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Overall Purpose

This corridor management plan (CMP) was
developed for a portion of US 97, the state-
designated scenic byway that extends from Paceros,
Washington 1o the border between the United States
and Canada, four miles noreh of Oroville,
Washington. The CMDP presents recommendations
and strategies for enhancing visitors' expericnces and
tourism opportunites, while also preserving unique
resources that contribute o the quality of life
enjoyed by residents from the communities along
the byway and throughour the surrounding region.

The CMP was developed based on a cellaboratve
community approach. It is envisioned thae this
approach will continue as the plan enters the
implementation stage. This plan was developed
with a healthy respect for the cultural and historical
heritage of all the communities and fand holders
along the byway, including rhe Confederated Tribes
of the Colville Reservation and private property
owners throughout the corridor. Development of
the CMP was led by a community-based steering
committee composed of citizens from the region,
agency representatives, tribal members, and
community feaders. The steering comunittee
directed the development of this plan through a
“grass-roots," community—clriven process that
included extensive public involvement.

Thmugh public involvement and steering
committee input, a formal name for the byway was
adopted: “Okanogan Trails.” Previous to this
plam]ing effort the corridor was informally known as
the US 97 Scenic Byway. Refer to “Whats In a
Name” later in this section for the background and
history of the byway naming process.

Refer to Figure 1.1 for the chanog:m Traile Scenic
Byway and the surrounding region.

A Summary of the Byway

Following is a brief summary of the experiences the
Olkanogan Trails Scenic Byway offers travelers and
visitors, as well as those who live and work in the
region. More detailed descriptions of the unique
qualiries and rich history and cualture of the byway
can be found in other sections of this plan.

A drive along the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway
from south to north begins with impressive views at
the confluence of the Methow and Columbia rivers.
The unique and colorful town of Pateros greets
byway travelers, providing glimpses of the scenic
rivers and various public artworks throughour the
community. Pateros is a pateway community that
not only welcomes travelers to the Okanogan Trails
Scenic Byway, but also to the Cascade Loop, via SR
153, which heads west inco the Methow Valley.
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Upen departing Pateros, the Okanogan Trails Scenic
Byway winds its way north through rural farmland.
All the while, sp{:ctacular views of the Columbia
River are prominent. As the byway enters Brewster,
byway travelers can learn about Washingron’s apple
industry and experience the true work of whar goes
into processing fruic once it leaves the farm,

Norch of Brewsrer, the byway comes ro che
confluence of the Columbia and Okanogan rivers
where panoramic views and layers of history are
present in the landscape. Upon crossing the
Olanogan River, the byway enters the reservation of
the Colville Confederated Tribes. The reservation
lands offer impressive scenery along the Qkanogan
River valley that includes pine trees, sand dunes,
rural farms and hillsides, and the uniquely
Okanogan landforms rolling along before the
traveler, Much of this land has remained the same
over the past thousands of years, undeveloped and
retained in a narural condition. Fert Okanogan
State Park Interpretive Center, accessible from State
Route (SR} 17, just east of the US 97 junction, is
located on a bluff overloo]cing the Columbia River.
The day use park offers interpretation and recreation
opportunities for byway travelers, along with
sweeping views of the confluence area.

From the confluence, the QOkanogan 'Irails Scenic
Byway follows the route of the Okanogan River, past

the towns of Monse and Malott (Iocated on the
opposite side of the river from the byway). Monse
was a historic trading post in the 1880s. Malotr,
named for ies original scttlers in the late 18805,
became known as a stopover place for rravelers
because the Malotr's huge barn could hold 28
horses.

Conrtesy of Qkanogan County Historical Society
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‘Traveling further north, the Okanogan Trails Scenic
Byway entets the bustling cities of Okanogan and
Omalt, which collectively serve as a major
commercial hub to the region. Travelers can choose
alrernative routes oft the byway, following stretches
of the old Highway 97. The stretch of the old
highway that extends north through the main streets
of Okanogan and Omak offers glimpses of the rich
history and cultural diversity upon which these
towns were founded. The region’s moniker of “late
[roncier” reveals iself in the vernacular archirtecture
of these cities, as well as the character and landscapes
of the surrounding areas. Murals representing the
historic works of Japanese photographer TFrank
Matsura, as well a5 other historic themes, can be
.FUL'lﬂd tl'lI'Dngthlt t]‘le area, Tj'aweltrs CAl AcCess SR
20, which leads to the Methow Valley, from the old
Highway 97. Along the way to Omak, ar the north
sidde of Okanogan, the Okanogan Counry Historical
Museum provides a fascinating look at the
Okanogan Country’s past, along with many colorful
stories.

The City of Omak suraddles the Okanogan River
and adjoins with the east side in the reservarion of
the Colville Confederated Tribes. Omak offers
travelers a variety of amenities, from restaurants and
lodging, to stores, parks, fuel stations, repair shops,
It is also the site of the famous
*Omak Stampede and Suicide Race.” Omak is a
gateway community. Here, another scenic byway —
the “Coulee Corridor” — connects to the Okanogan
Trails Scenic Byway at the junction of SR 155.

and other businesses,
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North of Omak, the byway offers an impressive
variety of scenic, historic, culrural, and recreational
experiences. Travelers can experience historic
Riverside and the famous “Detros Western Store.”
Various remmnants of the Old West can be seen in
this area. North of here, the byway becomes a
portal to an cxtensive array of wilderness and
recreational lands, as well as historic town sites and
settlements from the mining era. Travelers can
experience the picturesque towns of Tonasker and
Ellisforde, where sweeping vistas of the Okanogan
River with glactated hillsides and mouneains in che
backdrop, as well as rural farmlands, apple orchards,
and ranches dot the landscape. Roadside farm
stands, diverse recreational adventures, and scenic
loop opportunities abound in this section of the
byway. Historic Oroville, the northernmost town of
the byway and the gateway community for wavelers
from the north, serves as a threshold o the pristine
scenic beauty and untouched landscapes of the
Okanogan Highlands. While in Oroville, travelers
have opportunitics to view historic buildings, sample
some of Okanogan’s best wines, and gaze out over
Lake Osoyoos into Canada, where the experience of
the Okanogan continues. ...

