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F-001-001

The project team has given careful attention to the pedestrian

environment and urban design elements of the transit stops in

consultation with the local communities and transit agencies. See

Chapter 4 of the EA for a general description of the transit station design

concept. See Chapters 7 and 8 of Appendix Q, Transportation Discipline

Report, for more detailed information about the pedestrian environment

on the lids and transit platforms. WSDOT will continue to coordinate with

King County Metro and Sound Transit on project details, including the

design of transit stops, as the project moves forward.

 

F-001-002

The project team consulted with Sound Transit and King County

Metro regarding the requirements for future technologies, and

incorporated these requirements into the design. WSDOT is

coordinating with King County Metro through regularly scheduled

meetings and will continue to do so throughout the duration of the

project. WSDOT will also continue to consult with Sound Transit and

King County Metro as plans for high capacity transit are developed.

 

F-001-003

The requested information is documented in Appendix Q, Transportation

Discipline Report, Chapters 5 and 8. The transit data contained in

Appendix Q was provided by King County Metro and other transit

providers. WSDOT has been and will continue to coordinate with King

County Metro and other transit providers to determine the design,

including consideration of pedestrian facilities. At this time, no pedestrian

facilities are planned for at the transit stations. It is anticipated that the

major users of the transit stations will be bus transfer

passengers or existing park and ride facility users.
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F-002-001

Existing and proposed right of way lines have been added to each

exhibit. The exhibits have been updated and are contained in the errata.

 

F-002-002

The graphics were updated to note the primary access points for

Fairweather and Hunts Point parks. Wetherill Nature Preserve has one

primary and many minor access points from Points Loops Trail. Access

to the Preserve will be maintained during construction.  Yarrow Bay

Wetlands can be accessed from the water or local streets; there is no

defined primary access point for this resource.

 

F-002-003

Please see page 4-22, where the text states that construction is

anticipated to begin in the spring of 2011 and conclude in the summer of

2014, based on funding.

 

F-002-004

Exhibit 5-39 incorrectly shows the limits of construction extending into

the southeast corner of the park. The limits of construction are

contiguous with the park boundary in the southeast corner. The

corrected exhibit is shown in the errata.
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F-002-005

There was an error on Exhibit 5-42, and in addition, the design has been

refined for this location since the EA was published. The acreage

quantities and locations have been updated in the text and on the exhibit

and are included in the errata.

 

F-002-006

WSDOT coordinated with the Washington State Recreation and

Conservation Office (RCO) during the development of the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement for the SR 520 Corridor Program

(which covered the current project area) and did not identify any Section

6(f) resources. WSDOT continues to coordinate with the RCO on issues

related to the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV

Project.
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F-003-001

Thank you for your comment. Please note that the primary purpose for

the culvert replacements is to improve fish passage. However, as you

indicate, a secondary benefit would be passage of local wildlife.

 

F-003-002

Thank you for your comment.
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T-001-001

The current lighting design is preliminary and not yet complete for

arterials and intersections.  The lighting will be generally placed in the

median and along the on- and off-ramps of SR 520 based on design

standards.  The lighting will be directed toward the roadway.  At this

time, a lighting analysis has not been conducted for this project;

however, when adjacent to non-commercial areas, the maximum

spillover light allowed shall be 0.2 foot-candles of total light at ground

level at the edge of the right of way, unless otherwise noted. WSDOT will

install flat lens medium cut-off fixtures to limit spillover light outside of the

right of way. WSDOT will use shielding as necessary to limit spillover

light.  Where feasible, permanent and temporary lighting shall minimize

spillover light on the main and side channels of streams to no more than

0.05 foot-candles of total light. 

WSDOT will also conduct a photometric analysis to show lighting

contours for nighttime illumination.  The analysis would show the

distances from the light source at lighting levels 1.0, 0.5, and 0.2 foot-

candles. Lighting contours of 0.1 and 0.05 foot-candles would be

provided for permanent surfaces adjacent to sensitive areas such as

streams and rivers. Topographic plan features would be shown at least

150 feet beyond the illumination contours. A copy of the photometric

analysis report will be provided to the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe Fisheries

Division.  

The western extent of the lighting will end at approximately Evergreen

Point Way, so there is not expected to be an effect on Lake Washington.

Two areas where lighting will be in close proximity to streams are as

follows:

(1) At the outlet side of the culvert for Fairweather Creek where lighting

will be placed along the Regional Trail, where the bridge crosses the

outlet.  The lighting will be shielded, and then as the replanted buffer
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area matures, light spillage onto the stream is not expected to be

substantial. 

(2) The second location is Yarrow Creek in the vicinity of the 108th

Avenue NE interchange.  After the stream restoration is complete, a

portion of Yarrow Creek will flow adjacent to the SR 520 westbound off-

ramp to 108th Avenue NE.  Lighting is currently proposed along the right

shoulder, adjacent to the stream.  WSDOT will evaluate options as the

design progresses to relocate the lighting to the left shoulder and also

place shields on the lighting to minimize spillage into the stream.

 

T-001-002

WSDOT continues to assess the quantity and potential locations for off-

site detention. At this time, it appears that the detention requirements of

the Highway Runoff Manual can be met in the Yarrow Creek Basin. This

has been clarified through errata in the project description. WSDOT will

continue to work with the regulatory agencies and tribes as a specific

site(s) is reviewed for suitability.

 

T-001-003

WSDOT agrees and will advance fish passage and restoration as early

as practicable. However, WSDOT wishes to avoid impacts to stream

restoration once it is in place. Therefore, stream restoration will be

constructed in such a manner that it does not conflict with other

components of the project. This may require some restoration to be built

later in the project. More detail about this approach has been added to

the errata.

 

T-001-004

The information in Exhibit 5-9 was taken from scientific literature and

was intended to give the reader an idea of the number of fish species

within Lake Washington and some general context to these species' life
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histories and behavior. The last column in the exhibit has been removed

and that edit has been included in the errata. Also included in the errata

are references for sources that were added as footers to the exhibit.

 

T-001-005

Exhibit 5-10 is intended to generally classify fish use. All Type F streams

are regulated as fish-bearing for the full length of the stream within the

project area. Exhibit 5-6 has been updated in the errata with stream

types added to the stream labels. In addition, the analysts used a King

County Fish Distribution Database (King County et al. 2001), which

includes information on fish distribution provided by the Muckleshoot

Indian Tribe Fisheries Division to support conclusions in Exhibit 5-10.

 

T-001-006

WSDOT acknowledges there is a possibility that individual fish could be

harmed in the dewatering process, and text was added to the errata to

recognize this possibility. By following approved procedures, WSDOT

intends to avoid and minimize this possibility. Permits will be obtained

and the Endangered Species Act satisfied by the approving agencies.

 

T-001-007

Tree removal could be considered a long-term temporary impact. Large

trees could take two decades to replace depending on species, less for

smaller trees. Text was added to the errata indicating this potential as

well as potential variance of equivalent function over time. However, the

EA described the generally sparse vegetation cover under existing

conditions.

 

T-001-008

Although there is a strong theoretical basis to suggest that increases in

impervious surface within a watershed will reduce stream baseflows,

empirical data (from outside of Washington State) evaluating this
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relationship is often confounded by other processes (e.g., water inputs

from lawn irrigation, changes in flow due to sanitary sewer connections,

and changes to evapo-transpiration rates due to changes in vegetation)

that are also associated with urbanization. The amount of increased

impervious surface is a relatively small portion of the total basins: for

Cozy Cove Creek 3.6%, and for Fairweather Bay 1.7%. It is estimated

that any impact to baseflows would  not result in a significant impact to

the streams. Additionally, geotechnical data near the streams indicate a

high groundwater table, and the culvert replacements within the streams

will result in 200 to 225 feet of open stream that can accept groundwater,

potentially offsetting impacts. The following sentence has been added to

the errata: "Potential for impacts to groundwater recharge through the

creation of new impervious surface is anticipated to have negligible

effects due to local conditions and project design elements."

 

T-001-009

WSDOT has been able to remove road crossings in the project area,

which allows for portions of stream channel to be daylighted that would

otherwise be contained within culverts. The removal of two loop ramps at

the Bellevue Way interchange, along with design modifications at the

108th Avenue interchange, will result in the permanent removal of five

culverts, allowing the portions of stream within those culverts to become

open channel.

For the stream locations where current fish passage barrier culverts

must be replaced, WSDOT is replacing nine culverts with new fish-

passable structures. In addition, WSDOT is replacing one additional

barrier culvert that is not otherwise affected by the proposed

construction. The new structures will be designed per stream simulation

guidelines. Stream simulation is a preferred culvert design, and as such,

is a reasonable and practicable design for replacement structures. While

much of the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife's

(WDFW’s) Design of Road Culverts for Fish Passage(2003) describes
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culvert design approaches to providing fish passage, WDFW (2003)

characterizes the selection of bridges as being appropriate “where the

design process leads away from a culvert as a viable crossing structure”

and those instances are likely when “the stream width exceeds 20 feet or

stream slope is greater than about six percent, or when the movement of

large debris is frequent.” These characteristics are not relevant to the

streams within the project area. The results of a comparison of bridge

and stream simulation designs at one crossing in the project area

indicated that the two designs provide comparable functions for stream

characteristics. WSDOT believes the results would apply to other

crossings in the project area as well, because the width between

abutments for stream processes would be the same for bridges as they

are for stream simulation culverts. Furthermore, the structural

dimensions for the culverts have already been sized to avoid impacts to

stream processes.  WDFW’s design document states that for the stream

simulation design option, “sediment transport, fish passage, and flood

and debris conveyance are designed to function just as they would in a

natural channel.”

Therefore, analysis of other potential design options for replacement

structures, and their associated effects, is not warranted as stream

simulation is a viable and preferred culvert design. At the locations

where culverts will be constructed, effects due to culvert placement will

be avoided as possible. For those effects that cannotbe avoided during

culvert installation, WSDOT has disclosed the effects and the related

minimization and mitigation measures.

FHWA and WSDOT provided a table that shows each stream

with itsstream gradient and bankfull width as part of the Joint Aquatic

Resources Permit Application (JARPA) submission. That information is

contained in the Hydraulics Report, Appendix D-2 (Stream Design

Technical Memorandum). Tables 3-1 and 3-3 describe the bankfull

width. Table 3-1 also has average stream slope information. Culvert
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slopes are provided in Table 4-2. We are providing this report to the

Muckleshoot Indian Tribe Fisheries Divisionfor convenience (without

appendices for size purposes). Stream and culvert slope information is

also contained in the stream restoration profile sheets including sheet

SR21 (Fairweather Creek), SR22 (Cozy Cove Creek), SR23 (West

Tributary to Yarrow Creek), SR24 (Yarrow Creek, vicinity of culvert D),

SR26 (vicinity of culvert E), SR29 (vicinity of Culverts F and G1), SR 30

(vicinity of culvert G2), and SR32 (vicinity of culvert H).

 

T-001-010

The Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) has

formulated the in-water work windows to minimize effects to a variety of

fish species and life stages that occupy a specific water body. The word

"eliminate" was struck from the text and is incorporated into the errata.

 

T-001-011

Comment noted.

 

T-001-012

This stream starts at the outlet of Culvert 15 on the north side of SR

520. The EA text indicates no habitat upstream (south) of SR 520, which

is accurate, as is Exhibit 5-12, which indicates that no open channel is

present upstream of SR 520. However, the discipline report incorrectly

describes poor habitat upstream of SR 520, where no habitat is present.

Exhibit 24 and Page 79 of the discipline report were corrected as errata

to correctly identify the extent of stream habitat.

 

T-001-013

A sentence has been added as an errata at the end of the paragraph to

state:  "Effects due to the erosion control measures will be mitigated".
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T-001-014

The EA and Appendix E, Agency Coordination and Public Involvement

Discipline Report, have been updated in the errata to reflect this

distinction.

 

T-001-015

Comment noted. The second paragraph under the header "What are the

key points..." has been revised to read:

"The study area is within the 'usual and accustomed' areas of the

Muckleshoot Indian Tribe.  However, WSDOT has been and will continue

coordinating with the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe Fisheries Division staff to

avoid or minimize adverse effects."

 

T-001-016

Many wetlands in the corridor are small or isolated from the stream

systems and were formed on fill or cut slopes of SR 520. This is

especially true in the Fairweather Creek and Cozy Cove basins. Little if

any groundwater recharge occurs from these wetlands.

In Yarrow Creek, many of the wetlands are fragmented by roadway

features. YCN-1 and YCN-2 are small, narrow wetlands adjacent to the

straightened Yarrow Creek. They provide limited flood storage and

attenuation because they are small and very low in the watershed.

These hydrologic functions will be replaced by the stormwater facility

built between Bellevue Way and SR 520. YCN-3B is a triangular wetland

bounded by fill slopes and adjacent to a short open channel of Yarrow

Creek. It has minimal hydrologic function because of its small size, but

this function will be replaced by the large floodplain wetland constructed

adjacent to the newly constructed Yarrow Creek stream channels.

Of the project area wetlands in Yarrow Creek basin, it is likely that only

YCS-2 and YCS-4 contribute to groundwater, principally because of their
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larger size and connection to a high groundwater table. Approximately

10% of YCS-2 will be permanently affected; the rest will be enhanced or

preserved. Thus, there should be little effect on its hydrologic functions.

The largest depressional wetland that will be impacted is YCS-4, which

comprises 0.97 acre of impact or roughly two-thirds of the impacts to

depressional wetlands. YCS-4 is a reed canarygrass wetland located on

the interior of the 108th Street eastbound on-ramp to SR 520. It currently

drains primarily the adjacent road surfaces, and untreated stormwater

flows through the wetland and discharges via a culvert to Yarrow

Creek. YCS-4 likely has a very minor contribution, if any, to groundwater

recharge because of its small drainage area, seasonal surface inputs,

and location in a regional high groundwater area. This wetland will be

filled for construction of a constructed wetland stormwater facility, which

will drain a larger area and discharge larger volumes of treated

stormwater at a pre-developed forested rate to a vegetated buffer in a

similar location as it does today. The hydrologic functions of YCS-4 for

flow attenuation and water quality treatment will be mitigated in place by

the project. The proposed wetland mitigation will also restore a large

high quality wetland to replace the loss of small, low quality wetlands that

are affected within the project area.

Review of the Water Resources Discipline Report, Exhibit 15, page 38,

reveals that the total combined effect on pollutant loadings to Lake

Washington and Yarrow Creek is a net reduction in total suspended

solids (TSS), total zinc, dissolved zinc, total copper, and dissolved

copper. TDA 1 (Yarrow Creek) shows a net reduction in all pollutants on

an annual mass loading. TDAs 2 and 3 show a net reduction in all

pollutants except for dissolved copper, which experiences a net increase

of 0.02 lbs/yr. It is worth noting that both TDA 2 and 3 will no longer

discharge directly to either Fairweather or Cozy Cove creeks, as all

roadway runoff will be treated in a facility that directly discharges to Lake

Washington in Fairweather Bay. TDA 4 shows a net reduction in TSS,
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total zinc, and total copper. Slight increases are shown for dissolved zinc

(0.11 lbs/yr) and dissolved copper (0.04 lbs/yr). The effects are unknown

at this time, but are not expected to have negative effects on fish.

TDA 4 has a direct discharge into Lake Washington. In order to achieve

the reduction in annual loadings, the overall Build Alternative pollutant

concentrations must be below the No Build Alternative concentrations,

because of the increased pollution-generating impervious surface (PGIS)

associated with the project, and subsequent greater runoff volumes.

In addition, the project area currently does not have stormwater

treatment. This project will add 24 acres of new PGIS, but it will treat

over 62 acres for water quality and provide detention in the Yarrow

Creek basin. Permit conditions for the project will also require that

compensatory mitigation be provided to offset impacts to habitat

function. When considering all the benefits compared with the impacts,

the net result is not expected to have substantial negative overall effects

on these resources. If the net result meets expectations and there is no

negative overall effect to fish and aquatic resources, WSDOT expects

the result to be that there are no disproportionate and adverse effects on

Environmental Justice populations.

 

T-001-017

The statement should have read "...all new and replaced pollution-

generating impervious surfaces...", instead of all new and existing. This

has been updated in the errata.

 

T-001-018

Exhibit 12 Existing Wetlands has been revised to "Existing Wetlands and

Jurisdictional Ditches". The four ditches that meet the criteria are shown

on an updated Exhibit 12. In addition, language on page 39 has been

updated to provide more clarity within the jurisdictional ditch

discussion. All changes are reflected in the errata.

SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project

Attachment 5: Comments and Responses May 2010



Page 16

T-001-019

If any excess mitigation occurs at the Keller Site, that mitigation will only

be applied to this project if needed. No other WSDOT project would use

the excess mitigation.

 

T-001-020

The fish passage improvements are not proposed as mitigation for

wetland impacts. The errata clarifies the mitigation proposed for

construction effects to wetlands that will occur at a 1:1 ratio in the Yarrow

Creek corridor and removes language related to stream mitigation.

 

T-001-021

The language has been revised in the errata to state "...treaty-protected

fisheries resources within its usual and accustomed areas". The last

sentence in the paragraph was deleted.

