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Blueberries to NE 72nd Avenue and 0.75 miles from NE 72nd Avenue 
back to Kaye’s Blueberries for a total of 1.5 miles further than the 
existing route. Similarly, leaving Kaye’s Blueberries to travel back 
to the west would not require any extra travel as one would still be 
able to make a right turn onto SR 502. The extra driving distance 
for vehicles coming from the west (I-5) would be approximately 1.5 
miles total.

Coming west (from the east) one would still be able to make a right 
turn into Kaye’s Blueberries, requiring no extra travel. Leaving to 
go back to the east one would travel about 0.2 miles west to the 
intersection of SR 502 and NE 50th Avenue to make a u-turn and 
then travel east. The extra driving distance for vehicles coming from 
the east (Battle Ground) would be less than 0.5 miles total.
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Response to Comment P-43
Thank you for your comment. The Build Alternative (with the a. 
median) would improve mobility on SR 502, reducing congestion 
and improving traffic flow. Without it, congestion under the No 
Build Alternative would continue to worsen and traffic volumes in 
both directions would exceed capacity for more than 10 hours per 

: Rosalie GehlenComment P-43
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day. So while there would be less congestion and thus “lighter” traffic 
more hours of the day under the Build Alternative than under the 
No Build, this would be the result of the proposed improvements.

“Before and after” studies of businesses in Florida, Iowa, Minnesota, 
Kansas, and Texas along highways where median barrier was 
installed have found that the vast majority of businesses report that 
the actual impacts (freight and deliveries, customers, and property 
values) to their businesses were much less than they anticipated.

Customer surveys showed that a majority of drivers will change their 
driving patterns to continue patronizing specific establishments 
and have no problem making u-turns to get to businesses on the 
opposite side of the road. Customers felt the barrier addition and 
minor inconvenience associated with u-turns was a safer alternative 
than making left turns into businesses where turns were increasingly 
difficult as traffic volumes in the opposing lanes increased.

The Build Alternative would require a slightly modified travel route 
to reach Kaye’s Blueberries. Traveling east on SR 502 (coming from 
the west), one would be able to make a u-turn at the signalized 
intersection of NE 72nd Avenue and SR 502 and then travel west to 
enter the driveway to Kaye’s Blueberries on the north side of SR 502. 
This would require driving approximately 0.75 miles past Kaye’s 
Blueberries to NE 72nd Avenue and 0.75 miles from NE 72nd Avenue 
back to Kaye’s Blueberries for a total of 1.5 miles further than the 
existing route. Similarly, leaving Kaye’s Blueberries to travel back 
to the west would not require any extra travel as one would still be 
able to make a right turn onto SR 502. The extra driving distance 
for vehicles coming from the west (I-5) would be approximately 1.5 
miles total.

Coming west (from the east) one would still be able to make a right 
turn into Kaye’s Blueberries, requiring no extra travel. Leaving to 
go back to the east one would travel about 0.2 miles west to the 
intersection of SR 502 and NE 50th Avenue to make a u-turn and 
then travel east. The extra driving distance for vehicles coming from 
the east (Battle Ground) would be less than 0.5 miles total.
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Response to Comment P-44
Thank you for your concern. The purpose of the SR 502 Corridor a. 
Widening Project is to improve safety and mobility along the SR 502 
corridor. Median barrier is a proven safety technology that provides 
a positive separation of opposing vehicle movements and eliminates 
left turns. Median barriers are recommended for use on multilane 

: William R. WilliamsComment P-44
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roadways with projected traffic volumes of greater than 24,000 
vehicles per day and design speeds greater than 40 miles per hour. 
Research from many states indicates that raised medians are safer 
than two-way left-turn lanes.

Based on historic growth patterns and the land use plans 
implemented by Clark County and the City of Battle Ground, 
population in Battle Ground and north Clark County is expected to 
continue to grow. With this growth the SR 502 roadway is expected 
to accommodate 42,000 vehicles per day by 2033, so median barriers 
are the appropriate safety technology for this roadway, especially 
with the addition of another travel lane in each direction, which 
would provide mobility on SR 502.

The need for a median barrier on SR 502, however, also necessitates 
the use of u-turns to travel to locations on the opposite side of the 
highway. Left turns into and out of driveways are less safe than 
u-turns and comprise the majority of driveway crashes. Studies 
have shown that making a u-turn at a median opening to get to the 
opposite side of a busy highway is about 25 percent safer than a 
direct left turn from an access point.

The major intersections at NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, 
NE 72nd Avenue, and NE 92nd Avenue would provide full turning 
movement. The intersection designs include signalization and 
channelization for left and u-turns. The turns have been designed to 
accommodate the turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire trucks 
or a pickup with a 31-foot trailer, making a left turn or a u-turn.

The u-turns would be managed by the traffic signals in the same 
manner as left turns – typically a green arrow allows the left and 
u-turning vehicles their own movement during the signal cycle 
while opposing through traffic and conflicting right turn movements 
have red signals. This would eliminate the other conflicting 
movements at the same time that would require quick reaction time 
or judgment. Further, since driveway movements would be limited 
to right turns only, drivers leaving driveways along the SR 502 
corridor would wait for a gap in traffic in only one direction rather 
than two directions in order to travel to the left. 
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Response to Comment P-45
Thank you for your comment. The Build Alternative would require a. 
a slightly modified travel route to reach Kaye’s Blueberries. Traveling 
east on SR 502 (coming from the west), one would be able to make a 
u-turn at the signalized intersection of NE 72nd Avenue and SR 502 
and then travel west to enter the driveway to Kaye’s Blueberries on 

: Stephen HalinsonComment P-45
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the north side of SR 502. This would require driving approximately 
0.75 miles past Kaye’s Blueberries to NE 72nd Avenue and 0.75 
miles from NE 72nd Avenue back to Kaye’s Blueberries for a total of 
1.5 miles further than the existing route. Similarly, leaving Kaye’s 
Blueberries to travel back to the west would not require any extra 
travel as one would still be able to make a right turn onto SR 502. 
The extra driving distance for vehicles coming from the west (I-5) 
would be approximately 1.5 miles total.

Coming west (from the east) one would still be able to make a right 
turn into Kaye’s Blueberries, requiring no extra travel. Leaving to 
go back to the east one would travel about 0.2 miles west to the 
intersection of SR 502 and NE 50th Avenue to make a u-turn and 
then travel east. The extra driving distance for vehicles coming from 
the east (Battle Ground) would be less than 0.5 miles total.

There would be no need to use other businesses or driveways to 
access Kaye’s Blueberries.
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Response to Comment P-46
Thank you for your comment. The purpose of the SR 502 Corridor a. 
Widening Project is to improve safety and mobility along the SR 502 
corridor. Median barrier is a proven safety technology that provides 
a positive separation of opposing vehicle movements and eliminates 
left turns. Median barriers are recommended for use on multilane 

: Cynthia B.Comment P-46
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roadways with projected traffic volumes of greater than 24,000 
vehicles per day and design speeds greater than 40 miles per hour. 
Research from many states indicates that raised medians are safer 
than two-way left-turn lanes.

Based on historic growth patterns and the land use plans 
implemented by Clark County and the City of Battle Ground, 
population in Battle Ground and north Clark County is expected to 
continue to grow. With this growth, the SR 502 roadway is expected 
to accommodate 42,000 vehicles per day by 2033, so median barriers 
are the appropriate safety technology for this roadway, especially 
with the addition of another travel lane in each direction, which 
would provide mobility on SR 502.

The need for a median barrier on SR 502; however, also necessitates 
the use of u-turns to travel to locations on the opposite side of the 
highway. Left turns into and out of driveways are less safe than 
u-turns and comprise the majority of driveway crashes. Studies 
have shown that making a u-turn at a median opening to get to the 
opposite side of a busy highway is about 25 percent safer than a 
direct left turn from an access point.

The major intersections at NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, 
NE 72nd Avenue, and NE 92nd Avenue would provide full turning 
movement. The intersection designs include signalization and 
channelization for left and u-turns. The turns have been designed to 
accommodate the turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire trucks 
or a pickup with a 31-foot trailer, making a left turn or a u-turn.

The u-turns would be managed by the traffic signals in the same 
manner as left turns – typically a green arrow allows the left and 
u-turning vehicles their own movement during the signal cycle 
while opposing through traffic and conflicting right turn movements 
have red signals. This would eliminate the other conflicting 
movements at the same time that would require quick reaction time 
or judgment. Further, since driveway movements would be limited 
to right turns only, drivers leaving driveways along the SR 502 
corridor would wait for a gap in traffic in only one direction rather 
than two directions in order to travel to the left.

The Build Alternative would require a slightly modified travel route 
to reach Kaye’s Blueberries. Traveling east on SR 502 (coming from 
the west), one would be able to make a u-turn at the signalized 
intersection of NE 72nd Avenue and SR 502 and then travel west to 
enter the driveway to Kaye’s Blueberries on the north side of SR 502. 
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This would require driving approximately 0.75 miles past Kaye’s 
Blueberries to NE 72nd Avenue and 0.75 miles from NE 72nd Avenue 
back to Kaye’s Blueberries for a total of 1.5 miles further than the 
existing route. Similarly, leaving Kaye’s Blueberries to travel back 
to the west would not require any extra travel as one would still be 
able to make a right turn onto SR 502. The extra driving distance 
for vehicles coming from the west (I-5) would be approximately 1.5 
miles total.

Coming west (from the east) one would still be able to make a right 
turn into Kaye’s Blueberries, requiring no extra travel. Leaving to 
go back to the east one would travel about 0.2 miles west to the 
intersection of SR 502 and NE 50th Avenue to make a u-turn and 
then travel east. The extra driving distance for vehicles coming from 
the east (Battle Ground) would be less than 0.5 miles total.

Signage would indicate where u-turns are permitted. U-turns would b. 
be a protected movement at the signalized intersections. 
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Response to Comment P-47
Thank you for your comment. The extra driving distance for vehicles a. 
coming from the west (I-5) would be approximately 1.5 miles total. 
The extra driving distance for vehicles coming from the east (Battle 
Ground) would be less than 0.5 miles total.

Traffic on SR 502 is expected to nearly triple by 2033. The proposed 
improvements for the Build Alternative would reduce congestion, 
improving driver speeds and travel times. Under the No Build 
Alternative congestion would continue to worsen and the commute 
time between I-5 and Battle Ground would more that double what it 
is today by 2033.