OkanoganTrails — A State
Scenic Byway and Part ofa
Network of Byways

The Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway intersects two
other major state scenic byways and numerous local
scenic and historic routes. At the southern gateway
community of Pateros, the byway is linked with che
“Cascade Loop” at the junction of US 97 and SR
153. This byway follows SR 153 along the Mcthow
River and then follows SR 20 through North
Cascades National Park and Mt Baker National
Forest. US 97/SR 153 is a major intersection for
access to the Methow Valley and the scenic towns of
Wil‘lthmp and Twisp, where an zhundance of
recreational activities can be enjoyed year-round.
The Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway also intersects
with the Coulee Corridor Seenic Byway in Omak at
the juncrion of US 97 and SR 155, Recentdy
designated as a national scenic byway, the Coulee
Corridor traverses the reservation of the
Confederated Tribes of the Colville en route o
Grand Coulee [3am and on through Soap Lake,
Washington to Othello, the southern gateway of the
byway. There are many opportunities for the byway
organizations and communities of these connecting

byways [§%] partncr, Support, and PI'O]TlDtE E'rlCh
other’s efforrs.

Caurtesy of Mike MeKee
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Contents of Plan

This corridor management plan (CMP) establishes a
long-term vision for the Okanagan Trails Scenic
Byway. The CMP was developed in accordance with
the Federal Highway Administrations (FHWA)
criteria for scenic byways through a comprehensive,
community-driven planning process that establishes
a strong foundation for its ongoing management. In
accordance with the FHWA’s Nadanal Scenic Byway
Program guidelines, this plan represents the vision,
goals, and objectives of communities and inrerests
along the byway.

This plan includes many elements required by che
Washington State Scenic Byway Program and the
FHWA National Scenic Byway Program. In
addition to this Introduction, the plan includes the
following sccrions.

+ Vision Statement and Goals

* Existing Conditions

+ Intrinsic Qualities Assessment

+ Transportation Analysis and Recommendations

*  Interpretive Master Plan - Telling the Byway Story
*  Visitor Experience and Services Program

* Preserving and Enhancing the Byway

* Signing and Wayfinding

* Marketing and Promoting the Byway

»  Action Plan

v Next Sceps

Together, these components make up a cohesive
document with strategies and recommendarions for
preserving and enhancing the byway’s unique
character.

Uses of the Corridor
Management Plan

It is envisioned thac this corridor management plan
will be used for the following purposcs.

* As a comprehensive description of existing
conditions and incrinsic qualitics - the description
and assessment of these elements provide a basis for
developing a unifying byway theme and

implementing interpretive programs that refleet the

byway’s unique natural, historical, culwral, and
scenic qualicies

* Asa vision that will draw together people from all
communities along the byway, helping to make the
plan a realicy

* Asa rool thar provides recommendations for specific
strategies and actions that enhance, and sustain the
byway's unique intrinsic qualities and the many
enjoyable experiences it offers

* Asa guide for recommending solutions to existing
problems along the byway

* As a resource for the future byway organization to
refer to and draw idcas and information from related
to potential funding sources, coordination with
stakeholders, public involvement, and project
implementation processes and responsibilities

= As a document that broadly and generally addresses
a diversity of interests throughout the byway — this
1s a community-based planning document

*  As a resource for local organizations and a reference
for residents and visitors alike to learn abourt che
byw:ty

This document does not creare additional

regulations or restrictions on private property,

beyond those that already exist under federal, state,
regional, and local plans and regulations. This plan
is not a tepulatory mandate, but a guide, with
recommendations, based on the hard work of the
steering committee members and many communil:y
representatives, stakeholders, and interested citizens.

The CMP is intended to be a dynamic plan thae will

be updated and added to in the Future as

recommendations are implemented and new projects
and neceds are identifled.

Benefits of Implementing
this Plan

There are many benefics chae will result from the
implementation of the provisions of this corridor
management plan.

* Increased tourism and matketing of byway resources

*  Enhanced visitor facilities and services along the

byway

T
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Introduction.

*  Access to funding and resources for project
implementation

* Increased safety for the diversity of byway travelers
(freight, tourists, commuters, etc.), as well as
pedestians crossing the highway

* Enhanced community pride

* Opportunities for visitor education and
environmental stewardship

Community Involvement

Summary

Byway Steering Committee

The Okanogan Trails Steering Committes (SC),
made up of about 15 local citizens, stakeholders,
and ﬂgﬂﬂ’:}’ rﬂpl'usentatives From througllnut rl']e
region, worked closely with a consultant team o
prepare this CMP in accordance with the FHWA
guidelines for corridor management plans. The
firse step for the SC was the creation of the vision
statement and goals for the byway. Next, the SC
compiled an inventory of sites that were
representative of the six intrinsic qualities thae
characterize unique corrtdors: historic,
archaeologicnl, recreational, natural, scenic, and
culeural. Members of the SC inventoried the sites
that were located in various areas along the byway,
and the list soon grew o include over 100
focations.  Of those idencified, 26 sites thac
represent some of the most “outstanding” qualitics
of the byway were further assessed and reviewed.
These incrinsic qualities are summarized in Section
4 of this plan.

Concurrently to the intrinsic quality inventory and
assessment, existing conditions along the byway
were analyzed. The SC then sub-divided all the
clements of the byway management plan and
contributed their ideas, thoughes, and suggestions
for each element of the plan including: design
guidelines, visitor expericnce, interpretive program,
marketing and promotions, and signing and
wayfinding. Once the ideas and strategies for each
clement were established, the SC began developing
an action plan.

Dl st DRI et Gt

1-6  Okanogan Trails Sceni

Uinveiling of the draft corridur management plan elements at an open
Bewse meeting

Community OQutreach and Public
InvolvementActivities

Extensive outreach to byway communitics took place
during the CMP process. Various elements related ro
public involvement and community outreach during
the planning process are described below.

> Project ]?g)‘f;?'?ndtimz Sheet

A “project information sheet” was created for the
byway and can be seen in the Appendix — Public
lnvolvement Tools and Notes. The project
information sheet was periodically updated o reflect
the latest information and progress throughout the
CMP process. The first distribution of the project
information sheet occurred before the June 2004
public worlshops, discussed below.  Project
information sheets were distribured throughout
byway communites. An updated project
information sheet was distributed before and during
the community open house series in April/May
2005,

= Commaunity Did[ogzw Workshops

A “community dizlogue” workshop series, called
“Byway Week” took place during the week of June
21, 2004. During this week, the consultant team
traveled to six communities along the byway,

[T TP —




including Pateros, Brewster, Omak, Okanogan,
Tonasket, and Oroville to gather inpur and ideas for

the CMPE The following objectives were achieved as
d r(‘.'SU.].t Of t.h(: WD[!{S].]O[) pl’OCESS.