 

T-001-022

Exhibit 24 has been updated in the errata and now includes references

to King County et al. 2001, which includes the referenced Muckleshoot

Indian Tribe Fisheries Division fish data.

 

T-001-023

A minimum large woody debris (LWD) size of 10 centimeters (cm) in

diameter was included in the stream mitigation plan, and the text on

page 74 of the discipline report errata was corrected to indicate this LWD

size.

 

T-001-024

WSDOT acknowledges that these are valid statements and has

incorporated the statements into the discipline report errata for page 75.
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T-001-025

Exhibit 24 now includes references to King County et al. 2001, which 

includes the referenced Muckleshoot Indian Tribe fish data.

 

T-001-026

This stream starts at the outlet of Culvert 15 on the north side of SR

520. However, the EA discipline report incorrectly describes poor habitat

upstream of SR 520, where no such habitat is present. Exhibit 24 and

Page 79 of the discipline report were changed in the errata to correctly

identify the extent of stream habitat.

 

T-001-027

The statement on page 93 does not refer to specific surveys; rather, that

no available information exists on this subject. Text for page 93 has been

changed accordingly in the discipline report errata. Exhibit 24 was

updated for the errata to include data from King County et al. 2001,

which includes the referenced Muckleshoot Indian Tribe fish data.

 

T-001-028

Culvert 15 is not included in Exhibit 31 because it does not convey a

stream (no open channel habitat exists upstream of SR 520), and is

therefore not a fish passage concern. Although the culvert will be

extended due to roadway widening, and some open channel habitat will

be lost, the stream channel impact will be mitigated by the overall

increase of open channel provided by the Yarrow Creek realignment and

removal of other culverts. This information is summarized in the errata

for Exhibit 33.

 

T-001-029

Construction of a new crossing for the West Tributary to Yarrow Bay

Wetlands (Culvert 78) will result in some impacts to in-stream habitat

and riparian vegetation downstream of SR 520.  Associated in-stream
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and riparian impacts have been updated in the discipline report errata,

Exhibits 33 and 34, respectively. The impacts that result from this work

will be mitigated.

 

T-001-030

Please see response to comment T-001-009.

 

T-001-031

Because culvert replacements are longer or shorter than the existing

structures, the replacements generally occur on a slightly different

alignment than existing, and because reconstructed stream segments

have varying degrees of meanders, displaying the "actual" pre- and post-

data is somewhat arbitrary and confusing. Therefore, the net change is

presented in Exhibit 33. A footnote was added in the errata to Exhibit 33

to clarify this point.

 

T-001-032

Please see response to comment T-001-008.

 

T-001-033

Exhibit 30 lists temporary buffer impacts and tree clearing numbers for

those areas affected by construction, while Exhibit 34 lists permanent

buffer impacts and tree clearing numbers for those areas where buffer

area is completely filled. Both exhibits have been updated in the

discipline report errata.

 

T-001-034

For stream buffers that are protected by local jurisdictions, WSDOT

calculated the impacts to regulated buffers and described those effects

quantitatively in Exhibits 30 and 34 of the EA. For jurisdictions that do

not regulate stream buffers, such as Hunts Point, Yarrow Point, and

Clyde Hill, WSDOT does not quantify riparian impacts. The project will
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result in some clearing adjacent to streams in these jurisdictions, and

some areas will be permanently affected due to road widening. Existing

vegetation along both streams, particularly downstream of SR 520, is

primarily landscaping with little to no overstory component based on field

observations. In many cases, the existing streamside vegetation

provides a low level of riparian function.  Although no quantification of

riparian buffer impacts occurs for these jurisdictions, riparian areas that

undergo clearing for construction (temporary impacts) would be

revegetated following the completion of construction activities with native

trees and shrubs. The plans for restoration along Fairweather Creek in

Hunts Point are described in the Conceptual Streams Mitigation Report

in Appendix B (Stream Buffer Revegetation and Planting Plans) plan

sheet LS101, while riparian restoration for Cozy Cove Creek in the

jurisdictions of Yarrow Point and Hunts Point is described on plan sheet

LS102. Fairweather Creek is an example of a creek that flows through

multiple jurisdictions, and the quantification of buffer impacts in the Joint

Aquatic Resources Permit Application (JARPA) submittal for Fairweather

Creek are for that portion (to the south of SR 520) of the creek and its

riparian area that are in Medina. No quantification is provided for the

jurisdiction of Hunts Point. 

The numbering for mitigation plan sheets changed between the 2/12

submittal and the 4/26 update. LS101 is now FPA26 and LS102 is now

FPB26. For Fairweather Creek, WSDOT identifies two types of plantings

in the riparian area – Stream Buffer and Floodplain Plantings. For Hunts

Point, WSDOT is replanting 3,965 square feet (s.f.) (0.09 acre) of stream

buffer and 941 s.f. (0.02 acre) of floodplain plantings. There are an

additional 2,010 s.f. of stream buffer and 756 s.f. of floodplain plantings

depicted in Medina’s jurisdiction. Since there is no overlap in these areas

and all of these areas can be considered riparian vegetation, a total of

7,672 s.f. (0.18 acre) will be replanted to replace temporary disturbances

in Fairweather Creek. For Cozy Cove Creek, the riparian areas are in the

jurisdictions of Hunts Point and Yarrow Point and WSDOT has depicted
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7,341 s.f. of planned stream buffer plantings and 325 s.f. of floodplain

plantings. As these figures suggest, these categories of plantings do not

overlap, so a total of 7,666 s.f. (0.18 acre) of riparian vegetation

plantings are planned. These riparian restoration efforts include both

stream buffer and floodplain plantings.  

These plantings will be placed in areas that currently have extremely

limited riparian function that consist primarily of grasses and non-native

species. The function of these riparian areas is expected to be

maintained or improved post-project due to the revegetation activities.

Furthermore, much of the project’s mitigation for stream impacts is in the

form of an increase in the total length of open stream channels in the

project area. WSDOT will establish buffers for those relocated stream

segments that serve as mitigation for filled stream reaches within the

project area.

 

T-001-035

The small, entrenched, ephemeral stream is 13 feet in length and

generally has no more than 1 or 2 inches of water depth when it is

flowing. It has several steep drops at its confluence with the main stem

of Cozy Cove Creek, has unstable substrate consisting of silt and

mud, and has no gravels. Best professional judgment by a professional

fish biologist based on the lack of suitable habitat features informed the

assignment of non-fish-bearing status for this tributary.

 

T-001-036

Please see response to comment T-001-009.

 

T-001-037

WSDOT will provide 2.13 acres of riparian buffer creation on fish-bearing

steams (new buffer areas are associated with the realignments of

Yarrow Creek and the South Fork Yarrow Creek) in order to offset 2.13
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acres of permanent buffer impact over the project area, including buffer

areas on non-fish-bearing streams. In addition, WSDOT will revegetate

and enhance 3.23 acres of temporarily disturbed riparian area, much of

which currently consists of non-native grass or shrub species. More than

1,900 coniferous and deciduous trees will be planted to replace the 189

trees greater than 6 inches in diameter in the permanent and temporary

impact areas. The combination of these activities will result in no net loss

of riparian function within the project area. Detailed information on the

individual riparian mitigation areas and riparian vegetation mitigation

approach is described in the Streams Mitigation Report, which has been

provided to the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe Fisheries Division.

 

T-001-038

Exhibit 6 had incorrect impervious surface quantities. The percent of

impervious surfaces in Exhibit 6 has been updated to be consistent with

the impervious surface quantities in Exhibit 7.

 

T-001-039

The errata for the Water Resources Discipline Report includes the

Unnamed Tributary to Fairweather Bay.

 

T-001-040

WSDOT agrees and will provide enhanced treatment if stormwater is

discharged into those creeks. However, WSDOT proposes to discharge

stormwater collected within Fairweather Basin directly into Lake

Washington at Fairweather Bay. Because Lake Washington is an

exempt water body, only basic treatment is proposed.

 

T-001-041

WSDOT looks forward to coordinating with the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe

Fisheries Division on this issue. 
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To prevent the loss of runoff providing baseflow to Cozy Cove Creek, a

portion of the proposed roadway will drain to a media filter drain for

treatment and be dispersed back into the ground. The media filter drain

will be located on the south side of SR 520 and will be sized to match the

pre-development 2-year flow rate of 0.111 cubic feet per second (cfs) to

the stream from the 5.39 acres of proposed roadway area in the basin.

Using MGSflood to model proposed and pre-development flow rates,

WSDOT determined that approximately 300 linear feet of media filter

drain treatment for 0.426 acre of pavement draining to Cozy Cove Creek

are required to match the pre-development flow rates for the 2-year

storm event.

 

T-001-042

The labeling of stormwater facilities has been included on Exhibit 12 of

the errata.

 

T-001-043

Please see response to Comment T-001-008.

 

T-001-044

The current condition of the Yarrow Creek portion of SR 520 is direct

discharge with little to no water quality treatment (a small swale may

provide some limited treatment for a minor portion of roadway) and no

flow control. The Highway Runoff Manual (HRM) provides design

standards for water quality and flow control for all water discharged from

the project, and the HRM was developed to comply with the WSDOT

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit

requirements. The project team has evaluated the hydrologic modeling

to ensure accuracy with pre-developed conditions and determined that

saturated soils exist within the project limits.  The model has been re-run

and the resulting detention needs can be accommodated within the

project Threshold Discharge Area. The project team has determined that
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there are two suitable locations for the approximately 0.6 acre-feet of

detention needed and that this can be accommodated between 108th

Avenue NE and the I-405 loop ramps. Of further interest is that the total

drainage to Yarrow Creek is approximately 1,400 acres while the project

will drain approximately 30 acres of those 1,400.   

The project will significantly reduce the flow rates below existing

conditions for the SR 520 runoff as well as restore much of the lower end

of Yarrow Creek. Inventories of the existing Yarrow Creek found no large

woody debris (LWD) present, while restoration designs will install LWD in

the main stem and South Fork of Yarrow Creek, which will provide

habitat refugia during high flows. This restoration will provide habitat

features including roughened stream channels and LWD that will provide

refugia during storm events and reduce the potential for erosive flows

from SR 520. LWD will extend into the low-flow channel throughout the

restored stream, providing resting areas during low flows as well as high.

Stormwater discharges to Yarrow Creek and the West Tributary to

Yarrow Creek will be to energy dissipation pads prior to reaching the

creeks. Energy dissipation combined with enhanced in-stream habitat

structure in Yarrow Creek are expected to provide juvenile salmon with

refugia during sub-peak flows.  Space constraints limit options for

providing in-stream habitat structures in the vicinity of the outfall to the

West Tributary to Yarrow Creek. The stormwater outfall is immediately

upstream of the entrance to proposed culvert C1. Habitat boulders will

be placed in the culvert and may provide some refugia. Given that

expected maximum discharge rates at pond G4 discharging to the West

Tributary to Yarrow Creek are 0.12 cfs for the 100 yr. storm event, and

stream flow rates are expected to be 28.9 cfs for the 100 yr. event,

discharges from this stormwater facility are not expected to have a

significant effect on fish. Although stormwater may be discharged to the

stream during a wide range of stream flow conditions, the controlled

discharge rate at the stormwater facility (maximum predicted discharge
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rate of approximately 0.12 cfs) results in relatively low incremental flows

(adding approximately 3% to stream flow at fish passage stream flows)

to the West Tributary to Yarrow Creek.  Therefore, stormwater

discharges are not expected to have a significant effect on juvenile fish

upstream movements.

At this time, the standards for stormwater design require reduction of

flows in accordance with the HRM at 50% of the 2-year peak flow.

However, the Washington State Department of Ecology has determined

that this standard by itself is insufficient to protect fish habitat and

production. Additionally, all stream design is being conducted in

accordance with the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife

(WDFW) manual guidance and incorporating the elements noted above.

WSDOT has also investigated the opportunities for infiltration and found

that groundwater is typically high (saturated soils) in the lower reaches of

the streams, making infiltration infeasible.  With the highly developed

urban setting upstream of the project, alternative sites for infiltration

and/or detention were not found.

 

T-001-045

The determination that the project will have a negligible contribution to

cumulative effects on wetlands and streams is based on the successful

implementation of stream and wetland mitigation plans. These efforts will

be implemented according to permit conditions, monitored for 5 to 10

years, and adjusted as necessary through adaptive management to

ensure their successful implementation. The mitigation design has been

through a rigorous process with agency and Muckleshoot Indian Tribe

Fisheries Division input utilized to result in a very detailed and well

thought out plan.

The project is improving stream habitat by adding habitat complexity,

adding stream sinuosity, decreasing the number and total length of

culverts on streams, increasing fish access to existing habitat, and
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reducing stormwater pollutant concentrations. These efforts are

expected to result in improved fish habitat and are not anticipated to

decrease salmon productivity.

 

T-001-046

Review of the Water Resources Discipline Report, Exhibit 15, page 38,

reveals that the total combined effect on pollutant loadings to Lake

Washington and Yarrow Creek is a net reduction in total suspended

solids (TSS), total zinc, dissolved zinc, total copper, and dissolved

copper. TDA 1 (Yarrow Creek) shows a net reduction in all pollutants on

an annual mass loading. TDAs 2 and 3 show a net reduction in all

pollutants except for dissolved copper, which experiences a net increase

of 0.02 lbs/yr. It is worth noting that both TDA 2 and 3 will no longer

discharge directly to either Fairweather or Cozy Cove creeks because all

roadway runoff will be treated in a facility that directly discharges to Lake

Washington in Fairweather Bay. TDA 4 shows a net reduction in TSS,

total zinc, and total copper. Slight increases are shown for dissolved zinc

(0.11 lbs/yr) and dissolved copper (0.04 lbs/yr). The effects are unknown

at this time, but are not expected to contribute to a substantial

cumulative or indirect effect.

 

T-001-047

Two sentences have been added to the errata that acknowledge

increasing water temperature in Lake Washington. The sentences

include citations for the report "Synthesis of Salmon Research and

Monitoring" as well as King County's Major Lakes Monitoring Trends.
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S-001-001

WSDOT, in consultation with Ecology, has determined that all detention

requirements based on the Highway Runoff Manual will be met for the

project, including those for the Yarrow Creek Basin.  Current modeling

indicates that the project will be short by about 0.6 acre-feet of detention.

WSDOT has identified two candidate sites within Yarrow Creek Basin

that will provide the needed detention volume.

 

S-001-002

The off-site mitigation site includes approximately 30 acres of habitat

improvements, including  increased habitat structure by planting woody

vegetation; installation of snags, large woody debris, and brush piles;

and creation of a new side channel for Evans Creek.

Additional wildlife habitat improvements will occur in the Yarrow Creek

stream mitigation area.

 

S-001-003

The culverts will be designed so that the stream can naturally flush

material downstream. No dredging is anticipated. The culverts will

become part of WSDOT's maintenance program and subject to periodic

review. 
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S-002-001

The sentence is incorrect. The sentence should read "most of the

stormwater from SR 520 today is not discharged treated."  The text has

been updated in the errata.

 

S-002-002

In the Water Resources Discipline Report, the numbers shown as

percent impervious surface on Exhibit 6 are incorrect. The numbers

listed in Exhibits 7 and 16 are correct. Exhibit 6 has been updated in the

errata.

 

S-002-003

Stormwater from all basins except Yarrow Creek Basin will be

discharged into Lake Washington following water quality treatment

measures based on information provided in the Highway Runoff

Manual. WSDOT is no longer using the demonstrative approach to

identify potential sites for flow control facilities. WSDOT anticipates

providing flow control within the Yarrow Creek Basin.  Information

regarding the demonstrative approach has been revised in the errata.

 

S-002-004

WSDOT no longer intends to use the demonstrative approach. WSDOT

will follow the Highway Runoff Manual when designing the flow control

facilities within the Yarrow Creek Basin. This has been updated in the

errata.

 

S-002-005

That portion of the wetland where work is proposed is not currently

designated as shoreline under the City of Kirkland's shoreline and

wetland classification system codes. Therefore, a shoreline substantial

development permit is not required. This has been verified by the City of

Kirkland and the Multi-Agency Permitting (MAP) Team.
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S-002-006

The project is located in a highly urbanized area and is consistent with

local comprehensive plans and policies. As described in Appendix

U, Indirect and Cumulative Effects Technical Memorandum, analyses

conducted by the Puget Sound Regional Council concluded that regional

growth will be incremental in nature, and will occur as in-fill in areas that

are already urbanized; this development pattern is expected to occur

with or without construction of the project.

 

S-002-007

The width varies throughout the project area due to ramp tapers,

shoulders, and transit stops.  Exhibit 4-1 is intended to provide only a

general representation of the roadway before and after the project.

 

S-002-008

For this project, WSDOT has been conducting early coordination with the

Multi-Agency Permitting (MAP) Team, which includes the Washington

State Department of Ecology, to help expedite the permitting process.

The submittal on June 3, 2009 was the initial Joint Aquatic Resource

Permits Application (JARPA) package, which allows permit agencies

advance review. WSDOT continues follow-on coordination with the MAP

Team. Final permit submittal has not yet occurred. WSDOT does not

anticipate receiving all permits until after the National Environmental

Policy Act/State Environmental Policy Act (NEPA/SEPA) process is

complete. Therefore, discussions with the MAP Team will continue after

the NEPA/SEPA process is completed to address concerns regarding

permitting.