: Pat BulliardComment P-47
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Response to Comment P-48
Thank you for your comment. “Before and after” studies of a. 
businesses in Florida, Iowa, Minnesota, Kansas, and Texas along 
highways where median barrier was installed have found that the 
vast majority of businesses report that the actual impacts (freight 
and deliveries, customers, and property values) to their businesses 
were much less than they anticipated.

: Vici Cuull Comment P-48
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Customer surveys showed that a majority of drivers will change their 
driving patterns to continue patronizing specific establishments 
and have no problem making u-turns to get to businesses on the 
opposite side of the road. Customers felt the barrier addition and 
minor inconvenience associated with u-turns was a safer alternative 
than making left turns into businesses where turns were increasingly 
difficult as traffic volumes in the opposing lanes increased.

The Build Alternative would require a slightly modified travel route 
to reach Kaye’s Blueberries. Traveling east on SR 502 (coming from 
the west), one would be able to make a u-turn at the signalized 
intersection of NE 72nd Avenue and SR 502 and then travel west to 
enter the driveway to Kaye’s Blueberries on the north side of SR 502. 
This would require driving approximately 0.75 miles past Kaye’s 
Blueberries to NE 72nd Avenue and 0.75 miles from NE 72nd Avenue 
back to Kaye’s Blueberries for a total of 1.5 miles further than the 
existing route. Similarly, leaving Kaye’s Blueberries to travel back to 
the west would not require any extra travel as one would still be able to 
make a right turn onto SR 502. The extra driving distance for vehicles 
coming from the west (I-5) would be approximately 1.5 miles total.

Coming west (from the east) one would still be able to make a right 
turn into Kaye’s Blueberries, requiring no extra travel. Leaving to 
go back to the east one would travel about 0.2 miles west to the 
intersection of SR 502 and NE 50th Avenue to make a u-turn and 
then travel east. The extra driving distance for vehicles coming from 
the east (Battle Ground) would be less than 0.5 miles total.

The purpose of the SR 502 Corridor Widening Project is to improve b. 
safety and mobility along the SR 502 corridor. Median barrier is a 
proven safety technology that provides a positive separation of op-
posing vehicle movements and eliminates left turns. Median barri-
ers are recommended for use on multilane roadways with projected 
traffic volumes of greater than 24,000 vehicles per day and design 
speeds greater than 40 miles per hour. Research from many states 
indicates that raised medians are safer than two-way left-turn lanes.

Based on historic growth patterns and the land use plans 
implemented by Clark County and the City of Battle Ground, 
population in Battle Ground and north Clark County is expected to 
continue to grow. With this growth, the SR 502 roadway is expected 
to accommodate 42,000 vehicles per day by 2033, so median barriers 
are the appropriate safety technology for this roadway, especially 
with the addition of another travel lane in each direction, which 
would provide mobility on SR 502.
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The need for a median barrier on SR 502, however, also necessitates 
the use of u-turns to travel to locations on the opposite side of the 
highway. Left turns into and out of driveways are less safe than 
u-turns and comprise the majority of driveway crashes. Studies 
have shown that making a u-turn at a median opening to get to the 
opposite side of a busy highway is about 25 percent safer than a 
direct left turn from an access point. 

The major intersections at NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, 
NE 72nd Avenue, and NE 92nd Avenue would provide full turning 
movement. The intersection designs include signalization and 
channelization for left and u-turns. The turns have been designed to 
accommodate the turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire trucks 
or a pickup with a 31-foot trailer, making a left turn or a u-turn.

The u-turns would be managed by the traffic signals in the same 
manner as left turns – typically a green arrow allows the left and 
u-turning vehicles their own movement during the signal cycle 
while opposing through traffic and conflicting right turn movements 
have red signals. This would eliminate the other conflicting 
movements at the same time that would require quick reaction time 
or judgment. Further, since driveway movements would be limited 
to right turns only, drivers leaving driveways along the SR 502 
corridor would wait for a gap in traffic in only one direction rather 
than two directions in order to travel to the left.

As documented in the Public Involvement Appendix of the draft c. 
and final environmental impact statement, the SR 502 Corridor 
Widening Project has had a strong public involvement component 
from the beginning – including a series of interactive open 
houses, stakeholder interviews, community forums, and so forth. 
Business owners and residents along the corridor have been active 
participants in public meetings. When Washington State Department 
of Transportation was examining potential alternatives, two off-
corridor alternatives, which would relocate SR 502 to a new roadway 
parallel to NE 219th Street, were examined as possibilities that would 
minimize effects to businesses and residents along the corridor. 

As discussed in Chapters 2 and 4 of the draft and final environmen-
tal impact statement, business owners at Dollars Corner strongly 
opposed any off-corridor alternative because it would reduce the 
visibility and convenience of their businesses to people that com-
mute on SR 502 by routing their potential customers around Dollars 
Corner. They made it clear that they strongly preferred the effects of 
an on-corridor alternative (displacement) over the indirect effects of 
an alternative running north or south of Dollars Corner.
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Response to Comment P-49
Thank you for your concern. The purpose of the SR 502 Corridor a. 
Widening Project is to improve safety and mobility along the SR 502 
corridor. Median barrier is a proven safety technology that provides 
a positive separation of opposing vehicle movements and eliminates 
left turns. Median barriers are recommended for use on multilane 

: Brad OwenComment P-49
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roadways with projected traffic volumes of greater than 24,000 
vehicles per day and design speeds greater than 40 miles per hour. 
Research from many states indicates that raised medians are safer 
than two-way left-turn lanes.

Based on historic growth patterns and the land use plans 
implemented by Clark County and the City of Battle Ground, 
population in Battle Ground and north Clark County is expected to 
continue to grow. With this growth, the SR 502 roadway is expected 
to accommodate 42,000 vehicles per day by 2033, so median barriers 
are the appropriate safety technology for this roadway, especially 
with the addition of another travel lane in each direction, which 
would provide mobility on SR 502.

The need for a median barrier on SR 502; however, also necessitates 
the use of u-turns to travel to locations on the opposite side of the 
highway. Left turns into and out of driveways are less safe than 
u-turns and comprise the majority of driveway crashes. Studies 
have shown that making a u-turn at a median opening to get to the 
opposite side of a busy highway is about 25 percent safer than a 
direct left turn from an access point.

The major intersections at NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, 
NE 72nd Avenue, and NE 92nd Avenue would provide full turning 
movement. The intersection designs include signalization and 
channelization for left and u-turns. The turns have been designed to 
accommodate the turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire trucks 
or a pickup with a 31-foot trailer, making a left turn or a u-turn.

The u-turns would be managed by the traffic signals in the same 
manner as left turns – typically a green arrow allows the left and 
u-turning vehicles their own movement during the signal cycle 
while opposing through traffic and conflicting right turn movements 
have red signals. This would eliminate the other conflicting 
movements at the same time that would require quick reaction time 
or judgment. Further, since driveway movements would be limited 
to right turns only, drivers leaving driveways along the SR 502 
corridor would wait for a gap in traffic in only one direction rather 
than two directions in order to travel to the left.
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Response to Comment P-50
Thank you for your comment. “Before and after” studies of a. 
businesses in Florida, Iowa, Minnesota, Kansas, and Texas along 
highways where median barrier was installed have found that the 
vast majority of businesses report that the actual impacts (freight 
and deliveries, customers, and property values) to their businesses 
were much less than they anticipated.

: Arlyce and Herbert WellerComment P-50

a
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Customer surveys showed that a majority of drivers will change their 
driving patterns to continue patronizing specific establishments 
and have no problem making u-turns to get to businesses on the 
opposite side of the road. Customers felt the barrier addition and 
minor inconvenience associated with u-turns was a safer alternative 
than making left turns into businesses where turns were increasingly 
difficult as traffic volumes in the opposing lanes increased.

The Build Alternative would require a slightly modified travel route 
to reach Kaye’s Blueberries. Traveling east on SR 502 (coming from 
the west), one would be able to make a u-turn at the signalized 
intersection of NE 72nd Avenue and SR 502 and then travel west to 
enter the driveway to Kaye’s Blueberries on the north side of SR 502. 
This would require driving approximately 0.75 miles past Kaye’s 
Blueberries to NE 72nd Avenue and 0.75 miles from NE 72nd Avenue 
back to Kaye’s Blueberries for a total of 1.5 miles further than the 
existing route. Similarly, leaving Kaye’s Blueberries to travel back 
to the west would not require any extra travel as one would still be 
able to make a right turn onto SR 502. The extra driving distance 
for vehicles coming from the west (I-5) would be approximately 1.5 
miles total.

Coming west (from the east) one would still be able to make a right 
turn into Kaye’s Blueberries, requiring no extra travel. Leaving to 
go back to the east one would travel about 0.2 miles west to the 
intersection of SR 502 and NE 50th Avenue to make a u-turn and 
then travel east. The extra driving distance for vehicles coming from 
the east (Battle Ground) would be less than 0.5 miles total.
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Response to Comment P-51
Thank you for your comment. The purpose of the SR 502 Corridor a. 
Widening Project is to improve safety and mobility along the SR 502 
corridor. Median barrier is a proven safety technology that provides 
a positive separation of opposing vehicle movements and eliminates 
left turns. Median barriers are recommended for use on multilane 

: Teresa and David LawComment P-51
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roadways with projected traffic volumes of greater than 24,000 
vehicles per day and design speeds greater than 40 miles per hour. 
Research from many states indicates that raised medians are safer 
than two-way left-turn lanes.

Based on historic growth patterns and the land use plans 
implemented by Clark County and the City of Battle Ground, 
population in Battle Ground and north Clark County is expected to 
continue to grow. With this growth, the SR 502 roadway is expected 
to accommodate 42,000 vehicles per day by 2033, so median barriers 
are the appropriate safety technology for this roadway, especially 
with the addition of another travel lane in each direction, which 
would provide mobility on SR 502.

The need for a median barrier on SR 502; however, also necessitates 
the use of u-turns to travel to locations on the opposite side of the 
highway. Left turns into and out of driveways are less safe than 
u-turns and comprise the majority of driveway crashes. Studies 
have shown that making a u-turn at a median opening to get to the 
opposite side of a busy highway is about 25 percent safer than a 
direct left turn from an access point.

