and is there agreement

           2    that there may be reasonable solutions to pursue.

           3               The answer to both of those was yes and it was a

           4    resounding yes.  In fact, it was more than that.  It was we

           5    can't afford to do nothing, we must look forward, and as I

           6    mentioned, it said that one of the principle conclusions was,

           7    although it started as a freight study, that any solution

           8    needed to be multi-modal in its approach to providing
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           9    additional capacity across the river.

          10               The transportation and trade partnership was -- by

          11    distinction, I should mention, the trade corridor study was

          12    largely a -- it wasn't a public dialogue.  There was a group

          13    of advisory folks that came together, business leaders, but it

          14    was recognized that when the next step moved forward in this

          15    transportation and trade partnership it had to be a much

          16    broader, much more open public dialogue.

          17               So the partnership that started in 2001 was

          18    convened by the two landowners who appointed a 28 member task

          19    force, 14 people from each side of the river.  It was led by

          20    ODOT, WSDOT with support from FHWA.  It included several

          21    rounds of public outreach on both sides of the river, and the

          22    purpose of it was to reach a strategic plan for how to move

          23    forward with the river crossing.

          24               At the end of the process, just for reference, all

          25    of the participating agencies, which are listed there, did
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           1    endorse or adopt the strategic plan.  One of the first tasks

           2    in the development of the strategic plan was agreement on the

           3    problem, vision and values statement, and I extracted the

           4    problem statement from it.

           5               Basically without attention the corridor's problems

           6    are likely to increase significantly and further impact

           7    mobility, accessibility, livability and economic promise for

           8    the entire region.

           9               That language you'll see reflected as we get

          10    further into it in terms of the criteria and the problem

Page 21



TFR_Appendix-F_Agency_Scoping_Mtg.txt
          11    statement.  As we started to move forward it became pretty

          12    clear that the alternatives were categorized according to our

          13    approach to providing high capacity transit across the river

          14    and by a basic decision about capacity on I-5 itself.

          15               So you see the top there saying I-5 freeway.  The

          16    distinction was very simple.  It was either we add capacity

          17    throughout the corridor -- and I should mention that the

          18    corridor we were talking about went from I-405 in downtown

          19    Portland where I-405 meets I-5, up to I-205 in Clark County.

          20               So for that 14 mile corridor the freeway

          21    alternatives were either add capacity, an additional lane in

          22    each direction, or don't add capacity but address the problems

          23    where -- address the points of the corridor where there are

          24    congestion spots.

          25               For transit, the transit alternatives were to stick
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           1    with what was already in the regional transit system which

           2    included essentially local bus service and express bus service

           3    between the two parts of the region.  There was an expanded

           4    express bus alternative, a light rail alternative, and a

           5    commuter rail as a separate alternative.

           6               In addition to that, there were, at the request

           7    from public comment, two other alternatives that were

           8    considered.  One was called the western arterial which would

           9    have basically been an arterial connection west of downtown

          10    Vancouver through north Portland to basically the St. Johns

          11    Bridge, and the other one was new freeway alignment that some

          12    people would refer to as like an I-605 but it was similar to
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          13    what Bob described earlier, a new freeway that would have gone

          14    around the west side of Vancouver Lake and hooked into

          15    Washington County somewhere out in the Cedar Mill or Cedar

          16    Hills area.

          17               So those are the ones that we looked at.  The

          18    evaluation factors, there were eight of them.  Transportation

          19    performance, support trade and freight movement, maintain or

          20    enhance quality of life, avoid, minimize impacts to the

          21    environment, support regional land use plans, distribute

          22    benefits costs and impacts equitably, and then evaluate costs

          23    is the last one.

          24               For those alternatives as we moved forward, first

          25    we had two screenings.  The first was pretty broad based on a
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           1    high level of -- you know, screening level analysis for

           2    transportation performance and impacts.  Only one thing

           3    dropped out of that screening and that was the new freeway

           4    corridor that would have gone west of downtown Vancouver

           5    crossing over to Washington County.

           6               It didn't do much in drawing trips out of the I-5

           7    corridor.  It was -- had very, very significant environmental

           8    impacts and it was not -- it was not compatible with local,

           9    regional and state land use plans so it dropped out.

          10               All of the environmental criteria were applied as

          11    we went into the second phase.  I pulled from some of the

          12    results a -- one of the summaries that we looked at which was

          13    the environmental analysis of the alternatives which was done

          14    at a conceptual engineering, conceptual evaluation level.

Page 23



TFR_Appendix-F_Agency_Scoping_Mtg.txt
          15               We compared all of the alternatives across,

          16    compared to baseline in terms of the historic properties,

          17    impacts to fish, wildlife, wetlands, vegetation,

          18    displacements, air quality and others, and that was part of

          19    our evaluation.

          20               Mainly we used, in terms of the natural resource

          21    information, existing data bases.  There was not any field

          22    research done but it did build on like the national wetland

          23    inventory and other available information.

          24               From that analysis there were a series of

          25    recommendations that were adopted that were included in the
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           1    strategic plan, and I won't list these here because I'm going

           2    to touch on each of them as we go forward.

           3               Transit capacity.  The major recommendation was to

           4    adopt a regional light rail loop system that would go --

           5    essentially tie-in the I-5 corridor, SR-500 or Fourth Plain

           6    going east-west across the region, and then I-205 to make a

           7    loop that would then get into the Portland side of the metro

           8    area from two different corridors.

           9               And in addition, the recommendation was to consider

          10    peak hour premium express bus service to downtown Portland

          11    from various points in Clark County.  The major conclusion

          12    with regard to the freeway was that it was -- to where the

          13    freeway was currently two lanes was to increase it to three

          14    lanes but not widen it to four lanes in each direction.

          15               And with the three lanes in each direction, to

          16    consider having one of those three lanes for HOV during peak
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          17    periods.  Worth briefly mentioning, the decision not to widen

          18    was based on the consideration of the transportation

          19    performance, the cost of adding that capacity through Portland

          20    and Vancouver, and impacts.

          21               And in the end, in looking at that balance, the

          22    task force at that time decided that that -- the impacts and

          23    costs were great enough that it didn't justify the additional

          24    transportation performance.

          25               Rail system study.  Bob briefly touched on some
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           1    prior work about commuter rail but there were three facets

           2    that were reasons why the rail study was included in the

           3    transportation partnership.  The first was to determine the

           4    extent to which there was an interplay in the freight

           5    movements that were on rail versus those on truck.

           6               The second was to consider the existing rail

           7    network and whether or not commuter rail could be added to it

           8    as a passenger component.

           9               And then the third reason for taking a look at it

          10    was, as you can see in the picture, that the Burlington

          11    Northern rail bridge is just downstream of the I-5 bridge and

          12    there's an interplay in the design options for improving the

          13    freeway crossing that you have to acknowledge when you may

          14    have impacts on the function of the rail bridge, or the rail

          15    bridge may limit the kind of design options that you consider

          16    for the freeway.

          17               So the recommendations that address those three

          18    points, the existing rail network in the Portland-Vancouver
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          19    area is saturated.  We're down to essentially a few years of

          20    remaining operability before congestion starts to become

          21    severe.

          22               We can buy some time with incremental improvements

          23    but one of the major conclusions was that given the congestion

          24    in the network, on the existing rail networks, the commuter

          25    rail was simply not feasible on the existing rail system, that
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           1    if you wanted to do commuter rail you would have to

           2    essentially build a whole new rail network between Portland

           3    and Vancouver.

           4               A major conclusion from the partnership study was

           5    that the two sides of the region needed to do a better job of

           6    coordinating land use decisions, particularly as it related to

           7    protecting investments in the I-5 corridor, and so one of

           8    their recommendations was that a bi-state coordinating

           9    committee be formed to advise both NPOs and the region on land

          10    use policies.

          11               In fact, that recommendation has been implemented

          12    and we now have a bi-state coordinating committee that is

          13    meeting regularly.

          14               Transportation demand management and transportation

          15    system management are two recommendations and we'll talk more

          16    in a bit about what exactly goes into those things, but

          17    managing demand and making your system work is essentially

          18    impossible.

          19               The key factors that the group felt should be

          20    definitely included in any alternative that moved forward was

Page 26



TFR_Appendix-F_Agency_Scoping_Mtg.txt
          21    the study of an extensive list of potential things up to and

          22    including pricing strategies for crossing the river and for

          23    parking.

          24               Environmental justice was again one of the major

          25    recommendation areas coming out of the partnership.  They
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           1    recommended that a community enhancement fund be included in

           2    the planning and development of future phases of work and that

           3    an outreach program be developed to specifically focus on the

           4    EJ community, and to use the EIS process to identify positive

           5    and negative community impacts to help inform the discussion

           6    about how those communities are affected.

           7               Financing.  One of the recommendations that came

           8    out was in addressing the places in the corridor where there

           9    are not three lanes and at the time of the conclusion -- at

          10    the time of the recommendation there were two spots left in

          11    the Portland-Vancouver corridor that only had -- that still

          12    had two lanes as part of the freeway.

          13               One of those spots was the Salmon Creek area on I-5

          14    in Clark County.  That's under construction now to three

          15    lanes.  The other one that was identified was the

          16    Delta-Lombard area on I-5 in Portland which has two lanes

          17    southbound, three lanes northbound, and virtually no shoulders

          18    to that area.  The recommended -- the partnership recommended

          19    funding it and moving it forward.

          20               That's now happening and there's an environmental

          21    assessment under way for the Delta-Lombard project.  Another

          22    major conclusion was that the region should consider
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          23    innovative ways to increase funding support for transit

          24    operations.

          25               The last area of recommendations that came out of
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           1    the partnership study was focused specifically on the Columbia

           2    River bridge and the area on two miles either side of it which

           3    in total is about five miles long and was called the bridge

           4    influence area.

           5               Specific recommendations there was that new

           6    capacity should be provided for transit and vehicles across

           7    the Columbia River and given the three lane recommendation for

           8    the rest of the corridor, keep the three lanes through lanes

           9    but add additional lanes for essentially managing the ramp

          10    traffic to and from the -- on and off the freeway, and I'll

          11    talk a little bit more about that in a bit.

          12               More specifically for transit, the recommendation

          13    was to add light rail across the river with two tracks, one in

          14    each direction.  And the final recommendation was to

          15    acknowledge and address the congestion in the corridor caused

          16    by the close proximity of the interchanges.