WSDOT will not issue a Notice of Action Taken under SEPA until the

Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) is complete under NEPA.

 

SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project

Attachment 5: Comments and Responses May 2010



Page 30

S-002-009

The text has been updated in the errata as requested. The project team

will not be updating the list of permits to add references to applicable

laws.

 

S-002-010

Wetlands are regulated at the federal, state, and local levels. Appendix

L, Ecosystems Discipline Report, identifies the federal, state, and local

rules and regulations that govern wetlands.

 

S-002-011

The paragraph on page 5-25 of the EA describes how WSDOT

developed the project to avoid effects to wetlands, streams, and wildlife.

Effects to ecosystems are described under each subheading. Additional

detail can be found in Appendix L, Ecosystems Discipline Report.
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L-001-001

Designs have been presented to the City of Medina that reflect both the

EA configuration and the anticipated SR 520 configuration after the SR

520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project is completed.

That project will modify the location of the transit platform to

accommodate the new bridge configuration. This modification is

expected to occur after completion of the SR 520, Medina to SR 202:

Eastside Transit and HOV Project.

Proposed noise walls and visual effects on Bellevue Christian

Elementary School were evaluated based on the design presented in the

EA, which includes the transit platform and walkway east of Evergreen

Point Road.

 

L-001-002

This configuration is not considered temporary and reflects the full extent

of the SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project.

However, WSDOT does acknowledge that other projects on SR 520 are

currently being planned for, including the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project. This is discussed on pages 2-4 and 2-

5 of the EA.

 

L-001-003

WSDOT will maintain the existing parking at a minimum and may add

additional stalls. The current design does show the addition of 10 to 15

stalls. The effects are considered in the EA and WSDOT does not

anticipate that the additional capacity will have a noticeable effect on the

school or neighborhood. WSDOT will coordinate with the City of Medina

and local agencies on the final parking configuration.
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L-001-004

Studies completed for the project show that Wetland FC Park and the

associated groundwater in the area would not likely be affected by the

project. The impact analysis found that the wetland, including its social

(i.e., educational) values, would not be affected by activities associated

with construction or operation of the project.

 

L-001-005

WSDOT anticipates that the stormwater treatment requirements for this

project or for future needs will be accommodated on the 2-acre site and

there will be no excess land available for other uses. If this turns out not

to be the case, the City may coordinate with WSDOT Real Estate

Services concerning potential uses of any remaining land.

 

L-001-006

A review of pertinent literature, including Anderson and Ray et al. (2001),

and field observations did not document any salmonids upstream (south)

of SR 520. However, there are anecdotal reports of coho salmon in

Fairweather Creek and salmonid use of this reach is presumed.

The project will remove one of the two existing culverts under SR 520,

and replace the other culvert with a fully fish-passable culvert adjacent

to the existing structure, allowing full fish access to these stream

reaches.

 

L-001-007

Implementation of tolls is not included in the SR 520, Medina to SR 202:

Eastside Transit and HOV Project, which was evaluated as described in

the EA. However, tolling legislation was enacted by the Washington

State Legislature (ESHB 2211) in May 2009 for implementation as a

separate project.  Refer to the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft Environmental
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Impact Statement and the Lake Washington Congestion Management

Project for more information about tolling along the SR 520 corridor.

 

L-001-008

Please refer to Appendix Q, Transportation Discipline Report, for a

detailed discussion of the methodology. The forecast methodology

develops an overall growth rate, which is a sum of two layers of

growth/travel patterns. These two layers are local trips (not destined to or

from SR 520) and trips to/from SR 520.

The local layer is similar for the No Build Alternative and Build

Alternative. The second “layer” is traffic to and from SR 520. This layer

accounts for growth to and from SR 520 with the Build Alternative and

any travel pattern changes associated with revised access points.

 

L-001-009

If the diversions described are occurring along local arterials, this is

captured in the travel demand model step and is carried forward in the

forecasts. Since the forecasts show a growth overall – both through the

local system and along the SR 520 corridor – some new route choices

may be occurring. However, trips east of I-405 that get “stuck”

westbound approaching the I-405 interchange are likely trips that

originate too far east to find a quicker path by diverting to local streets

through Medina. 

Additionally, the traffic forecasts do account for growth in Bellevue

accessing SR 520 via 84th Avenue NE or 92nd Avenue NE. The growth

to/from Bellevue is not all concentrated at Bellevue Way and 108th

Avenue NE. In terms of vehicle volume, the Bellevue Way/108th

interchanges will experience larger increases than the 84th/92nd

interchanges because the 84th/92nd interchanges are lower

volume/lower capacity. In terms of percentage growth, all interchanges

between Lake Washington and I-405 will increase similarly.
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L-001-010

The Build Alternative will enhance the ramp geometry for all merge

locations including improved sight distance, shoulders for refuge, and

longer acceleration lengths, all of which will result in improved

operations. The Build Alternative will remove conflicts between merging

vehicles and higher-speed HOV traffic approaching the merge point.

Improvements at the transit flyer stop merge are expected to allow

buses to accelerate close to free flow speeds before merging into the

general-purpose lane, improving operations. Today, and under the No

Build Alternative, the merge allows buses to accelerate only to about 30

mph, which affects the mainline speeds and the merge at the HOV lane

termination and 84th Avenue NE on-ramp.

 

L-001-011

The Build Alternative will improve safety at the ramp merge areas by

providing improved sight distance, sufficient acceleration length, and

improved ramp geometry. The merge condition will be a standard

configuration for general-purpose and HOV vehicles. This will provide

substantially improved safety and operations for all vehicles when

compared with the existing configuration in which merging general-

purpose vehicles must weave across the fast-moving HOV lane and

merge into the slower-moving general-purpose lanes.

 

L-001-012

Improved travel time reliability, rather than simply improved travel time, is

one of the purposes of the project. Both results are expected for HOV

traffic. Currently, reliability is affected from I-405 west to Evergreen

Point, particularly in the vicinity of 108th Avenue NE and Bellevue Way,

where conflicts between HOV and general-purpose traffic are

substantial.
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L-001-013

The intersection geometry and stop control are not the constraints

causing congestion on 84th Avenue NE; the source is congestion on

the SR 520 mainline. With improved operation of the SR 520 mainline

under the Build Alternative, queues on 84th Avenue NE are expected to

shorten as well. 

The local study area was limited to areas where the project impacts may

be measured by Level of Service (LOS) changes at intersections and

require geometric/design changes. These changes are usually realized

with an increase in traffic of at least 5% or more compared with the No

Build Alternative. The analysis indicates little increase in trips (less than

5%) at the two study intersections. This again is reflected in operations

analysis – the two intersections nearest the interchange (experiencing

the highest increase in volume) operate at LOS C or better under the No

Build configuration and improve or operate with the same grade in the

Build configuration (see Exhibit 6-6 of Appendix Q, Transportation

Discipline Report).

 

L-001-014

The queue spillback is determined based on the freeway (CORSIM)

analysis. Appendix Q, Transportation Discipline Report, Exhibit 5-16,

shows that in the year 2030 No Build conditions, the freeway traffic will

back onto 84th Avenue NE for the entire peak period, over 4.5 hours.

With the project, congestion will be reduced on the mainline, resulting in

less queuing on 84th Avenue NE.  Exhibit 5-16 shows that congestion

from SR 520 will spill back onto 84th Avenue NE for about 3 hours of the

evening commute.

 

L-001-015

WSDOT will continue to work with the City of Medina through the design

process to address concerns about traffic on 84th Avenue NE. WSDOT

will work with the City to develop access management measures, to and
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from the Medina Circle neighborhood, that will fit within the scope of the

SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project.

 

L-001-016

The queue spillback is determined based on the freeway (CORSIM)

analysis. Appendix Q, Transportation Discipline Report, Exhibit 5-16,

shows that in the year 2030 No Build conditions, the freeway traffic will

back onto 84th Avenue NE for the entire peak period, over 4.5 hours.

With the project, congestion will be reduced on the mainline, resulting in

less queuing on 84th Avenue NE.  Exhibit 5-16 shows that congestion

from SR 520 will spill back onto 84th Avenue NE for about 3 hours of the

evening commute.

 

L-001-017

WSDOT will coordinate with local agencies on project details as the

project moves forward. WSDOT will also develop a Transportation

Management Plan (TMP) prior to construction. The TMP will contain

strategies for managing traffic operation, traffic control, and public

information for the project. In addition, WSDOT will include best

management practices (BMPs) to minimize effects to residences within

the construction area. Please refer to the Mitigation Commitment List in

Attachment 4 of this FONSI.

 

L-001-018

WSDOT has identified major utility providers in the project area and is

currently working with them on solutions for utility conflicts. Please see

Appendix P of the EA for more details. As design progresses and the

need for utility relocations or in-place protections are identified, WSDOT

will develop specific plans for construction methods and techniques.

Utilities operating under a franchise agreement with WSDOT will be

expected to cooperate per the provisions stated in their respective

contracts.
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L-002-001

Thank you for your comment.

 

L-002-002

WSDOT has been engaged in ongoing coordination with King County

Metro and Sound Transit during the planning process, and will continue

this coordination as the project moves forward.

 

L-002-003

Construction improvements between 108th Avenue NE and NE 24th

Street are outside of the scope of the project.  The nonmotorized

facilities that are proposed by the project have been designed to be

consistent with known planning efforts for nonmotorized facilities and will

provide for regional and local access to existing and future trail systems

within the project construction limits.  The proposed project

improvements provide flexibility for future nonmotorized facility designs

in the I-405/SR 520 interchange area. 

WSDOT will continue to coordinate and partner with local jurisdictions,

separately from this project, to identify and evaluate local nonmotorized

facility plans between 108th Avenue NE and NE 24th Street.
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L-003-001

Your comment is noted.
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L-003-002

Implementation of tolls is not included in the SR 520, Medina to SR 202:

Eastside Transit and HOV Project, which was evaluated as described in

the EA. However, tolling legislation was enacted by the Washington

State Legislature (ESHB 2211) in May 2009 for implementation as a

separate project.  Refer to the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft Environmental

Impact Statement and the Lake Washington Congestion Management

Project for more information about tolling along the SR 520 corridor.

In the Indirect and Cumulative Effects section of the EA, page 5-145, the

text indicates that there would not be a cumulative tolling effect since

tolling is not included in the Build Alternative. However, as described in

Chapter 1, tolling is considered a reasonably foreseeable future action,

so its effects are included in the transportation indirect and cumulative

effects analysis (see Chapter 11 of Appendix Q, Transportation

Discipline Report). This is a planning-level analysis that does not include

arterial streets.

 

L-003-003

WSDOT plans to incorporate Context Sensitive Solutions into the design

of the project. These solutions will be incorporated regardless of the

phasing of the project. WSDOT will continue to coordinate with the City

of Bellevue to develop urban design criteria to advance preliminary

concepts for local streets and guide final design prior to construction.
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L-003-004

It is unknown at this time what a design would look like for future high-

capacity transit (HCT).  However, a 4-foot buffer for HCT has been

designed at the major structures to avoid potential future modifications to

those structures. See Chapter 4 of the EA for additional information.

 

L-003-005

The project team is coordinating with the City of Bellevue to address the

requested design refinements.

 

L-003-006

HOV and transit will be allowed to turn left onto the proposed

westbound direct-access ramps.

 

SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project

Attachment 5: Comments and Responses May 2010



Page 42

L-003-007

The Points Loop Trail will be designed to the American Association of

State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) standards and will

comply with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements, as

described on page 4-15 of the EA. The surface treatment will be paved.

There is a section along Wetherill Nature Preserve and in the vicinity of

80th Avenue NE where the existing trail grade exceeds ADA

requirements. To comply with the ADA requirements, WSDOT

will provide rest areas at prescribed distances. There are also alternative

routes available along the regional path and the Points Loop Trail that

comply with ADA requirements. This is described in more detail on page

5-126 of the EA.

 

L-003-008

The SR 520 team has coordinated with the I-405 program team to

ensure there are no conflicts with the Bellevue Braids Project. Regarding

the I-405/SR 520 interchange, there are no current,

planned improvements. However, the SR 520, Medina to SR 202:

Eastside Transit and HOV Project will not preclude future designs for

that interchange.

 

L-003-009

The proposed staging strategy is an example of a feasible approach if

the project is fully funded.  Funding and construction

sequencing approaches could alter this strategy. WSDOT will construct

the stormwater treatment system as needed to accommodate the 

requirements as the project is constructed and WSDOT will follow all

applicable permit requirements. In addition, the Finding of No Significant

Impact (FONSI) includes a Mitigation Commitments List (Attachment 4).

Under Water Resources, a Temporary Erosion and Sedimentation

Control plan and Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be

developed prior to construction to minimize potential effects. The erosion
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and sedimentation control BMPs will be properly implemented,

monitored, and maintained during construction.

 

L-003-010

Recycling or other energy-reducing opportunities were not included in

the calculation. WSDOT uses the industry standard California

Department of Transportation (CALTRANS) energy consumption factors

for transportation facilities as described in Energy and Transportation

Systems (1983). Energy consumption during construction was estimated

by applying a construction energy consumption factor to the total project

costs. Energy will be consumed during site preparation and construction

activities including equipment operation and lighting.

 

L-003-011

WSDOT has investigated the use of low energy lighting that could

reduce operational and maintenance costs; however, the EA analysis

focused on industry standard materials and practices.

 

L-003-012

The land use analysis included in the EA was based on a technical

memorandum prepared by WSDOT. The technical memorandum was

produced during the same time that the City of Bellevue was developing

the Bel-Red Subarea Plan. The land use section of the EA discusses the

changes and growth anticipated in the Bel-Red Subarea and how the

project will accommodate the future demand resulting from mixed uses.

Additionally, the indirect and cumulative effects analysis required by tne

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) identified the Bel-Red area

infill development as a land use that will likely change in the foreseeable

future, with or without the SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit

and HOV Project.
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L-003-013

Additional noise analysis has been conducted in the area between

Bellevue Way NE and just east of 108th Avenue NE. This information is

provided in the errata.

 

L-003-014

East of 108th Avenue NE the project would not add capacity, would only

restripe the highway, and no change the vertical or horizontal alignment

of the highway is planned. The restriping is not predicted to result in a 3

dBA change in noise levels.  Therefore, the section of the project east of

108th Avenue NE, where there are no physical changes to the highway

or local roadways, was not analyzed for traffic noise.

 

L-003-015

Additional noise analysis has been conducted in the area between

Bellevue Way NE and just east of 108th Avenue NE. This information is

provided in the errata.

 

L-003-016

Additional information may be found in Appendix G, Air Quality Technical

Memorandum. The project is not expected to cause or contribute to any

new violation of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards. The project

is expected to have a low potential for mobile source air toxic emissions.

 

L-003-017

Appendix Q, Noise Technical Memorandum, provides additional details

on design measures considered to reduce noise impacts. Quiet

pavement is not currently approved by federal guidelines for use

as mitigation. In addition, quiet pavement is being evaluated by WSDOT

under a separate project for selected highways in Washington state, and

the findings from this analysis are still under review.

 

SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project

Attachment 5: Comments and Responses May 2010



Page 45

L-003-018

The government facilities listed in Section 5.6 of the EA include service

locations such as city halls, libraries, and post offices. The WSDOT

maintenance facility and the City of Bellevue's pump station are not

typically open to the public or considered locations where the public

expects to receive a type of service, and therefore were not identified in

this section.

 

L-003-019

That is correct; "their" should be "there are". This has been corrected in

the errata.

 

L-003-020

WSDOT is reviewing the recommendations submitted by the City of

Bellevue regarding transportation policies. WSDOT has been and will

continue to accommodate the City of Bellevue's recommendations,

where feasible.

 

L-003-021

Construction improvements between 108th Avenue NE and NE 24th

Street are outside of the scope of the project.  The nonmotorized

facilities that are proposed by the project have been designed to be

consistent with known planning efforts for nonmotorized facilities and will

provide for regional and local access to existing and future trail systems

within the project construction limits.  The proposed project

improvements provide flexibility for future nonmotorized facility designs

in the I-405/SR 520 interchange area. 

WSDOT will continue to coordinate and partner with local jurisdictions,

separately from this project, to identify and evaluate local nonmotorized

facility plans between 108th Avenue NE and NE 24th Street.
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L-003-022

WSDOT acknowledges your comment.

 

L-003-023

Nonmotorized features and safety are described in more detail in

Appendix Q, Transportation Discipline Report, Chapter 7.

 

L-003-024

WSDOT will coordinate with  the City of Bellevue on project details as

the project moves forward. WSDOT will also develop a Transportation

Management Plan (TMP) prior to construction. The TMP  will contain

strategies for managing traffic operation, traffic control, and public

information for the project. This provision is included in Chapter 6,

Measures to Avoid, Minimize, or Mitigate Effects, under the

Transportation topic.