- Build awareness of tie byway planning effort
and clarify the purpose of the project.

- Confirm general goals and objectives for the
planning process, as well as for the byway.

- Report on the findings of the existing conditions
analysis and inventory of intrinsic qualites and
gain additional input from the general public.

- Inform the public on the development of
strategics to cibrance and preserve the byway's
intrinsic qualities, residents’ quality of life, and
visitors' experiences.

- Engage the public in the planning process and
build support for the project as a whole.

The consulranc team and members of the SC met
with various local agencies, community groups, and
other interested stakeholders during the workshop
sessions. This extensive effore resulred in broad
participation and involvement of a diversity of
community groups and organizations throughout
the byway. The meeting notes are in the Appendix
— Public Involvement Tools and Notes.

» Meetings with the Conﬁ’demmi Tribes of the
Colvilly Reservation

Various representatives from the Confederated Tribes
of the Colville Reservation attended monthly
steering committee meetings during the plan
development process. In addition, a presentation
was made to the tribal council and several meetings
were held wich eribal staff on che reservarion wo
gather liput and comments on the plan.

»  Corvidor Management Plan Questionnaire

During, the wotkshop week in June 2004, atcenders
and others interested in the CMP process
completed questionnaires to help guide and inform
the planning process. A copy of this questionnaire
and a summary of responses s included in the
Appendix — Public Invelvement Tools and Notes.

s Community Open House

The consultant team and SC members participated
in six community open houss meetings during che

week of May 2, 2005. Prescneation boards with the
draft CMP elements and recommendations were
displayed ac the open house. Questionnaires and
comments were received during the open house
SES810NS,

Press Releases, News Articles, and Other Media
Chitredch

Press releases for both Byway Week and the open
houses were distributed to all the local media.
Vatious newspapers ran articles on the process.
Also, members of the swering committee
participared in the local news radio program “Open
Line” to build awareness about the byway and the
corridor planning process. Copies of the press
releases are in the Appendix — Public Involvement
Tools and Notes.

Byway Naming Process

‘The process of choosing a name for the byway was
based on invensive public involvement as described
below.
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Introduction

. .S'Pe;'ci.:zf Meetings and Presentations

Various members of the steering commirtee
participated and continue to participate in special
meetings and presentations related o byway
activitics. For example, multiple 5C members have
been involved in plans to renovate the exhibits at
Fort Okanogan State Park. Orther SC members have
provided presentations to local organizations such as
chambers of commerce, rotary clubs, and various
recreational groups.

What’s in a Name

A total of sevenreen names were idencified as
potential candidates for the name of the byway.
Out of these (listed below), the steering committee
chose five based on input received during public
meetings. These five {(sted 1n bold} were then
presented in local newspapers and the May 2005
open house series for further public input with the
intent to select a formal name for the byway.

1. Cariboo 1rail

e

Okanogan Heritage Scenic Byway

]

Okanogan Recreation
Stampede Trail

Okanogan Country Byway
Wagon Road

Okanogan Cariboo Trail

Sunny Okanogan Scenic Byway

pe] ] ~] G W s

Okanogan Scenic Byway

10. Three National Byway

11.  Three Nation Vacation Byway
12.  Okanogan Trail

13. Three Nation Crossing

14.  Okanogan River Way

15. OQlmnogan River Route

16, Okanogan-Columbia River Way
17.  Okanogan Trails

After the five names were chosen by the SC, the
process was open to the public for input ar the open

B AR L AT T S A
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house sessions. The vast majority of the public was
in agreernent that “Olkanogan” should be used in the
name. The name Ol{anngan 15 derived from a Salish
Indian word, “Ocanuckane,” meaning “rendezvous.”
Sometimes called “The Late Frontier,” the Okanogan
Va]ley saw habitation by Native Americans for
thousands of years, and belatedly compared to other
regions of the country, saw a succession of explorers,
prospectors, miners, trappers, Cattlemen, setclers,
loggers, farmers, missionaries and orchardists,
providing in every respect a colorful history which
catrics forward to the present day.

Each name that was presented to the public is
described in more detail below.

Okanogan Heritage Scenic Byway
Okanogan County (and Country) has a rich and
rugged history, dating back to the use of the river
and erail travelways by the native peoples who lived
and traw::led this area, to FU.T tl'appers, miners, ﬂl]d
people who herded sheep and cartle, to the early
settlers, We have several museums and centers that
highlight thav rich history along the byway. Even in
the early 1930s, this region and lower British
Columbia were known as popular places to recreate
and visit.

Okanogan Country Byway

This name takes its lead from the name given to the
area by the Okanogan County Tourism Council’s
tagline and theme for the area, “Okanogan Country
- Open for Adventure.”
pl‘OInOtCS e l'{':gi{.}ﬂ bEYOn(l thﬂ bedEl'S OF Ol(anogan
County. The name is already becoming
synonymous wich this arca, and ic would provide a
good tie and connection to ongoing tourism
promotion efforts.

Olc:mc»g:m Country

Okanogan Scenic Byway

This is the simplest approach to identifying the
byway with the Okanogan Region; the name
Okanagan in itself is as unique as the landscape and
its people.

OkanoganTrails

There are several historic trails within and leading to
the byway (e.g., Caribou Trail, Okanogan Trail,
Whiskey Trail and trails established by the native
peoples); existing trails that are associated with the
byway (e.g., Pacific Northwest Trail), and a system

Y T S T



of trails planned that connect the communities of
Okanogan Country to, and within the byway,
cventually incorporating the rivers as “water trails,”
and possibly the airports above the byway as che
Olcanogan Skyway.

Okanogan Trail

The Okanogan Trail was one of the names applied to
this historic route aleng the Okanogan River during
the Hudson’s Bay Fur Brigade ¢ra connecting Fort
Okanogan with the fur trading posts in present
northern Brivish Columbia.

During the open house series, the public and che
steering commitree voted for Okanogan Trails as the
preferred byway name.