          17               It's worth mentioning that in that five mile

          18    stretch that I just talked about, from Columbia Boulevard in

          19    Portland up to SR-500 in Vancouver, there are eight

          20    interchanges, and counting the bridge itself that means that

          21    the spacing between the interchanges is about a half mile.

          22               The federal highways and ODOT and WSDOT standards

          23    all have a minimum urban standard of one mile between

          24    interchanges and that's there to insure that safety and
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          25    operability are designed into the system.  So you can see
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           1    we're starting from a very deficient system in terms of the

           2    design and to which you add a very, very heavy traffic volume

           3    which we'll be talking about later.

           4               So why is it that the task force -- the prior task

           5    force looked at a corridor-wide capacity of three lanes in

           6    each direction but felt like it was appropriate to add a

           7    couple of additional lanes across the river?

           8               One of the things that we learned in our prior work

           9    was that a very large percentage of the people -- of the

          10    vehicles crossing the river are getting on and off or on or

          11    off in -- within that five mile stretch.  In fact, in the PNP,

          12    which is the most extreme case, 80 percent, four out of five

          13    of the vehicles crossing the river, are getting on and off in

          14    that -- on or off in that five mile stretch.

          15               That's not to say that the trips are of short

          16    distance but it means that they are using the freeway crossing

          17    in order to access the regional travel network.  In fact, the

          18    average trip length crossing the river is about 16 miles.

          19               One of the things that we, of course, were

          20    concerned about and will continue to be concerned about is if

          21    you add capacity crossing the river what does that do to the

          22    traffic volumes on I-5 north and south of the bridge influence

          23    area.

          24               This is a forecast for the year 2020 from the prior

          25    study that showed that when you added capacity in a bridge
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           1    influence area there was a fairly strong response.  The I

           2    guess purplish line -- my wife insists I'm terrible with

           3    colors.  The purplish line, the middle one, is the forecast

           4    for 2020 baseline which did not have capacity increased across

           5    the river.

           6               And then the blue line, the top line, shows it with

           7    additional capacity across the river in the bridge influence

           8    area.  What you can see from that is there was a pretty strong

           9    response in terms of the travel forecast crossing the river

          10    but that that response was largely limited to the BIA itself.

          11               That when you got closer to downtown Portland

          12    through north Portland or beyond downtown Vancouver on the

          13    north side, that the response was minimal in terms of the

          14    traffic volumes.

          15               Very briefly, in the bridge influence area, the

          16    partnership study considered a variety of crossing

          17    alternatives and without going into the details, what the

          18    conclusions from that were was that a ten lane river crossing

          19    with those ten lanes focused on managing freeway traffic

          20    worked the best in terms of performance.

          21               We also considered having eight lanes for the

          22    freeway across the river and then having two separate lanes

          23    for a local connection that would connect downtown Vancouver

          24    to Hayden Island, to north Portland, you know, at Marine Drive

          25    someplace.
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           1               That didn't work as well in terms of overall system

           2    efficiency but it did have promise in getting those trips that

           3    are local off of the freeway.  What didn't show promise, we

           4    were hopeful at one point that a tunnel might help avoid some

           5    of the impacts that would have to be considered if you're

           6    building a surface crossing.

           7               The problem with a tunnel was that given the very

           8    high volumes of traffic that are getting on and off the

           9    interchanges in that short stretch, it's virtually impossible

          10    to get a substantial amount of traffic into the tunnel.

          11               So what we concluded from that is if you built a

          12    tunnel you will get traffic in the tunnel but you would still

          13    have to do surface improvements as well.  When you consider

          14    the cost of the tunnel, which in and of itself was about twice

          15    that of the surface improvements, it didn't make economic

          16    sense.

          17               Another one that we did not -- that we found not to

          18    have promise in and of itself was a project that would only

          19    add arterial capacity and would not add freeway capacity.

          20    Again it didn't address the problem of the, you know, the lack

          21    of capacity for the larger, longer distance trips.

          22               There's a lot of questions that were not resolved

          23    at a strategic plan level around how to cross the river.  I'll

          24    touch on those very briefly.  We're going to have to decide

          25    whether you add a bridge in addition to the existing bridges
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           1    or whether you add a bridge to replace the existing bridges.
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           2               There's factors to consider, obviously.  As Bob

           3    mentioned, one bridge is now getting close to 90 years old.

           4    One of them's on the historical register, the older one.

           5               The condition of the bridges, seismic risk.  The

           6    two bridges were not built to current seismic standards and

           7    there is a risk that they would fall down in the event of a

           8    major earthquake.

           9               They can't be widened because of the way they're

          10    built.  They're called a through truss type of structure and,

          11    of course, there are lift spans and they lift 20 to 30 times

          12    per month and every time they lift it causes backup on the

          13    freeway lanes.

          14               Very quickly we're going to have to decide whether

          15    to build a separate bridge for highway and a separate bridge

          16    for high capacity transit and there are pluses and minuses

          17    that we're going to have to consider for both of those.

          18               Fixed span or lift span.  The questions come up.

          19    This is very close -- it's probably not but it's probably very

          20    close to being the only lift span on the interstate freeway

          21    system in the U.S.  Obviously there are a lot of advantages to

          22    not having a lift span in terms of travel reliability as well

          23    as maintenance and operating costs.

          24               There's a lot of difficult issues with constraints

          25    crossing the corridor.  We can talk about those if you like
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           1    but we're still not certain at this point whether we'll be

           2    able to build a fixed span or we'll have to build something

           3    that would also have a lift span in it.
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           4               And very briefly, the recognition was that if you

           5    address the problems at the river itself you still need to

           6    address the interchanges north and south to address congestion

           7    and weaving problems, and this is just an example of it.

           8    Right now in the evening traffic backs up coming north out of

           9    Portland at the bridge and that bridge essentially acts as a

          10    meter so that once you get beyond the bridge traffic flows

          11    really well.

          12               If we address the capacity problem at the river,

          13    some of the design issues with the interchanges north of the

          14    river will become much more apparent, and this just is an

          15    example of one of them.  It's a picture of I-5 between Fourth

          16    Plain and SR-500 and what that shows is there's a short

          17    weaving section that will become more of a problem if you

          18    unplug the river crossing.

          19               So that very briefly -- not so briefly.  Between

          20    Bob and me we've now covered about 15 years worth of prior

          21    studies that included the DEIS for the railroad crossing, has

          22    included an awful lot of work in evaluation, potential impacts

          23    to resources, both on the natural side and the built

          24    environment.

          25               We obviously do have a lot of work to move forward.
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           1    We will be building from the prior studies, reevaluating where

           2    we need to in order to make sure that those conclusions that

           3    are reached are valid.  So that's essentially where we are.

           4               So at that point are there any questions about the

           5    prior studies, either to me or to Bob?
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           6               Yes.

           7                    RUSSELL HOLTER:  Russell Holter.  I just

           8    wanted to make one clarification to a point that you had made

           9    when you had said that the -- that the Interstate Bridge was

          10    on the national register.  That's just the northbound side.

          11               But the correction that I wanted to make was that

          12    the southbound side, the twin bridge, that's considered

          13    eligible for listing on the national register and therefore

          14    afforded the same protections as if it were listed on the

          15    national registry.

          16                    JAY LYMAN:  Very good.  Thank you.

          17               Other comments or questions?

          18               Jeff.

          19                    JEFF GRAHAM:  My name's Jeff Graham.  Could

          20    you comment on the public involvement, the outreach that was

          21    done for the I-5 transportation and trade corridor study?

          22                    JAY LYMAN:  Yes, I'll be glad to.  In a way it

          23    mirrored what we're talking about doing to the EIS.  We had a

          24    round of outreach to communities on both sides of the river

          25    at the point where we were identifying issues of concern.  We
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           1    had a round of outreach at the point where we were looking to

           2    try to identify alternatives that people were interested in

           3    having us consider.

           4               We had a round of outreach at the point where the

           5    alternatives had been evaluated and the recommendations for

           6    screening down to a more detailed set and that happened in

           7    June of 2000-- May of 2001.
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           8               There was a further round of outreach after that.

           9    A more detailed set of alternatives have been considered which

          10    was in late 2001, and then there was one or two more rounds of

          11    outreach in the first half of 2002 as the task force started

          12    to pull the information together into a set of

          13    recommendations.

          14               So all in all -- and every time we did an outreach

          15    there were meetings -- at least one meeting on both sides of

          16    the river, sometimes more than one meeting on each side of the

          17    river. There were newspaper ads, there were radio

          18    announcements.  It was a pretty aggressive outreach program.

          19               I probably missed something in there, Jeff, but

          20    that's sort of the framework of it.

          21                    JEFF GRAHAM:  And did you receive public

          22    comments at those meetings as well?

          23                    JAY LYMAN:  Yes, we did, and those were

          24    documented and taken back to the decision process and the task

          25    force -- one of the distinctions, given the nature of that
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           1    prior study as a strategic plan, the task force actually did

           2    have decision making authority.

           3               So all of the comments from the public meetings

           4    were summarized and presented to the task force, and in fact

           5    before decision making at the task force, there were public

           6    comment periods at the task force meetings themselves.

           7               Other questions?

           8               Yes, ma'am.

           9                    JOYCE COHEN:  I'm Joyce Cohen.  I'm interested
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          10    in what additional studies you are planning for if there are

          11    any gaps you need to fill in.

          12                    JAY LYMAN:  We are working right now on trying

          13    to address a lot of the questions that were left unresolved on

          14    how to cross the river in terms of the feasibility of

          15    different kinds of structure types.  That's going to take a

          16    lot of emphasis.

          17               Just very briefly, there are -- there's a

          18    navigation channel across the river.  Pretty much everywhere

          19    you see a picture of the river there are two navigation

          20    channels, one where the lift span is now and one at the hump

          21    in the bridges, if you call it.  It's like a third of the way

          22    south of the Vancouver side, there's a hump that was

          23    constructed to allow mid height barges and sail boats to get

          24    through without requiring a boat lift.

          25               Right now we're working on the engineering to

                                   Rider & Associates, Inc.

                                          360.693.4111
�
                                                                            39

           1    figure out what are the feasible ways to either add a bridge

           2    to that crossing or replace those crossings and still provide

           3    for the marine navigation and provide for the other big issue

           4    which is the vertical clearance, because the second picture

           5    there, the -- just to the upstream side of the Columbia River,

           6    right there is Pearson Air Park.