 

L-003-025

The amount of non-pollutant-generating impervious surface associated

with the project has not been quantified.  WSDOT will employ low-impact

development Best Management Practices (BMPs) that are consistent

with the Highway Runoff Manual for addressing non-pollutant-generating

impervious surfaces. These methods include localized infiltration of

runoff. Where runoff cannot be infiltrated, it will be collected and

conveyed to a detention facility.
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L-003-026

Exhibit 5-19 is intended to provide context to the acquisitions described

in the text and not to determine right of way ownership. WSDOT has and

will continue to coordinate with the City of Bellevue regarding changes in

right of way ownership.

 

L-003-027

WSDOT does intend to prepare a Transportation Management Plan.

Please see Attachment 4 of the Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)

for the list of commitments. 

 

L-003-028

Emergency vehicle access will be maintained at the locations specified

in your comment. WSDOT will coordinate with local jurisdictions on

project details, such as emergency access, as the project moves

forward.
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L-003-029

No noise-sensitive properties were identified that will be affected by the

ramps.

 

L-003-030

The exhibit on page 67 of Appendix O, Noise Technical

Memorandum, reflects the correct modeling results. The aerial exhibits

have been updated with the correct results and are included in the

errata.

 

L-003-031

The correct number is 53. This has been updated in the errata.

 

L-003-032

Several factors are considered in the placement of noise walls and in the

determination of right of way and easement needs. There is no

established setback requirement; however, a principal concern is the

placement of noise walls relative to nearby housing and pedestrian uses.

During final design of any proposed noise walls, WSDOT will ensure that

the wall provides for construction, maintenance, utility access, and

emergency vehicle access.
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L-003-033

The updates to the noise analysis included in the errata reflect the

currently proposed roadway design for that location. If the roadway

design changes in the future, WSDOT will evaluate the need for

additional noise analysis.

 

L-003-034

WSDOT will conduct pre- and post-construction surveys of

structures abutting the work zone for vibration.  Survey locations will

depend on the type of construction activity.

 

L-003-035

WSDOT has reviewed these proposals with the City of Bellevue and will

continue to coordinate with the City to establish concurrence on arterial

geometrics, channelization, and traffic signal system modifications.
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L-003-036

The suggested segment of the local trail extension is not part of this

project. The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV

Project will be consistent with regional planning efforts. The currently

proposed project will provide new local trail connections at NE

33rd Street and at the old Lake Washington Boulevard. Users can follow

the local streets to connect with additional trail access points.

 

L-003-037

Left turns from northbound 108th Avenue NE to the general-purpose

westbound SR 520 on-ramp will be restricted to accommodate proper

signal operations at the interchange with the direct access ramps and at

Northup Way.

 

L-003-038

Design of these features will be in accordance with WSDOT design

standards. The design standards include measures to restrict public

access to detention ponds. The standards for trail design include

geometric requirements for clearance and sight distance, and measures

such as lighting in the tunnel for trail safety.
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L-003-039

Please see response to comment #L-003-024.

 

L-003-040

In coordination with the City of Bellevue, WSDOT will conduct pre- and

post-construction assessments of proposed haul routes to determine

their condition.

 

L-003-041

The projects indicated in the comment were not identified as meeting the

criteria for the cumulative effects transportation network at the time of

analysis. The definition of the local street network for cumulative effects

was developed prior to analysis in early 2008. The definition included

planned, unfunded local street improvements that were included in the

City's Transportation Improvement Program at that time.
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L-003-042

WSDOT is not able to provide access to the City of Bellevue's sewer

manhole from the highway.  WSDOT will continue to coordinate with the

City on other options for access.

 

L-003-043

WSDOT does not believe the project will have a measurable effect on

groundwater. Identified off-site seepage/groundwater along with all other

off-site flows entering the right of way will be fully addressed in final

design of off-site conveyance, as required. To identify specific design

consideration needs, WSDOT will continue to coordinate with local utility

purveyors to identify all utility facilities at wall locations.

 

L-003-044

WSDOT will coordinate with the City of Bellevue on project details, such

as utility clearances and noise walls, as the project moves forward.
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L-003-045

Please see response to comment #L-002-043.

 

L-003-046

Please see response to comment #L-003-044.

 

L-003-047

Please see response to comment #L-003-043.

 

L-003-048

Please see response to comment #L-003-044.

 

L-003-049

This view is looking northeast, not west as stated in the EA. This has

been corrected in the errata.

 

L-003-050

Studies completed for the project found that construction activities, such

as installing retaining walls, will have a negligible effect on groundwater

resources in the project area, including flow of groundwater. Therefore,

no mitigation measures are proposed for groundwater resources. See

the Water Resources Discipline Report for more details.

 

L-003-051

WSDOT understands that these are critical services to maintain.

WSDOT will prepare a consolidated utility plan to avoid or minimize

construction effects on utility services, and will coordinate with local utility

purveyors to identify and address potential utility conflicts.

It is not currently anticipated that public facilities such as restrooms will

be included in the design of lids or transit stops. WSDOT continues to
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coordinate with Sound Transit and King County Metro on design details

such as transit operator facilities. WSDOT will coordinate with the City of

Bellevue for utility needs.

 

L-003-052

WSDOT is aware of this request. WSDOT is in the process of preparing

a utility relocation plan.  WSDOT will coordinate with local utility

purveyors to identify and address potential utility conflicts.

 

L-003-053

Implementation of the project is discussed on pages 4-21 and 4-22 of the

EA. WSDOT agrees with the City's statement and will continue

coordination to address utility relocation concerns.
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L-003-054

Please see responses to comments L-003-043 and L-003-044.
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L-004-001

A primary component of the purpose and need of the project, as

described in Chapter 2 of the EA, is to provide improved mobility to

transit and HOV users. However, as you mention, there are indeed

additional benefits of the project. These benefits contribute to our overall

analysis of impacts, but they are not the main purpose for proposing the

project.

 

L-004-002

Construction effects are described in Appendix Q, Transportation

Discipline Report. Chapters 2 and 10 indicate that the transit stations will

be closed, one at a time, for periods of 4 to 6 months during

construction. WSDOT will coordinate construction of the

Eastside freeway transit stations with any future closure of the Montlake

freeway station as required to maintain a location for transfers.

 

L-004-003

Page 4-22 of the EA states the anticipated timing. Once funding is

secured and a contractor selected, a more detailed schedule can be

developed.

 

L-004-004

As stated on page 1-4 of the EA, it is assumed that the SR 520, Medina

to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project will be completed before

the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project is open

to traffic. There may be overlap in construction for both projects. WSDOT

will work with transit agencies to coordinate potential effects to transit

service during construction.

 

L-004-005

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project made

assumptions based on the best available information for traffic modeling

SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project

Attachment 5: Comments and Responses May 2010



Page 61

purposes. If the assumptions change, the traffic modeling results will be

revisited. However, if the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement

and HOV Project were built first, it is assumed that congestion within the

Eastside study area would be further improved due to extended HOV

lanes across the bridge.

 

L-004-006

For operational effects, a primary component of the purpose and need of

the project, as described in Chapter 2 of the EA, is to provide improved

mobility to transit and HOV users. Please refer to Appendix Q,

Transportation Discipline Report, Chapters 8 and 10 for information

about assumptions for future transit service and for operations during

construction. Coordination with the transit agencies is ongoing to

address transit operations during construction. This coordination will

continue throughout construction.

 

L-004-007

Buses traveling westbound on SR 520 will be able to access the NE 40th

Street off-ramp as they do today by exiting on the right side of the

roadway.  There is little to no congestion forecasted in the area between

124th Avenue NE and NE 40th Street, so buses will have sufficient

opportunity to make the lane changes required without affecting their

travel times.  Once the buses have exited the SR 520 mainline, they will

serve the flyerstops along the collector/distributor as they do today.  The

buses will also re-enter the SR 520 corridor at the NE 51st Street on-

ramp merge as they do today.  Because the baseline roadway network

for the year 2030 includes the completion of the SR 520 Westlake

Sammamish Parkway project, congestion is not projected to occur on the

segment of SR 520 between the NE 51st Street on-ramp and the

Westlake Sammamish Parkway off-ramp.  For this reason, the project

has not evaluated any other outside transit-only shoulder lanes.  The

HOV bypass lane on the NE 51st Street on-ramp will be utilized by

transit vehicles to gain priority when re-entering the freeway system.   
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Buses traveling westbound will be able to exit at the NE 51st Street off-

ramp and serve the flyerstops at both NE 51st Street and NE 40th Street

as they do today.  When buses re-enter the SR 520 corridor, they will be

able to access the center HOV lane prior to reaching the 124th Avenue

NE interchange area.  Traveling in the inside lanes from this point west

will provide buses with a substantial travel time benefit.   

The SR 520 inside HOV lanes between the NE 40th Street and NE 51st

Street interchanges continue to provide benefits for carpools and

vanpools.  Those inside HOV lanes also provide transit agencies with an

opportunity to modify or add reliable transit service through the

interchange area. 

 

L-004-008

WSDOT is engaged in ongoing coordination with the transit agencies

and will continue this coordination through the duration of the project.

 

L-004-009

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project does

not propose any additional right of way needs east of I-405, and that

portion of the project only restripes existing lanes so that the HOV lane is

moved to the inside shoulder.

WSDOT will coordinate with Sound Transit as light rail design concepts

within the SR 520 corridor are advanced.

 

L-004-010

The information and modeling results in the Transportation Discipline

Report were based on the most current information at the time the No

Build assumptions were developed in early 2008, prior to modeling and
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analysis. WSDOT has reviewed the updates provided and determined

that they will not have a substantial effect on the findings.

 

L-004-011

The No Build assumptions and modeling were developed in early 2008

based on the planned and programmed actions in place at the

time. Tolling under Engrossed Substitute House Bill (ESHB) 2211 was

later authorized in April 2009 and is not included in the No Build, or

baseline, assumptions for this project. 

 

L-004-012

More specific effects on transit are described in Appendix Q,

Transportation Discipline Report, Chapter 10, and measures to address

the effects are discussed in Chapter 12. WSDOT is engaged in ongoing

coordination with the transit agencies and will continue this coordination

throughout construction. WSDOT will develop a Transportation

Management Plan (TMP) prior to construction. The TMP will contain

strategies for managing traffic operation, traffic control, and public

information for the project. This provision is included in the EA Chapter

6, Measures to Avoid, Minimize, or Mitigate Effects, under the

Transportation topic.  The Transportation topic in Chapter 6 also

identifies how construction effects on transit stations will be minimized

through construction techniques.

 

L-004-013

The year 2030 is the planning horizon identified by the Puget Sound

Regional Council's regional transportation study (Destination 2030),

which is used as the basis for traffic modeling on this project.

 

L-004-014

There are numerous instances within the discipline reports or technical

memoranda prepared for the project where compliance is identified with
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local land use plans and policies for alternative transportation options

such as transit. In an effort to minimize the size and bulk of the EA, the

reader is often referred to the supporting documents in the appendices

for additional detail.

 

L-004-015

Please refer to Exhibit 8-1 of Appendix Q, Transportation Discipline

Report, which displays transit facilities along SR 520. The general

description of construction-related project effects included in Chapter 5

of the EA discusses the potential effects to transit users.

 

L-004-016

Existing and future transit service and ridership/demand are described in

Appendix Q, Transportation Discipline Report, Chapter 8.

 

L-004-017

As described in on page 5-141 of the EA and in Appendix U, Indirect and

Cumulative Effects Technical Memorandum, no indirect effects of the

project on ecosystems were identified. WSDOT has worked to avoid and

minimize direct effects on ecosystems during the scoping and design of

this project, and any unavoidable direct effects will be mitigated as part

of the project. Project elements such as enhanced stormwater treatment

and improved fish passage will make a beneficial contribution to

ecosystem health along the SR 520 corridor, helping to reduce the

cumulative effects of past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future

development. 

The project is located in a highly urbanized area and is consistent with

local comprehensive plans and policies. As described in Appendix U,

analyses conducted by the Puget Sound Regional Council concluded

that regional growth will be incremental in nature, and will occur as in-fill
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in areas that are already urbanized; this development pattern is expected

to occur with or without construction of the project. 

 

L-004-018

The Federal Highway Administration and WSDOT have determined that

the effects to those resources are negligible and will be minimized by the

use of standard construction Best Management Practices (BMPs). The

BMPs referenced under Land Use and Social Elements are mentioned

on page 6-2 under "Ecosystems". 

 

L-004-019

Coordination with transit agencies is not considered a mitigation

element. However, WSDOT will coordinate with transit agencies on the

implementation of mitigation strategies relating to effects to transit during

construction. WSDOT will also develop a Transportation Management

Plan (TMP) that will include strategies for traffic control, transportation

operation, and public information during construction. The TMP is

referenced in Chapter 6 in the section describing mitigation for

transportation.
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L-005-001

The limits of this project are described in detail in Chapter 4 of the EA

and in Appendix F, including the distinction of the project area where

existing HOV lanes will be restriped to the inside shoulder.  Please see

page 2-4 of the EA for a description of how the project was developed

and how it relates to other planned projects in the corridor, including the

SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project. 

WSDOT began construction of the Westlake Sammamish Parkway to

SR 202 Project in 2007. This project will add HOV lanes on SR 520 from

Westlake Sammamish Parkway to SR 202, among other improvements.

This project is expected to be complete by early 2011. The SR 520,

Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project assumes that this

project is complete; therefore, only restriping will occur to bring the HOV

lanes from the outside to the inside shoulder.
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L-005-002

The exhibits on the pages referenced are meant to give the reader

a general understanding of how the transportation-related improvements

operate at major intersections, lids, and overpasses. HOV lanes,

pedestrian/bicycle facilities, and transit stops are noted on the exhibits

and in the legend. EA Chapter 5.7, Transportation, and the

Transportation Discipline Report provide more detail on how the various

transportation-related improvements function.

 

L-005-003

WSDOT will coordinate with King County Metro and local agencies on

project details as the project moves forward.

 

L-005-004

WSDOT established an area of potential effects (APE) in consultation

with the Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP)

and with interested Native American tribes. The APE was generally

limited to the footprint of the project for analysis of direct effects and

usually a city block beyond the right of way for indirect effects. DAHP

concurred with the APE for the project.  In addition, the confluence of the

Sammamish River with Bear Creek and the Marymoor Park area is

adjacent to that portion of the SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside

Transit and HOV Project where only restriping of the HOV lanes is

proposed and no right of way expansion will occur; therefore, no

archaeological investigations occurred in that area as part of this

project. 

 

L-005-005

The requested information is documented in Appendix Q, Transportation

Discipline Report, Chapters 5 and 8. The transit data contained in

Appendix Q was provided by King County Metro. WSDOT has been
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coordinating with King County Metro on an ongoing basis and will

continue to do so through design and construction.

 

L-005-006

Tolling is addressed in the EA under Chapter 1, Summary Section,  page

1-4.

Implementation of tolls is not included in the SR 520, Medina to SR 202:

Eastside Transit and HOV Project, which was evaluated as described in

the EA. However, tolling legislation was enacted by the Washington

State Legislature (ESHB 2211) in May 2009 for implementation as a

separate project. Refer to the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft Environmental

Impact Statement and the Lake Washington Congestion Management

Project for more information about tolling along the SR 520 corridor.

 

L-005-007

The Build Alternative analysis is independent of the SR 520, I-5 to

Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project. The results included in

the EA were reported to represent all effects of conditions within the

project limits for the SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and

HOV Project. The effects often extend beyond the project limits due to

typical traffic conditions such as queuing. Appendix Q, Transportation

Discipline Report, Chapters 4 and 5, describe the methodology and more

detailed information regarding analysis.

Implementation of tolls is not included in the SR 520, Medina to SR 202:

Eastside Transit and HOV Project, which was evaluated as described in

the EA. However, tolling legislation was enacted by the Washington

State Legislature (ESHB 2211) in May 2009 for implementation as a

separate project. Refer to the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft Environmental
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Impact Statement and the Lake Washington Congestion Management

Projects for more information about tolling along the SR 520 corridor.

 

L-005-008

The closure of the Montlake Freeway Station and tolling on SR 520 are

part of the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project

and would not be described as direct effects of the SR 520, Medina to

SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project.

 

L-005-009

WSDOT acknowledges that the direct access ramp will improve other

transit connections in addition to the nearby South Kirkland Park and

Ride.

 

L-005-010

WSDOT is coordinating with King County Metro to develop a strategy to

address the reported effects during construction, such as traffic delays,

congestion, and increased travel time to transit service. Coordination

between the agencies is ongoing and will continue through construction

to ensure adequate planning for closures and other construction

conditions that might affect transit.  Please see Appendix Q of the

EA, Transportation Discipline Report, for additional detail.

 

L-005-011

The reference to "Exhibit 6" refers to an exhibit included in Appendix

U, Indirect and Cumulative Effects Technical Memorandum. This

reference was included on page 5-137 of the EA by mistake.  The text on

page 5-137 has been corrected in the errata.

 

L-005-012

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project is

independent of any proposed improvements elsewhere along the SR
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520 corridor. The SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV

Project Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement addresses

cumulative effects associated with tolling and removal of the Montlake

freeway transit station. 