The major intersections at NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, 
NE 72nd Avenue, and NE 92nd Avenue would provide full turning 
movement. The intersection designs include signalization and 
channelization for left and u-turns. The turns have been designed to 
accommodate the turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire trucks 
or a pickup with a 31-foot trailer, making a left turn or a u-turn.

The u-turns would be managed by the traffic signals in the same 
manner as left turns – typically a green arrow allows the left and 
u-turning vehicles their own movement during the signal cycle 
while opposing through traffic and conflicting right turn movements 
have red signals. This would eliminate the other conflicting 
movements at the same time that would require quick reaction time 
or judgment. Further, since driveway movements would be limited 
to right turns only, drivers leaving driveways along the SR 502 
corridor would wait for a gap in traffic in only one direction rather 
than two directions in order to travel to the left.

The Build Alternative would require a slightly modified travel route 
to reach Kaye’s Blueberries. Traveling east on SR 502 (coming from 
the west), one would be able to make a u-turn at the signalized 
intersection of NE 72nd Avenue and SR 502 and then travel west to 
enter the driveway to Kaye’s Blueberries on the north side of SR 502. 
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This would require driving approximately 0.75 miles past Kaye’s 
Blueberries to NE 72nd Avenue and 0.75 miles from NE 72nd Avenue 
back to Kaye’s Blueberries for a total of 1.5 miles further than the 
existing route. Similarly, leaving Kaye’s Blueberries to travel back 
to the west would not require any extra travel as one would still be 
able to make a right turn onto SR 502. The extra driving distance 
for vehicles coming from the west (I-5) would be approximately 1.5 
miles total.

Coming west (from the east) one would still be able to make a right 
turn into Kaye’s Blueberries, requiring no extra travel. Leaving to 
go back to the east one would travel about 0.2 miles west to the 
intersection of SR 502 and NE 50th Avenue to make a u-turn and 
then travel east. The extra driving distance for vehicles coming from 
the east (Battle Ground) would be less than 0.5 miles total.

Washington State Department of Transportation acquires all b. 
needed property and property rights in accordance with Federal 
and State law. Washington State Department of Transportation 
operates under RCW 47.12 and Washington Administrative Code 
468-100. These laws are drawn directly from the Federal Uniform 
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act 
of 1970 and subsequently amended in 1987. These laws mandate 
that Washington State Department of Transportation pay just 
compensation for all property rights acquired. Just compensation is 
the payment required by law for purchase of property or property 
rights. If less than an entire parcel is acquired, just compensation 
also includes losses in value or damages, if any, to the remaining 
property. Washington State Department of Transportation would be 
acquiring approximately 0.39 acres of the blueberry farm property 
(approximately five percent) directly adjacent to the SR 502 corridor.
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Response to Comment P-52
Thank you for your concern. The purpose of the SR 502 Corridor a. 
Widening Project is to improve safety and mobility along the SR 502 
corridor. Median barrier is a proven safety technology that provides 
a positive separation of opposing vehicle movements and eliminates 
left turns. Median barriers are recommended for use on multilane 

: Celeste KoachComment P-52
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roadways with projected traffic volumes of greater than 24,000 
vehicles per day and design speeds greater than 40 miles per hour. 
Research from many states indicates that raised medians are safer 
than two-way left-turn lanes.

Based on historic growth patterns and the land use plans 
implemented by Clark County and the City of Battle Ground, 
population in Battle Ground and north Clark County is expected to 
continue to grow. With this growth, the SR 502 roadway is expected 
to accommodate 42,000 vehicles per day by 2033, so median barriers 
are the appropriate safety technology for this roadway, especially 
with the addition of another travel lane in each direction, which 
would provide mobility on SR 502.

The need for a median barrier on SR 502; however, also necessitates 
the use of u-turns to travel to locations on the opposite side of the 
highway. Left turns into and out of driveways are less safe than 
u-turns and comprise the majority of driveway crashes. Studies 
have shown that making a u-turn at a median opening to get to the 
opposite side of a busy highway is about 25 percent safer than a 
direct left turn from an access point.

The major intersections at NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, 
NE 72nd Avenue, and NE 92nd Avenue would provide full turning 
movement. The intersection designs include signalization and 
channelization for left and u-turns. The turns have been designed to 
accommodate the turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire trucks 
or a pickup with a 31-foot trailer, making a left turn or a u-turn.

The storage lanes for left turns and u-turns at the signals have been 
designed to accommodate the number of vehicles needing to turn so 
that drivers would not have to wait in a through travel lane to make 
their turning movement. 

The u-turns would be managed by the traffic signals in the same 
manner as left turns – typically a green arrow allows the left and 
u-turning vehicles their own movement during the signal cycle 
while opposing through traffic and conflicting right turn movements 
have red signals. This would eliminate the other conflicting 
movements at the same time that would require quick reaction time 
or judgment. Further, since driveway movements would be limited 
to right turns only, drivers leaving driveways along the SR 502 
corridor would wait for a gap in traffic in only one direction rather 
than two directions in order to travel to the left.
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Response to Comment P-53
Thank you for your concern. “Before and after” studies of businesses a. 
in Florida, Iowa, Minnesota, Kansas, and Texas along highways 
where median barrier was installed have found that the vast majority 
of businesses report that the actual impacts (freight and deliveries, 
customers, and property values) to their businesses were much less 
than they anticipated.

: Ann M. HoyComment P-53

a
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Customer surveys showed that a majority of drivers will change their 
driving patterns to continue patronizing specific establishments 
and have no problem making u-turns to get to businesses on the 
opposite side of the road. Customers felt the barrier addition and 
minor inconvenience associated with u-turns was a safer alternative 
than making left turns into businesses where turns were increasingly 
difficult as traffic volumes in the opposing lanes increased.

The Build Alternative would require a slightly modified travel route 
to reach Kaye’s Blueberries. Traveling east on SR 502 (coming from 
the west), one would be able to make a u-turn at the signalized 
intersection of NE 72nd Avenue and SR 502 and then travel west to 
enter the driveway to Kaye’s Blueberries on the north side of SR 502. 
This would require driving approximately 0.75 miles past Kaye’s 
Blueberries to NE 72nd Avenue and 0.75 miles from NE 72nd Avenue 
back to Kaye’s Blueberries for a total of 1.5 miles further than the 
existing route. Similarly, leaving Kaye’s Blueberries to travel back 
to the west would not require any extra travel as one would still be 
able to make a right turn onto SR 502. The extra driving distance 
for vehicles coming from the west (I-5) would be approximately 1.5 
miles total.

Coming west (from the east) one would still be able to make a right 
turn into Kaye’s Blueberries, requiring no extra travel. Leaving to 
go back to the east one would travel about 0.2 miles west to the 
intersection of SR 502 and NE 50th Avenue to make a u-turn and 
then travel east. The extra driving distance for vehicles coming from 
the east (Battle Ground) would be less than 0.5 miles total.



Appendix G  |  Record of Comments

180  |  March 2010  SR 502 Corridor Widening Project

Response to Comment P-54
Thank you for your comment. The purpose of the SR 502 Corridor a. 
Widening Project is to improve safety and mobility along the SR 502 
corridor. Median barrier is a proven safety technology that provides 
a positive separation of opposing vehicle movements and eliminates 
left turns. Median barriers are recommended for use on multilane 
roadways with projected traffic volumes of greater than 24,000 
vehicles per day and design speeds greater than 40 miles per hour. 
Research from many states indicates that raised medians are safer 
than two-way left-turn lanes.

Based on historic growth patterns and the land use plans 
implemented by Clark County and the City of Battle Ground, 

: Debra NowlenComment P-54

a

b
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population in Battle Ground and north Clark County is expected to 
continue to grow. With this growth, the SR 502 roadway is expected 
to accommodate 42,000 vehicles per day by 2033, so median barriers 
are the appropriate safety technology for this roadway, especially 
with the addition of another travel lane in each direction, which 
would provide mobility on SR 502.

The need for a median barrier on SR 502; however, also necessitates 
the use of u-turns to travel to locations on the opposite side of the 
highway. Left turns into and out of driveways are less safe than 
u-turns and comprise the majority of driveway crashes. Studies 
have shown that making a u-turn at a median opening to get to the 
opposite side of a busy highway is about 25 percent safer than a 
direct left turn from an access point.

The major intersections at NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, 
NE 72nd Avenue, and NE 92nd Avenue would provide full turning 
movement. The intersection designs include signalization and 
channelization for left and u-turns. The turns have been designed to 
accommodate the turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire trucks 
or a pickup with a 31-foot trailer, making a left turn or a u-turn.

The u-turns would be managed by the traffic signals in the same 
manner as left turns – typically a green arrow allows the left and 
u-turning vehicles their own movement during the signal cycle 
while opposing through traffic and conflicting right turn movements 
have red signals. This would eliminate the other conflicting 
movements at the same time that would require quick reaction time 
or judgment. Further, since driveway movements would be limited 
to right turns only, drivers leaving driveways along the SR 502 
corridor would wait for a gap in traffic in only one direction rather 
than two directions in order to travel to the left.

“Before and after” studies of businesses in Florida, Iowa, Minnesota, b. 
Kansas, and Texas along highways where median barrier was 
installed have found that the vast majority of businesses report that 
the actual impacts (freight and deliveries, customers, and property 
values) to their businesses were much less than they anticipated.

Customer surveys showed that a majority of drivers will change their 
driving patterns to continue patronizing specific establishments 
and have no problem making u-turns to get to businesses on the 
opposite side of the road. Customers felt the barrier addition and 
minor inconvenience associated with u-turns was a safer alternative 
than making left turns into businesses where turns were increasingly 
difficult as traffic volumes in the opposing lanes increased.
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The Build Alternative would require a slightly modified travel route 
to reach Kaye’s Blueberries. Traveling east on SR 502 (coming from 
the west), one would be able to make a u-turn at the signalized 
intersection of NE 72nd Avenue and SR 502 and then travel west to 
enter the driveway to Kaye’s Blueberries on the north side of SR 502. 
This would require driving approximately 0.75 miles past Kaye’s 
Blueberries to NE 72nd Avenue and 0.75 miles from NE 72nd Avenue 
back to Kaye’s Blueberries for a total of 1.5 miles further than the 
existing route. Similarly, leaving Kaye’s Blueberries to travel back 
to the west would not require any extra travel as one would still be 
able to make a right turn onto SR 502. The extra driving distance 
for vehicles coming from the west (I-5) would be approximately 1.5 
miles total.