           7               It's a general aviation airport and there are --

           8    it's an active airport so there are daily -- lots of daily

           9    flights that take off to and from and their flight path

          10    crosses the north end of the bridge.

          11               In fact, the north tower of the lift span
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          12    encroaches into the clear zone now and so one of the things

          13    that we're working very carefully to do is figure out what

          14    kind of designs can be considered that would keep you high

          15    enough for the ships to get under and low enough for the

          16    airplanes to get over, and it's quite a challenge.

          17               Beyond that, Joyce, there are a full range of

          18    background studies and I believe Jeff's going to be talking

          19    about that momentarily, about the baseline environmental

          20    studies that are ongoing right now.  Of course, we're also

          21    looking at the design issues north and south of the river

          22    crossing and within the five mile area that I mentioned.

          23               We're starting -- I guess that's probably it in a

          24    nutshell.  The intent will be a full and fair evaluation of

          25    alternatives in that five mile area, you know, through the
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           1    process.  And we are actively working right now.  We have a

           2    transit working group starting to do the first steps toward

           3    defining a public discussion of transit alternatives.

           4                    JOYCE COHEN:  Thank you.

           5                    JAY LYMAN:  There's a question in the back

           6    there.

           7                    DAN KEMP:  Dan Kemp, ODOT.  Could you talk a

           8    little bit more about why the surface arterial option was

           9    eliminated in the prior study.

          10                    JAY LYMAN:  Sure.  The short version of the

          11    answer, and then I'll come back and give the longer version,

          12    was the short version of the answer was that even if you built

          13    a parallel bridge it would not relieve the need to address the
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          14    congestion in the I-5 corridor.

          15               You would still be faced with a major congestion

          16    problem and a safety problem in the I-5 corridor that would

          17    have to be addressed.

          18               The longer version of that is we did look at the

          19    cost and the regional travel performance, simply doing

          20    something in another corridor, because it has a lot of -- I

          21    don't think any of us would argue that a new corridor, at

          22    least conceptually, sounds like a good idea because it would

          23    help disburse traffic.

          24               What we found was that the -- there is so much

          25    traffic that -- very scientific term -- that wants to be in
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           1    the I-5 corridor because of the nature of their trip patterns,

           2    either because of the way the regional highway and arterial

           3    network is constructed, it all funnels into the I-5 corridor,

           4    or because their trip ends or beginnings are somewhere that

           5    really makes it inconvenient to go somewhere else.

           6               So even if you build a bridge somewhere else what

           7    happens is that there's still an enormous demand for crossing

           8    the I-5 corridor.  When we modeled an arterial crossing we

           9    found that the diversion wasn't -- to that new crossing was in

          10    the order of ten or 15 percent, I believe, and at the rate

          11    that the travel demand is growing in the corridor that's about

          12    five or six years' worth of growth that you're accommodating

          13    and then you'd be back with the same problem that you'd have

          14    otherwise.

          15                    DAN KEMP:  Okay.  Thank you.
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          16                    JAY LYMAN:  Other questions?  All right.

          17    Thank you very much.

          18                    WAYNE KOBER:  Thank you, Jay.  I think we

          19    should take a break.  You've been sitting listening a lot.

          20    It's 1:46.  Why don't we get together between 2:00 and 2:05.

          21                        (Recess taken.)

          22                    WAYNE KOBER:  Okay.  We're going to start with

          23    the next part of the scoping meeting here.  Heather wanted me

          24    to remind everybody that there's a sheet for comments that

          25    we'd like you to fill out today or think about what you heard
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           1    today that we talked about and I think we wanted those by --

           2                    HEATHER GUNDERSEN:  End of November.

           3                    WAYNE KOBER:  -- end of November because the

           4    public meetings start next week or actually tomorrow, right?

           5                    HEATHER GUNDERSON:  They can do e-mail or mail

           6    in comments.  So you can e-mail them to me, you can mail in

           7    comments.  Also the web site, there's a way to do comments

           8    there as well.  So yes, get them to us.

           9                    WAYNE KOBER:  Is there a comment form on the

          10    web site, or how do they do that?

          11                    HEATHER GUNDERSON:  Is there?  I know there's

          12    a way to comment on the web site, isn't there, Jay?

          13                    JAY LYMAN:  I'm way in the back of the room.

          14    There is an opportunity to comment on the web site.  I don't

          15    know if it's a formal comment form but there's a chance to

          16    say -- you know, send your comments in -- send your comments

          17    in to the project team.
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          18                    HEATHER GUNDERSON:  Probably the best way is

          19    to send them directly to me.  So I think all of you have my

          20    e-mail address because I e-mailed you the invitation to the

          21    meeting today.  I'll handle them all.

          22                    WAYNE KOBER:  Does anybody have any questions

          23    from the last segment of the meeting?

          24               We can go to the next segment.  Okay.  I'd like to

          25    turn the discussion over to Dave Parisi and Jeff Heilman to
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           1    talk about the scope, purpose and need in the study area.

           2               It's all yours.

           3                    DAVID PARISI:  Can I use that microphone?

           4                    HEATHER GUNDERSON:  There's one right here.

           5                    DAVID PARISI:  Good afternoon.  My name's

           6    David Parisi.  I'm the consultant transporation planning

           7    manager for the CRC project and what I'm going to go over

           8    first is the problem definition we've been working on with

           9    stakeholders as well as during this presentation I'll talk

          10    about the study area we're going to be looking at.

          11               Obviously one of the very first things we need to

          12    do is work with folks to understand what the problems in the

          13    study area are before we can come up with solutions for that,

          14    so what we're going to do is review some of the data that's

          15    been used in the partnership study plus the information we are

          16    currently collecting for the project, as well as continue our

          17    dialogue with the public about some of the problems in the

          18    area.

          19               Before I talk about some of the problems in the
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          20    bridge influence area I want to really step back and talk

          21    about the role of I-5.  It is the only continuous north-south

          22    interstate on the west coast.  It provides interstate

          23    connectivity between Vancouver and Portland and our other

          24    highway that does that is I-205 obviously.

          25               Within the bridge influence area I-5 extends five
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           1    miles from roughly SR-500 in Washington to Columbia Boulevard

           2    in Portland.  It has interchanges with three highways and six

           3    arterial roadways in that short distance and provides access

           4    to a lot of different land uses including downtown Vancouver,

           5    recreational land uses, industrial land uses, the Columbia

           6    corridor, two major ports, and residential land uses as well.

           7               As you all know, the bridges actually consist of

           8    two side-by-side bridges.  The eastern bridge, which serves

           9    northbound traffic, was built in 1917 at a cost of about $1.75

          10    million.  It was funded with five cent tolls, the construction

          11    was.

          12               The other bridge, the western bridge, the

          13    southbound bridge, was built in 1958.  It was also funded with

          14    tolls.  It started at 20 cents for cars, 40 cents for light

          15    trucks and 60 cents for heavy trucks so both bridges have been

          16    funded with tolls.  They're each three lanes and today traffic

          17    volumes are between about 125 and 130,000 vehicles per day

          18    across these bridges.

          19               I'm not going to spend a whole lot of time on this

          20    chart but we've been doing a lot of work to understand where

          21    trips are coming from and going to that cross the bridges.
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          22    And we've shaded three different areas here.  The yellow area,

          23    what we call an external area, are -- which we're calling

          24    regional areas which is within the four county area of

          25    Clackamas, Multnomah, Washington and Clark County.
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           1               And then that little red-maroon block is the bridge

           2    influence area which again is SR-500 and Columbia Boulevard,

           3    about one mile in either direction.  And we know from some of

           4    the data that's been collected and the modeling work that we

           5    do, that about 47 percent of the traffic that goes across the

           6    bridge is going from region to region.  So, for instance, from

           7    Clark County to downtown Portland.

           8               Only seven percent of the traffic crossing the

           9    bridge actually goes from outside of the region to another

          10    point outside the region.  So, for instance, Olympia to

          11    Eugene.  And 32 percent of the traffic that crosses the bridge

          12    is a trip between -- somewhere between the four county region

          13    in the bridge influence area or vice versa.

          14               So we really have a good idea about the trips going

          15    across the bridge.  Here's another way of looking at it.  This

          16    is a diagram that shows p.m. peak traffic forecast for the

          17    year 2020.  This is what we did in our partnership work.  And

          18    this is northbound traffic across the I-5 bridge.

          19               I've highlighted in yellow here a couple of key

          20    destinations and origins of that traffic.  For instance, 31

          21    percent of traffic going across the bridge originates in the

          22    Columbia corridor area, 19 percent of the traffic originates

          23    in north or northeast Portland.
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          24               So 50 percent of the traffic originating from south

          25    of the bridge is coming from those areas, and 50 percent of
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           1    the traffic getting off the bridge is going to downtown

           2    Vancouver or the Port of Vancouver, central or east Vancouver

           3    or east Clark County, all locations that use the ramps within

           4    the bridge influence area.

           5               This is called a histogram and what this is showing

           6    is the number of trips today -- we're actually under year 2000

           7    conditions -- that go across the bridge and how long those

           8    trips are.  The average trip length Jay mentioned earlier is

           9    about 16 miles, so of all the cars and trucks going across the

          10    bridge, the average trip length is 16 miles.

          11               Trips can vary certainly up to much more than 40

          12    miles for those external trips.  I'm not going to go over this

          13    chart.  It will take me a little while.  Go to the next slide.

          14               So now what I'm going to do is talk about the seven

          15    elements of the problem definition.  These feed into the

          16    purpose and need, which we'll talk about a little bit later,

          17    and I'm going to read you that.

          18               The first one is travel demand exceeds capacity in

          19    the I-5 bridge influence area causing heavy congestion and

          20    delay during peak travel periods for automobile, transit and

          21    freight traffic.  This limits mobility within the region and

          22    impedes access to major activity centers.

          23               And this slide is showing some of the traffic

          24    volumes over time across the I-5 bridge.  In 1960 there was

          25    about 30,000 vehicles a day.  In 1966 the tolls were removed.
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           1    The second bridge, it was also funded with tolls, those

           2    continued until 1966.  In 1980 traffic increased up to 100,000

           3    cars a day.  That's quite a bit.

           4               And then in 1982 the Glenn Jackson Bridge, the I-5,

           5    205 bridge, opened which gave some relief to the I-5 corridor,

           6    but today we're seeing, as I said earlier, about 125, 130,000

           7    vehicles per day across the corridor.