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project will

have a beneficial effect on transit and HOV operations by implementing

regional planned transportation improvements and improving traffic

conditions along the SR 520 corridor. For example, the project will result

in positive effects to transit service. The proposed closure of the

Montlake freeway station under the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project is likely to increase transfer activity at SR

520 freeway stops on the Eastside. The Eastside Transit and HOV

Project will benefit more users in the cumulative effects scenario by

providing improved transit access and transfer environment to people

who would previously have used the Montlake freeway station.

 

L-005-013

Implementation of tolls is not included in the SR 520, Medina to SR 202:

Eastside Transit and HOV Project, which was evaluated as described in

the EA. However, tolling legislation was enacted by the Washington

State Legislature (ESHB 2211) in May 2009 for implementation as a

separate project. Refer to the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft Environmental

Impact Statement and the Lake Washington Congestion Management

Project for more information about tolling along the SR 520 corridor.

 

L-005-014

WSDOT is engaged in ongoing coordination with the transit agencies

regarding construction effects. This coordination will continue throughout

construction.
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L-005-015

The effect described in the original comment is a result of closure of the

Montlake freeway station, a separate action associated with the SR 520,

I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project. Therefore,

mitigation for the effect is not described in the SR 520, Medina to SR

202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project EA.

Pages 6-8 and 6-9 of the SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit

and HOV Project EA describe construction requirements that will be in

place to minimize effects during construction. Page 10-15 of the

Transportation Discipline Report also describes specific measures for

transit effects of this project. Attachment 4 of the Finding of No

Significant Impact (FONSI) also includes a Mitigation Commitment List.

 

L-005-016

As the design process evolves, WSDOT will continue to work with the

transit agencies on design considerations (e.g., ITS/Transit Station

Design). The project will be designed with several priorities in mind to

meet the need for the project, including supporting transit demand and

planned service improvements.

 

L-005-017

For safety reasons, the HOV lanes will remain on the inside shoulder in

this area to maintain a continuous HOV lane throughout the SR

520 corridor. Future direct-connect access ramps on SR 520 are not

currently planned for the area east of I-405.

 

L-005-018

Thank you for your comment.
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L-006-001

Thank you for your comment.

 

L-006-002

Construction improvements between 108th Avenue NE and NE 24th

Street are outside of the scope of the project.  The nonmotorized

facilities that are proposed by the project have been designed to be

consistent with known planning efforts for nonmotorized facilities and will

provide for regional and local access to existing and future trail systems

within the project construction limits.  The proposed project

improvements provide flexibility for future nonmotorized facility designs

in the I-405/SR 520 interchange area. 

WSDOT will continue to coordinate and partner with local jurisdictions,

separately from this project, to identify and evaluate local nonmotorized

facility plans between 108th Avenue NE and NE 24th Street.

 

L-006-003

WSDOT will follow local agency design guidelines for the design of

intersections, including crosswalk requirements.

 

L-006-004

Pedestrians and bicyclists will need to dismount and use the designated

crossing areas to access the regional path when coming from westbound

Northup Way. This provides connectivity to designated bicycle routes as

indicated by local plans.
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L-006-005

WSDOT will follow local agency design guidelines for determining

bicycle lane designs on local streets.

 

L-006-006

The analysis must represent the independent effects of the project

relative to known conditions. The transportation analysis commenced in

early 2008 with development of No Build Alternative assumptions and

modeling based on the assumptions. With respect to independent future

projects, only planned and programmed improvements are included in

the No Build Alternative assumptions and the analysis of direct effects

(referred to as the detailed traffic analysis).

Implementation of tolls is not included in the SR 520, Medina to SR 202:

Eastside Transit and HOV Project, which was evaluated as described in

the EA. However, tolling legislation was enacted by the Washington

State Legislature (ESHB 2211) in May 2009 for implementation as a

separate project.  Refer to the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft Environmental

Impact Statement and the Lake Washington Congestion Management

Project for more information about tolling along the SR 520 corridor.

 

L-006-007

WSDOT will coordinate with local jurisdictions on design details.

 

L-006-008

The EA does acknowledge impacts related to construction. To minimize

those impacts, WSDOT has committed to developing a Transportation

Management Plan (TMP). The TMP will address transportation

operation, traffic control, and public information related to construction

activities.
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B-001-001

Thank you for your comment.

 

B-001-002

Thank you for your comment.

 

B-001-003

Thank you for your comment.

 

B-001-004

Thank you for your comment.
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B-002-001

The project description on page 4-21 of the EA does acknowledge utility

relocation as part of initial construction planning. WSDOT is aware of the

potential need to relocate utilities and continues to work with all utility

providers, including PSE, to identify conflicts and coordinate the

resolution to any conflicts.

 

B-002-002

Per the SEPA register notice on December 3, 2009, WSDOT has issued

a Determination of Non-Significance (DNS) and notice of adoption

pursuant to WAC 197-11-340(2).

Utility relocations required as part of the proposal have been considered

in development of the EA.  Page 4-21 describes utility relocations

occurring during the first phase of construction.  Pages 6-8 also describe

the consolidated utility plan WSDOT intends to prepare to avoid or

minimize any potential effects. Utility conflicts are also described in more

detail in Appendix P, Social Elements Technical Memorandum.

 

B-002-003

As the design progresses, WSDOT will continue to coordinate with PSE

to identify and resolve potential utility conflicts.

 

B-002-004

Comment acknowledged. WSDOT will continue to coordinate with

PSE during the utility relocation process.
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B-003-001

Thank you for your comment.
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B-003-002

The Washington State Patrol is responsible for HOV enforcement along

the SR 520 corridor. WSDOT will coordinate with local and state law

enforcement agencies as the project moves forward.

 

B-003-003

WSDOT will continue to work with Sound Transit, King County Metro,

and private transit systems as the project moves forward.
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I-001-001

Thank you for your comment.

 

I-001-002

The portion of the regional pedestrian/bicycle path that is within the

project area will be constructed per applicable design standards to

improve connectivity for nonmotorized users, as described in the EA.

The Project has also engaged the transit agencies on design issues,

such as criteria for station design and HOV improvements.

 

I-001-003

Implementation of tolls is not included in the SR 520, Medina to SR 202:

Eastside Transit and HOV Project, which was evaluated as described in

the EA. However, tolling legislation was enacted by the Washington

State Legislature (ESHB 2211) in May 2009 for implementation as a

separate project. Refer to the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft Environmental

Impact Statement and to the Lake Washington Congestion Management

Project for more information about tolling along the SR 520 corridor.
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I-001-004

As stated in Chapter 4 of the EA, the project will likely be constructed in

phases as funding becomes available. The level of funding received will

determine the specific phasing approach.
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I-002-001

Thank you for your comment.
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I-003-001

The proposed project improvements will require removal of the

pedestrian trail and covered bridge. The new Points Loop Trail

alignment will shift the trail approximately 70 feet to the north, where the

trail will be reconstructed and will cross over the culvert outlet of

Fairweather Creek. A separate regional bike path will cross over the new

trail on a new longer bridge located about 15 feet above the Points Loop

Trail. WSDOT continues to coordinate with the Town of Hunts Point on

the proposed improvements and will discuss retention of the covered

bridge for other purposes within the park if desired by the Town.
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I-004-001

WSDOT has designed the project to minimize effects to the greatest

extent possible. The location of the stormwater detention pond was

chosen, in part, to avoid valuable habitats such as wetlands and

streams. The vegetation in the area of the proposed stormwater

detention pond is categorized as "urban matrix," which generally

provides limited wildlife habitat; however, WSDOT acknowledges that

some trees will be removed.
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I-005-001

WSDOT strives to minimize earth disturbance and tree removal to the

greatest extent possible. As soon as the level of construction activity in

the immediate vicinity allows WSDOT to safely do so, WSDOT will

realign and reconnect areas of the pedestrian path affected by roadway

improvements. WSDOT is proposing to affect only a small portion of

Fairweather Park in the southwest corner to provide a new park entrance

and connection to the new lid at Evergreen Point Road.
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I-006-001

Federal code authorizes each state to establish an HOV policy and

requires a 2-person minimum vehicle occupancy for HOV

lanes. Guidance from the Federal Highway Administration advises states

to set an occupancy requirement tied to the performance of the lane;

some states have established 3-person occupancy requirements where

congestion has affected HOV lane performance. WSDOT policy requires

that speeds in HOV lanes remain at 45 mph or greater, 90% of the

time. Traffic modeling completed for the project forecasts that future

congestion and increased demand for the HOV lanes will require 3-

person occupancy to meet this performance standard. Therefore,

analysts assumed 3-person carpools in the project evaluation.
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I-007-001

Thank you for your comment.

 

I-007-002

Thank you for your comment.

 

I-007-003

WSDOT continues to work with transit providers (King County Metro and

Sound Transit) to ensure the Eastside Transit and HOV Project does not

preclude the future development of transit by those agencies along the

SR 520 corridor.  Please visit Sound Transit's Web site for more

information on current and future plans for implementing light rail:

http://www.soundtransit.org/.
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I-008-001

Thank you for your comment.
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I-008-002

Thank you for your comment.

 

I-008-003

WSDOT continues to work with transit providers (King County Metro and

Sound Transit) to ensure the Eastside Transit and HOV Project does not

preclude the future development of transit by those agencies along the

SR 520 corridor.  Please visit Sound Transit's Web site for more

information on current and future plans for implementing light rail:

http://www.soundtransit.org/.
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I-009-001

The Points Loop Trail and the regional bicycle/pedestrian path are

separated along most of the alignment, except for a short portion near

84th Avenue NE. Pages 7-7 and 7-9 of Appendix Q, Transportation

Discipline Report, describe the design goals and the user environment

for the paths.

In the vicinity of Fairweather Creek, the Points Loop Trail has been

designed to provide local access and serve local communities.  The

regional bicycle/pedestrian path is intended for commuter use and will be

separated and signed to reduce conflicts for users.  It is anticipated that

the design will improve sight lines for both the Points Loop Trail and the

regional path. 
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I-010-001

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project is

independent of any proposed improvements elsewhere along the SR

520 corridor. The study area for the environmental assessment extends

from Medina to Redmond along SR 520.

WSDOT is currently conducting a separate study for

improvements along the SR 520 corridor from I-5 to Medina. The SR

520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental

Draft Environmental Impact Statement was released in January 2010

with an opportunity for public comment. Your comment was shared with

the team conducting the study.

 

I-010-002

WSDOT has engaged the transit agencies to determine criteria for

station design. The project team did not evaluate shared use of the

transit right of way by light rail and buses. Further study by appropriate

agencies will be required to determine how shared use of buses and light

rail could be implemented along the SR 520 corridor. 

 

I-010-003

Implementation and operation of light rail are managed by Sound

Transit. Sound Transit is currently preparing a Final Environmental

Impact Statement for its East Link Project, which includes the area you

mention.
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I-011-001

A primary purpose of the project is to provide improved travel times

for transit and HOV riders between Medina and Redmond on SR

520. Currently-proposed lane configurations provide adequate capacity

to achieve the intended purpose.

WSDOT is conducting a separate study for improvements along the SR

520 corridor from I-5 to Medina. The SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft Environmental

Impact Statement was released in January 2010 with an opportunity for

public comment. Your comment was shared with the team conducting

the study.
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I-012-001

The noise analysis for this project encompassed an area from

approximately Evergreen Point Road to approximately 108th Avenue

NE. Proposed noise wall locations and heights are based on this

analysis. The existing wall you describe was not analyzed because it is

located within the area of restriping and is therefore exempt from a noise

analysis as part of this project. 

Quieter pavement is currently undergoing experimental testing by

WSDOT and is not yet approved by the Federal Highway Administration

as a noise mitigation measure. Final test results are not currently

available; therefore, the use of quieter pavement was not assumed for

this project.

 

I-012-002

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project is

independent of any proposed improvements elsewhere along the SR

520 corridor. The study area for the environmental assessment extends

from Medina to Redmond along SR 520.

WSDOT is currently conducting a separate study for

improvements along the SR 520 corridor from I-5 to Medina. The SR

520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental

Draft Environmental Impact Statement was released in January 2010

with an opportunity for public comment. Your comment was shared with

the team conducting the study.
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I-013-001

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project is

independent of any proposed improvements elsewhere along the SR

520 corridor. The study area for the environmental assessment extends

from Medina to Redmond along SR 520.

WSDOT is currently conducting a separate study for improvements

along the SR 520 corridor from I-5 to Medina. The SR 520, I-5 to

Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft

Environmental Impact Statement was released in January 2010 with an

opportunity for public comment. Your comment was shared with the

team conducting the study.
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I-014-001

Thank you for your comment.

 

I-014-002

HOV direct access to the east was considered during the planning

process for the 108th Avenue NE interchange. WSDOT determined that

a direct access connection to the east would not be feasible as part of

this project because it would require expansion of the I-405

interchange. This could be considered in future planning efforts in

coordination with the I-405 master plan.

Planning for the interchange was coordinated with the transit agencies. A

median transit station at this location was not supported by the transit

agencies because it would not provide a substantially increased benefit

to the transit system for the cost and expansion that would be required.

 

I-014-003

Other than restriping, the roadway improvements implemented under

this project do not include portions of the freeway east of 108th Avenue

NE. This suggestion could be evaluated in a future planning effort.

 

I-014-004

Construction under this project is limited to SR 520 between Evergreen

Point Road and 108th Avenue NE. Between 108th Avenue NE and SR

202, the eastbound and westbound lanes will be restriped to shift the

HOV lane from the outside lane to the inside lane to match the

constructed improvements. There are no planned improvements for

transit stops at 148th Avenue NE under this project; however, this project

does not preclude future plans for that area. WSDOT will continue to

coordinate with transit providers, such as Sound Transit and King County

Metro, on project details as the design progresses.
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I-015-001

This is correct. Thank you for your comment.

 

I-015-002

WSDOT is required by federal and state regulations to evaluate the

effects of projects on the natural and built environments. Therefore,

the EA contains a wide range of evaluations including effects related to

traffic. The project is an incremental part of the overall transportation

system improvements that affect the region's economic, natural, and

social environments. 

The Build Alternative will improve many of today's substandard

conditions along the SR 520 corridor and relocate the HOV traffic to the

inside lanes. These improvements will benefit general-purpose traffic in

addition to HOV traffic. During the peak PM commute, general-purpose

traffic will experience an improvement of up to 10 minutes eastbound

and 12 minutes westbound when compared with the No Build

Alternative.

Wider shoulders improve safety and operations by providing space for

errant vehicles to correct and for stalled vehicles to park outside the

travel lanes. Such incidents contribute to roughly 25% of congestion

nationwide according to data from the Federal Highway

Administration. Moving the HOV lane to the inside of the corridor will

reduce points of conflict (crossing of travel paths due to lane

changes) between carpools, slow accelerating buses, and general-

purpose traffic, especially near on/off ramps. Each lane-change conflict

contributes to total travel delay on the roadway, so reduced conflict

reduces overall delay. Improving on/off ramps and the HOV lane

termination will provide smoother transitions for merging and exiting

vehicles, which will minimize slowing effects to traffic approaching in the

through lanes. The improved merge points and improved connections to

local streets will better serve traffic on the ramps at the 84th, 92nd, and
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Bellevue Way NE interchanges. This will improve circulation to and

from local streets.
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I-016-001

Light rail is not considered a part of this project; however, the project as

proposed does not preclude other transit options, including light

rail. Sound Transit is working with WSDOT on a separate study to

evaluate approaches to implementing light rail as a regional system.

 

I-016-002

The purpose and need for the project is based on projected regional

growth trends and future demand for transit. Regional traffic modeling

completed in previous studies demonstrates that additional general-

purpose capacity will not substantially improve travel times on SR 520

due to congestion on I-5 and I-405.
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I-017-001

Thank you for your comment.
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I-018-001

Implementation of tolls is not included in the SR 520, Medina to SR 202:

Eastside Transit and HOV Project, which was evaluated as described in

the EA. However, tolling legislation was enacted by the Washington

State Legislature (ESHB 2211) in May 2009 for implementation as a

separate project. Refer to the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft Environmental

Impact Statement and the Lake Washington Congestion Management

Project for more information about tolling along the SR 520 corridor.
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I-019-001

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project is

designed to minimize effects on the local neighborhoods. The design

incorporates both Context Sensitive Solutions to improve aesthetics

and input from local communities.

The project is independent of any proposed improvements

elsewhere along the SR 520 corridor.  The study area for the

environmental assessment extends from Medina to Redmond along SR

520.

WSDOT is currently conducting a separate study for improvements

along the SR 520 corridor from I-5 to Medina. The SR 520, I-5 to

Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft

Environmental Impact Statement was released in January 2010 with an

opportunity for public comment. Your comment was shared with the

team conducting the study.
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I-020-001

No data are available to identify the users of the park and ride facility,

nor does WSDOT monitor this activity. Removing the park and ride

would not support the goal of the project to improve transit and HOV

access and mobility along the SR 520 corridor.

For Evergreen Point Road in Medina, WSDOT proposes a lid that will

include a bus transit stop to the east of the lid, improvements to a park

and ride lot with passenger drop-off at the south edge of a transit plaza,

a defined area for a Lake Washington scenic overlook, and a new

entrance to Fairweather Park. The project and the improvements to the

Evergreen Point Road vicinity have been designed with several priorities

in mind to meet the need for the project, including the following:

Improving transit, carpool, and HOV travel times.•

Enhancing travel time reliability, mobility, and access for transit and

HOVs.

