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Agenda
• Maintain public safety

– Description of maintenance and inspection program
– Overview of catastrophic failure recovery plan

• Implement ESSB 6099
– Review finance plan
– Report on high-capacity transit plan
– Health impact assessment
– Next steps in mediation process

• Develop the 4 + 2 configuration
– Environmental process
– Mobility improvements
– Design decisions
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• On July 14-15, 2007 the 
annual weekend 
maintenance and 
inspection closure 
occurred.

• There is a current real-
time monitoring of the 
bridge and the wind and 
wave activity.

• Scheduled monthly night-
time closures for 
maintenance.

Maintenance and Inspection
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• Emergency response 
plans are currently in 
place.

• Planning is now underway 
for a partial or full closure 
of the corridor due to a 
catastrophic failure.

• Communications, traffic 
management, and bridge 
replacement strategies 
will be addressed.

• Planning kick-off event 
took place on August 2.

• Final plan due in April, 
2008.

Planning For Catastrophic Failure
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• We are in the process of developing 
a finance plan.

• Support the project team in creating a  
health impact assessment.

• Develop a high-capacity transit plan 
for the corridor.

• Be a strong supporter of the 
mediation process.

Implementing ESSB 6099
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Project costs

4+2 configuration with 
Montlake interchange:
$3.90 billion

4+2 configuration with 
Pacific Street interchange:
$4.38 billion

Project Costs and Funding
RTID proposed 
funding strategy
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• An updated finance 
plan is due in January, 
2008.

• The updated plan will 
include options for 
funding SR 520.

• Potential funding 
sources will include 
regional, federal, and 
tolling monies.

Finance Plan
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Draft Toll Scenarios for Analysis
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• First meeting was held on August 1 with 
Seattle & King County Public Health and 
Puget Sound Clean Air Agency.

• Interagency agreements and draft scope 
of health impact assessment will be 
completed in September, 2007.

• Completed health assessment to be 
incorporated into the project impact plan 
which is due in December, 2008.

Health Impact Assessment
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High-Capacity Transit Plan
• WSDOT is meeting with representatives of Sound 

Transit, King County Metro, and the University of 
Washington to develop a HCT plan outline and 
plans to submit in October, 2007 

• HCT committee is considering existing light rail and 
bus rapid transit studies to identify additional data-
gathering, modeling and general research needs for 
full report due December, 2008 

• Report will look at opportunities for multi-modal 
station in the Montlake/UW Medical Center area as 
well as cross-lake travel 
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• The project team met with mediators in late 
June.

• Mediators were invited to attend open houses 
in June.

• We are currently providing any information 
that is requested.

• Our offices are coordinating timelines to meet 
legislative and project milestones.

Mediation Process
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ESSB 6099 & Project Milestones
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The 4+2 Configuration

Typical 
cross-section 
of highway.
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What We Heard: 
Environmental
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Moving Forward:
Environmental
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Supplemental Draft EIS

Topics to be addressed:
• New and/or refined design 

options for 4+2 corridor
• How and where to 

potentially construct 
floating bridge pontoons

• Construction methods
• Mitigation measures
• Will be published in 

Summer, 2009
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Pontoon Construction Site
• Up to 44 pontoons will be 

built.
– Each pontoon is longer than a football 

field and weighs about 10,000 tons 
(approximately 80 Boeing 757 planes).

• A potential construction site 
at the Port of Grays Harbor 
will be studied.

• Several construction 
methods will be studied in the 
Supplemental Draft EIS.

• The selected contractor will 
be given the flexibility to 
select an alternative site 
and/or construction method.
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Quieter Pavement

• A 1.6-mile test site with three 
types of pavement was 
installed in July.

• Current study is underway to 
determine how “quieter 
pavement” performs. 

– Unique driving conditions;
– Climate conditions;
– Durability;
– Quality and quantity of noise 

reduction; and
– Noise reduction performance 

over a five-year period.
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What We Heard: 
Traffic, Transit, and Mobility
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4+2 Transportation Improvements
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• Insert what we’re doing

4+2 Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Improvements
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What We Heard: Design
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Urban Design Vision
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Eastside Design Collaboration
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Eastside Lid Concepts
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Possible Eastside Bike & 
Pedestrian Connections
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Questions?
For more information please visit the project website at

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/SR520Bridge/

or 

Contact our Project Director, Ron Paananen at (206) 382-5270