           8               And these slides are showing the stop and go

           9    conditions that occur throughout the day.  During the peak

          10    periods up to two to five hours of stop and go conditions are

          11    occurring.

          12               The bridges, each have three lanes but they don't

          13    have the normal capacity of a three lane highway.  Because of

          14    the short merging and diverging ramps on either side of the

          15    bridge we only have the capacity of about 5,500 vehicles per

          16    hour across each bridge.  All modes are affected and also when

          17    we have bridge lifts -- this is showing the southbound I-5

          18    approaching the bridge.  It says prepare to stop.

          19               Of course, those are not allowed during the peak

          20    times but when they do occur they can cause delays and

          21    congestion, can take 20 or 30 minutes or more for traffic to

          22    recover from that.

          23               Second issue.  Transit service between Vancouver

          24    and Portland is constrained by the limited capacity in the I-5

          25    corridor and is subject to the same congestion as other
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           1    vehicles, affecting transit reliability and operations.

           2               This is a photo of the Salmon Creek transit center.

           3    A lot of the buses that take I-5 typically through the bridge

           4    influence area are express buses and when buses get caught in

           5    the congestion they're faced with -- just like cars are --

           6    they're incurring increased service hours, higher operating

           7    costs, and just to be able to provide the same level of

           8    service in the future that they do now, that would mean we

           9    need more buses.

          10               Here's some buses approaching the bridge.  This is

          11    looking southerly but these buses are moving northbound.

          12               Third point.  The access of truck-hauled freight to

          13    the ports of Vancouver and Portland and to regionally

          14    significant industrial and commercial districts is impaired by

          15    congestion in the I-5 bridge influence area.

          16               Obviously, as I mentioned earlier, we have

          17    significant industrial areas in the Columbia River corridor.

          18    Showing up on top left is terminal six, on the bottom right is

          19    the Port of Vancouver.  This region and its economy really

          20    depend on freight through the bridge influence area.

          21               Trucks -- go back to that slide.  Trucks are still

          22    again subject to the same type of congestion.  What's

          23    happening now though is our congestion is infringing upon

          24    midday period when trucks are trying to use the roadways where

          25    there's less congestion but that congestion is infringing upon
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           1    that midday period and we're seeing again up to five hours of

           2    congestion today and it's predicted to get worse, and I'll

           3    show you those in a minute.

           4               Fourth point.  The I-5 bridge crossing area and its

           5    approach sections experience crash rates up to 2.5 times

           6    higher than state-wide averages for comparable urban freeways

           7    in Washington and Oregon, largely due to substandard design.

           8    Evaluations attribute crashes to congestion, closely spaced

           9    interchanges, short weave and merge sections, vertical grade

          10    changes in the bridge span, and narrow shoulders.  Here's just

          11    a couple of the accidents.

          12               We recently conducted some safety analysis.  In the

          13    last five years, just within the five mile bridge influence

          14    area, there's been over 2,000 reported crashes.  Most of them

          15    have been rear-ends.  About 80 percent of them have been

          16    rear-end accidents.  15 percent or so have been sideswipes.

          17               These are -- these primarily have occurred during

          18    the peak periods and these are the type of accidents that

          19    occur because of congestion and short weave areas and merging

          20    areas as well.

          21               Here's a photo that shows a very substandard

          22    shoulder on one of the approach ramps.  And the photo on the

          23    left is looking -- what is that -- Hayden Island.  On the

          24    right you're in downtown Vancouver.  You can see right here

          25    how short the merging areas are.  The diverging area, there's
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           1    weaves that go along the highway.
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           2               These actually worked when they were designed years

           3    ago, when the traffic volume was 30,000 vehicle per day, but

           4    according to today's standards they just don't meet them.

           5               Another critical factor is that there are eight

           6    interchanges within the five mile bridge influence area.

           7    Excluding the bridge that means there's an average spacing

           8    between interchanges of about half a mile.  Urban interchange

           9    spacing standards call for a minimum spacing of one mile.

          10               Fifth point.  Bicycle and pedestrian facilities for

          11    crossing the Columbia River in the I-5 bridge influence area

          12    are not designed to promote nonmotorized access and

          13    connectivity across the river.

          14               I don't know how many of you ever walk or bike

          15    across the Interstate Bridge.  The pathway's about six to

          16    eight feet wide.  The minimum standard for a multi use pathway

          17    is ten feet.  It's also very uncomfortable to take these

          18    because you're so close to traffic.  The connections to the

          19    bridges themselves are very difficult, circuitous, and lastly,

          20    most of the facilities do not meet ADA standards.

          21               Sixth problem.  The I-5 bridges across the Columbia

          22    River do not meet current seismic standards, leaving them

          23    vulnerable to failure in an earthquake.  Again these bridges

          24    were built many, many decades ago.  There really wasn't a

          25    consideration about seismic standards.  So as one thing, they
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           1    were not built, they have not been retrofitted, to perform in

           2    a heavy earthquake, a significant earthquake.

           3               And the seventh point.  The first six points I
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           4    noted are existing conditions.  Those are things that are

           5    happening now.  The seventh point is as the Portland-Vancouver

           6    region grows, mobility and accessibility for automobile,

           7    vehicular freight, and transit will decline unless the

           8    disparity between the demand and capacity in the I-5 influence

           9    area is addressed.

          10               The increasing disparity between demand and

          11    capacity will lead to longer delays, increased accident rates,

          12    and diminished quality of life and economic opportunity.

          13               The population of the four county area is expected

          14    to increase by 40 percent within the next 20 years.  With that

          15    there will be a lot more traffic.  At the same time the amount

          16    of freight hauling in the area is supposed to double.  It's

          17    predicted to double.

          18               Daily traffic volumes on the I-5 bridge are

          19    expected to go from 125,000 we see today up to 180,000.  So

          20    what will that mean?  That'll mean that our duration of

          21    congestion which today is off around two to three hours in the

          22    morning, will extend to -- will extend to four or more hours

          23    during the morning.

          24               In the afternoon the duration of congestion will

          25    extend from a couple hours to up to five-and-a-half or six
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           1    hours.  What's going to happen is that midday period is just

           2    going to be overlapped with these peaks so it's going to be

           3    congestion throughout most of the day.

           4               So what does all that lead to?  It will lead to

           5    more deterioration of traffic, diminished mobility and
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           6    accessibility.  Increased travel demands will lead to

           7    increased congestion and delay for all the modes we've been

           8    talking about.

           9               A safety deterioration due to increased congestion

          10    with these substandard facilities that we're faced with.  A

          11    reduction in access to jobs, shopping and recreation.  And

          12    lastly, adverse effects to freight distribution and freight

          13    access.

          14               So that wraps up the problem definition as a work

          15    in progress.  This also feeds into the purpose and need.  With

          16    that I'd invite Jeff up here for a discussion on this.  The

          17    purpose and need, by the way, was on the table and in your

          18    packets that you got today.

          19                    WAYNE KOBER:  Is there any questions for Dave

          20    before Jeff starts?

          21                    JEFF HEILMAN:  Actually we're going to combine

          22    the two since the purpose and need really draws -- the purpose

          23    and need draws directly from the problem definition.  It's

          24    really -- it's the exact same issues.

          25               The justification that David gave really is the

                                   Rider & Associates, Inc.

                                          360.693.4111
�
                                                                            53

           1    foundation for the purpose and need.  So I wasn't going to go

           2    through the purpose and need itself, which would be

           3    repetition, the exact same topics.

           4               Does everybody have a copy of the purpose and need?

           5               You'll see on it basically that the top part, the

           6    paragraph up front is the purpose statement, and then below

           7    that each need is identified with a specific paragraph, and
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           8    those pretty much follow the exact same issues that David was

           9    talking about.

          10               So any discussion or questions, comments, we've got

          11    on problem definition are really combined with the purpose and

          12    needs.  It's all the same topic.

          13                    PHIL REESE:  My question was on the -- I guess

          14    I don't know if it's implicit under the first point or not.

          15    Phil Reese from the City of Vancouver.  I didn't see travel

          16    time reliability or predictability under any of the points on

          17    the purpose and need and I don't know if that's an important

          18    point or not.  It may be implicit in something that's in there

          19    already.

          20               And then the second comment is the first point

          21    touches on spillover traffic from I-5 onto parallel arterials,

          22    and again I don't know if this is important or not, but what

          23    about the -- right now the cues on the ramps back up on the

          24    city arterials in both Portland and Vancouver.  I mean

          25    substantially.  I don't know if that's a consideration that
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           1    ought to be on here or not.

           2                    DAVID PARISI:  Those are good points.  We'll

           3    take those under consideration.  Possibly -- we're going -- in

           4    our problem definition, by the way, it's one sentence for each

           5    of those topic areas and we provide some backup information,

           6    and I think we'll consider those areas with that backup

           7    information as well.

           8                    JEFF HEILMAN:  Travel time clearly is an

           9    issue.  Like we said, this is a draft purpose and need.  It's
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          10    a work in progress.  This is the first take at it.  There will

          11    be more modeling that will be done that will really probably

          12    give us travel times, for example.  The travel time for the

          13    auto as well as transit travel time.  We intend to look at

          14    both.

          15                    MIKE McCABE:  I have -- actually I just -- I

          16    have a lot of comments but I think I'll save most of them so

          17    that I can just e-mail them in but I've got one question now.

          18    On the second page of the purpose and need, safety and

          19    vulnerability to incidents, the first sentence, I-5 river

          20    crossing crash rates nearly 2.5 times higher than state-wide

          21    averages for comparable facilities.

          22               I was just curious, is there really a comparable

          23    facility in the State of Oregon or Washington or -- I mean a

          24    river crossing like that?  Is that compared to a long bridge

          25    or is it the approach section or --
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           1                    DAVID PARISI:  It's compared to urban freeways

           2    so, for instance, it's compared to all the rates combined.

           3    Like the I-84, Banfield through Portland, some of the freeways

           4    through the Puget Sound area as well.

           5                    MIKE McCABE:  I had actually one other

           6    question.  It was on your presentation.  There was a statement

           7    I think on the last slide.  It said something about jobs lost.

           8    Well, in any event -- oh, that's it.  It's reduction in access

           9    to jobs.  Now, how did -- how is that determined?

          10                    DAVID PARISI:  That statement is reflective of

          11    the amount of congestion that would occur in an area,
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          12    particularly in a bridge influence area.  If we have a lot of

          13    congestion we reduce access to everything including to

          14    employment.  Like Jay mentioned, the extra travel time to get

          15    to these locations.