•

Supporting transit demand and planned service improvements.•

Improving traffic safety along the SR 520 corridor.•

Improving transit reliability and safety along the SR 520 corridor by

shifting the HOV lanes to the inside of the freeway and providing

direct access to these lanes at key interchanges.

•

 

I-020-002

The improved park and ride lot will be monitored by transit agencies, and

local jurisdictions will continue to provide law enforcement services. 
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I-021-001

The Build Alternative will improve many of today's substandard

conditions along the SR 520 corridor and relocate the HOV traffic to the

inside lanes of the freeway. These improvements will benefit general-

purpose traffic in addition to HOV traffic. Wider shoulders improve safety

and operations by providing space for errant vehicles to correct and

for stalled vehicles to park outside the travel lanes. Such

incidents contribute to roughly 25% of congestion nationwide according

to data from the Federal Highway Administration. Moving the HOV

lane to the inside of the freeway will reduce points of conflict (crossing of

travel paths due to lane changes) between carpools, slow accelerating

buses, and general-purpose traffic, especially near on/off ramps. Each

lane-change conflict contributes to total travel delay on the roadway, so

reduced conflict reduces overall delay.  Improving on/off ramps, and the

HOV lane termination will provide smoother transitions for merging and

exiting vehicles, which minimizes slowing effects to traffic approaching in

the through lanes. The improved merge points and improved

connections to local streets will better serve traffic on the ramps at the

84th, 92nd, and Bellevue Way NE interchanges. This will improve

circulation to and from local streets. 

Total construction cost for the project is estimated to be $776 million in

2012 dollars. The project includes not only improvements to transit and

carpool travel times, but also improvements to stormwater treatment, fish

passage, community cohesion, safety, and noise abatement.
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I-022-001

The Build Alternative will improve many of today's substandard

conditions along the SR 520 corridor and relocate the HOV traffic to the

inside lanes of the freeway. These improvements will benefit general-

purpose traffic in addition to HOV traffic. Wider shoulders improve safety

and operations by providing space for errant vehicles to correct and

for stalled vehicles to park outside the travel lanes. Such

incidents contribute to roughly 25% of congestion nationwide according

to data from the Federal Highway Administration. Moving the HOV

lane to the inside of the freeway will reduce points of conflict (crossing of

travel paths due to lane changes) between carpools, slow accelerating

buses, and general-purpose traffic, especially near on/off ramps. Each

lane-change conflict contributes to total travel delay on the roadway, so

reduced conflict reduces overall delay. Improving on/off ramps and the

HOV lane termination will provide smoother transitions for merging and

exiting vehicles, which minimizes slowing effects to traffic approaching in

the through lanes. The improved merge points and improved

connections to local streets will better serve traffic on the ramps at the

84th, 92nd, and Bellevue Way NE interchanges. This will improve

circulation to and from local streets. 

Total construction cost for the project is estimated to be $776 million in

2012 dollars.  The project includes not only improvements to transit and

carpool travel times, but also improvements to stormwater treatment, fish

passage, community cohesion, safety, and noise abatement.
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I-023-001

The noise wall design near the Hunts Point Lane Tennis courts begins at

12 feet at the 84 Avenue NE Lid. The initial 12-foot high section of the

wall would extend approximately 20 feet from the lid before increasing to

14 feet. The 14-foot high section would be approximately 130 feet long

and prior to reaching the area near the tennis courts would increase to

16 feet. Therefore, the wall height along the tennis courts and the

residences east of the courts would be 16 feet. Because the roadway

elevation (and base of noise wall) is approximately 8 to 14 feet above the

modeled elevation of the neighborhood (5 feet above ground level) in

this area, the effective wall height is actually higher than the 16 foot in

terms of the noise reduction characteristics. That is, the top-of-wall

elevation would be approximately 24 to 30 feet above the modeled

neighborhood elevation. This evaluation was based on WSDOT’s

feasibility and reasonableness criteria.

 

I-023-002

The noise wall design was performed based on several factors that are

unique to the areas they are designed to benefit. The noise walls are

designed to meet WSDOT's feasibility and reasonableness criteria.

Feasibility deals primarily with engineering considerations, such as

whether substantial noise level reductions can be achieved or whether

there would be a negative effect on property access.  Reasonableness

assesses the practicality of the abatement measure given a number of

factors.  Such factors include cost, amount of noise reduction, number of

receptors receiving a benefit, and future traffic noise levels. The noise

wall in this area would achieve a 7 to 10 dBA noise reduction. This

amount of noise reduction exceeds the WSDOT requirement for noise

reduction. The noise wall along the south side of SR 520 was similarly

designed to mitigate traffic noise levels for that neighborhood and would

also be 16 feet high. Traffic noise reflections can occur between two

parallel barriers and those effects have been evaluated for this project

based on FHWA procedures.
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The potential traffic noise level increase within this residential area due

to the "parallel barrier effect" is anticipated to be less than 1 dBA.

Assuming the effectiveness of the noise walls was degraded by 1 dBA,

the noise wall would still achievethe minimum WSDOT requirement for

noise mitigation. 

The noise wall about one mile east on the south side of SR 520 was

designed to mitigate traffic noise levels for residences that are situated

above the grade of SR 520. The noise wall extends to the commercial

office buildings because the extra length was required to adequately

mitigate the noise levels at the residences and was not designed to

mitigate the commercial office buildings. As noted above, the height of

the noise walls depends on the area topography. Higher noise walls are

required where the residential areas are located above the grade of SR

520; lower wall heights are effective where residences are located below

the grade of SR 520.

 

I-023-003

As discussed with you previously, WSDOT will minimize visual effects at

your property by replanting vegetation in exposed areas where

practicable and replacing an existing fence.

 

I-023-004

WSDOT met with you regarding your concerns. WSDOT will continue

coordinating with you as needed.

 

I-023-005

WSDOT met with you regarding your concerns. WSDOT will continue to

coordinate with you as needed.
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I-024-001

Thank you for your comment.

 

I-024-002

Construction improvements between 108th Avenue NE and NE 24th

Street are outside of the scope of the project.  The nonmotorized

facilities that are proposed by the project have been designed to be

consistent with known planning efforts for nonmotorized facilities and will

provide for regional and local access to existing and future trail systems

within the project construction limits.  The proposed project

improvements provide flexibility for future nonmotorized facility designs

in the I-405/SR 520 interchange area. 

WSDOT will continue to coordinate and partner with local jurisdictions,

separately from this project, to identify and evaluate local nonmotorized

facility plans between 108th Avenue NE and NE 24th Street.
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I-025-001

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project is

independent of any proposed improvements elsewhere along the SR

520 corridor. The study area for the environmental assessment extends

from Medina to Redmond along SR 520.

WSDOT is currently conducting a separate study for

improvements along the SR 520 corridor from I-5 to Medina. The SR

520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental

Draft Environmental Impact Statement was released in January 2010

with an opportunity for public comment. Your comment was shared with

the team conducting the study.

 

SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project

Attachment 5: Comments and Responses May 2010



Page 118

I-026-001

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project is

independent of any proposed improvements elsewhere along the SR

520 corridor. The study area for the environmental assessment extends

from Medina to Redmond along SR 520.

WSDOT is currently conducting a separate study for

improvements along the SR 520 corridor from I-5 to Medina. The SR

520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental

Draft Environmental Impact Statement was released in January 2010

with an opportunity for public comment. Your comment was shared with

the team conducting the study.
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I-027-001

Early in the development of this project, WSDOT committed to installing

noise walls as mitigation to reduce noise levels to below the noise

abatement criteria. The project team conducted a detailed analysis to

determine the appropriate location and extent of noise walls to be

incorporated into the project. Noise sensitive areas, such as the parks

along SR 520, the Points Loop Trail, and the SR 520 bike and pedestrian

path were considered in this analysis.

 

SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project

Attachment 5: Comments and Responses May 2010



Page 120

I-028-001

Coordination will occur with school officials before and during

construction to address potential impacts. To limit construction noise at

nearby receptors, WSDOT will incorporate best management practices

(BMPs). Please refer to the EA and the Noise subsection in Chapter 6

(Measures to Avoid, Minimize, or Mitigate Effects). WSDOT will also

develop a Transportation Management Plan (TMP) prior to construction.

The TMP may contain strategies for managing traffic operation, traffic

control, and public information for the project.

WSDOT has determined that the project could be constructed in five

stages. Currently, Stage 1 assumes that free-standing noise walls as

well as retaining walls will be constructed.  If fully funded, it is anticipated

that the project could begin as early as late 2010, with major construction

beginning in the spring of 2011.
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I-029-001

Thank you for your comment. If fully funded, it is anticipated that the

project could begin as early as late 2010 and major construction could

begin by the spring of 2011.
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I-030-001

Thank you for your comment.
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I-031-001

Implementation of tolls is not included in the SR 520, Medina to SR 202:

Eastside Transit and HOV Project, which was evaluated as described in

the EA. However, tolling legislation was enacted by the Washington

State Legislature (ESHB 2211) in May 2009 for implementation as a

separate project. Refer to the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft Environmental

Impact Statement and the Lake Washington Congestion Management

Project for more information about tolling along the SR 520 corridor.

 

I-031-002

A tolling implementation committee was named by the Washington State

Legislature in March 2008. The 520 Tolling Implementation Committee

spent much of 2008 engaging community members and local leaders in

the question: How can tolls work for people who use 520, nearby

communities, and taxpayers? The committee submitted its findings to the

Legislature and the Governor on January 28, 2009. Future 520 tolling

decisions will be made by the Legislature; however, you can contact the

520 Tolling Implementation Committee to ask questions about tolling

options on the Evergreen Point Bridge. The committee's Web site can be

accessed at http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Partners/Build520/index.htm.  A

citizen advisory council to monitor cost overruns is not planned for this

project. 

 

I-031-003

Views to and from Evergreen Point Road will be maintained. The rebuilt

roadway will remain in its current location.
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I-032-001

WSDOT fully intends to build the project as currently proposed, including

the construction of noise walls and lids.

 

I-032-002

Construction of the SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and

HOV Project has not yet started. Prior to construction, WSDOT will

develop a Transportation Management Plan (TMP). The TMP will

contain strategies for managing traffic operation, traffic control, public

information, and safety for the project. The TMP will address Evergreen

Point Road and other local streets.  Neighborhood meetings may also be

scheduled to keep residents informed of any activities before and during

construction. WSDOT will also incorporate best management practices

(BMPs) to limit construction noise.
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I-033-001

Your comment has been noted about the Build Alternative's proposed

nonmotorized facilities (Points Loop Trail and extension). Activities

proposed under the Build Alternative were evaluated for their potential

effects on the natural environment (i.e., wetlands), and appropriate

permits will be obtained prior to construction.
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I-034-001

Construction improvements between 108th Avenue NE and NE 24th

Street are outside of the scope of the project.  The nonmotorized

facilities that are proposed by the project have been designed to be

consistent with known planning efforts for nonmotorized facilities and will

provide for regional and local access to existing and future trail systems

within the project construction limits.  The proposed project

improvements provide flexibility for future nonmotorized facility designs

in the I-405/SR 520 interchange area. 

WSDOT will continue to coordinate and partner with local jurisdictions,

separately from this project, to identify and evaluate local nonmotorized

facility plans between 108th Avenue NE and NE 24th Street.

 

I-034-002

The project will reconstruct the Evergreen Point transit station and park

and ride lot with improved access between the two. It is currently

assumed that 10 to 15 additional parking stalls may be added.
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I-035-001

Construction improvements between 108th Avenue NE and NE 24th

Street are outside of the scope of the project.  The nonmotorized

facilities that are proposed by the project have been designed to be

consistent with known planning efforts for nonmotorized facilities and will

provide for regional and local access to existing and future trail systems

within the project construction limits.  The proposed project

improvements provide flexibility for future nonmotorized facility designs

in the I-405/SR 520 interchange area. 

WSDOT will continue to coordinate and partner with local jurisdictions,

separately from this project, to identify and evaluate local trail plans

between 108th Avenue NE and NE 24th Street. 
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I-036-001

Your comment refers to the location of turn lanes at the intersection of

84th Avenue NE and the westbound SR 520 on-ramp, rather than the

location of HOV lanes.  A northbound left-turn lane onto the ramp is

proposed, and carpools will have the option of making a left turn onto the

ramp from the northbound through lane, bypassing other vehicles in the

left-turn lane.

WSDOT understands that the Medina Circle residents are concerned

about queuing from the left-turn lane extending south and blocking

access to/from their neighborhood. These residents proposed restricting

the left-turning vehicles to the right lane of 84th Avenue NE and allowing

a queue bypass for carpools in the left lane. This configuration would

block the through lane on 84th Avenue NE; therefore, access to Hunts

Point would be blocked. This issue was reviewed by WSDOT and

discussed with the mayors of the affected communities during

coordination meetings. Through those coordination efforts, it was agreed

that the northbound left-turn lane would remain on the left side of 84th

Avenue NE as proposed.WSDOT will continue to work with the City of

Medina through the design process to address concerns about traffic on

84th Avenue NE.

WSDOT will also work with the City to develop access management

measures to and from the Medina Circle neighborhood, that will fit within

the scope of the SR 520, Medina to SR 202:  Eastside Transit and HOV

Project.
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I-037-001

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project is

independent of any proposed improvements elsewhere along the SR

520 corridor. The study area for the environmental assessment extends

from Medina to Redmond along SR 520.

WSDOT is currently conducting a separate study for improvements

along the SR 520 corridor from I-5 to Medina. The SR 520, I-5 to

Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft

Environmental Impact Statement was released in January 2010 with an

opportunity for public comment. Your comment was shared with the

team conducting the study.

 

I-037-002

The Evergreen Point Bridge is planned under a separate project: the SR

520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project. Chapter 5 of

Appendix Q, Transportation Discipline Report, describes the expected

freeway operations for this project. The HOV lane will serve

approximately one-third of the people traveling on SR 520.

 

I-037-003

Comment noted. The Evergreen Point Bridge is planned under a

separate project: the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and

HOV Project.

 

I-037-004

The transportation modeling and analysis included all other roadway and

transit improvements that are expected to be complete by 2030. It also

included the effects of population and employment growth that are

anticipated by 2030 based on regional long-range plans. This method

allowed the project to be evaluated as part of the regional transportation

system that is anticipated for the future. As described in the
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Transportation Discipline Report, Chapter 5, future congestion on other

roadways such as I-405 will limit the volume of traffic that can access the

SR 520 corridor.
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I-038-001

Thank you for your comment.
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I-039-001

WSDOT has recently discussed with you your concerns related to

easements, access, and the proposed design.

 

I-039-002

WSDOT apologizes for not previously responding to you in a timely

manner. WSDOT no longer has plans to modify or restrict access to your

property as part of this project. This information has been updated in the

errata on Exhibit 5-19. 
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I-039-003

Plate 1 of Exhibit 4-1 of the EA shows a biofiltration swale for stormwater

treatment under the existing east approach to the Evergreen Point

Bridge. This is only a conceptual design at this time. The swale will be

contained completely on WSDOT property and will not alter access to or

use of your property.

 

I-039-004

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project is not

proposing to build a maintenance facility or dock as part of this project,

nor is this referenced in the EA. However, the SR 520, I-5 to Medina:

Bridge Replacement and HOV Project has evaluated a bridge

maintenance facility and dock with driveway access from the north side

of the highway, as described in the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft Environmental

Impact Statement released in January 2010. The public comment period

for this document ended April 15, 2010; your concerns have been shared

with that project team.

 

I-039-005

WSDOT is no longer seeking an easement for your property. Exhibit 5-

19 has been updated in the errata to show the currently-proposed

acquisitions.

 

I-039-006

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project EA

does disclose all potential effects within the study area. Exhibit 5-19 has

been updated in the errata to clarify that no permanent easement is

needed across your property.
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I-040-001

WSDOT has recently discussed with you your concerns related to

easements, access, and the proposed design.

 

I-040-002

WSDOT apologizes for not previously responding to you in a timely

manner. WSDOT no longer has plans to modify or restrict access to your

property as part of this project. This information has been updated in the

errata on Exhibit 5-19. 
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I-040-003

Plate 1 of Exhibit 4-1 of the EA shows a biofiltration swale for stormwater

treatment under the existing east approach to the Evergreen Point

Bridge. This is only a conceptual design at this time. The swale will be

contained completely on WSDOT property and will not alter access to or

use of your property.

 

I-040-004

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project is not

proposing to build a maintenance facility or dock as part of this project,

nor is this referenced in the EA. However, the SR 520, I-5 to

Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project has evaluated a bridge

maintenance facility and dock with driveway access from the north side

of the highway in the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and

HOV Project Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement

released in January 2010. The public comment period for this document

ended April 15, 2010; your concerns have been shared with that project

team.

 

I-040-005

WSDOT is no longer seeking an easement for your property. Exhibit 5-

19 has been updated in the errata to show the currently-proposed

acquisitions.