Completing this CMP is
Only the Beginning

The completion of the Okanogan Trails Corrideor
Management Plan is only the first step toward
fueure planning and management of the byway. The
future of the byway planning and management
effores will evolve over time, but an important next
step will be the formarion of an expanded byway

organizacion to carry the vision, goals, and acrion
items forward.

¥ i .
Present- day and bistorical trails m.rpzrfd rf:rc' stgering committee and pub!;r' ‘o r/;ausr' r,{;;' name L M’mwgm: Trails. ™
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1d Goals
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Yision Statement * Leverage funding and resources through

The Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway will become a collaborarive planning and partnerships.
destination unto itself, providing visitors with * Promote and enhance existing visitor centers and
memorable historical and cultural experiences, while services all along the byway.

cnhancing and preserving the quality of life for . . D
8 P g the qualily * Build and strengthen cooperative relationships

between communities along the byway and increase
a sense of community pride through planned
programs and projects.

residents throughout the regian.

Goals and Objectives

* Strengthen community and agency partnerships _
* Broaden awareness of the need for preservation,

protection, and stew:trdship of unique and sensitive
byway tesources and intrinsic qualities (natural,
archeological, historical, scenic, recreational, and
cultural):

through collaborative programs and projects.

= Partner with other agencies working on regional
economic and markedng strategies (RC&D,
Canadian tourism organizations, chambers, tourism

council, and others).
L ] . - Natural environments and wildlife habitars
*  Coordinate and collaborate with the Confederated

Tribes of the Calville Reservation on all aspects of - Warerways
the plan and the byway's fucure. - Culrural heritage
* Ensure that the corridor management plan is - Rural farmlands, ranches, and orchards

consistent with and reinforces adopted community - Shrubs and trees that enhance the scenic quality

visions, plans, initiatives and programs through plan and natural accributes of the byway
<l o £s el

objectives and implementation strategics.

(Coordinate with ongoing and overlapping planning - Historic sectings and buildings
efforts.) »  Enhance management of byway resources and

* Develop reasonable and practical action items and intrinsic qualities, including the preservation and
assign responsibilitics for implementation. promotion of the byway's unique rural character and

visible remnants of frontier/pioncer heritage.

Tosrsiern will increase revenues at bocatlly-owned stores throughout the bywey
Conrtesy of Mike MeKee

it v v
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* Increase business, tax revenue, and jobs by .
enhancing tourism in areas along the byway thar
can adequately support increased visitation.

* Promote and manage tourisim in ways that
minimize impacts to citizens daily routines, .
traditional cultures, and rural lifestyles, as well as
impacts to sensitive natural resources,

* Promote year-round experiences of the byway to .
dispetse visitation and expand cconomic benefies
throughout :—l“ SE150N5.

* Encourage the use of scenic touring routes and .
alternate travel routes as a means for promoting
available resources and services in byway
comumunites, the rich history and the exquisite
scenery and recreational experiences of surrounding
regions (via loop routes that tie into the byway).
Achieving this goal will also help to reduce tourism
traffic congestion on the mainline (US 97).

= Increase safety and travel opportunities for the
diversity of byway travelers including Freight,
rourists, commuters, bicyclists, and pedestrians, and
balance the needs of chese users without

compromising the highways funcrion as a critical v
route for trade, commerce, and agriculeural
operations.

+ Provide places for byway travclers to stop, rest, and
experience the byways natural beauty, rich heritage, *
and modern day offerings (i.e., scenic overlooks,
interpretive waysides, pull offs, rest areas).

%
-
L ]

i*. b
This ald pawer station is located on the Similkameen River and should
fe preserved ag a historic interprevive opporbunity

2-2

VAT ST

Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway

Enhance views and vistas along the byway and the
character of the byway overall (through selective
removal of invasive pla_m:s, and developmem of
overlooks).

Maintain and enhance ways to offer citizens and
visitors immediate access to wilderness, while also
preserving and PIOTECting sensitive Fesources.

Tdentfy the byway on state, federal, and auto club
highway maps, leading to more tourism
opportunities.

Pursue National Scenic Byway designation
immediately following the development of the
corridor management plan.

Expand educational and interpretive opportunirics
for citizens and visitors thmugh interpretive exhibits
and guides, historical markers, and other programs
and projects.

Provide linkages and connections to community and
regional trails and support development of the
regional trail system. Provide interpretive
opportunities at trailheads and along trails,

Swengthen the characrer of and visitor experiences
related to gateway communities and disseminare
byway information to travelers in gateway
commumities and ar other recognizable locations.

Enharce visitors' traveling experience {(convenience,
comfort, safety, cte.) through the creation of
additional pull off areas, overlooks, tails, waffic
calming techniques, information and interpretive
CCMECrs, TEStOOMS/Test areas, recreation
improvements, and other services atd amenities.

Design and develop byway facilities, recreational
features, transportation safety and mobility
improvements, and other elements along the byway
using methods and materials thar enhance racher
than detract from scenic qualicies, views, and vistas
provided as part of the byway experience.

Build a cohesive “brand identiy,” creating a
distinctive characrer of signing, logos, brochures,
eic., for the O]mnngan Trails Scenic Byway,
blending with other marketing and branding
campaigns of the region, state and National Scenic
Byways Program.

T Rl T e ad e 0BV R e e e




* Develop byway specific promotional matertals
(driving tours, brochures, videos, etc.}

* Organizc ﬂl'ld. COHdLlCt regularly SPOI]SOI'Ed byway
events and celebracions and tic byway opportunities
into events and celebrations already planned and
held in the byway’s communities.

* Susrain an enthusiastic, active byway committee
over the long-term.

* Provide formal opportunities for ongoing public
participation.

Foster public interest, involvement, and “sense of
ownership” in the health, welfare and success of the

byway.