          16               And in the previous modeling work, in some cases

          17    double and triple the travel time to get from point A to point

          18    B because of the amount of congestion predicted in the future.

          19                    MAX MAJESKI:  My name is Max Majeski.  I had a

          20    question about the scope of this EIS.  When you were talking

          21    earlier about the strategic plan I think you mentioned that

          22    the bridge influence area went from I-205 down to I-405 or

          23    I-84, but it looks like this project is looking at SR-500 to

          24    Columbia Boulevard.  Can you just talk a little bit about how

          25    that decision was made about the terminus for the EIS.
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           1                    JEFF HEILMAN:  How the decision was made?

           2                    MAX MAJESKI:  Yes.

           3                    JEFF HEILMAN:  A lot of that I would say comes

           4    out of the strategic plan, the I-5 trade partnership.  It had

           5    particular recommendations focused on the BIA, the bridge

           6    influence area between SR-500 and Columbia Boulevard.

           7               Now, the study area, that's -- that's the area

           8    we're really looking at for potential improvements and those

           9    are the key needs that we're looking to address are in that

          10    BIA.  The EIS itself, when we're looking at -- so what are the

          11    effects of the various alternatives that will be proposed in

          12    the EIS.  Obviously we will be broader than that.  Wherever

          13    impacts would occur, we'll look at that.  David is itching.
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          14                    MAX MAJESKI:  So is that sort of the primary

          15    with the API?  That was the other part of my question.  In the

          16    baseline reports you've got a primary API and a secondary API

          17    and I was wondering the significance of those and how those

          18    tie into the scope of this EIS.

          19                    JEFF HEILMAN:  Well, we think for most

          20    elements of the environment there's going to be -- there's a

          21    certain type of impact or level of impact that's going to

          22    occur, from direct physical changes, like a roadway or a

          23    transit facility itself being built right there.  It has a

          24    direct physical impact on the environment.

          25               That would be the primary API.  We'll define that
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           1    primary API and there will be intense data collection in that

           2    area to look at what the effect on the environment would be.

           3    In addition, we're also going to define a secondary API.

           4    Outside of the area where there would be direct physical

           5    impacts there's still the potential for impacts.

           6               Are there changes because of -- changes in traffic

           7    patterns, air quality.  Visual, for example.  The visual

           8    changes could have impacts much farther than just where the

           9    direct physical impacts occur.  They could have impacts at

          10    viewpoints, through corridors, etcetera.

          11               That's what the secondary API is about, trying to

          12    get more of a handle and make sure we capture the impacts so

          13    it would occur outside where physical changes happen.

          14                    PATTY BETTS:  I think you're looking to

          15    address this, I just don't see it necessarily mentioned in the
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          16    paper here on the purpose and need, and that -- somebody had

          17    mentioned, you know, these projects seem to go about a 30 year

          18    spacing.

          19               I'm wondering -- and this was at the previous

          20    meeting we were at as well, the idea of trying to create

          21    something that's a long-term solution and would it be

          22    appropriate to have language in here that either talks about

          23    the problem that -- these bridge construction projects have

          24    had kind of a -- you know, keep coming back every 30 years but

          25    in the future, you know, the options for footprint expansion
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           1    are becoming more and more difficult and problematic and

           2    therefore a possible purpose might be to think about a

           3    long-term solution of ability to accommodate future people and

           4    goods, mobility needs, that might be longer than the typical

           5    whatever, 20 years, you know, actually putting some emphasis

           6    on that or some priority on that.

           7                    JEFF HEILMAN:  Anything else on the problem

           8    definition, purpose and need?

           9               Ted.

          10                    TED DREXLER:  I'm Ted Drexler, representing

          11    Port of Vancouver, and my question is the -- in the purpose

          12    statement, all the points are identifying the things that will

          13    be done to address problems.  I'm wondering if there was

          14    consideration for language that said what this project wasn't

          15    going to do, that with -- in terms of disruption to -- issues

          16    for contact and design, the dual purpose of this is to provide

          17    these groups but also acknowledge the existing community
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          18    around and be sensitive to that, if that language is thought

          19    of being put in the statement.

          20                    JEFF HEILMAN:  The avoidance, minimization and

          21    impacts to other resources.  Not for the purpose and need

          22    statement but definitely in the vision and values statement,

          23    and then also what we'll follow on from that is the evaluation

          24    criteria.

          25               The criteria that will actually be used to screen
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           1    alternatives and ultimately select preferred alternatives will

           2    reflect that kind of value.  I'm going to talk after this

           3    about the vision and values statement which gets at some of

           4    those issues, the nontransportation goals and objectives of

           5    the problem.

           6               But the purpose and need is really restricted to

           7    the transporation needs.  Then on top of that there are other

           8    evaluation criteria that essentially they are -- they're the

           9    tasks at the sideboards for -- while we are -- our real

          10    primary purpose of this project is to address these

          11    transportation needs.

          12               We want to do it in this way.  Sensitive to the

          13    community, minimize, maybe improve environmental conditions,

          14    etcetera, promote economic vitality, the other

          15    nontransportation goals and objectives.

          16               Anything else?

          17               Okay.  Thanks, David.

          18               Am I up next?

          19                    WAYNE KOBER:  You're next.
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          20                    JEFF HEILMAN:  Just real quickly, admittedly

          21    this is a CYA piece of paper.  The recent federal --

          22    reauthorization of the federal transportation bill safety loop

          23    had some changes, some modifications to what agencies need to

          24    do, FHWA and FTA under NEPA, and there's a piece of paper out

          25    there that is -- the rules have not come out to actually
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           1    implement it yet so we're having to work directly with FTA and

           2    FHWA, what should we do in the meantime until the rules come

           3    out.

           4               There's a piece of paper over on the table.  It

           5    looks will this.  It says memorandum at the top.  In

           6    particular, what this is about, is that it requires three main

           7    things.  One is that there -- the allowance for public and

           8    agency input on the project purpose and need, and the first

           9    part of that is what we just went through, part of the scoping

          10    meeting.  That's not the end of it.  Continue to be able to

          11    comment on that at any time through the scoping process.

          12               And the second is for -- oh, and also on project

          13    alternatives.  We don't really have much in the way of project

          14    alternatives but what we have so far we'll talk about a little

          15    bit later.  Jay and Allen Lehto from TriMet are going to talk

          16    about that.

          17               And then the second part is also agency review of

          18    proposed analysis methods.  That's another new requirement.

          19    Some of these -- a lot of these things are happening on

          20    different projects but maybe don't happen consistently and in

          21    some states maybe don't happen much at all, so this is the --
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          22    Congress's way of saying we want this to happen uniformly

          23    across the country.

          24               So the second part of that is agency review of the

          25    proposed analysis methods.  As I said, that will come later.
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           1    We'll have these what we call methods reports that will be

           2    reviewed and we'll get and collect input from resource

           3    agencies, permitting agencies, etcetera.

           4               And the third will be the development of a

           5    coordination plan and a schedule for how that coordination's

           6    going to occur.  This is the first start at that, of a

           7    coordination plan.  It outlines our plan so far for the agency

           8    coordination and our plans so far for public coordination.

           9               It's listed on this sheet of paper.  Make sure you

          10    get a look at it, let us know if you have any thoughts about

          11    what's on there.  It's in the process of -- like I said, it's

          12    a work in progress so any thoughts you have on it will be more

          13    than welcome.

          14               Any questions or comments at this point?  Okay.

          15               So vision and values.  The vision and values, it

          16    says here they're really a foundation of what is the project

          17    really trying to accomplish, what's the study trying to

          18    accomplish, what are we trying to accomplish with the

          19    alternatives.

          20               I think they're going to be -- the task force is

          21    going to adopt them; is that right?  When will they do that?

          22                    JAY LYMAN:  November.

          23                    JEFF HEILMAN:  At their November meeting.  The
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          24    39 member task force that was talked about before when we

          25    talked about the different groups will adopt these vision and
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           1    values as this is really -- this is the vision of what we want

           2    to create with this project and these are the values that we

           3    want our project to be consistent with.

           4               So this goes beyond just the transportation

           5    driver's board.  It goes to the other objectives, the other

           6    aspirations for the project.  So it develops a foundation for

           7    developing the criteria and the measures that will be used to

           8    evaluate the alternatives, and it also provides sort of a

           9    background for the purpose and need but it's much more generic

          10    than the purpose and need.

          11               So the vision.  That's stated on here.  Does

          12    everybody have a copy of this, the vision and values sheet?

          13    It says task force vision and values statement, final draft,

          14    10-12-05.

          15               Part of the vision is that whatever we end up with

          16    at the end, they want the process to have been inclusive and

          17    collaborative.  Consider the work of the I-5 trade and

          18    transportation partnership.  I think the intent there was

          19    let's make good use of the effort and the planning and the

          20    work that people have already done, put into studying the

          21    problem to date.  Let's not reinvent the wheel, let's make

          22    good use of that foundation.

          23               Third is financially feasible solution.  We don't

          24    want to create something -- create an alternative that

          25    ultimately we couldn't afford to build.  Fourth, sustain and
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           1    stimulate a healthy community by addressing its mobility and

           2    transportation needs.

           3               Fifth, we want a solution that increases business

           4    success and family prosperity.  Then second to the last, we

           5    want a solution that protects natural resources, and last, a

           6    solution that enhances the quality of life.  And each of the

           7    values get into that a little bit deeper.

           8               The transportation related values, I just lumped

           9    these all together because in a lot of ways what David was

          10    talking about was really more detailed, more explanation of

          11    these.  We wanted to provide multi-modal choices, to address

          12    safety issues, to improve mobility reliability, access, reduce

          13    congestion and increase efficiency.

          14               Community livability.  This is a new one.  This is

          15    not really -- this isn't reflected in the purpose and need

          16    because purpose and need is focused on transportation.  It's

          17    again a healthy community, vibrant mix of land use that

          18    includes historic, industrial, recreational, cultural,

          19    commercial, etcetera.

          20               Supporting aesthetic quality that achieves a

          21    regional landmark.  This bridge is going to have -- if we

          22    ultimately end up with a bridge -- will have a pretty big

          23    visual footprint and a big effect on the visual environment so

          24    the idea is there to acknowledge that.  We want that to be

          25    high quality.
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           1               Also another value of community livability is

           2    recognizing the history of the community, support improved

           3    community cohesion and avoid neighborhood disruption.  And

           4    last, preserve park, historic and cultural resources and green

           5    spaces.  Another value is regional economy and freight

           6    mobility.