Coming west (from the east) one would still be able to make a right 
turn into Kaye’s Blueberries, requiring no extra travel. Leaving to 
go back to the east one would travel about 0.2 miles west to the 
intersection of SR 502 and NE 50th Avenue to make a u-turn and 
then travel east. The extra driving distance for vehicles coming from 
the east (Battle Ground) would be less than 0.5 miles total.
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Response to Comment P-55
Thank you for your comment. The Build Alternative would require a. 
a slightly modified travel route to reach Kaye’s Blueberries. Traveling 
east on SR 502 (coming from the west), one would be able to make a 
u-turn at the signalized intersection of NE 72nd Avenue and SR 502 
and then travel west to enter the driveway to Kaye’s Blueberries on 
the north side of SR 502. This would require driving approximately 
0.75 miles past Kaye’s Blueberries to NE 72nd Avenue and 0.75 

: Curtis [illegible]Comment P-55

a
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miles from NE 72nd Avenue back to Kaye’s Blueberries for a total of 
1.5 miles further than the existing route. Similarly, leaving Kaye’s 
Blueberries to travel back to the west would not require any extra 
travel as one would still be able to make a right turn onto SR 502. 
The extra driving distance for vehicles coming from the west (I-5) 
would be approximately 1.5 miles total.

Coming west (from the east) one would still be able to make a right 
turn into Kaye’s Blueberries, requiring no extra travel. Leaving to 
go back to the east one would travel about 0.2 miles west to the 
intersection of SR 502 and NE 50th Avenue to make a u-turn and 
then travel east. The extra driving distance for vehicles coming from 
the east (Battle Ground) would be less than 0.5 miles total. Left turns 
into and out of driveways are less safe than u-turns and comprise 
the majority of driveway crashes. Studies have shown that making 
a u-turn at a median opening to get to the opposite side of a busy 
highway is about 25 percent safer than a direct left turn from an 
access point.
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Response to Comment P-56
Thank you for your comment. 

: Mike CullisonComment P-56
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Response to Comment P-57
Thank you for your comment. The Build Alternative would require a. 
a slightly modified travel route to reach Kaye’s Blueberries. Traveling 
east on SR 502 (coming from the west), one would be able to make a 
u-turn at the signalized intersection of NE 72nd Avenue and SR 502 
and then travel west to enter the driveway to Kaye’s Blueberries on 

: Irina SivkovComment P-57
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the north side of SR 502. This would require driving approximately 
0.75 miles past Kaye’s Blueberries to NE 72nd Avenue and 0.75 
miles from NE 72nd Avenue back to Kaye’s Blueberries for a total of 
1.5 miles further than the existing route. Similarly, leaving Kaye’s 
Blueberries to travel back to the west would not require any extra 
travel as one would still be able to make a right turn onto SR 502. 
The extra driving distance for vehicles coming from the west (I-5) 
would be approximately 1.5 miles total.

Coming west (from the east) one would still be able to make a right 
turn into Kaye’s Blueberries, requiring no extra travel. Leaving to 
go back to the east one would travel about 0.2 miles west to the 
intersection of SR 502 and NE 50th Avenue to make a u-turn and 
then travel east. The extra driving distance for vehicles coming from 
the east (Battle Ground) would be less than 0.5 miles total.
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Response to Comment P-58
Thank you for your concern. The proposed Build Alternative would a. 
eliminate the unsafe left turns to and from SR 502. Driveways and 
streets along SR 502 would become right-in/right-out only, except at 
the signalized intersections where u-turns and left-turns would be 
allowed and the two median openings where left-turns from SR 502 
would be permitted.

: Beverly HeardComment P-58

a
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Left turns into and out of driveways are less safe than u-turns and 
comprise the majority of driveway crashes. Studies have shown that 
making a u-turn at a median opening to get to the opposite side of 
a busy highway is about 25 percent safer than a direct left turn from 
an access point.

The major intersections at NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, 
NE 72nd Avenue, and NE 92nd Avenue would provide full turning 
movement. The intersection designs include signalization and 
channelization for left and u-turns. The turns have been designed to 
accommodate the turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire trucks 
or a pickup with a 31-foot trailer, making a left turn or a u-turn.

The u-turns would be managed by the traffic signals in the same 
manner as left turns – typically a green arrow allows the left and 
u-turning vehicles their own movement during the signal cycle 
while opposing through traffic and conflicting right turn movements 
have red signals. This would eliminate the other conflicting 
movements at the same time that would require quick reaction time 
or judgment. Further, since driveway movements would be limited 
to right turns only, drivers leaving driveways along the SR 502 
corridor would wait for a gap in traffic in only one direction rather 
than two directions in order to travel to the left.

The Build Alternative would require a slightly modified travel route 
to reach Kaye’s Blueberries. Traveling east on SR 502 (coming from 
the west), one would be able to make a u-turn at the signalized 
intersection of NE 72nd Avenue and SR 502 and then travel west to 
enter the driveway to Kaye’s Blueberries on the north side of SR 502. 
This would require driving approximately 0.75 miles past Kaye’s 
Blueberries to NE 72nd Avenue and 0.75 miles from NE 72nd Avenue 
back to Kaye’s Blueberries for a total of 1.5 miles further than the 
existing route. Similarly, leaving Kaye’s Blueberries to travel back 
to the west would not require any extra travel as one would still be 
able to make a right turn onto SR 502. The extra driving distance 
for vehicles coming from the west (I-5) would be approximately 1.5 
miles total.

Coming west (from the east) one would still be able to make a right 
turn into Kaye’s Blueberries, requiring no extra travel. Leaving to 
go back to the east one would travel about 0.2 miles west to the 
intersection of SR 502 and NE 50th Avenue to make a u-turn and 
then travel east. The extra driving distance for vehicles coming from 
the east (Battle Ground) would be less than 0.5 miles total.
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Response to Comment P-59
Thank you for your concern. “Before and after” studies of businesses a. 
in Florida, Iowa, Minnesota, Kansas, and Texas along highways 
where median barrier was installed have found that the vast majority 
of businesses report that the actual impacts (freight and deliveries, 
customers, and property values) to their businesses were much less 
than they anticipated.

: Phillip H.Comment P-59

a
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Customer surveys showed that a majority of drivers will change their 
driving patterns to continue patronizing specific establishments 
and have no problem making u-turns to get to businesses on the 
opposite side of the road. Customers felt the barrier addition and 
minor inconvenience associated with u-turns was a safer alternative 
than making left turns into businesses where turns were increasingly 
difficult as traffic volumes in the opposing lanes increased.

The Build Alternative would require a slightly modified travel route 
to reach Kaye’s Blueberries. Traveling east on SR 502 (coming from 
the west), one would be able to make a u-turn at the signalized 
intersection of NE 72nd Avenue and SR 502 and then travel west to 
enter the driveway to Kaye’s Blueberries on the north side of SR 502. 
This would require driving approximately 0.75 miles past Kaye’s 
Blueberries to NE 72nd Avenue and 0.75 miles from NE 72nd Avenue 
back to Kaye’s Blueberries for a total of 1.5 miles further than the 
existing route. Similarly, leaving Kaye’s Blueberries to travel back 
to the west would not require any extra travel as one would still be 
able to make a right turn onto SR 502. The extra driving distance 
for vehicles coming from the west (I-5) would be approximately 1.5 
miles total.

Coming west (from the east) one would still be able to make a right 
turn into Kaye’s Blueberries, requiring no extra travel. Leaving to 
go back to the east one would travel about 0.2 miles west to the 
intersection of SR 502 and NE 50th Avenue to make a u-turn and 
then travel east. The extra driving distance for vehicles coming from 
the east (Battle Ground) would be less than 0.5 miles total.
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Response to Comment P-60
Thank you for your comment. Traffic on SR 502 is expected to nearly a. 
triple by 2033. The proposed improvements for the Build Alternative 
would reduce congestion, improving driver speeds and travel 
times. Under the No Build Alternative congestion would continue 
to worsen and the commute time between I-5 and Battle Ground 
would more that double what it is today by 2033.

: Desserae SchigComment P-60

a

b
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The Build Alternative would require a slightly modified travel route 
to reach Kaye’s Blueberries. Traveling east on SR 502 (coming from 
the west), one would be able to make a u-turn at the signalized 
intersection of NE 72nd Avenue and SR 502 and then travel west to 
enter the driveway to Kaye’s Blueberries on the north side of SR 502. 
This would require driving approximately 0.75 miles past Kaye’s 
Blueberries to NE 72nd Avenue and 0.75 miles from NE 72nd Avenue 
back to Kaye’s Blueberries for a total of 1.5 miles further than the 
existing route. Similarly, leaving Kaye’s Blueberries to travel back 
to the west would not require any extra travel as one would still be 
able to make a right turn onto SR 502. The extra driving distance 
for vehicles coming from the west (I-5) would be approximately 1.5 
miles total.

Coming west (from the east) one would still be able to make a right 
turn into Kaye’s Blueberries, requiring no extra travel. Leaving to 
go back to the east one would travel about 0.2 miles west to the 
intersection of SR 502 and NE 50th Avenue to make a u-turn and 
then travel east. The extra driving distance for vehicles coming from 
the east (Battle Ground) would be less than 0.5 miles total.

The purpose of the SR 502 Corridor Widening Project is to improve b. 
safety and mobility along the SR 502 corridor. Median barrier is 
a proven safety technology that provides a positive separation of 
opposing vehicle movements and eliminates left turns. Median barri-
ers are recommended for use on multilane roadways with projected 
traffic volumes of greater than 24,000 vehicles per day and design 
speeds greater than 40 miles per hour. Research from many states 
indicates that raised medians are safer than two-way left-turn lanes.

Based on historic growth patterns and the land use plans 
implemented by Clark County and the City of Battle Ground, 
population in Battle Ground and north Clark County is expected to 
continue to grow. With this growth, the SR 502 roadway is expected 
to accommodate 42,000 vehicles per day by 2033, so median barriers 
are the appropriate safety technology for this roadway, especially 
with the addition of another travel lane in each direction, which 
would provide mobility on SR 502.