Ensure compliance with design guidelines (existing
and pmposed), and applicable outdoor advertising
and signing requircments.  Create byway-specific
design guidelines vo ensure that the visible roadside
elements along the byway maintain and enhance its
unique character, are of lasting quality, and
unobtrusive, blending in with the natural
nvironment,

. Jnhh Jm.ob Astor: fur' irndcw I:-ulil
‘Furt-OKahopan in -Scptemhcr 1811. The,
Beitish North Weel Catupany took pos’
seskfon In the War' of 1812, The Hudsen's
Doy Company ewned: 1hﬁ Fort from 1821
~ta 1860 Tt wae movid in the i830s i5.
the Culemble Rivern,
‘dlstnure mirks lha seond site. . Hcr

ity o
-rcum n;lB‘Iﬁ. The Bidssis: Bn_y Company.
&b onz-d Fur‘t Dk

Y ﬂagpula in_the!
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The existing f'ru 't ( mefrm overlook sr’mu/d be enhanced to pmmde

addditional amenities for byway trivelers.
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Introduction

The Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway has been parr of
an important wravel route for thousands of years.
Thousands of years ago, the first peoples lived and
migrated throughout the area and remain here roday
on their aboriginal lands. Since the 1800s,
generations of travelers have continued to rely on
this corridor. Explorers, trappers and fur rraders,
miners, cowboys, immigrant workers, settlers and
homesteaders came to the region, traveling by land
and by river. Some settled here for good. Today,
citizens, farmers, ranchers, Frcight—movers and
tourists travel the highway. Every mile of the
cortidor beacs testament to a rich, colorful past and a
promising futute,

As the byway weaves through the picturesque
Columbia and Okanogan river valleys, rravelers can
expericnce a variety of scenic, historic, cultural,
natural, and recreational opportunities. Many areas
remain untouched. Some arcas provide a window to
past ways of life with remants of the frontier

..".."‘ - N b T
Oémwgrm 1909 — some remants uf:/Je' “fate

Existing Conditions

L B A e e

scartered throughout the landscape and small towns
of the byway. Sweeping vistas of the rivers,
surrounding hillsides and mountains, rural
farmlands, ranches, and apple orchards, natural sage
and ponderosa pine covered Iandscapes, historic
towns, and centers of bustling commerce greet
travelers along this segment of the important
international route that extends from Canada wo
Mexico.

The byway threads through a mosaic of lands,
including homelands of the Confederated ‘Tribes of
the Colville Reservation, the Qkanogan National
Forest, lands managed by Okanogan County, the
State of Washington, and the federal Bureau of Land
Management, privately owned agricultural
operations, and various incorporated cities and
towns, From Pateros (o Oroville, and from the
Columbia River to TLake Osoyoos, these lands along
the byway give voice ro neatly every group of people
that helped mold the American West. Reminders of
the corridor’s role in the shaping of the West are siill
visible at every turn.

ERSREEIKL T
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History

Before westward expansion of the Unired States,
the (Jkanogan was home to the native peoples of
the Interior Salishan, who shared similar languages
and lifestyles within discrete tribes and bands.
The history of these aboriginal peoples is
interrwined with the landscape. For thousands of
years, native peoples of the Okanogan moved their
camps seasonally as they followed sources of food.
Geographical locations of villages and
encampments changed depending on the needs of
the people and living conditions. Moving from
summer to winter camps was a way of life. Tribes
moved from place to place to occupy fishing sites,
hunt for game, and harvest mative plants and
beorries. During these times, native peoples knew
no geographical boundaries, other than natural
boundaries established by some bands or tribes in
certain areas.

The isolation of the first peoples from European
influcnee was broken in the early 1800s, when the
first European and American explorers began to
arrive and che firse erading post was established on
the Columbia River. [n July 1811, David
Thompson, fur wader for the Norch West
Company, passed through the area. Traders of
Astor’s Pacific Fur Trading Company immediately
followed Thompson, arriving ac the confluence of
the Okanogan and Columbia rivers to establish
trading post in August 1811. The British North
West Company replaced the Pacific Fur Trading
Company during the War of 1812, and the first
Fort Okanogan was established near that site. The
British maintained conrtrol of the forr uneil 1846
and used it as a checkpeinr along the Hudson Bay
Fur Brigade, which came from Canada using the
Cariboo 'Irail through the Okanogan Valley. In
1820, Kettle Falls, an unportant native trading
center upriver, was occupied by the Hudson's Bay
Company.

Afrer the United States assumed control of
Washington Territory in 1846, [sasc Stevens, the
first governor of the territory, rode through the
Qkanogan to survey a potential alignment for a
transcontinental railroad Crossing the northern
states. During these decades in the eatly to mid
1800s, the constant flow of explarers, traders and
trappers through the area changed the trading
culture, dislocating the native peoples who had

The mighty Columbia River bas been a travel route far thousands of years.

controlled all inland trade up undl then. Native
peoples’ lives were changed forever with the influx of
Forcign traders, and later missionaries, miners,
settlers and homesteaders in the mid to late 1800s,

In late 1854, Governor Stevens was directed by the
US government and the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs to negotiate with the tribes of the region
particularly in the vicinity of white settlements,
toward extinguishment of the Indian claims to the
lands and the concentration of tribes and ﬁ'agments
of tribes on a few reservations naturally suited to the
requirement of the Indians, and located, so far as
practicable, so as noc to interfere with the settlement
of the country.”

[n 1854, Stevens presided over the Walla Walla
Council, a five-day gathering of the tribes of the
Northwest, with nearly every tribe from present-day
castern Washington participating so that each tibal
leader could mark and claim specific boundaries for
the individual rribes or bands. Subscquently,
treatics were negotiated in 1835 with the intent 1o
divide up and designare land for the tribes withourt
the need for sale or payment to them. The
indigenous peoples who would later become the
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation were
not overlooked. In a December 22, 1855 letter to
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Governor
Stevens told of meeting some Indians, as he had
promised during the Yakama Treary negoriations,
but “they did not sign a wreaty although they
pledged to take no part in the Yakama War thar
broke cut that year.”

From 1859 unal 1865, the federal government
allowed the tribes of North Central Washington to




live without a treaty or an “Indian Agent” to oversce
them. This changed in 1863, when Gieorge Parge
was sent as the first Indian Agent. He traveled and
visited tribes through 1868 and made periodic
reports to the government. Based on these reports,

which indicated that tensions were increasing
between settlers moving in to establish claims on
aboriginal lands of the region and the native peoples
living throughout the arca, the government took
steps to establish a reservadion. In 1872, a
reservation was established by Presidential Executive
Order of Ulysses S. Grant for the tribes of this
region. This first reservation had different
boundaries than today’s reservation. It covered
several million acres of diverse lands incdluding rivers,
streams, timbered forests, grass Jands, minerals,
pl:mts and animals. Aboriginal tribes of the
Methow, Okanogan, San Poil, Lakes, Colvilles,
Kalispels, Spokane, Palus, Coeur d’Alene, and other
scaticred bands who had not been part of any
previous treaty were confined to the Colville Indian
Reservation, as it was called then, Less than a
month afrer the first reservation was established,
another Presidential Executive Order moved the
reservation to its present location and diminished its
In 1883, three
years after their own reservation lands had been
established, the Chicf Moses bands consisting of the
Columbia, Chelan, Entar, and Wenatchi agreed to
move to the Colville Indian Reservarion.

size to less than chree million acres.