           7               A lot of this is really transportation but it does

           8    go a little bit beyond that.  It gets into the economic issues

           9    associated with transportation as well, freight in particular,

          10    job access, so on.

          11               This is the one about stewardship of the natural

          12    environment and really sensitivity to human resources.

          13    Respect, protect and improve natural resources including fish,

          14    wildlife habitat and water quality.  Support improved air

          15    quality, minimize impacts with noise, light and glare and

          16    support energy efficiency through design, construction and

          17    use.  Well, the sustainability theme is in there and contact

          18    sensitive themes is in this one as well.

          19               This is about really equity.  Equitable

          20    distribution of impacts, equitable distribution of benefits.

          21    This has to do, of course, with the environmental justice

          22    issues but it's beyond that as well.  It's not just the

          23    environmental justice community, although that's a significant

          24    portion of that, it's the communities as a whole.

          25               Okay.  Cost effectiveness and financial resources.
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           1    This value is obviously about economic responsibility really.

           2    Cost effectiveness in design, construction, maintenance and

           3    operation, and then the funding plan.  There are going to be a

           4    number of considerations about how would a project like this

           5    be funded; the highway portion, the transit portion, mix of

           6    the two.

           7               That's it.  Any thoughts about vision and values?

           8               Okay.  The next topic then is environmental -- are

           9    environmental issues.  So I would imagine most all of you are

          10    familiar with the usual environmental elements that are

          11    covered in an EIS.  We're going to cover those and this is a

          12    list of them.  I think we've captured all of them here.

          13               We're just embarking now on data collection.  We're

          14    just really embarking now on data collection so this is -- the

          15    initial round of data collection is happening now and will

          16    continue to happen for awhile here.  Try to collect data that

          17    will be used and helpful for the screening of alternatives,

          18    can be the first -- actually the first use of it will be the

          19    development of conceptual alternatives.

          20               Try to identify those significant resources, those

          21    most sensitive resources, things you really want to try to

          22    avoid or if you can't avoid you at least know up-front, and if

          23    you impact it it's going to potentially affect your project

          24    either through cost, through schedule, through community

          25    relations, etcetera.
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           1               Additional data collection.  For example, we don't

           2    have -- we don't have rights of entry at this point in time so
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           3    we aren't delineating wetlands, we aren't going onto

           4    properties that aren't otherwise available and accessible to

           5    the public.  That kind of thing will happen in the spring.

           6    Wetland delineation, for example, will wait until the spring.

           7    This isn't really the best time of the year to be doing that.

           8               The products that will come out of it, first of

           9    all, are environmental baseline reports that will describe in

          10    quite a bit of detail, between the reports and the back up EIS

          11    data, what data was collected, what are the sources that it

          12    came from, what data did we actually find and what does it

          13    mean.  There's an interpretation in there as well, what does

          14    it mean for the project.

          15               And just a couple of samples.  I'll just give you a

          16    couple samples of some of what we've got so far.  Like I said,

          17    we haven't done the detailed data collection yet.  That's

          18    still to come.  I think what we would be really interested in

          19    today is your feedback and your thoughts right now on are

          20    there particular issues in any of these elements of the

          21    environment that you want to make sure that we address, or as

          22    we address them are there particular ways that you want us to

          23    do it, like in coordination with you or other entities that

          24    you want to make sure that we consult with.  How do you want

          25    to be brought into this process, so forth.
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           1               Wetland resources.  We really just have a national

           2    wetland inventory at this point in time.  Five major wetland

           3    areas.  Really they're all on the Oregon side.  There are some

           4    -- appears to be some smaller ones up on the Washington side
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           5    as well but nothing like the Delta Park or the Vanport

           6    wetlands.

           7               But there are some associated, for example, with

           8    Burnt Bridge Creek.  Now, here's a map that's out of scale.

           9    I'm sure you have no hope whatsoever for discerning what the

          10    heck it's showing.  It's just a wetlands -- just an NWI map

          11    really for the most part.

          12               Water quality.  We've got 303 D listed, water

          13    bodies.  Salmon Creek, Burnt Bridge Creek, Willamette River,

          14    Columbia Slough, Columbia River.  This is just a map of those.

          15               Species of concern.  A number of species out there,

          16    especially in the river itself, the aquatic.  I don't remember

          17    offhand how many ESUs we have of salmonids but ten maybe.  Who

          18    knows for sure?  In the Columbia itself.

          19               Ten or a dozen, something like that, between the

          20    Columbia and the Willamette.  We have steelhead trout --

          21    different ESUs of steelhead trout, chum salmon, Chinook

          22    salmon.  Wildlife, there's bald eagle, peregrin falcon, which

          23    still has some SIP status, and then there some rare plants as

          24    well.

          25               Historic resources.  This is going to be a very big
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           1    issue for the project.  Just a sample of some of the resources

           2    that are in the corridor, the bridge itself.  I believe that's

           3    already been talked -- Russell, you brought it up that

           4    actually one of them is on the register and the other one's

           5    eligible.  Essentially have the same level of protection.

           6               There's also Fort Vancouver landmark status.
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           7    There's an Officer's Row historic district, and that's not the

           8    only district in the corridor.  There's more than that.  And

           9    there are others that are potential, other potential districts

          10    as well that would have to be looked into.  Downtown

          11    Vancouver, for example.

          12               A number of individual resources on the Vancouver

          13    side, both sides of the freeway, in Clark County as well as

          14    down in Oregon, there's some individual resources too.

          15               Environmental justice is definitely a significant

          16    issue for the project.  So far what we've really done is

          17    mainly just based on census data, done some mapping.  And

          18    here's a quiz.  You see on there low income populations, very

          19    low income populations, minority populations.

          20               These are the averages for the census block groups

          21    in the corridor.  One of those numbers is the Washington side

          22    and one of them is the Oregon side.  Any guesses as to which

          23    is which?

          24                    SPEAKER:  It's all within the same order?

          25                    JEFF HEILMAN:  Yes, it's in the same order.
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           1                    LLOBA ODUM:  First one is Oregon, second one

           2    is Washington.

           3                    JEFF HEILMAN:  Right, the first one is Oregon,

           4    the second one is Washington.  Now, of course, along with the

           5    environmental justice process there's -- you know, a major

           6    component of that is not just looking at what are the

           7    populations and what are the impacts to them and what's the

           8    distribution of impacts, it's the outreach and the involvement
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           9    of those populations as well and that's just starting -- just

          10    starting to develop what that approach is going to be.

          11               Again the opportunity here for this meeting is to

          12    really -- part of this is education, letting you know here's

          13    what we know so far, here's the way we're going, here's the

          14    direction we intend to head, give us feedback on that, give us

          15    comments on whatever you think we need to know in that regard.

          16               Public services.  Just another example of the area

          17    we'll look at.  You know, access to fire stations.  Emergency

          18    response times, for example.  Potential impacts to other

          19    public services and facilities, hospitals, schools, so on.

          20               Parks and recreation resources, section 4F.  One

          21    other type of section 4F resources besides the historic are

          22    the park and recreation resources.  Very big consideration for

          23    the project, especially when it comes to the analysis of

          24    alternatives and the elimination of alternatives.

          25               We need to look at how those alternatives are
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           1    affecting 4F resources.  Listed there are just a few of the

           2    major park and recreation areas but there are a lot more on

           3    the map.  You can just see from the map just by the dots the

           4    concentration of them in the corridor.  It's like threading a

           5    needle.

           6               It may be -- for alternatives that are bridges over

           7    the river, it would probably be very difficult, if not

           8    impossible, to avoid all 4F resources.  We don't know yet but

           9    it's probably just a matter of really weighing one against the

          10    other rather than saying well, there is an alternative that
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          11    completely avoids.  Again that's four alternatives that are on

          12    bridges adjacent to the existing I-5 bridge.

          13               So the last slide again is just a long list, the

          14    long list of the categories that, you know, I'm sure you're

          15    all accustomed to for the NEPA process.  Any thoughts?

          16    Anything you want to make comment on today, let us know about,

          17    substantially or procedurally.

          18               Okay.  I know a number of you are going to send in

          19    written comments so we'll look forward to that.  Mike's

          20    already writing his down.

          21                    MIKE McCABE:  Do you want me to comment at all

          22    now?

          23                    JEFF HEILMAN:  It's up to you.

          24                    MIKE McCABE:  Well, I will.  I'll just mention

          25    a couple things.  In the environmental baseline, you might
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           1    also consider not only doing -- in the environmental baseline

           2    you might consider not only doing the existing wetlands but

           3    also the historically lost wetlands, both tidal and nontidal,

           4    and just look into the future.  You might also start

           5    developing a list of potential mitigation opportunities.

           6                    JEFF HEILMAN:  Uhm-hum.  That's a good

           7    comment.  That is one of the things we are, you know, for the

           8    cumulative impact analysis in particular, which is looking at

           9    past, present and recently foreseeable future.

          10               One of the things you want to look at is well, what

          11    was here before, what's currently here, what was here

          12    naturally, so wetlands will be one of those, what wetlands
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          13    were here before that you filled in that have been lost.

          14               Okay.  Any other thoughts?

          15                    STEVE KELLY:  Steve Kelly.  It sounds like the

          16    agencies have not identified a specific proposal as a

          17    preferred.

          18                    JEFF HEILMAN:  Correct.

          19                    STEVE KELLY:  Is there any plan to do that or

          20    is this going to come out in the range?  Will it be enough at

          21    that time or will it get to the agency before that about what

          22    -- as to a preference?

          23                    JEFF HEILMAN:  At some point there will

          24    definitely be a preferred.  It's a ways off though.  The next

          25    step is really -- through this first round of scoping --
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           1    scoping is going to continue for a long time but it really is

           2    happening in stages.

           3               In this first stage we're trying to collect input

           4    that will really help us define the scope of our analysis from

           5    here on out, and the next step is to start to define

           6    conceptual alternatives.  So we would like to get some

           7    feedback, know more about effect on environment, etcetera,

           8    before we do that.

           9               Then after that comes a screening of alternatives.

          10    We get a long list of alternatives, go back to the public,

          11    notify the agencies again.  We probably won't have a full

          12    agency scoping meeting like this.  It will happen more through

          13    the resource agency coordination group and then individual

          14    notices that go out for documents to comment on, etcetera.
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          15               We'll ask for comments on that long range -- long

          16    list of alternatives.  We'll do some screening.  There will be

          17    another round of screening after that as the components and

          18    alternatives that are built into whole alternatives, which

          19    include transit, TBM, pedestrian, highway, etcetera.