The need for a median barrier on SR 502, however, also necessitates 
the use of u-turns to travel to locations on the opposite side of the 
highway. Left turns into and out of driveways are less safe than 
u-turns and comprise the majority of driveway crashes. Studies 
have shown that making a u-turn at a median opening to get to the 
opposite side of a busy highway is about 25 percent safer than a 
direct left turn from an access point.



Appendix G  |  Record of Comments

194  |  March 2010  SR 502 Corridor Widening Project

The major intersections at NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, NE 72nd 
Avenue, and NE 92nd Avenue would provide full turning movement. 
The intersection designs include signalization and channelization for 
left and u-turns. The turns have been designed to accommodate the 
turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire trucks or a pickup with a 
31-foot trailer, making a left turn or a u-turn.

The u-turns would be managed by the traffic signals in the same 
manner as left turns – typically a green arrow allows the left and 
u-turning vehicles their own movement during the signal cycle 
while opposing through traffic and conflicting right turn movements 
have red signals. This would eliminate the other conflicting 
movements at the same time that would require quick reaction time 
or judgment. Further, since driveway movements would be limited 
to right turns only, drivers leaving driveways along the SR 502 
corridor would wait for a gap in traffic in only one direction rather 
than two directions in order to travel to the left.
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Response to Comment P-61
Thank you for your comment. The purpose of the SR 502 Corridor a. 
Widening Project is to improve safety and mobility along the SR 502 
corridor. Median barrier is a proven safety technology that provides 
a positive separation of opposing vehicle movements and eliminates 
left turns. Median barriers are recommended for use on multilane 

: Emily MitchellComment P-61

a
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roadways with projected traffic volumes of greater than 24,000 
vehicles per day and design speeds greater than 40 miles per hour. 
Research from many states indicates that raised medians are safer 
than two-way left-turn lanes.

Based on historic growth patterns and the land use plans 
implemented by Clark County and the City of Battle Ground, 
population in Battle Ground and north Clark County is expected to 
continue to grow. With this growth, the SR 502 roadway is expected 
to accommodate 42,000 vehicles per day by 2033, so median barriers 
are the appropriate safety technology for this roadway, especially 
with the addition of another travel lane in each direction, which 
would provide mobility on SR 502.

The need for a median barrier on SR 502; however, also necessitates 
the use of u-turns to travel to locations on the opposite side of the 
highway. Left turns into and out of driveways are less safe than 
u-turns and comprise the majority of driveway crashes. Studies 
have shown that making a u-turn at a median opening to get to the 
opposite side of a busy highway is about 25 percent safer than a 
direct left turn from an access point.

The major intersections at NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, 
NE 72nd Avenue, and NE 92nd Avenue would provide full turning 
movement. The intersection designs include signalization and 
channelization for left and u-turns. The turns have been designed to 
accommodate the turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire trucks 
or a pickup with a 31-foot trailer, making a left turn or a u-turn.

The u-turns would be managed by the traffic signals in the same 
manner as left turns – typically a green arrow allows the left and 
u-turning vehicles their own movement during the signal cycle 
while opposing through traffic and conflicting right turn movements 
have red signals. This would eliminate the other conflicting 
movements at the same time that would require quick reaction time 
or judgment. Further, since driveway movements would be limited 
to right turns only, drivers leaving driveways along the SR 502 
corridor would wait for a gap in traffic in only one direction rather 
than two directions in order to travel to the left.

The Build Alternative would require a slightly modified travel route 
to reach Kaye’s Blueberries. Traveling east on SR 502 (coming from 
the west), one would be able to make a u-turn at the signalized 
intersection of NE 72nd Avenue and SR 502 and then travel west to 
enter the driveway to Kaye’s Blueberries on the north side of SR 502. 
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This would require driving approximately 0.75 miles past Kaye’s 
Blueberries to NE 72nd Avenue and 0.75 miles from NE 72nd Avenue 
back to Kaye’s Blueberries for a total of 1.5 miles further than the 
existing route. Similarly, leaving Kaye’s Blueberries to travel back 
to the west would not require any extra travel as one would still be 
able to make a right turn onto SR 502. The extra driving distance 
for vehicles coming from the west (I-5) would be approximately 1.5 
miles total.

Coming west (from the east) one would still be able to make a right 
turn into Kaye’s Blueberries, requiring no extra travel. Leaving to 
go back to the east one would travel about 0.2 miles west to the 
intersection of SR 502 and NE 50th Avenue to make a u-turn and 
then travel east. The extra driving distance for vehicles coming from 
the east (Battle Ground) would be less than 0.5 miles total.
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Response to Comment P-62
Thank you for your comment. Traffic on SR 502 is expected to nearly a. 
triple by 2033. The proposed improvements for the Build Alternative 
would reduce congestion, improving driver speeds and travel 
times. Under the No Build Alternative congestion would continue 
to worsen and the commute time between I-5 and Battle Ground 

: Shannon B.Comment P-62
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would more that double what it is today by 2033, which would 
like make travel more frustrating than a short distance of out-of-
direction travel.

The Build Alternative would require a slightly modified travel route 
to reach Kaye’s Blueberries. Traveling east on SR 502 (coming from 
the west), one would be able to make a u-turn at the signalized 
intersection of NE 72nd Avenue and SR 502 and then travel west to 
enter the driveway to Kaye’s Blueberries on the north side of SR 502. 
This would require driving approximately 0.75 miles past Kaye’s 
Blueberries to NE 72nd Avenue and 0.75 miles from NE 72nd Avenue 
back to Kaye’s Blueberries for a total of 1.5 miles further than the 
existing route. Similarly, leaving Kaye’s Blueberries to travel back 
to the west would not require any extra travel as one would still be 
able to make a right turn onto SR 502. The extra driving distance 
for vehicles coming from the west (I-5) would be approximately 1.5 
miles total.

Coming west (from the east) one would still be able to make a right 
turn into Kaye’s Blueberries, requiring no extra travel. Leaving to 
go back to the east one would travel about 0.2 miles west to the 
intersection of SR 502 and NE 50th Avenue to make a u-turn and 
then travel east. The extra driving distance for vehicles coming from 
the east (Battle Ground) would be less than 0.5 miles total.
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Response to Comment P-63
Thank you for your comment. The purpose of the SR 502 Corridor a. 
Widening Project is to improve safety and mobility along the SR 502 
corridor. Median barrier is a proven safety technology that provides 
a positive separation of opposing vehicle movements and eliminates 
left turns. Median barriers are recommended for use on multilane 

: H. DrakesComment P-63
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roadways with projected traffic volumes of greater than 24,000 
vehicles per day and design speeds greater than 40 miles per hour. 
Research from many states indicates that raised medians are safer 
than two-way left-turn lanes.

Based on historic growth patterns and the land use plans 
implemented by Clark County and the City of Battle Ground, 
population in Battle Ground and north Clark County is expected to 
continue to grow. With this growth, the SR 502 roadway is expected 
to accommodate 42,000 vehicles per day by 2033, so median barriers 
are the appropriate safety technology for this roadway, especially 
with the addition of another travel lane in each direction, which 
would provide mobility on SR 502.

The need for a median barrier on SR 502; however, also necessitates 
the use of u-turns to travel to locations on the opposite side of the 
highway. Left turns into and out of driveways are less safe than 
u-turns and comprise the majority of driveway crashes. Studies 
have shown that making a u-turn at a median opening to get to the 
opposite side of a busy highway is about 25 percent safer than a 
direct left turn from an access point.

The major intersections at NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, 
NE 72nd Avenue, and NE 92nd Avenue would provide full turning 
movement. The intersection designs include signalization and 
channelization for left and u-turns. The turns have been designed to 
accommodate the turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire trucks 
or a pickup with a 31-foot trailer, making a left turn or a u-turn.

The u-turns would be managed by the traffic signals in the same 
manner as left turns – typically a green arrow allows the left and 
u-turning vehicles their own movement during the signal cycle 
while opposing through traffic and conflicting right turn movements 
have red signals. This would eliminate the other conflicting 
movements at the same time that would require quick reaction time 
or judgment. Further, since driveway movements would be limited 
to right turns only, drivers leaving driveways along the SR 502 
corridor would wait for a gap in traffic in only one direction rather 
than two directions in order to travel to the left.

The Build Alternative would require a slightly modified travel route 
to reach Kaye’s Blueberries. Traveling east on SR 502 (coming from 
the west), one would be able to make a u-turn at the signalized 
intersection of NE 72nd Avenue and SR 502 and then travel west to 
enter the driveway to Kaye’s Blueberries on the north side of SR 502. 
This would require driving approximately 0.75 miles past Kaye’s 
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Blueberries to NE 72nd Avenue and 0.75 miles from NE 72nd Avenue 
back to Kaye’s Blueberries for a total of 1.5 miles further than the 
existing route. Similarly, leaving Kaye’s Blueberries to travel back 
to the west would not require any extra travel as one would still be 
able to make a right turn onto SR 502. The extra driving distance 
for vehicles coming from the west (I-5) would be approximately 1.5 
miles total.

Coming west (from the east) one would still be able to make a right 
turn into Kaye’s Blueberries, requiring no extra travel. Leaving to 
go back to the east one would travel about 0.2 miles west to the 
intersection of SR 502 and NE 50th Avenue to make a u-turn and 
then travel east. The extra driving distance for vehicles coming from 
the east (Battle Ground) would be less than 0.5 miles total.
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Response to Comment H-1
Thank you for your comment. The purpose of the SR 502 Corridor a. 
Widening Project is to improve safety and mobility along the SR 502 
corridor. Median barrier is a proven safety technology that provides 
a positive separation of opposing vehicle movements and eliminates 
left turns. Median barriers are recommended for use on multilane 
roadways with projected traffic volumes of greater than 24,000 

: Ina LindsayComment H-1

a
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vehicles per day and design speeds greater than 40 miles per hour. 
Research from many states indicates that raised medians are safer 
than two-way left-turn lanes.

Based on historic growth patterns and the land use plans 
implemented by Clark County and the City of Battle Ground, 
population in Battle Ground and north Clark County is expected to 
continue to grow. With this growth, the SR 502 roadway is expected 
to accommodate 42,000 vehicles per day by 2033, so median barriers 
are the appropriate safety technology for this roadway, especially 
with the addition of another travel lane in each direction, which 
would provide mobility on SR 502.