In 1885, Chief Moses invited Chief Joseph and his
band of the Nez Pearce to live on the Colville Indian
Reservation. Joseph and his people were never
allowed to return to their former homeland in the
Oregon “lerritory after their famous flight in 1877
Joseph died at Nespelem in 1904. The US
government removed large portions of the
reservation from tibal ownership and opened these
areas (the North Half and South Half) to sertlement
and homesteading in the 18905 and carly 1900s.
Eventually in 1956, fifty years later, 800,000 acres
were returned to the Colville Confederated Tribes in
recognition of the federal government’s past failed
policies.

Today, rwelve aboriginal tribes (known as the
Colville, Nespelem, San Poil, Lake, Palus, Wenatchi,
Chelan, Entiat, Methow, southern Okanogan,

Moses Columbiza, and Chief Joseph’s Band) maik
more than a century and a quarter of their survival

on teservation lands that were originally twice as
large as they are now. The Confederated Tribes of
the Colville Rescrvation currently manage 1.4
million acres of lands in North Cenrral Washington,
some of which are not owned by the tribes bur held
in trust. ‘The Colville Confederated Tribes operate as
a sovereign nation, striving to protect and enhance
the qualify of life for tribal members.

In the frontier era of the mid to late 18005, miners,
settlers, and ranchers made their way up the
Columbia and Okanogan rivers in scarch of riches.
One of the first non-native permanent residents of
the Okanogan Valley was Hiram Francis (Okanogan)
Smith, who established a ranch berween 1856 and
1860 and planted the valley's first apple orchard.
His cattle went north on the Cariboo Trail to feed
hungry miners in the boom towns around the Fraser
River. In the Okanogan, the mining boom towns of
Ruby, Conconully, and Loomis sprang up after che
federal government reclaimed the Moses-Columbia
Reservation and opened the lands for public use.
Ruby was abandoned after the silver panic of 1893.

1893 also marked the beginning of surveying newly
established Okanogan County, in the new state of
Washington, enabling homesteaders to claim plots of
land. Agriculture in the Okanogan exploded after
latge portions of the Colville Indian Reservatuon

WCIe OPC‘:I]E([ by t]'le I.JS govel'm‘nen[ for .SI:L'E]C['[']{:[“:
and homesteading. Irrigation was undertaken by the
US Reclamation Service (today’s Bureau of Land
Reclamation, which buile the Conconully Dam).

s

Flinies are still eviddens today near Loomis,

Curtesy of the Qleanagan County Histarieal Society
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In 1914, regular raiiroad service running from
Oroville to Wenatchee ended the early frontier days
of the Oi{anugan. It was hailed by local newspapers
as a “new era for the Okanogan Va]ley,” The
Okanogan became more connected to the outside
world, as travel by rail, highway, and zir advanced.
The communities of this valley, like many other
areas throughour America, endured through the tweo
world wars and the Great Depression. The modern
agricultural industry, the construction of the third
largest concrete struccure in the world, the Grand
Coulee Dam, tourisin, and US 97's importance as an
international travel route have shaped the region to
its present geography. An historical timeline of
events that occurred throughout Okanogan County
is shown at the end of this section.

Climate

The Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway region is
influenced by unique and diverse climatic
conditions. The region experiences all four scasons,
with year-round climate changes rypical of spring,
summer, fall and winter conditions of the northern
inland US. Moisture-laden winds from the Pacific
Ocean are caught by the Cascades, leaving the
astern slopes sunny and dry. Occasionally, arceic
winds from the north will descend into the region,
dropping winter temperaturcs. The surrounding
mountainous areas typically reccive abour 18 inches
of precipitation a year, and the passes are free
enough from snow pack to be open from April o
November.

34 Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway

Temperatures on the valley plains can reach over 100
degrees Fahrenheit in summer. In winter, when the
lowlands are impacted by arctic winds sweeping
down from Canada, temperatures can dip as low as
minus 30 degrees £ Precipiration is scarce in the
lowlands, typically measuring about 10 to 14 inches
a year in the main river valley, with somc interior
areas receiving even less. The warmest days usually
occur in July and August, with remperacures in the
90s. The semi-arid climace of the valley and
surrounding slopes contributes to a rich shrub

Steppe ecosystem that supports a wide variery of
wildlife.

Geology and Physiographic

Characteristics

The broad Dl{anogan Va[ley stretches from the head
of the Okanogan River in Canada to the confluence
of the Okanogan and Columbia rivers, following the
tiver's route, as it carves its way south between the
Cascades and the Rockics.

The geology and geomorphology of the region have
been influenced hy the Cascade Range, Northern
Rockies, and Columbia Plateau systems that border
it on the west, east, and south sides. Geologists
believe chae the Ok‘anog&n Highlands, east of the
VaHCy, WEEe f‘or[llﬂd Whtn th('. Ol{anogan Sllb—
continent glided into the North American plate
abour 100 mullion years ago, and the North
Cascades, west of the river, were the resufe of the
North Cascades sub-condinent joining the Norrh
American Plate 50 million years ago. As che edpe of
the MNorth Cascades sub-continent was foreed under
the North American Plate, the tremendous pressure
of the sub-continent’s subduction melted its edge to
produce magma. This magma hardened to form the
Goldenhorn Batholith, which, after millennia of
crosion, has created che granite pea.l{s of the
Cascades.
erosion,

Glaciers were the main source of this

During the Quaternary Period, glaciers sculpted
landscapes below 5,000 feet, covering areas with
glacial drifv and fluviolacuserine sediments. The
Okanogan lobe of the Wisconsinian glaciers left its
matk in the hanging valleys, cirques, and sharp
ridges chac mark the Okanogan Highlands. Tt also
deposited a thick layer of glacial tll over the floor of
the valley, which, combined with ash from an early
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The g.ml'og"y qf the Okmwgmz Is tru[_y anigue.
Cotreesy af Mike MceKee

volcanic explnsion of Glacier Peak, has formed the
fertile soil of the region. Small alpine glaciers
continue to be active at highcr elevations of the
region. Cuascade volcanoes, more active during the
Pleistocene and into the Holocene periods, continue
to be active in present times. Deposits of volcanic
ash from previous eruptions arc widely found
throughout the area. Due to glacial activity, rock
outcrops were exposed in many areas and formed a
complex pactern wirth materials deposited by
glaciadon. Much of the bedrock has been weathered
to shallow soils in areas outside the Va]]ey floars,
resulting in dramatic rock formatdons that enhance
scenic qualities along the byway.