          20               And then there will be a short list of alternatives

          21    by the end of 2006.  That will be, okay, here are the

          22    alternatives that are going into the Draft EIS.  So there's a

          23    lot of conceptualizing and screening and analysis and input

          24    and feedback that happens for the next year before that short

          25    list, so you still won't have the preferred alternative yet.

                                   Rider & Associates, Inc.

                                          360.693.4111
�
                                                                            73

           1               We'll go into the Draft EIS, analyze those, measure

           2    those alternatives in detail, publish it, and at the end of --

           3    part of that process after the DEIS is published, identify a

           4    preferred alternative.  The intent at that point is is it the

           5    locally preferred alternative or the FTA's, Federal Transit

           6    Administration's, new start process.  It's the least

           7    environmentally damaging practical alternative for a permit.

           8    Is it -- but it's the preferred alternative.

           9               So there will be a number of opportunities for

          10    comments between now and then.

          11                    MARIANNE FITZGERALD:  Marianne Fitzgerald,

          12    Oregon Department of Environmental Quality.  When you do the

          13    air quality analysis will that also include toxic air

          14    pollutants?

          15                    JEFF HEILMAN:  The intent is to look beyond

          16    just the national standards for CO in particular, etcetera,
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          17    and to look at air toxins.  There's not an established process

          18    for that yet so there's no -- there would be a group to try

          19    and determine what's the appropriate way to look at air

          20    toxins.  Okay.

          21                    WAYNE KOBER:  Thanks, Jeff.  We're going to

          22    start with the next segment as soon as Allen gets back.  He's

          23    coming up now.  Allen's going to go over the potential range

          24    of alternatives for the project.

          25                    ALLEN LEHTO:  My name is Allen Lehto.  I'm
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           1    with TriMet but I've been working on this project for several

           2    months at least.  Feels like years already.  I apologize for

           3    getting here so late.  It was actually partially because of a

           4    tie-up on the bridge.

           5               There was apparently a stall and I was trying to

           6    come from the zoo over to here and the traffic was backed up

           7    all the way back to downtown Portland just from a stall in the

           8    middle of the bridge.

           9               What I wanted to talk to you about is sort of the

          10    framework for evaluation and a sense of what the range of

          11    alternatives could include.  We have not tried to at this

          12    point guess what that full range will be but just to talk

          13    about how we're going to put them together and how we go

          14    through the evaluation.

          15               There was a handout, I don't know if everybody got

          16    it, but several page document on the evaluation framework.

          17    The second page of that has a graph that might be helpful to

          18    look at as I'm going through this.
Page 69



TFR_Appendix-F_Agency_Scoping_Mtg.txt

          19               So just real quickly, a brief recap -- a very brief

          20    recap of process and schedule and then just a word about the

          21    range of alternatives and then a little bit more detail about

          22    evaluation criteria.  So I think you've seen this already.

          23               There will be a series of points at which we have

          24    to make significant decisions, including the screening of

          25    these components.  Number two here in the early, middle of
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           1    next year, and then screening alternatives again here at

           2    number four to -- in advance of the beginning of the DEIS

           3    process.

           4               We expect to -- because we've already seen from all

           5    these other processes that you've already heard about, we

           6    expect to hear a lot of ideas about a lot of different

           7    alternatives, and the way we're trying to sort of control

           8    those and understand them and be able to go through a logical

           9    process is we'll have two main screening periods, and before

          10    we get to that first one, we're really going to keep things in

          11    these components up here so it won't be a full single package,

          12    it will be a series of components from which we can eventually

          13    take pieces and put together alternatives.

          14               These components, as we express them today, are the

          15    seven you see up here.  Transit, so all the various

          16    alternatives that might be put into transit.  Freight.  River

          17    crossing.  That is whatever the bridge, tunnel, thing looks

          18    like.

          19               Roadways north and roadways south.  That is highway

          20    arterial, whatever it is, on the north end of the -- north
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          21    side of the river and the south side of the river, recognizing

          22    that there is a bit of a mix and match so it does make sense

          23    to split those apart.

          24               TDM/TSM.  Transportation demand management and

          25    systems management.  I'll talk a little bit more about that
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           1    just because we've had a number of questions about that from

           2    other groups.

           3               And then bicycle and pedestrian component and the

           4    intent will be that we'll carry these as components for awhile

           5    and the first screening would occur as components and then

           6    ultimately we would take pieces from those and put together

           7    representative packages to analyze and then move forward.

           8               The basis of any good process, and the one here is

           9    -- to start with and understand our no-build, and this is just

          10    a hint of where we started to look at.  Now, financially

          11    constrained transportation plan projects from both sides of

          12    the river, the RTP in the Portland metropolitan region, the

          13    MTP here in Clark County, both of those have a clearly defined

          14    set of improvements in a financially constrained project list

          15    that go in the future and that would make up the face of the

          16    no-build.

          17               The highlights of that are there are no additional

          18    crossing capacities on the -- across the Columbia River.

          19    There's no major new transit capital projects across the

          20    Columbia River.  It does include a few improvements to I-5 but

          21    that's away from the crossing.

          22               It also would include some level of transit
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          23    improvements though on both sides of the river but

          24    specifically on this side of the river, though again add

          25    things like park and rides well away from the bridge, not at
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           1    the crossing itself.

           2               And as I said, just a hint of the TDM/TSM.  I

           3    already talked about what they mean, of course.  The intent is

           4    to try and improve the operation, manage demand, really work

           5    on the systems.  That is compared to other major build

           6    projects, relatively cost effective, relatively low cost

           7    improvementss without doing a lot of new construction.

           8               And just I think the next couple of -- yeah, have a

           9    few examples, again to give you a sense of what we're talking

          10    about, not because we've actually compiled a list that will

          11    actually go into a process yet.

          12               So this could be anything from improved transit

          13    routing, ride sharing programs, parking pricing strategies,

          14    all those kinds of things, and you know about the -- you've

          15    seen that sort of thing.

          16               TSM.  Traffic signal coordination, improved transit

          17    shelters, ramp metering, a whole host of possibilities.  We

          18    expect to see a lot of those kind of things kind of go into

          19    the hopper and start through the process.

          20               With those components then we will go ahead and do

          21    a screening, and I'll talk more about what specifically goes

          22    into that screening in a few minutes.  The idea would be that

          23    we then come up with a shorter list in each one of those

          24    component elements and then can pull that shorter list into a
Page 72



TFR_Appendix-F_Agency_Scoping_Mtg.txt

          25    series of representative alternatives which we can then do
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           1    additional analysis and modeling on and ultimately pass

           2    through another set of screening.

           3               Already mentioned the no-build.  The TSM

           4    alternatives.  And then there will be from that list of

           5    components a series of representatives builds.  We have no

           6    idea what they'll look like now but there will be a relatively

           7    short number of representative builds that try to take from

           8    each of those components and put together a representative

           9    package so we understand all the different elements.

          10               Then from that analysis, which will include a

          11    pretty broad array of different analyses, both in terms of

          12    environmental and modeling and understanding all of those

          13    issues following that second screening to try to narrow it

          14    down to a relatively short number of alternatives that could

          15    then move to address the environmental impact statement.

          16               From there, of course, during the DEIS, the further

          17    evaluation of those alternatives, ultimately put together a

          18    series of draft recommendations, move towards a locally

          19    preferred alternative and, of course, move forward into an EIS

          20    and hopefully that will arrive.

          21               So this is going back a little bit and talking

          22    about some of the evaluation criteria, is what those screens

          23    actually are.  Really, other than making sure that we do do a

          24    first pass through, the purpose and need, to make sure that

          25    everything that actually goes into those hoppers could meet
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           1    the purpose and need.

           2               We're really basing the further evaluation on the

           3    vision and values, which I think we were able to talk about

           4    earlier.  That sort of develops the foundation.  And then a

           5    series of evaluation criteria that derive from those

           6    individual statements in the vision and values.

           7               And then from that a series of performance measures

           8    which still need to be specifically identified that reflect

           9    back on those evaluation criteria.  I think I already said

          10    that.  Keep going.

          11               So here is what is sort of our working draft, our

          12    public discussion draft of the vision and values and the

          13    criteria.  And community livability, that first major heading,

          14    obviously doing things like avoiding and minimizing

          15    displacements.  Avoid or minimize will show up a lot here, as

          16    I'm sure you expect.  Impacts to neighborhood cohesion and

          17    quality, impact to historic, cultural, public park and

          18    recreation sources.

          19               We can probably come up with a more efficient title

          20    for this one but it's trying to capture a lot of important

          21    things.  Mobility, reliability, accessibility, congestion

          22    reduction, and efficiency.  So this gets into the kind of

          23    criteria.  Could be improving travel times, reducing delays,

          24    reducing the number of hours of delay because as you probably

          25    know we can't get rid of all the problems out there.
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           1               Modal choice.  Promoting other -- promoting the

           2    ability to make choices about transportation modes, improving

           3    service to targeted markets, improving the bike and ped and

           4    overall trying to -- looking at decreasing the percentage of

           5    SOV travel.

           6               Safety.  That's a whole range.  Vehicle freight,

           7    bike, pedestrian, marine, aviation, and life-line

           8    connectivity, because the number of crossings across this

           9    river are so few and keeping a life-line is so important.

          10               Regional economy and freight mobility, including

          11    travel time between key freight generators, and still keeping

          12    in mind the marine navigation.

          13               Natural and human resources, and here I think

          14    especially it's obvious that this is still a developing list

          15    because you'll see what we've got listed up here so far are

          16    all natural resources and we intend to just keep developing

          17    each of these items to make sure we're reflecting the whole

          18    thing.  Again a lot of avoiding and minimizing.  Air quality,

          19    noise, fish, wildlife, protected plant species, wetland, water

          20    quality.

          21               Distribution of impacts and benefits.  That is

          22    making sure that we obviously avoid or minimize

          23    disproportionate adverse impacts but also try to provide for

          24    equitable distribution of the benefits.

          25               Cost effectiveness and financial resources.  And
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           1    then finally, bi-state cooperation.  Really paying attention

           2    to what works to cross the river because we are talking about

           3    such a vital link.