The need for a median barrier on SR 502, however, also necessitates 
the use of u-turns to travel to locations on the opposite side of the 
highway. Left turns into and out of driveways are less safe than 
u-turns and comprise the majority of driveway crashes. Studies 
have shown that making a u-turn at a median opening to get to the 
opposite side of a busy highway is about 25 percent safer than a 
direct left turn from an access point. 

The major intersections at NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, 
NE 72nd Avenue, and NE 92nd Avenue would provide full turning 
movement. The intersection designs include signalization and 
channelization for left and u-turns. The turns have been designed to 
accommodate the turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire trucks 
or a pickup with a 31-foot trailer, making a left turn or a u-turn.

The u-turns would be managed by the traffic signals in the same 
manner as left turns – typically a green arrow allows the left and 
u-turning vehicles their own movement during the signal cycle 
while opposing through traffic and conflicting right turn movements 
have red signals. This would eliminate the other conflicting 
movements at the same time that would require quick reaction time 
or judgment. Further, since driveway movements would be limited 
to right turns only, drivers leaving driveways along the SR 502 
corridor would wait for a gap in traffic in only one direction rather 
than two directions in order to travel to the left.

With regards to your concern about being able to travel in the 
desired direction without having to go to the other end of the 
roadway, u-turns would be allowed at the signals located at NE 29th 
Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, NE 72nd Avenue, and NE 92nd Avenue, 
spaced approximately one-mile apart. In addition, left turns from 
SR 502 would be allowed at the two directional median openings, at 
NE 67th Avenue and east of Dollars Corner between NE 79th Avenue 
and NE 82nd Avenue.
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: Wayne HarrisComment H-2
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Response to Comment H-2
Thank you for your comment. There would be no left turns to and a. 
from NE 87th Avenue. In order to travel west from NE 87th Avenue, 
vehicles would need to travel to NE 92nd Avenue and make a u-turn 
or follow an alternate route such as NE 239th Avenue. Washington 
State Department of Transportation confirms rights of each property, 
including those that have a legal right to access the highway. 

The turns at the signalized intersections have been designed to b. 
accommodate the turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire tucks 
and a pick-up with a 31-foot trailer making a left-turn or a u-turn.

Comment H-2 (continued)

d
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In the case of very large vehicles such as fuel trucks or single- or 
double-unit semis, these vehicles face similar obstacles in more 
urban areas such as in the Battle Ground and Vancouver urban areas 
where arterials such as Main Street (SR 502), SR 503, Mill Plain and 
SE 164th Avenue all have median-controlled facilities which require 
u-turns at signalized intersections. In all cases, these facilities are 
not designed to accommodate u-turns for very large vehicles. 
Distribution routes for these vehicles are typically altered when 
access management improvements are built, so that the vehicle can 
enter businesses via right-turns. In the case of Dollars Corner, very 
large vehicles could still use parallel facilities such as NE 199th Street, 
NE 50th Avenue, and SR 503 to revise their distribution routes to 
continue serving Dollars Corner businesses.

Research has shown that drivers are influenced by the appearance c. 
of the street and the current traffic conditions, not the posted speed 
limit. Motorists already drive at or above the posted speed limit of 
50 miles per hour along the SR 502 corridor. As their comfort level 
with driving the highway increases once the roadway is opened 
up with additional lanes, a wider median, and wider shoulders, 
motorists would most likely continue to drive at or above 50 miles 
per hour despite a lower posted speed.

Lower speed limits can actually increase the collision potential 
thereby decreasing safety. If a low speed is posted, which drivers 
perceive as too low, most drivers ignore the signs, while a few will 
try to stay within the posted speed limit. This disrupts the uniform 
traffic flow and increases collision potential between the faster 
and the slower drivers. In addition, when traffic is traveling at 
different speeds, the accuracy of the judgments of speeds by crossing 
motorists decreases. Research has shown that when vehicles travel 
about the same speed, accidents are minimized.

Even in Dollars Corner, where the posted speed limit is lower than 
the rest of the corridor at 35 miles per hour, the left turn lanes at 
the NE 72nd Avenue intersection as well as the directional median 
openings at NE 67th Avenue and east of Dollars Corner would 
require concrete curbing to restrict roadway crossing movements 
from driveways located along the turn lane length and to channelize 
traffic flow and protect the turning vehicles.

As part of the right of way acquisition process, Washington State d. 
Department of Transportation performs all necessary research to 
verify deeds and easements for adjacent and affected properties in 
the corridor.
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: Phyllis ReederComment H-3
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Response to Comment H-3
Thank you for your concern. The purpose of the SR 502 Corridor a. 
Widening Project is to improve safety and mobility along the SR 502 
corridor. Median barrier is a proven safety technology that provides 
a positive separation of opposing vehicle movements and eliminates 
left turns. Median barriers are recommended for use on multilane 

Comment H-3 (continued)

d

e
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roadways with projected traffic volumes of greater than 24,000 
vehicles per day and design speeds greater than 40 miles per hour. 
Research from many states indicates that raised medians are safer 
than two-way left-turn lanes.

Based on historic growth patterns and the land use plans 
implemented by Clark County and the City of Battle Ground, 
population in Battle Ground and north Clark County is expected to 
continue to grow. With this growth, the SR 502roadway is expected 
to accommodate 42,000 vehicles per day by 2033, so median barriers 
are the appropriate safety technology for this roadway, especially 
with the addition of another travel lane in each direction, which 
would provide mobility on SR 502.

The need for a median barrier on SR 502, however, also necessitates 
the use of u-turns to travel to locations on the opposite side of the 
highway. Left turns into and out of driveways are less safe than 
u-turns and comprise the majority of driveway crashes. Studies 
have shown that making a u-turn at a median opening to get to the 
opposite side of a busy highway is about 25 percent safer than a 
direct left turn from an access point. 

The major intersections at NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, 
NE 72nd Avenue, and NE 92nd Avenue would provide full turning 
movement. The intersection designs include signalization and 
channelization for left and u-turns. The turns have been designed to 
accommodate the turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire trucks 
or a pickup with a 31-foot trailer, making a left turn or a u-turn.

The u-turns would be managed by the traffic signals in the same 
manner as left turns – typically a green arrow allows the left and 
u-turning vehicles their own movement during the signal cycle 
while opposing through traffic and conflicting right turn movements 
have red signals. This would eliminate the other conflicting 
movements at the same time that would require quick reaction time 
or judgment. Further, since driveway movements would be limited 
to right turns only, drivers leaving driveways along the SR 502 
corridor would wait for a gap in traffic in only one direction rather 
than two directions in order to travel to the left.

In the case of very large vehicles such as fuel trucks or single- or 
double-unit semis, these vehicles face similar obstacles in more 
urban areas such as in the Battle Ground and Vancouver urban areas 
where arterials such as Main Street (SR 502), SR 503, Mill Plain and 
SE 164th Avenue all have median-controlled facilities which require 
u-turns at signalized intersections. In all cases, these facilities are 
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not designed to accommodate u-turns for very large vehicles. 
Distribution routes for these vehicles are typically altered when 
access management improvements are built, so that the vehicle can 
enter businesses via right-turns. In the case of Dollars Corner, very 
large vehicles could still use parallel facilities such as NE 199th Street, 
NE 50th Avenue, and SR 503 to revise their distribution routes to 
continue serving Dollars Corner businesses.

“Before and after” studies of businesses in Florida, Iowa, Minnesota, b. 
Kansas, and Texas along highways where median barrier was 
installed have found that the vast majority of businesses report that 
the actual impacts (freight and deliveries, customers, and property 
values) to their businesses were much less than they anticipated.

Customer surveys showed that a majority of drivers will change their 
driving patterns to continue patronizing specific establishments 
and have no problem making u-turns to get to businesses on the 
opposite side of the road. Customers felt the barrier addition and 
minor inconvenience associated with u-turns was a safer alternative 
than making left turns into businesses where turns were increasingly 
difficult as traffic volumes in the opposing lanes increased.

Research has shown that drivers are influenced by the appearance c. 
of the street and the current traffic conditions, not the posted speed 
limit. Motorists already drive at or above the posted speed limit of 
50 miles per hour along the SR 502 Corridor. As their comfort level 
with driving the highway increases once the roadway is opened 
up with additional lanes, a wider median, and wider shoulders, 
motorists would most likely continue to drive at or above 50 miles 
per hour despite a lower posted speed.

Lower speed limits can actually increase the collision potential 
thereby decreasing safety. If an unreasonably low speed is posted, 
most drivers ignore the signs, while a few may try to stay within 
the posted speed limit. This disrupts the uniform traffic flow and 
increases collision potential between the faster and the slower 
drivers. In addition, when traffic is traveling at different speeds, the 
accuracy of the judgments of speeds by crossing motorists decreases. 
Research has shown that when vehicles travel about the same speed, 
accidents are minimized.

Even in Dollars Corner, where the posted speed limit is lower than 
the rest of the corridor at 35 miles per hour, the left turn lanes at 
the NE 72nd Avenue intersection as well as the directional median 
openings at NE 67th Avenue and east of Dollars Corner would 
require concrete curbing to restrict roadway crossing movements 
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from driveways located along the turn lane length and to channelize 
traffic flow and protect the turning vehicles.

A traffic study has been conducted along the corridor to measure d. 
the emergency response times along SR 502 for three scenarios 
in the design year: the project No Build Alternative and the Build 
Alternatives with and without a median barrier. The No Build 
Alternative assumes a lower speed due to projected congestion levels 
and lack of shoulders for vehicles to pull over and yield to oncoming 
emergency response vehicles. 

It was found that response times for the Build Alternative with 
the median barrier, on average, was approximately 30 seconds 
longer than without the barrier. This shows that the median barrier 
along the SR 502 Corridor has minimal impact on the emergency 
response time. And, in both cases, the response times for the Build 
Alternative are substantially improved in the design year over the No 
Build Alternative where the SR 502 Corridor is not widened at all.

All of the major intersections along the corridor (NE 10th Avenue, 
NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, NE 72nd Avenue, and 
NE 92nd Avenue) have been designed with signalization and to 
accommodate the turning radius of a fire truck making a u-turn.