 

I-040-006

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project EA

does disclose all potential effects within the study area. Exhibit 5-19 has

been updated in the errata to clarify that no permanent easement is

needed across your property.
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I-041-001

Reconstruction of the Evergreen Point Bridge and nonmotorized path are

included in a separate project, the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project. The project evaluated as described in

this EA will construct the segment of the SR 520 path between Medina

and 108th Avenue NE in Bellevue. The path is intended to connect

directly to the future segment along the bridge. Within the study area for

the EA, the trail is designed to connect to the existing nonmotorized

facilities and be compatible with local jurisdictions' pedestrian and bicycle

plans. WSDOT is coordinating with the City of Bellevue regarding

connection at the terminus of the proposed segment of the SR 520 path

at 108th Avenue NE.
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I-042-001

Implementation of tolls is not included in the SR 520, Medina to SR 202:

Eastside Transit and HOV Project, which was evaluated as described in

the EA. However, tolling legislation was enacted by the Washington

State Legislature (ESHB 2211) in May 2009 for implementation as a

separate project. Refer to the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft Environmental

Impact Statement and the Lake Washington Congestion Management

Project for more information about tolling along the SR 520 corridor.

 

I-042-002

The project will improve traffic operations in the area you describe,

particularly at on- and off-ramps and in the HOV lanes. This is expected

to alleviate some congestion on SR 520 and improve local street

circulation, as described in the Transportation Discipline Report. In

addition, the project is expected to have a low overall potential for mobile

source air toxic (MSAT) emissions. The project meets conformity

requirements in 40 CFR Parts 51 and 93. Any air quality effects related

to project construction will be temporary.

 

I-042-003

High-occupancy toll (HOT) lanes are not under consideration for this

project; however, the project does not preclude future traffic

management measures as suggested. The new high-occupancy vehicle

(HOV) lanes are not grade-separated from other lanes on the roadway.

Enforcement of HOV lane policies is recommended in the EA and is the

responsibility of the law enforcement jurisdiction in which the roadway is

located.
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I-043-001

Key elements of the project are improved transit stations and HOV

facilities. These facilities will make it easier for people to use transit and

substantially increase the travel time benefits for people who choose to

travel by alternatives to single-occupancy vehicles, such as buses and

carpools. The project will improve operations for general-purpose

vehicles, but will not increase the basic capacity for general-purpose

(single-occupancy) traffic. The project is designed to accommodate the

width of future light rail without requiring reconstruction of bridges or

underpasses between Evergreen Point Road and 108th Avenue NE.

Construction improvements at the Overlake Transit Center are not

included as part of this project.
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I-044-001

Thank you for your comment.

 

I-044-002

Bike activated turn lanes were not evaluated as part of the SR 520,

Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project. However, WSDOT

will continue to work with local jurisdictions on the design of local streets

as the project advances.

 

I-044-003

Construction improvements between 108th Avenue NE and NE 24th

Street are outside of the scope of the project.  The nonmotorized

facilities that are proposed by the project have been designed to be

consistent with known planning efforts for nonmotorized facilities and will

provide for regional and local access to existing and future trail systems

within the project construction limits.  The proposed project

improvements provide flexibility for future nonmotorized facility designs

in the I-405/SR 520 interchange area.

WSDOT will continue to coordinate and partner with local jurisdictions,

separately from this project, to identify and evaluate local nonmotorized

facility plans between 108th Avenue NE and NE 24th Street.

 

I-044-004

Thank you for your comment.
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I-045-001

Thank you for your comment.

 

I-045-002

Construction improvements between 108th Avenue NE and NE 24th

Street are outside of the scope of the project.  The nonmotorized

facilities that are proposed by the project have been designed to be

consistent with known planning efforts for nonmotorized facilities and will

provide for regional and local access to existing and future trail systems

within the project construction limits.  The proposed  project

improvements provide flexibility for future non-motorized facility designs

in the I-405/SR 520 interchange area. 

WSDOT will continue to coordinate and partner with local jurisdictions,

separately from this project, to identify and evaluate local nonmotorized

facility plans between 108th Avenue NE and NE 24th Street.
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I-046-001

Your comment has been noted.

 

I-046-002

Per your request, WSDOT sent you contact information on January 12,

2010.

 

SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project

Attachment 5: Comments and Responses May 2010



Page 144

I-046-003

Your concerns are noted.  WSDOT will not need to acquire any of your

property for construction of the Eastside Transit and HOV Project. 

WSDOT will implement best management practices to avoid or minimize

any adverse effects related to construction in the vicinity of your

property.  After construction of the project, WSDOT will replant and

restore the site where practicable.  WSDOT has also identified trees

adjacent to your property that will be preserved.  Because of the location

of your property, your comment has been shared with the SR 520, I-5 to

Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project team.  As noted in the e-

mail sent to your attorney on January 12, 2010, WSDOT is willing to

meet with you to discuss your concerns.

 

I-046-004

Per your request, contact information was sent via e-mail on January 12,

2010. WSDOT has not received any additional request for follow-up

since this date.
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I-047-001

Your comment is acknowledged.

 

I-047-002

Noise analysis and mitigation were not required for areas west of

Evergreen Point Road as part of the Eastside Transit and HOV Project

EA because no additional lanes or highway capacity are being proposed

in that area. This area is being studied extensively as part of the I-5 to

Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project. Although this separate

project is still underway, preliminary results do show the need for noise

mitigation west of Evergreen Point Road to Lake Washington. Please

refer to the Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the

I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project for analysis and

proposed noise mitigation west of Evergreen Point Road. Your

comments have also been shared with the I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project team.

 

I-047-003

There is no planned construction under the east high-rise other than a

stormwater treatment facility.  This facility is described in the EA.

 

I-047-004

The facility is called a biofiltration swale and is discussed on page 4-19

of the EA. It is a shallow, grass-lined feature at ground level that collects

and treats stormwater. Access to adjacent, existing residences will be

maintained.
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I-047-005

The proposed biofiltration swale located under the existing bridge will be

located entirely on WSDOT property and will not affect existing vehicle

access, including emergency vehicle access.
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I-048-001

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project does

not preclude the development of future high-capacity transit options such

as light rail.

 

I-048-002

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project does

not preclude the future development of high-capacity transit options such

as light rail.

Sound Transit is the lead agency charged with implementing light rail.

WSDOT will continue to coordinate with Sound Transit on projects that

may affect the SR 520 corridor.

 

I-048-003

WSDOT is engaged in ongoing coordination with the transit agencies

and will continue this coordination through design and construction.

Metro Route 271 would be unable to serve the Evergreen Point transit

station and exit SR 520 at 84th Avenue NE as it does in the current

configuration. More information is provided in Chapter 8 of the

Transportation Discipline Report.  Project staff will work with King County

Metro to determine ways to maintain service.

 

I-048-004

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202, Eastside Transit and HOV Project will

provide only restriping of existing lanes east of I-405. This restriping will

move the existing HOV lane from the outside to the inside shoulder.
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I-049-001

Your comment has been noted.

 

I-049-002

WSDOT will work with local transit agencies to address potential effects

to their services.

 

I-049-003

The design for the 108th Avenue NE interchange is intended to improve

transit access to and from the South Kirkland Park and Ride.
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I-050-001

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project is

independent of any proposed improvements elsewhere along the SR

520 corridor. The study area for the environmental assessment extends

from Medina to Redmond along SR 520.

WSDOT is currently conducting a separate study for improvements

along the SR 520 corridor from I-5 to Medina. The SR 520, I-5 to

Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft

Environmental Impact Statement was released in January 2010 with an

opportunity for public comment. Your comment was shared with the

team conducting the study.
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I-051-001

Since issuance of the EA, the SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside

Transit and HOV Project now proposes using the area north of the

highway and west of Evergreen Point Road for construction staging

related to construction of the proposed lid at this location. WSDOT no

longer intends to use the access on the south side of Evergreen Point

Road.
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I-052-001

Thank you for your comment.

 

I-052-002

WSDOT is committed to protecting the environment and ensuring that its

projects improve circulation and mobility. Project elements that WSDOT

regularly includes in its projects are enhancements to alternative modes

of transportation such as bus rapid transit and HOV as well as

nonmotorized travel options for pedestrians and bicycles. The project's

contribution to greenhouse gas emissions would be similar to what could

be expected if the project were not built.  

 

I-052-003

The project includes improvements that will benefit transit and HOV

users. 

 

I-052-004

This project will not preclude future development of high-capacity transit

options such as light rail.

 

I-052-005

The project includes improvements to provide access for buses and

carpools to the HOV system.

 

I-052-006

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project does

not include programs such as ride-matching.  Ride-matching programs

are provided by local transit authorities.

 

I-052-007
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This project is focused on improving transit and HOV travel times and

enhancing travel time reliability. 

 

I-052-008

Implementation of tolls is not included in the SR 520, Medina to SR 202:

Eastside Transit and HOV Project, which was evaluated as described in

the EA. However, tolling legislation was enacted by the Washington

State Legislature (ESHB 2211) in May 2009 for implementation as a

separate project.  Refer to the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft Environmental

Impact Statement and the Lake Washington Congestion Management

Project for more information about tolling along the SR 520 corridor.
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I-053-001

For the Eastside Transit and HOV Project, WSDOT will implement best

management practices to avoid or minimize construction effects on

residents. 

This project's western terminus is at Evergreen Point Road.  It will not

involve expanding the floating bridge.  Please refer to the SR 520, I-5 to

Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft

Environmental Impact Statement for additional detail. 

 

I-053-002

The hammerhead turnaround or “T” proposed as part of this project was

developed in collaboration with the City of Bellevue to meet the City's

standards. The hammerhead was determined to require less right of way

and smaller retaining walls to construct than a full standard cul-de-sac

turnaround. The current cul-de-sac turnaround is undersized and

requires large vehicles to back up. The proposed hammerhead will be

signed to direct drivers to the most appropriate leg to back into. No

change to traffic patterns on 103rd Place is proposed or anticipated as a

result of this project. WSDOT will continue to coordinate with local

residents and the City of Bellevue during final design.
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I-053-003

Noise walls are most effective and are therefore proposed whenever

possible at the tops of slopes closest to above-grade receivers, as is the

case near your property. The noise wall is proposed 10 feet north of your

property line to allow for construction and maintenance beyond the

existing drainage easement, which extends 5 feet north of your property

line. In the errata, Exhibit 31 was updated to reflect recent noise

modeling. This update now shows a wall of 18 feet in height along the

northwestern portion of your property, transitioning to 16 feet on the

eastern end. In the past, walls along the shoulder of the Bellevue Way

eastbound off-ramp were evaluated, and this resulted in walls that were

much higher and that did not meet WSDOT’s reasonableness criteria

for cost. 

The proposed off-ramp shift to the south requires the construction of a

retaining wall and slope, which necessitates the acquisition of one

residence.

 

I-053-004

Light and/or heat reflection from noise walls are not evaluated in an

Environmental Assessment.  There is currently no scientific evidence for

thermal conduction of noise walls. 

 

I-053-005

The potential for development of wind power is not evaluated in an

Environmental Assessment.

 

I-053-006

The proposed walkway or local trail connection will run along the south

side of and at-grade with the Bellevue Way eastbound off-ramp. The

path will be separated from your property by a noisewall, slope, and

retaining wall. WSDOT will coordinate with the City of Bellevue on details
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of the trail design and signage. Trespassing onto private property is

addressed under state and local laws.

 

I-053-007

WSDOT will conduct pre- and post-construction surveys of

structures abutting the work zone for vibration.  Survey locations will

depend on the type of construction activity. WSDOT does not conduct

monitoring of vibration on private properties related to normal traffic

operation on state highways.

 

I-053-008

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Traffic Noise Model (TNM

version 2.5) uses average measured sound levels for passenger

vehicles, medium trucks, and heavy trucks. The data iscontained in the

FHWA Development of Nations Reference Energy Mean Emissions

Level for the Traffic Noise Model, U.S. Department of Transportation,

1995. The data for all vehicle types were measured using 1/3 octave

bandwidths from 50 Hertz (Hz) (very low frequency) to 10,000 Hz (high

frequency). The noise model uses this information when predicting noise

levels and during the noise mitigation analysis. 

 

I-053-009

Temporary construction impacts have the potential to affect all

properties, businesses, and users of SR 520 in the project area; and

therefore, they are not compensable.

 

I-053-010

WSDOT will implement best management practices during construction,

which includes focus on traffic management, fugitive dust and noise,

etc., to avoid or minimize effects on residents. 

The proposed off-ramp shift to the south requires the construction of a

SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project

Attachment 5: Comments and Responses May 2010



Page 156

retaining wall and slope, which necessitates the acquisition of one

residence. 

When it is determined during the noise analysis that a noise wall meets

the federal guidelines and criteria by effectively attenuating roadway

noise, WSDOT is obligated to provide the wall as part of the project

mitigation. The location near your residence qualified for a noise

wall.  WSDOT will engage neighborhood residents adjacent to noise

walls prior to construction to gather input on whether there is support for

building the proposed noise walls.

 

I-053-011

WSDOT will conduct pre- and post-construction surveys of

structures abutting the work zone for vibration.  Survey locations will

depend on the type of construction activity.

 

I-053-012

Construction effects on household pets will vary depending on the type

of pet and whether or not the pet is confined within the home, confined to

a fenced yard, or allowed to roam free. 

 

I-053-013

The planting of trees on the inside of the noise wall is currently not

proposed because of the existing local drainage easement on and north

of your property and the need for maintenance access to the back of the

proposed wall. WSDOT will minimize the amount of disturbance where

practicable.  The area that is disturbed during construction will be

replanted with other types of vegetation appropriate for drainage and

access considerations.

 

I-053-014

Please refer to the errata, Exhibit 18 in Appendix O for the modeling
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location labeled PB-23E, which was added after a recent visit to your

property.  Locations PB-23 and PB-23E provide the most accurate

information for noise levels near your home. WSDOT used the Federal

Highway Administration (FHWA) Traffic Noise Model Version 2.5

computer model to predict future noise levels. The Traffic Noise Model

was used to estimate operational noise levels at 168 locations in the

project corridor. Modeling was performed to determine what locations in

the study area exceeded the FHWA and Washington State noise

abatement criteria (NAC). Peak-hour traffic noise levels were calculated

for existing conditions using current traffic volumes and for the Build

Alternative and No Build Alternative using predicted 2030 traffic volumes,

with and without noise mitigation measures.

 

I-053-015

Policies on speed limit reductions for the SR 520 corridor are not part of

this project. WSDOT has committed to installing noise walls associated

with the SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project

as mitigation to reduce noise levels caused by the proposed project to

below the Noise Abatement Criteria (NAC). These noise walls have been

developed as part of the project design. The project team conducted a

detailed analysis to determine the appropriate location and extent of

noise walls to be incorporated into the project.

 

I-053-016

Policies on the use of compression brakes are not part of this

project. WSDOT has committed to installing noise walls associated with

the SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project as

mitigation to reduce noise levels caused by the proposed project to

below the Noise Abatement Criteria (NAC). These noise walls have been

developed as part of the project design. The project team conducted a

detailed analysis to determine the appropriate location and extent of

noise walls to be incorporated into the project.
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I-053-017

Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be implemented to avoid or

minimize any construction-related air quality effects. Dust and odors may

be present during construction, but after implementing construction

BMPs, these effects will be minor and temporary. Project construction

will temporarily increase noise levels in some areas. WSDOT has

incorporated measures to minimize construction noise. For additional

information, please refer to Chapter 6 of the EA, Measures to Avoid,

Minimize, or Mitigate Effects, under the air and noise topics.

 

I-053-018

WSDOT staff made a visit to your home to look at topography and

discuss concerns related to the proposed noise wall. The site visit

resulted in the addition of a noise modeling location (PB-23E) and an

increase in the noise wall height to 18 feet, 2 feet higher than originally

proposed. 

WSDOT used the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Traffic Noise

Model Version 2.5 computer model to predict future noise levels. The

Traffic Noise Model was used to estimate operational noise levels at 168

locations in the project corridor. Modeling was performed to determine

what locations in the study area exceeded the FHWA and Washington

State noise abatement criteria (NAC). Peak-hour traffic noise levels were

calculated for existing conditions using current traffic volumes and for the

Build Alternative and No Build Alternative using predicted 2030 traffic

volumes, with and without noise mitigation measures.

 

I-053-019

WSDOT will follow state and local codes regarding noise. Washington

Administrative Code (WAC) 173-60-050(3)(a) exempts "Sounds

originating from temporary construction sites as a result of construction

activity." The exemption covers daytime periods from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00
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p.m.  For nighttime work activities, WSDOT will follow local codes and

Best Management Practices.

 

I-053-020

WSDOT’s design has been to widen with the intent of avoiding and

minimizing impacts outside the existing right of way. However, WSDOT

has constraints that has caused the acquisition of property.  WSDOT

also purchased property in Kirkland north of Spring Hills neighborhood

and SR 520 for placement of a stormwater management facility. No new

traffic is anticipated or being redirected into the Spring Hills

neighborhood as a result of the SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside

Transit and HOV Project.

 

I-053-021

WSDOT works to design solutions within the state-owned right of way as

much as possible in balance with standards and requirements expected

by the local, state, and federal regulators and funding agencies. The

need to shift improvements to the south was determined after review and

consideration of the options available to the north.
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I-054-001

WSDOT will prepare a landscape plan that will identify type and location

of vegetation to be planted along the project corridor where soils are left

exposed.