           4               As I said, from that list of criteria which we will

           5    ultimately finish developing through the next phase here,

           6    really putting together specific performance measures, and I

           7    won't give you any examples but you could imagine specific

           8    measurable numbers that could come out of a number of those

           9    criteria.

          10               So just quickly, the next steps -- well, we're here

          11    today and then you know that we've got a series of public

          12    meetings coming up in the next week starting with Saturday and

          13    then next Tuesday and Thursday.  One in the middle of the

          14    river and then one on each side of the river.  And then really

          15    from then and from further discussion, putting together draft

          16    performance measures for additional screening.

          17               That is that first cut at screening and bringing

          18    that back to the task force for review and discussion during

          19    the rest of this year and then try to move towards adoption in

          20    the early part of next year.

          21               Any additional questions since I have no idea what

          22    you asked before?  I apologize.

          23                    PATTY BETTS:  A couple of questions.  Is there

          24    information in the presentation that you gave us that isn't in

          25    here that might be useful for us to see?  It seems like you've
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           1    given several examples maybe for each of the categories but

           2    I'm not --
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           3                    ALLEN LEHTO:  I think, and this is the intent

           4    anyway, was that at least all the criteria are listed in this

           5    last table.  I think the one thing that's probably in here

           6    that is not in this sheet of paper is the TDM/TSM examples.

           7    So if anybody would like that I'm sure we can follow-up with

           8    that.

           9                    DAN KEMP:  I'm Dan Kemp with --

          10                    ALLEN LEHTO:  We had a follow-up.

          11                    PATTY BETTS:  Patty Betts again.  It would be

          12    nice to maybe get a sense as to -- are you going to do this

          13    sequentially so if it fails one -- if an alternative fails the

          14    screening criteria at the beginning it never gets evaluated

          15    for the end screening criteria?

          16               So, for example, if it fails community livability,

          17    in your opinion, you wouldn't look at it from an environmental

          18    perspective?

          19                    ALLEN LEHTO:  That's a great question and it

          20    points out the fact I don't think I was clear about how this

          21    would be actually applied as I should have been which is, you

          22    know, if you look at the purpose and need, the basic does it

          23    meet any kind of transportation need, that's more of a

          24    pass/fail.

          25               These are really how do things compare to other
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           1    things.  So we -- every alternative would be looked at from

           2    all of those perspectives to understand sort of what the mix

           3    is across, and it's hard to -- I wouldn't guess at this point

           4    that we would necessarily have a clear, single cutoff of any
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           5    one of those unless there's just an enormous outlier.

           6               It's really going to have to be a series of

           7    understanding what the mix is and the balance between them.

           8                    PATTY BETTS:  And you would use that

           9    information though to potentially eliminate an alternative but

          10    you'd look at the mix?

          11                    ALLEN LEHTO:  Right, right.

          12               Go ahead.

          13                    DAN KEMP:  Dan Kemp with ODOT.  The slide you

          14    have there where you were talking about the range of

          15    alternatives that would be looked at starting with the

          16    no-build, then there was a TDM/TSM alternative and then

          17    another line, a variety of alternatives.  In that variety of

          18    alternatives are you still going to be including TDM and TSM

          19    measures as part of one of the build alternatives?

          20                    ALLEN LEHTO:  Probably the right answer to

          21    that is gee, we really don't know because it's just too early

          22    to seriously talk about alternatives.  The real answer I'm

          23    sure is yes, there will be some aspects of those that fall

          24    across.

          25               My guess would be that the real -- if there are
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           1    things on that TDM/TSM list that are really new, that they may

           2    be concentrated on a TDM/TSM alternative rather than spread

           3    across.  But in general there's no reason why any one of those

           4    things on the list couldn't be on all of them.

           5               Anyone else?  Great.  Thanks.

           6                    WAYNE KOBER:  You got off easy, Allen.
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           7               Actually it hasn't been really too tough today at

           8    all.  This is one of the most congenial scoping meetings I've

           9    ever been to on a project of this scale.  Really it's quite

          10    remarkable.

          11               I guess it's my job to wrap up and we're really

          12    ahead of schedule and I want to make sure that just thinking

          13    about the whole afternoon, is there anybody that has any

          14    questions or comments they'd like to make before I close the

          15    meeting?

          16               Okay.  Go ahead, Jeff.

          17                    JEFF HEILMAN:  I'll just ask the group if

          18    there are -- the agencies that were here, do they have any

          19    particular preferences or thoughts about how they would like

          20    to be engaged from here on out in the process?

          21                    WAYNE KOBER:  Did you hear his comment?  Do

          22    you have any thoughts on how you'd like to be engaged in the

          23    EIS process from here on out?

          24               There will be a bi-state meeting probably every

          25    month for the next three years and these will probably be
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           1    scheduled for a whole year in advance and they will probably

           2    be from 10:00 o'clock until 3:00 o'clock.  The agenda will go

           3    out, the material will go out in advance, and there's going to

           4    be some concurrence points so it will be a process.  I know

           5    he's going to ask about the travel coordination process.

           6                    SPEAKER:  Actually I'm not.  Just a follow-up

           7    thought about that, sort of belie my newness to the project,

           8    but I'm just wondering, is there an MOU or some sort of a
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           9    document that reflects also the governmental interagency

          10    relationships we're talking about here?  Is there anything

          11    formal that's been reviewed by all the parties that need to

          12    review and --

          13                    WAYNE KOBER:  Maybe there's other people that

          14    don't know what's been going on.  Two days in August -- and

          15    there's notes on the table over here of a two day meeting we

          16    had with the executives of a lot of the agencies for half a

          17    day and then the staff for a day-and-a-half, and what we did

          18    was really explore the framework for agency coordination and

          19    the goal was to come out of there with a way to really

          20    collaborate on the project.

          21               So our commitment at the end of that meeting was to

          22    have a draft that went out to everybody here that was there by

          23    the end of September, and a small work group, representatives

          24    of these agencies were involved with the consultants that did

          25    that draft.
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           1               The draft is here on the table and this morning we

           2    spent probably about three hours going through peoples'

           3    comments and concerns about various aspects of the draft and

           4    there will be another week, I think, open for comment on that,

           5    what we went over this morning.

           6               So if you picked up the notes, probably had the

           7    opportunity to, you know, provide some comments there from

           8    your perspective and then it's going to be -- looks like it

           9    could be December, early December, when this will get

          10    executed.  And it's a bi-state cooperative agency agreement

Page 80



TFR_Appendix-F_Agency_Scoping_Mtg.txt
          11    between the sponsors, FTA, FHWA, TriMet, C-Tran.  Some other

          12    ones.  There's a couple other --

          13                    SPEAKER:  RTC and --

          14                    WAYNE KOBER:  And a lot of state and federal

          15    regulatory environmental agencies so that's in the works.

          16    There's also a tribal coordination process.

          17               Heather, do you know anything about the schedule

          18    for trying to put that together?

          19                    HEATHER GUNDERSEN:  Well, I did want to come

          20    up and clarify that.  We were talking about this bi-state

          21    coordination group.  It really is the bi-state regulatory

          22    agency coordination group and that there is a separate tribal

          23    process that we're going to go through.

          24               I sent out the letters inviting you to scoping.

          25    Obviously you got that because you showed up.  But we are also
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           1    going to be initiating formal consultation, both government to

           2    government and section 106 with six of the tribes, six

           3    affected tribes.

           4               So I will be scheduling meetings that we can come

           5    out to your office and really do a more one-on-one

           6    presentation and discussion to see how you guys would like to

           7    be involved.  And the schedule for that is soon.  As soon as

           8    possible.

           9                    WAYNE KOBER:  Does that answer your question?

          10                    SPEAKER:  Yeah.

          11                    PATTY BETTS:  I was just going to mention that

          12    a scoping summary is sometimes a nice project to prepare for

Page 81



TFR_Appendix-F_Agency_Scoping_Mtg.txt
          13    identifying the alternatives but also the issues or questions

          14    that you heard that you expect to be answering.

          15               And then the other thing, and I can't honestly

          16    commit for the EPA person that will be in charge or the point

          17    person, but again in my experience, having -- for the resource

          18    agencies to have the opportunity to review kind of like scopes

          19    of work for the studies or additional work that's going -- you

          20    know, data or analysis that's going to be done, can be a great

          21    place to kind of see if what they're expecting to see in the

          22    EIS is the same thing that you're imagining you're going to

          23    put in the EIS.  So that might be a good thing to have the

          24    opportunity to review as well.

          25                    HEATHER GUNDERSEN:  Well, there will be the
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           1    scopes of work but there's also going to be method and data

           2    reports that we're going to be working really closely with the

           3    regulatory agencies as we prepare those because we do

           4    definitely want your input on our analysis methods and data

           5    gathering methods and things like that, so you will be

           6    intimately involved in that process.

           7               Anyone else?

           8                    WAYNE KOBER:  Okay.  And on behalf of the

           9    Columbia River Crossing project team I want to thank you for a

          10    good day and I think we've had a really good exchange of

          11    information and there is a lot more to come, and I would

          12    encourage you to take this opportunity on a project like this

          13    to really use your imagination and help the team develop a

          14    good solution to the problem and I think there's a tremendous
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          15    opportunity here to promote environmental streamline

          16    stewardship and enhancing the community.

          17               So thank you and hopefully everybody signed these

          18    sign in sheets.  If you didn't, please do so.  And I'm sure

          19    the team looks forward to interacting with you in the future.

          20    Thank you.

          21                        (At 3:30 p.m. hearing concluded.)

          22

          23

          24

          25
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           1                             CERTIFICATE

           2

           3     STATE OF WASHINGTON   )
                                       ) ss.
           4     COUNTY OF CLARK       )

           5

           6                    I, Karen M. Smith, a Certified Shorthand

           7    Reporter for Washington, certify that the hearing occurred at

           8    the time and place set forth in the caption hereof; that at

           9    said time and place I reported in Stenotype all testimony

          10    adduced and other oral proceedings had in the foregoing

          11    matter; that thereafter my notes were reduced to typewriting

          12    under my direction; and the foregoing transcript, Pages 1 to

          13    88, both inclusive, contains a full, true and correct record

          14    of all such testimony adduced and oral proceedings had and of

          15    the whole thereof.

          16               Witness my hand and notarial seal at Vancouver,
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          17    Washington, this 25th day of October 2005.

          18

          19

          20

          21

          22
                                           Karen M. Smith, CSR #1925
          23                               Notary Public for Washington
                                           My commission expires:  8-6-2005
          24
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