In the Dollars Corner vicinity and within the Battle Ground city 
limits, the current plans call for a six-inch high median curb which 
allows emergency vehicles to traverse it to make a turn at any point. 
In addition, with the directional median break at NE 67th Avenue 
and at another point east of Dollars Corner (between NE 79th 
Avenue and NE 82nd Avenue), emergency vehicles would be able 
to make a left turn off of the highway. While these options were 
not considered in the traffic study, they would improve response 
times such that there is a negligible difference between the Build 
Alternative with median and the Build Alternative without median.

Washington State Department of Transportation would defer this e. 
acquisition as long as possible.
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Response to Comment H-4
Thank you for your comment. The purpose of the SR 502 Corridor a. 
Widening Project is to improve safety and mobility along the SR 502 
corridor. Median barrier is a proven safety technology that provides 
a positive separation of opposing vehicle movements and eliminates 
left turns. Median barriers are recommended for use on multilane 
roadways with projected traffic volumes of greater than 24,000 

: Randy RadtkeComment H-4
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vehicles per day and design speeds greater than 40 miles per hour. 
Research from many states indicates that raised medians are safer 
than two-way left-turn lanes.

Based on historic growth patterns and the land use plans 
implemented by Clark County and the City of Battle Ground, 
population in Battle Ground and north Clark County is expected to 
continue to grow. With this growth, the SR 502 roadway is expected 
to accommodate 42,000 vehicles per day by 2033, so median barriers 
are the appropriate safety technology for this roadway, especially 
with the addition of another travel lane in each direction, which 
would provide mobility on SR 502.

The need for a median barrier on SR 502, however, also necessitates 
the use of u-turns to travel to locations on the opposite side of the 
highway. Left turns into and out of driveways are less safe than 
u-turns and comprise the majority of driveway crashes. Studies 
have shown that making a u-turn at a median opening to get to the 
opposite side of a busy highway is about 25 percent safer than a 
direct left turn from an access point. 

The major intersections at NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, 
NE 72nd Avenue, and NE 92nd Avenue would provide full turning 
movement. The intersection designs include signalization and 
channelization for left and u-turns. The turns have been designed to 
accommodate the turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire trucks 
or a pickup with a 31-foot trailer, making a left turn or a u-turn.

The u-turns would be managed by the traffic signals in the same 
manner as left turns – typically a green arrow allows the left and 
u-turning vehicles their own movement during the signal cycle 
while opposing through traffic and conflicting right turn movements 
have red signals. This would eliminate the other conflicting 
movements at the same time that would require quick reaction time 
or judgment. Further, since driveway movements would be limited 
to right turns only, drivers leaving driveways along the SR 502 
corridor would wait for a gap in traffic in only one direction rather 
than two directions in order to travel to the left.

S&R Floorcovering is located in the heart of the SR 502 corridor 
on the north east side of the Dollars Corner intersection at 
NE 72nd Avenue and SR 502. Because this intersection would 
continue to be a signalized intersection and would be upgraded with 
dual left turn lanes for westbound traffic on SR 502, it would be very 
unsafe and cause conflicts with traffic in the left turn lane in order to 
permit left turns for eastbound traffic into S&R Floorcovering.
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: Dorothy DurkeeComment H-5
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Comment H-5 (continued)

b



Appendix G  |  Record of Comments

SR 502 Corridor Widening Project March 2010  |  217  

Response to Comment H-5
Thank you for your comment. Washington State Department of a. 
Transportation would locate the approach at the requested location. 
Washington State Department of Transportation would authorize 
one Type D commercial approach that may also be used as a Type 
A residential approach for Parcel No. 4-07734 at the historic access 
location, Station L 211+20 RT.

Comment H-5 (continued)
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Improvement of safety and mobility are the two primary purposes b. 
of the project. The proposed improvements to SR 502 – the addition 
of travel lanes, signalized intersections, turn lanes, a median to 
reduce the number of vehicle conflicts and improve safety along the 
corridor, would improve traffic flow and safety along the corridor. 
Under the Build Alternative one would no longer be able to make 
left turns from or onto SR 502 except an major intersections, where 
one could make u-turns to reach his/her destination. 

Analysis of the future-year conditions where no improvements 
were made to SR 502 indicated that travel times would double or 
triple along the corridor; adding lanes and reducing congestion 
(and improving safety) by removing left turns from the numerous 
driveways along the corridor would substantially improve overall 
travel time along the corridor, even with the out-of-direction 
travel one would need to make for the u-turns. Washington State 
Department of Transportation investigated a number of options, 
and a number of safety studies from Washington and elsewhere, and 
all of those concluded that to continue to allow left turns in and out 
of the numerous driveways along SR 502 would serve to increase 
accidents, instead of decreasing them, which would mean that 
instead of fixing the high accident locations along the corridor, these 
locations would become even more prone to accidents.
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Response to Comment H-6
Thank you for your comment. “Before and after” studies of a. 
businesses in Florida, Iowa, Minnesota, Kansas, and Texas along 
highways where median barrier was installed have found that the 
vast majority of businesses report that the actual impacts (freight 
and deliveries, customers, and property values) to their businesses 
were much less than they anticipated.

: Michael MattoxComment H-6
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Customer surveys showed that a majority of drivers will change their 
driving patterns to continue patronizing specific establishments 
and have no problem making u-turns to get to businesses on the 
opposite side of the road. Customers felt the barrier addition and 
minor inconvenience associated with u-turns was a safer alternative 
than making left turns into businesses where turns were increasingly 
difficult as traffic volumes in the opposing lanes increased.

Right turn pockets would be added along SR 502 to provide space b. 
for vehicles to slow down before turning at the NE 29th Avenue, 
NE 50th Avenue, NE 67th Avenue, NE 72nd Avenue, and 
NE 92nd Avenue. In addition, 10-foot wide paved shoulders along 
both sides of the road would provide additional space for vehicles 
slowing to turn right at one of the smaller streets intersecting 
SR 502.

A directional median opening would be provided between c. 
NE 79th Avenue and NE 82nd Avenue. The exact location of this 
directional median opening would be determined as final design of 
the Build Alternative progresses. This location would be coordinated 
with Clark County to ensure that its placement is consistent with 
the County’s future transportation system. The directional median 
opening would allow left turns from SR 502.

The sidewalk included in the preferred alternative extends to d. 
the boundaries of the Dollars Corner rural commercial center, 
as designated by Clark County. At the point where the sidewalk 
terminates, pedestrians could use the 10-foot wide paved shoulder 
to walk along SR 502.
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Response to Comment H-7
Thank you for your comment. Research has shown that drivers are a. 
influenced by the appearance of the street and the current traffic 
conditions, not the posted speed limit. Motorists already drive at or 
above the posted speed limit of 50 miles per hour along the SR 502 
Corridor. As their comfort level with driving the highway increases 

: Phyllis KnissComment H-7
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once the roadway is opened up with additional lanes, a wider 
median, and wider shoulders, motorists would most likely continue 
to drive at or above 50 miles per hour despite a lower posted speed.

Lower speed limits can actually increase the collision potential 
thereby decreasing safety. If a low speed is posted, which drivers 
perceive as too low, most drivers ignore the signs, while a few will 
try to stay within the posted speed limit. This disrupts the uniform 
traffic flow and increases collision potential between the faster 
and the slower drivers. In addition, when traffic is traveling at 
different speeds, the accuracy of the judgments of speeds by crossing 
motorists decreases. Research has shown that when vehicles travel 
about the same speed, accidents are minimized.

Even in Dollars Corner, where the posted speed limit is lower than 
the rest of the corridor at 35 miles per hour, the left turn lanes at 
the NE 72nd Avenue intersection as well as the directional median 
openings at NE 67th Avenue and east of Dollars Corner would 
require concrete curbing to restrict roadway crossing movements 
from driveways located along the turn lane length and to channelize 
traffic flow and protect the turning vehicles.

The purpose of the SR 502 Corridor Widening Project is to improve b. 
safety and mobility along the SR 502 corridor. Median barrier is 
a proven safety technology that provides a positive separation of 
opposing vehicle movements and eliminates left turns. Median 
barriers are recommended for use on multilane roadways with 
projected traffic volumes of greater than 24,000 vehicles per day and 
design speeds greater than 40 miles per hour. Research from many 
states indicates that raised medians are safer than two-way left-turn 
lanes.

Based on historic growth patterns and the land use plans 
implemented by Clark County and the City of Battle Ground, 
population in Battle Ground and north Clark County is expected to 
continue to grow. With this growth, the SR 502 roadway is expected 
to accommodate 42,000 vehicles per day by 2033, so median barriers 
are the appropriate safety technology for this roadway, especially 
with the addition of another travel lane in each direction, which 
would provide mobility on SR 502.

The need for a median barrier on SR 502, however, also necessitates 
the use of u-turns to travel to locations on the opposite side of the 
highway. Left turns into and out of driveways are less safe than 
u-turns and comprise the majority of driveway crashes. Studies 
have shown that making a u-turn at a median opening to get to the 
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opposite side of a busy highway is about 25 percent safer than a 
direct left turn from an access point. 

The major intersections at NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, NE 72nd 
Avenue, and NE 92nd Avenue would provide full turning movement. 
The intersection designs include signalization and channelization for 
left and u-turns. The turns have been designed to accommodate the 
turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire trucks or a pickup with a 
31-foot trailer, making a left turn or a u-turn.

The u-turns would be managed by the traffic signals in the same 
manner as left turns – typically a green arrow allows the left and 
u-turning vehicles their own movement during the signal cycle 
while opposing through traffic and conflicting right turn movements 
have red signals. This would eliminate the other conflicting 
movements at the same time that would require quick reaction time 
or judgment. Further, since driveway movements would be limited 
to right turns only, drivers leaving driveways along the SR 502 
corridor would wait for a gap in traffic in only one direction rather 
than two directions in order to travel to the left.

Washington State Department of Transportation appreciates the 
input from businesses and residents along the SR 502 Corridor. 
Citizen and business input was key in developing the alternatives 
that were considered and selection of an on-corridor alternative, 
rather than an off-corridor alternative, which would relocate SR 502 
to a new roadway parallel to NE 219th Street, that would have routed 
potential customers around Dollars Corner, reducing the visibility 
and convenience of Dollars Corner businesses. 
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Response to Comment H-8
Thank you for your concern. The purpose of the SR 502 Corridor a. 
Widening Project is to improve safety and mobility along the SR 502 
corridor. Median barrier is a proven safety technology that provides 
a positive separation of opposing vehicle movements and eliminates 
left turns. Median barriers are recommended for use on multilane 

: Jerry and Virginia MoffordComment H-8
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roadways with projected traffic volumes of greater than 24,000 
vehicles per day and design speeds greater than 40 miles per hour. 
Research from many states indicates that raised medians are safer 
than two-way left-turn lanes.