 

I-054-002

A traffic signal is not under consideration at this location because the

intersection is not expected to be substantially affected by the project.

The City of Bellevue is the appropriate jurisdiction to receive this

suggestion and it will be forwarded to the appropriate authorities.

 

I-054-003

Temporary construction impacts have the potential to affect all

properties, businesses, and users of SR 520 in the project area; and

therefore, they are not compensable.

 

SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project

Attachment 5: Comments and Responses May 2010



Page 161

I-055-001

For the Eastside Transit and HOV Project, WSDOT will implement best

management practices to avoid or minimize construction effects on

residents. 

This project's western terminus is at Evergreen Point Road.  It will not

involve expanding the floating bridge.  Please refer to the SR 520, I-5 to

Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft

Environmental Impact Statement for additional detail. 

 

I-055-002

The cul-de-sac is being replaced with a hammerhead turnaround to

minimize the amount of property acquisition required for the project.  

The noise wall meets WSDOT's reasonableness and feasibility criteria

and is necessary to reduce noise from the freeway.  WSDOT will be

engaging neighborhood residents adjacent to noise walls prior to

construction to gather input on whether there is support for building the

proposed noise walls.

WSDOT will implement best management practices to minimize

construction effects on local residents and neighborhods. 

 

I-055-003

The hammerhead turnaround or “T” proposed as part of this project was

developed in collaboration with the City of Bellevue to meet the City's

standards. The hammerhead was determined to require less right of way

and smaller retaining walls to construct than a full standard cul-de-sac

turnaround.  The current cul-de-sac turnaround is undersized and

requires large vehicles to back up. The proposed hammerhead will be

signed to direct drivers to the most appropriate leg to back into. No

change to traffic patterns on 103rd Place is proposed or anticipated as a
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result of this project.  WSDOT will continue to coordinate with local

residents and the City of Bellevue during final design.

 

I-055-004

Noise walls are most effective and are therefore proposed whenever

possible at the tops of slopes closest to above-grade receivers, as is the

case near your property. The noise wall is proposed 10 feet north of your

property line to allow for construction and maintenance beyond the

existing drainage easement, which extends 5 feet north of your property

line. In the errata, Exhibit 31 was updated to reflect recent noise

modeling. This update now shows a wall of 18 feet in height along the

northwestern portion of your property, transitioning to 16 feet on the

eastern end. In the past, walls along the shoulder of the Bellevue Way

eastbound off-ramp were evaluated, and this resulted in walls that were

much higher and that did not meet WSDOT’s reasonableness criteria

for cost. 

The proposed off-ramp shift to the south requires the construction of a

retaining wall and slope, which necessitates the acquisition of one

residence.

 

I-055-005

Light and/or heat reflection from noise walls is not evaluated in an

Environmental Assessment.  There is currently no scientific evidence for

thermal conduction of noise walls.

 

I-055-006

The proposed walkway or local trail connection will run along the south

side of and at-grade with the Bellevue Way eastbound off-ramp. The

path will be separated from your property by a noise wall, slope, and

retaining wall. WSDOT will coordinate with the City of Bellevue on details
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of the trail design and signage. Trespassing onto private property is

addressed under state and local laws.

 

I-055-007

WSDOT will conduct pre- and post-construction surveys of

structures abutting the work zone for vibration.  Survey locations will

depend on the type of construction activity.  WSDOT does not conduct

monitoring of vibration on private properties related to normal traffic

operation on state highways.

 

I-055-008

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Traffic Noise Model (TNM

version 2.5) uses average measured sound levels for passenger

vehicles, medium trucks, and heavy trucks. The data is contained in the

FHWA Development of Nations Reference Energy Mean Emissions

Level for the Traffic Noise Model, U.S. Department of Transportation,

1995. The data for all vehicle types were measured using 1/3 octave

bandwidths from 50 Hertz (Hz) (very low frequency) to 10,000 Hz (high

frequency). The noise model uses this information when predicting noise

levels and during the noise mitigation analysis.

 

I-055-009

Temporary construction impacts have the potential to affect all

properties, businesses, and users of SR 520 in the project area; and

therefore, they are not compensable.

 

I-055-010

WSDOT will implement best management practices during construction,

which includes focus on traffic management, fugitive dust and noise,

etc., to avoid or minimize effects on residents. 

The proposed off-ramp shift to the south requires the construction of a
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retaining wall and slope, which necessitates the acquisition of one

residence. 

When it is determined during the noise analysis that a noise wall meets

the federal guidelines and criteria by effectively attenuating roadway

noise, WSDOT is obligated to provide the wall as part of the project

mitigation. The location near your residence qualified for a noise

wall.  WSDOT will engage neighborhood residents adjacent to noise

walls prior to construction to gather input on whether there is support for

building the proposed noise walls.

 

I-055-011

WSDOT will conduct pre- and post-construction surveys of

structures abutting the work zone for vibration.  Survey locations will

depend on the type of construction activity.  WSDOT staff are also willing

to meet with you to discuss construction activities adjacent to your

property.

 

I-055-012

Construction effects on household pets will vary depending on the type

of pet and whether or not the pet is confined within the home, confined to

a fenced yard, or allowed to roam free. 

Project construction will temporarily increase noise levels in some areas.

WSDOT has incorporated measures to minimize construction noise. For

additional information, please refer to Attachment 4 of this FONSI,

Mitigation Commitment List, under the air and noise topics. 

 

I-055-013

The planting of trees on the inside of the noise wall is currently not

proposed because of the existing local drainage easement on and north

of your property and the need for maintenance access to the back of the

proposed wall. WSDOT will minimize the amount of disturbance where
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practicable.  The area that is disturbed during construction will be

replanted with other types of vegetation appropriate for drainage and

access considerations.

 

I-055-014

Please refer to the errata, Exhibit 18 in Appendix O for the modeling

location labeled PB-23E, which was added after a recent visit to your

property.  Locations PB-23 and PB-23E provide the most accurate

information for noise levels near your home. WSDOT used the Federal

Highway Administration (FHWA) Traffic Noise Model Version 2.5

computer model to predict future noise levels. The Traffic Noise Model

was used to estimate operational noise levels at 168 locations in the

project corridor. Modeling was performed to determine what locations in

the study area exceeded the FHWA and Washington State noise

abatement criteria (NAC). Peak-hour traffic noise levels were calculated

for existing conditions using current traffic volumes and for the Build

Alternative and No Build Alternative using predicted 2030 traffic volumes,

with and without noise mitigation measures.

 

I-055-015

Policies on speed limit reductions for the SR 520 corridor are not part of

this project. WSDOT has committed to installing noise walls associated

with the SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project

as mitigation to reduce noise levels caused by the proposed project to

below the Noise Abatement Criteria (NAC). These noise walls have been

developed as part of the project design. The project team conducted a

detailed analysis to determine the appropriate location and extent of

noise walls to be incorporated into the project.

 

I-055-016

Policies on the use of compression brakes are not part of this project.

WSDOT has committed to installing noise walls associated with the SR
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520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project as mitigation

to reduce noise levels caused by the proposed project to below the

Noise Abatement Criteria (NAC). These noise walls have been

developed as part of the project design. The project team conducted a

detailed analysis to determine the appropriate location and extent of

noise walls to be incorporated into the project.

 

I-055-017

Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be implemented to avoid or

minimize any construction-related air quality effects. Dust and odors may

be present during construction, but after implementing construction

BMPs, these effects will be minor and temporary. Project construction

will temporarily increase noise levels in some areas. WSDOT has

incorporated measures to minimize construction noise. For additional

information, please refer to Chapter 6 of the EA, Measures to Avoid,

Minimize, or Mitigate Effects, under the air and noise topics.

 

I-055-018

WSDOT staff made a visit to your adjacent neighbor's home to look at

topography and discuss concerns related to the proposed noise wall.

The site visit resulted in the addition of a noise modeling location (PB-

23E) and an increase in the noise wall height to 18 feet, 2 feet higher

than originally proposed. 

WSDOT used the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Traffic Noise

Model Version 2.5 computer model to predict future noise levels. The

Traffic Noise Model was used to estimate operational noise levels at 168

locations in the project corridor. Modeling was performed to determine

what locations in the study area exceeded the FHWA and Washington

State noise abatement criteria (NAC). Peak-hour traffic noise levels were

calculated for existing conditions using current traffic volumes and for the

Build Alternative and No Build Alternative using predicted 2030 traffic

volumes, with and without noise mitigation measures.
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I-055-019

WSDOT will follow state and local codes regarding noise. Washington

Administrative Code (WAC) 173-60-050(3)(a) exempts "Sounds

originating from temporary construction sites as a result of construction

activity." The exemption covers daytime periods from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00

p.m.  For nighttime work activities, WSDOT will follow local codes and

Best Management Practices.

 

I-055-020

WSDOT’s design has been to widen with the intent of avoiding and

minimizing impacts outside the existing right of way. However, WSDOT

has constraints that has caused the acquisition of property.  WSDOT

also purchased property in Kirkland north of Spring Hills neighborhood

and SR 520 for placement of a stormwater management facility. No new

traffic is anticipated or being redirected into the Spring Hills

neighborhood as a result of the SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside

Transit and HOV Project.

 

I-055-021

WSDOT works to design solutions within the state-owned right of way as

much as possible in balance with standards and requirements expected

by the local, state, and federal regulators and funding agencies. The

need to shift improvements to the south was determined after review and

consideration of the options available to the north.
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I-056-001

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project is

independent of any proposed improvements elsewhere along the SR

520 corridor. The study area for the environmental assessment extends

from Medina to Redmond along SR 520.

WSDOT is currently conducting a separate study for improvements

along the SR 520 corridor from I-5 to Medina. The SR 520, I-5 to

Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft

Environmental Impact Statement was released in January 2010 with an

opportunity for public comment. Your comment was shared with the

team conducting the study.
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I-057-001

The western limits of the SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit

and HOV Project originate from the east shore of Lake Washington at

approximately milepost 4.0 (Evergreen Point Road). Under the Build

Alternative, the project will improve roadway safety with wider shoulders,

longer merge distances, and inside HOV lanes.  The project will also

improve ramps in the SR 520 project area, bringing the design up to

current design guidelines and helping to alleviate current safety issues

along the SR 520 mainline and ramps.  
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I-058-001

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project does

not preclude the future development of high-capacity transit options such

as light rail. This project also proposes to improve pedestrian/bicycle

access through the project area.
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I-059-001

The lane configuration is designed to meet the purpose and need of the

project, which is to address increased transit demand based on

projected growth.

 

I-059-002

Implementation of tolls is not included in the SR 520, Medina to SR 202:

Eastside Transit and HOV Project, which was evaluated as described in

the EA. However, tolling legislation was enacted by the Washington

State Legislature (ESHB 2211) in May 2009 for implementation as a

separate project.  Refer to the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft Environmental

Impact Statement and the Lake Washington Congestion Management

Project for more information about tolling along the SR 520 corridor.
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I-060-001

Implementation of tolls is not included in the SR 520, Medina to SR 202:

Eastside Transit and HOV Project, which was evaluated as described in

the EA. However, tolling legislation was enacted by the Washington

State Legislature (ESHB 2211) in May 2009 for implementation as a

separate project.  Refer to the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft Environmental

Impact Statement and the Lake Washington Congestion Management

Project for more information about tolling along the SR 520 corridor.

 

I-060-002

Due to design and safety concerns with the merging lanes from the

Evergreen Point Point Road and the 92nd Avenue NE in-line transit

stops, the ramps at 84th Avenue NE are designed to be on the outside

shoulder.

It is anticipated that some type of cover will be placed over the transit

platform at Evergreen Point transit stop. Design details are still being

refined.

 

I-060-003

Appendix Q, Chapter 6 depicts the expected local street conditions in

terms of level of service for the year 2030 planning horizon. The project

analyzed the proposed signal configurations, finding that they would

perform similarly to the no-build condition overall. The upgraded freeway

ramp connections would improve traffic flow from the local streets onto

SR 520.

The project would add a signal at the intersection of 108th Ave and the

transit direct access ramps as suggested. The project is not expected to

adversely affect the access to the S Kirkland Park and Ride; a new

signal at that location is not included in the project.
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I-061-001

WSDOT is coordinating with the City of Bellevue on an ongoing basis to

address the needs of the community near the Bellevue Way and 108th

Avenue NE interchanges. The HOV-only access to westbound SR 520

from 108th Avenue NE is planned to allow proper traffic signal

operations at that interchange.
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I-062-001

Thank you for your comment.

 

I-062-002

Construction improvements between 108th Avenue NE and NE 24th

Street are outside of the scope of the project.  The nonmotorized

facilities that are proposed by the project have been designed to be

consistent with known planning efforts for nonmotorized facilities and will

provide for regional and local access to existing and future trail systems

within the project construction limits.  The proposed project

improvements provide flexibility for future nonmotorized facility designs

in the I-405/SR 520 interchange area. 

WSDOT will continue to coordinate and partner with local jurisdictions,

separately from this project, to identify and evaluate local nonmotorized

facility plans between 108th Avenue NE and NE 24th Street.

 

I-062-003

In addition to constructing the interchange improvements west of I-405,

the project will move the HOV lanes from the outside to the inside of the

roadway between Medina and SR 202. This will eliminate the conflict

between HOV traffic and vehicles entering or exiting the freeway.
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I-063-001

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project is

independent of any proposed improvements elsewhere along the SR

520 corridor. The study area for the environmental assessment extends

from Medina to Redmond along SR 520.

WSDOT is currently conducting a separate study for improvements

along the SR 520 corridor from I-5 to Medina. The SR 520, I-5 to

Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft

Environmental Impact Statement was released in January 2010 with an

opportunity for public comment. Your comment was shared with the

team conducting the study.
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I-064-001

Thank you for your comment.
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I-065-001

The noise wall design was performed based on several factors that are

unique to the areas they are designed to benefit. The noise walls are

designed to meet WSDOT's feasibility and reasonableness criteria.

Feasibility deals primarily with engineering considerations, such as

whether substantial noise level reductions can be achieved or whether

there would be a negative effect on property access.  Reasonableness

assesses the practicality of the abatement measure given a number of

factors.  Such factors include cost, amount of noise reduction, number of

receptors receiving a benefit, and future traffic noise levels.

The topography in the area along NE 34th Place and NE 34th Street

(PB-18 through PB-22) are elevated 50 to 140 feet above the project

roadway. With the current roadway design and considering the

topographical conditions in this area, a noise wall with heights varying

from 32 to 34 feet would be required to reduce traffic noise levels in your

neighborhood that meet WSDOT's feasibility criteria. Only noise-

sensitive properties that would receive a 3 dBA or higher reduction from

an evaluated noise wall are included in the cost-effective calculations.

Additional noise analysis has been conducted in the vicinity of your

property.  This information is included in the errata. However, within the

vicinity of your property, WSDOT is only proposing to add one

additional eastbound HOV lane above the existing lane configuration. 

With regards to the reasonableness criteria, a noise wall with the heights

of 32 to 34 feet would exceed the allowable cost criteria that is used

uniformly throughout the State of Washington. Because the wall design

that would be required to achieve the necessary noise reductions would

be cost-prohibitive, WSDOT's reasonableness criteria would not be met

for this area and therefore no wall is recommended. 
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WSDOT met with you on February 5th to discuss your concerns and

plans additional follow up. 
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I-066-001

The proposed lane configuration still allows the project to meet its

purpose of improving transit and HOV mobility. Traffic operation on the

Evergreen Point Bridge will be studied as part of the SR 520, I-5 to

Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project.
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I-067-001

The SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project

addresses projected growth and the associated increase in transit and

HOV demand by improving transit and HOV access and mobility along

the 520 corridor.

 

I-067-002

No new park and ride facilities are proposed as part of this project;

however, the existing facility at Evergreen Point Road will be replaced

with a new facility as part of the proposed lid. In-line transit stops will be

provided at Evergreen Point Road and 92nd Avenue NE, but not at 84th

Avenue NE based on coordination with local transit agencies. These

stops are expected to improve transit times due to their alignment on the

inside of the freeway, eliminating the need to merge to the HOV lanes

from the outside.

 

I-067-003

Implementation of tolls is not included in the SR 520, Medina to SR 202:

Eastside Transit and HOV Project, which was evaluated as described in

the EA. However, tolling legislation was enacted by the Washington

State Legislature (ESHB 2211) in May 2009 for implementation as a

separate project.  Refer to the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge

Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental Draft Environmental

Impact Statement and the Lake Washington Congestion Management

Projects for more information about tolling along the SR 520 corridor.
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I-067-004

Interchange designs are based on the WSDOT Design Manual, and local

roadway designs are based on local jurisdictional design requirements. 

These interchange design decisions were made in collaboration with all

of the local jurisdictions adjacent to the highway. 

The project is expected to meet its purpose and need without further

modifications east of 108th Avenue NE, except for restriping the HOV

lane to the inside shoulder.

 

I-067-005

SR 520 serves the regional community and WSDOT seeks input from

this community to help inform the design. The proposed project is

designed to meet future demand on transit and HOVs and to minimize

the potential effects of the project where practicable.
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