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25 feet
(4-Lane and 6-Lane Alternative
west highrise)

44 feet
(Existing west highrise)

Above 44 feet
(Using existing drawspan or east highrise)

110 feet (Union Bay Bridge) 

57 feet
(Existing east 
highrise)

70 feet (minimum) 
(4-Lane and 6-Lane 
Alternative east 
highrise)

NOTE: The boat image shown here represents a 
45-foot sailboat with a 60-foot mast height and a 
7-foot draft. Depth and width are not to scale.

206 feet wide (Existing west highrise) 

165 feet wide (4-Lane and 6-Lane Alternative west highrise)

207 feet wide (Existing east highrise) 

200 feet wide (Existing drawspan (open); 4-Lane and 6-Lane Alternative east highrise; 
Pacific Street Interchange Union Bay Bridge)
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Navigational Restrictions in Union Bay and Lake Washington

What effects would the project have on 
navigable waterways?
  Existing Conditions
 •  The current fl oating bridge provides three navigation 

channels for marine traffi c: under the west highrise, 
under the east highrise, and at the midspan 
drawbridge.

 Project Effects
 • The new bridge would not have a drawspan.
 •  The new bridge would have the same height 

restriction for navigation as the current I-90 bridge 
(see graphics for details).

 •  The Pacifi c Street Interchange option would include 
a new Union Bay Bridge, which would cross the 
navigation channel east of the Montlake Cut with a 
vertical clearance of 110 feet.

 •  WSDOT may request that the U.S. Coast Guard 
establish a new governing clearance as low as 
70 feet for the Union Bay Bridge.

Navigable Waterways