Based on historic growth patterns and the land use plans 
implemented by Clark County and the City of Battle Ground, 
population in Battle Ground and north Clark County is expected to 
continue to grow. With this growth, the SR 502 roadway is expected 
to accommodate 42,000 vehicles per day by 2033, so median barriers 
are the appropriate safety technology for this roadway, especially 
with the addition of another travel lane in each direction, which 
would provide mobility on SR 502.

The need for a median barrier on SR 502, however, also necessitates 
the use of u-turns to travel to locations on the opposite side of the 
highway. Left turns into and out of driveways are less safe than 
u-turns and comprise the majority of driveway crashes. Studies 
have shown that making a u-turn at a median opening to get to the 
opposite side of a busy highway is about 25 percent safer than a 
direct left turn from an access point. 

The major intersections at NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, 
NE 72nd Avenue, and NE 92nd Avenue would provide full turning 
movement. The intersection designs include signalization and 
channelization for left and u-turns. The turns have been designed to 
accommodate the turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire trucks 
or a pickup with a 31-foot trailer, making a left turn or a u-turn.

The u-turns would be managed by the traffic signals in the same 
manner as left turns – typically a green arrow allows the left and 
u-turning vehicles their own movement during the signal cycle 
while opposing through traffic and conflicting right turn movements 
have red signals. This would eliminate the other conflicting 
movements at the same time that would require quick reaction time 
or judgment. Further, since driveway movements would be limited 
to right turns only, drivers leaving driveways along the SR 502 
corridor would wait for a gap in traffic in only one direction rather 
than two directions in order to travel to the left.

Research has shown that drivers are influenced by the appearance b. 
of the street and the current traffic conditions, not the posted speed 
limit. Motorists already drive at or above the posted speed limit of 
50 miles per hour along the SR 502 Corridor. As their comfort level 
with driving the highway increases once the roadway is opened 
up with additional lanes, a wider median, and wider shoulders, 



Appendix G  |  Record of Comments

226  |  March 2010  SR 502 Corridor Widening Project

motorists would most likely continue to drive at or above 50 miles 
per hour despite a lower posted speed.

Lower speed limits can actually increase the collision potential 
thereby decreasing safety. If a low speed is posted, which drivers 
perceive as too low, most drivers ignore the signs, while a few will 
try to stay within the posted speed limit. This disrupts the uniform 
traffic flow and increases collision potential between the faster 
and the slower drivers. In addition, when traffic is traveling at 
different speeds, the accuracy of the judgments of speeds by crossing 
motorists decreases. Research has shown that when vehicles travel 
about the same speed, accidents are minimized.

The proposed Type D approach would be at least as wide as the c. 
existing driveway.

Washington State Department of Transportation would grant one d. 
Type D approach to Parcel No. 4-07751 at Station L 233+83 RT to 
reflect the current zoning of Commercial.

The jog in the proposed Build Alternative reflects efforts to avoid e. 
impacts to a Category I forested wetland and the species that 
live there. Wetlands provide many critical ecosystem functions, 
including improved water quality, floodwater storage, groundwater 
recharge, stream flow, and habitat for wildlife and plants, including 
federally-listed species. Category I wetlands are the highest quality 
wetlands and have characteristics that make them difficult or 
impossible to replace at a 1 to 1 ratio. It is unlikely that Clark 
County would permit development on the wetland, and any such 
development would require extensive mitigation.

This “jog” also minimizes effects on the historic Blair Farmstead on 
the north side of the road, although the Thomas Farmstead on the 
south side is consequently adversely effected. Because of the close 
proximity of the homes on these farmsteads to the road, it is not 
possible to avoid impacting both historic farmsteads, but the jog 
allows avoidance of one of them.

Washington State Department of Transportation would defer this f. 
acquisition as long as possible.

A different state agency owns the adjoining parcel – Washington g. 
State Department of Transportation does not have authority to 
convey this other property.
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Response to Comment H-9
Thank you for your concern. The purpose of the SR 502 Corridor a. 
Widening Project is to improve safety and mobility along the SR 502 
corridor. Median barrier is a proven safety technology that provides 
a positive separation of opposing vehicle movements and eliminates 
left turns. Median barriers are recommended for use on multilane 

: Jerry, Virginia, Cliff, and Julia MoffordComment H-9
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roadways with projected traffic volumes of greater than 24,000 
vehicles per day and design speeds greater than 40 miles per hour. 
Research from many states indicates that raised medians are safer 
than two-way left-turn lanes.

Based on historic growth patterns and the land use plans 
implemented by Clark County and the City of Battle Ground, 
population in Battle Ground and north Clark County is expected to 
continue to grow. With this growth, the SR 502 roadway is expected 
to accommodate 42,000 vehicles per day by 2033, so median barriers 
are the appropriate safety technology for this roadway, especially 
with the addition of another travel lane in each direction, which 
would provide mobility on SR 502.

The need for a median barrier on SR 502, however, also necessitates 
the use of u-turns to travel to locations on the opposite side of the 
highway. Left turns into and out of driveways are less safe than 
u-turns and comprise the majority of driveway crashes. Studies 
have shown that making a u-turn at a median opening to get to the 
opposite side of a busy highway is about 25 percent safer than a 
direct left turn from an access point.

The major intersections at NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, 
NE 72nd Avenue, and NE 92nd Avenue would provide full turning 
movement. The intersection designs include signalization and 
channelization for left and u-turns. The turns have been designed to 
accommodate the turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire trucks 
or a pickup with a 31-foot trailer, making a left turn or a u-turn.

The u-turns would be managed by the traffic signals in the same 
manner as left turns – typically a green arrow allows the left and 
u-turning vehicles their own movement during the signal cycle 
while opposing through traffic and conflicting right turn movements 
have red signals. This would eliminate the other conflicting 
movements at the same time that would require quick reaction time 
or judgment. Further, since driveway movements would be limited 
to right turns only, drivers leaving driveways along the SR 502 
corridor would wait for a gap in traffic in only one direction rather 
than two directions in order to travel to the left.

Research has shown that drivers are influenced by the appearance b. 
of the street and the current traffic conditions, not the posted speed 
limit. Motorists already drive at or above the posted speed limit of 
50 miles per hour along the SR 502 Corridor. As their comfort level 
with driving the highway increases once the roadway is opened 
up with additional lanes, a wider median, and wider shoulders, 
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motorists would most likely continue to drive at or above 50 miles 
per hour despite a lower posted speed.

Lower speed limits can actually increase the collision potential 
thereby decreasing safety. If a low speed is posted, which drivers 
perceive as too low, most drivers ignore the signs, while a few will 
try to stay within the posted speed limit. This disrupts the uniform 
traffic flow and increases collision potential between the faster 
and the slower drivers. In addition, when traffic is traveling at 
different speeds, the accuracy of the judgments of speeds by crossing 
motorists decreases. Research has shown that when vehicles travel 
about the same speed, accidents are minimized.

The jog in the proposed Build Alternative reflects efforts to avoid c. 
impacts to a Category I forested wetland and the species that 
live there. Wetlands provide many critical ecosystem functions, 
including improved water quality, floodwater storage, groundwater 
recharge, stream flow, and habitat for wildlife and plants, including 
federally-listed species. Category I wetlands are the highest quality 
wetlands and have characteristics that make them difficult or 
impossible to replace. It is unlikely that Clark County would permit 
development on the wetland, and any such development would 
require extensive mitigation.

This “jog” also minimizes effects on the historic Blair Farmstead on 
the north side of the road, although the Thomas Farmstead on the 
south side is consequently adversely effected. Because of the close 
proximity of the homes on these farmsteads to the road, it is not 
possible to avoid impacting both historic farmsteads, but the jog 
allows avoidance of one of them.

Washington State Department of Transportation would defer this d. 
acquisition as long as possible.

A different state agency owns the adjoining parcel – Washington e. 
State Department of Transportation does not have authority to 
convey this other property.
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Response to Comment H-10
Thank you for your comment. Washington State Department of a. 
Transportation concurs with Ms. Bickford’s position. Washington 
State Department of Transportation would grant one Type D 
approach to Parcel No. 4-07829 to reflect the best use of the current 
zoning of Mixed Use.

: Frank BickfordComment H-10

a

b

c
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Research has shown that drivers are influenced by the appearance b. 
of the street and the current traffic conditions, not the posted speed 
limit. Motorists already drive at or above the posted speed limit of 
50 miles per hour along the SR 502 Corridor. As their comfort level 
with driving the highway increases once the roadway is opened 
up with additional lanes, a wider median, and wider shoulders, 
motorists would most likely continue to drive at or above 50 miles 
per hour despite a lower posted speed.

Lower speed limits can actually increase the collision potential 
thereby decreasing safety. If a low speed is posted, which drivers 
perceive as too low, most drivers ignore the signs, while a few will 
try to stay within the posted speed limit. This disrupts the uniform 
traffic flow and increases collision potential between the faster 
and the slower drivers. In addition, when traffic is traveling at 
different speeds, the accuracy of the judgments of speeds by crossing 
motorists decreases. Research has shown that when vehicles travel 
about the same speed, accidents are minimized.

Even in Dollars Corner, where the posted speed limit is lower than 
the rest of the corridor at 35 miles per hour, the left turn lanes at 
the NE 72nd Avenue intersection as well as the directional median 
openings at NE 67th Avenue and east of Dollars Corner would 
require concrete curbing to restrict roadway crossing movements 
from driveways located along the turn lane length and to channelize 
traffic flow and protect the turning vehicles.

Washington State Department of Transportation is agreeable to this c. 
request. Washington State Department of Transportation would 
move the proposed Type D approach for Parcel No. 4-07829 to 
Station L 265+67 LT and eliminate the existing approach at Station 
L 266+39 LT.
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: Wayne and Betty Idsinga (represented by Earl Jackson)Comment H-11

a
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Comment H-11 (continued)

a
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Comment H-11 (continued)

b

c


