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Commercial Air Carriers An air carrier certificated in accordance with FAR Parts 121 or 127 to conduct 
scheduled services on specified routes. These air carriers may also provide 
nonscheduled or charter services as a secondary operation. 

Commuter Air Carrier An air carrier certificated in accordance with FAR Part 135 which operates 
aircraft with a maximum of 60 seats, and provides at least five scheduled 
round trips per week between two or more points, or carriers mail. 

Direct Impacts The amount of an initial purchase that remains within the local economy. 

Economic impacts The jobs, wages, and spending associated with the presence of the airport. 
There are three types of economic impacts: direct, indirect, and induced. In 
this analysis, economic impacts come from two places: local expenditures by 
businesses located at an airport and expenditures from visitors passing 
through an airport. 

Economic value The intrinsic worth of a good or service at the individual level. In this report, 
it’s the worth of access to and use of the state’s aviation system. 

Enplanements The number of passengers boarding an aircraft. 

Federal Aviation A branch of the US Department of Transportation responsible for the 
Administration regulation of all civil aviation activities. 

Fiscal impacts The direct state and local tax revenues generated by businesses located at 
an airport and from visitors passing through an airport. 

Fixed Base Operator An individual or company located at an airport providing commercial general 
aviation services. 

Fixed Wing For the purposes of this report, any aircraft not considered rotorcraft. 

General Aviation All civil aviation operations other than scheduled air services and non-
scheduled air transport operations for remuneration or hire. General aviation 
encompasses a wide range of private and commercial purposes. 

Gross Business Income Gross business income equals a firm's combined reported gross income for 
the retail sales, business and occupation (B&O), and public utility taxes 

IMPLAN An input/output model that uses county-level data to trace the ripple effects of 
an expenditure that occurs within the economy. Short for IMpact Analysis for 
PLANning. 

Indirect impacts Indirect impacts result when an industry makes purchases from another 
industry. For example, if a person purchases an item from an airport gift 
shop, the gift shop owner must then make more purchases from their 
supplier; this is an indirect effect. 
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Induced impacts Induced impacts occur from the expenditures of employee wages. If a person 
purchases an item from an airport gift shop, the person who sells that item 
receives a wage for working in the shop. The wages that are then put back 
into the local economy as that person makes purchases for his or her 
household is the induced effect of the gift shop expenditure. 

Itinerant Operation All aircraft operations at an airport other than local. 

Local Operation Aircraft operation in the traffic pattern or within sight of the tower, or aircraft 
known to be departing or arriving from flight in local practice areas, or aircraft 
executing practice instrument approaches at the airport. 

Multiplier Effect Regarding economic impact: when expenditures within an economy are 
passed along, creating more activity than just the original transaction. 

National Plan of The National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems identifies more than 3,300 
Integrated Airport airports that are significant to national air transportation and thus eligible to 
Systems receive Federal grants under the Airport Improvement Program (AIP). The 
 NPIAS comprises all commercial service airports, all reliever airports, and 
  selected general aviation airports. 

Residential Airpark An airport that integrates housing into the design. 

Rotorcraft (Helicopter) A heavier-than-air aircraft supported in flight by the reactions of the air on 
one or more power-driven rotors on substantially vertical axis. 

Seaplane A fixed wing aircraft capable of taking off and landing in water. 

Through-the-fence Properties adjacent to the airport that are tied to the presence of the airport 
connection (TTF) but not owned or leased by the airport’s owner. There are two main types of   
 TTF connections: 

1. Aviation-dependent business activity. This includes offsite private 
business activity that is dependent on the airport to function. 

2. Rural airparks. This includes airparks where private homes with hangers 
are next to the airport-owned property. 
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ACRONYMS 

AIS Aviation Information System 

B&O Business & Occupation Tax 

CEO Chief Executive Officer 

ESD Washington State Employment Security Department 

ESSB Engrossed Senate Substitute Bill 

FAA Federal Aviation Administration 

FAR Federal Aviation Regulation 

FBO Fixed Base Operator 

GA General Aviation 

GBI Gross Business Income 

LATS 2009 Long-Term Air Transportation Study 

LEHD US Census Longitudinal Employer-Household Dynamics program 

MPO Metropolitan Planning Organization 

NAICS North American Industry Classification System 

NBAA National Business Aircraft Association 

NPIAS National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems 

PFC Passenger Facility Charge 

RTPO Regional Transportation Planning Organization 

SPB Seaplane Base 

STEM Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math 

TRS Taxable retail sales 

TTF Through-the-fence Connection 

WARTC Washington Aerospace Research & Training Center 

WSDOT Washington State Department of Transportation 

WSTC Washington State Transportation Commission 

 

 