The Okanogan valley represents a northern
extension of the western American deserts and serves
as an important interior link berween the arid
regions of Washington and British Columbia. When
the Wisconsinian glaciers retreated about 11,000
years ago, the broad, terraced valley was revealed.
The valley was lined with fertile benchlands and
intersecred by a nerwork of small streams char
drained into a series of large Okanogan lakes. Given

the topography and geology of the broad, flat
Okanogan River valley, it is likely rthat the river once
meandered across the valley, forming an extensive
mosaic of ripatian habitats supporting a diversity of
species.

The Okanogan River is an essential artery to the
Columbia Basin, supporting extensive populations of
vegetation, fish and wildlife within the Columbia-
Cascade eco-province, This subbasin supports
important contiguous habitats across the US-Canada
border and surrounding the riparian/wetland river
corridor that connect to other semi-arid and arid
vegetative zones and landscapes to the south,
including the Greac Basin, Sonoran, Mohave, and
Chihuahaun deserrs.

The complex habitats within the Okanogan corridor
provide migration paths for wildlife and fish,
including pine forests, shrub steppe, riparian, and
herbacecous wedand communities and the rugged
terrains comprised of cliffs, caves, and talus slopes.
All of these habirats support a large number of fish,
birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians, including
several sensitive, threatened, and endangered specics.
The combination of semt-arid/and climartic
condittons with hot summers and mild o cold
winters and che complex physiography of the region
supports a wide array of ecological communities.

Elevations generally range from 1,500 feet to over
5,000 feet in areas above the valley floor. Elevations
of the valley floor range from 920 feet at the
international boundary to abour 780 feer ar Lake
Pateros. Lake Osoyoos covers the northernmost four
miles of the valley floor in the US, extendi ng several
miles into Canada. As the largest county in
Washington, Okanogan covers 3,281 square miles
encompassing mountains, lowlands, marshes,
praivies, scrubland, and desers.

Hydrology

The most significant hydrologic features of the valley
and surrounding high]arlds are the rivers and
streamns that drain into the Okanogan and Columbia
basins. The Okanogan Subbasin is part of the
overall Columbia Basin and enters the Colimbia
River between Wells and Chief Joseph Dams near
Brewster. The subbasin is the third largest of the
Columbia River Basin's 20 major subbasins, covering
approximatcly 3,723,010 acres including areas in

L
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The rivers have always been fnpareans ro the region.

Conrtesy of ehe Obanugan Couney HHistorical Sociery

the US and Canada. Subwatersheds of the region
include Chiliwist, Summit, Trail, Bonaparte, and
Tallant. Numerous creeles, lakes and rivers are
included in the drail‘mgc—: system, including the
Similkameen River, Sinlahekin Creek, Spectacle
Lalke, Palimer Lake, and Omak Lake to name a few.
There are hundreds of high lakes in the region that
can be hiked into. Well-known Rainey Lake off the
North Cascades Highway (pare of the Cascade Loop
that adjoins Okanogan Trails) provides a paved trail
that 1s ADA accessible.

The broader region surrounding the byway,
encompassing the Okanogan Subbasin, contains over
200 mountain lakes, 400 lowland lakes, and over
200 water and wildlife access areas. The region also
contains over 310 miles of rivers. Water is an
important resource, :Lmenity, and attraction for the

Ol{anogﬂn Trails Scenic Byway.

In spite of the abundant surrounding rivers and
lakes, the Okanogan is a dry farming area,
experiencing low annual rainfall, and consequently
relying on irrigation for much of iws agriculture. The
Okanogan watershed contains approximately 40,000
acres of ireigated areas in che US. 20 dams were
constructed within the US portion of the Okanogan
Subbasin between 1910 and 1986, including the
Concenully and Enlee dams. Wells Dam,
downstream several miles from the Okanogan-
Columbia confluence was completed in 1964,
Grand Coulee Dam, located oucside the area but
part of the experience of the adjoining Coulee
Corridor National Scenic Byway, is the largest
concrete structure 1n the US and a major tourise
attraction of the broader region.
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Vegetation

The Okanogan region is comprised of many complex
ecosystems, from semi-arid plains and alpine rtundra,
to riparian and wetland habitats along rtivers, sureams
and lakes and forested uplands in the surrounding
mountains. The region’s topographic and ecological
diversity creates important niche opportunities for
various plant life. Some of the trees rypically found
in the area include lodgepole, whitebark and
Ponderosa pine, Douglas fir, Engelmann spruce,
birch, willow, alder, aspen, cottonwood, and western
larch. A “Big Tree Botanical Area” has been
established in the Okanogan National Forest to
provide opportunities to monitor large specimens of
larch trees.

The plains and open, shrub steppe terrain of the
region are dominated by three-tip and big
sagebrush, bicterbrush, bunchgrass, wheatgrass,
Idaho fescue, and understory forbs, as well as
Cryptogam soil crusts. Grasslands also support a
variety of bunchgrasses and forbs.

Heacher pacches, containing pink, yellow, four-
angled, Marten'’s, and crowberry mountain heather
are found throughout lowland meadows of the valley
floor. These meadows are also home to many speeics
OE WildﬂDWerS, {:E]'I'IS, I!.'I]d grﬂSSES, Fl'DlT'l t.hf: rOSf_'.y
pussytoes to Kruckeberg’s swordfern. Many species
of wildflowers grow throughout the shrub steppe
and forested uplands as well, and wildflower
watching is ot of the most popular recreational
activities in the area. Various species of mushrooms
spring up from decaying plant matter and burned
areas in the surrounding forests and mountains.
Unwanted invaders such as the musk chisce, purple
loosestrife, Dalmatian toadflax, and knapweed have
also entered the area, creadng difficule challenges for
land managers.

Agriculturally, the area supports a mixture of
Ct()plar]ds, Orchﬂrds, Vi[']eyﬂrds, pﬂsl‘.ll]‘es, ‘;-lnd
grﬂsslﬂnds aﬂd rangelands il'lﬂuf‘_ncﬂd by gl‘azing and
livestock migration. Various feld crops, rotation hay
and pasture, imprcwed hayland, and summer fallow
areas exist throughout the river valleys. Vegeebles,
berrics and nuts are also grown. Some timber
production in surrounding areas is managed by the

USDA Forest Service and the Washington




Deparement of Natural Resources, but forest
productivity is limited due to the arid climate and
relatively shore growing season at higher elevations.

Fish and Wildlife

The lands and waters that arc part of the Okanogan
Trails Scenic Byway region support a great
abundance and diversity of wildlife and aquatic
species. Some animals can be spotted frequently
throughout the area, while glimpses of others can be
a rare treat. Many wildlife species found in this
region are seldom seen in other parts of the counry.
The Okanogan region is home to the largest lynx
population in the lower 48 states {found mostly in
high-clevation lodgepole pine forests). There are
alse abundant cougar, black bear, mule deer, and
marten populations. Griezly bear, wolverines,
wolves, fishers, moose, and other species are rarely
seen, but sometimes pass though the arca. Other
species including big—]wrn sheep, mountain goats,
white-tail deer, marmots, hares, and various small
matmmals also exist in the area.

The variety of habitats in the Okanogan region
support 2 wide array of birds. Birds of prey such as
the golden eag[e and the bald eagle have nesting
populations, as do ospreys, kestrels, snowy owl, and
many other hawks and owls. Birds such as the
spruce grouse, prarmigan, white pr.-:lican, boblinls,
and northern warerchrush alse can be viewed in rhe
area, Orthers include the mountain bluebird,
meadowlark, Lazuli bunting, canyon wren, and
prairie falcon. Many other types of warer and shore
birds are found in the area including ducks, geese,
100“5, El.l'ld 0['1'1(3['5.

The rivers, crecks and lakes are home to a diversity of
fish and aquatic species. The area’s rivers are home to
Cobo, Sockeye, and Chinook salmon. The upper
Columbia strain of steclhead oceurs in both the
Okanogan and Methow rivers. Current efforts are
underway to rebuild che spring Chinook salmon,
bull aouc and steelhead runs, all of which are
federally listed species. Hundreds of backcountry
lakes provide habitar (and incredible fishing
opportunities) for rainbow trour, cutthroat trout,
and even golden trout in a few select lakes. Lower-
elevation lakes and rivers support rainbow trout,
largemouth and smallmouth bass, and other species.

Ve A Bt e B g T L

Wildlife is abundant in the region,
Caurtesy of Mike McKee

Many other species of fish, reptiles, amphibians,
birds, mammals, and other wildlife exist throughout
the area, 100 numerous to list. The above
descriptions provide a summary. Spring and fall
migrations mazke wildlife viewing in the arca both
interesting and chal]enging. There are many
opportunities to view wildlife on public lands and
waterways throughout the byway region. Some of
these arcas are shown on the Intrinsic Qualities Map
in Section 4 and the Recreation/River Access Sites
Map in Section 5.

Highway and Transportation
Conditions

This is a river grade route along part of the
Columbia River and the Ol{anogan River valley.
The Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway travels 83 milcs
aleng US Highway 97 beginning in Pateros,
Washington and ending at the U.S./Canadian
border, about four miles norch of Oroville,
Washingron. US Highway 97 is a2 major north-
south highway in California, Oregon, and
Washington. US 97 bt:gins in Weed, California and
ends at the Canadian border. Ar the border, US 97
changes to British Columbia Provincial Highway 97,
which is the longest continuously numbered
highway in the Province.

US 97 is 2 major regional and internarional corridor
tor tourism and recreacion, and it is classified by the
WSEDOT as a sweategic freighc corridor. It connects
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the people and markets of castern British Columbia
with Washington’s North Central Region and the
east-west corridors of SR 20, SR 155, US 2, and I-
90.

Most of this section of US 97 has a posted speed of
60 MPH except where it passes through
communities. The majority of the US 97 is two-
lanes, each 12 feer in width. Shoulder width along
US 97 varies from 5 feet to 8 feet. A few places
along US 97 have a center turn lane including US
Y7 through Pateros, Brewster, north Omak,
Tonasket, and Oroville. According to the Okanogan
County Transportation Element of the
Comprehensive Plan, U5 97 is in sound and
reasonably good condition.

Refer to Secilon 5, Transporeation Analysis and
Recommendations for more derailed information on
the highway and transportation conditions.

Land Use, Demographics,

and the Regional Economy

Land Use

Okanogan County is the largest county in the state
of Washington, in terms of land size, at 5,281 square
miles. Thete are seven incorporated towns and cities
along the Okanogan Trauils Scenic Byway, including
Pateros, Brewster, Okanogan, Omak, Riverside,
Tonasker, and Oroville, as well as unincorporated
communities such as Malotr and Monse. According
to the Okanogan County Transportation Element,
the bulk of Okanogan Counrty’s land (70 percent) is
classified as natural resource lands, This includes
land in the Qkanogan Nadional Forest, Confederated
Tribes of the Colville lands (700,000 acres), state
and other federal land (Bureau of Land
Management, Bureau of Reclamation, US Fish and
Wildlife), and private land. 20 percent of land in
the county is ﬂgriuultuml lands. The remaining 5
percent of land in the county is developed, mostly in
the 13 incorporated towns in the county. Local
jurisdictions, including the county and cities along
the byway, manage land use and development
through comprehensive planning and zoning
tequirctnents.  Natural resource management is part
of the comprehensive plan development for the local
jurisdictions, as well as state and federal jurisdictions
of the area.
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A significant portion of the byway traverses the
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Rescrvation.
Reservation lands are being managed within fifteen
resource management units further stracified into
watershed management units. The Colville
Confederated Tribes lands include private and tribal-
owned properties with diverse natural resources,
standing ctimber, streams, rivers, lakes, minerals,
varied terrain, native plancs and wildlife. The rribes
manage their lands through adopred resource
management and land use plans and policics
adopted by their sovereign government.

Demographics

The 2000 US Census popularion of Okanogan
County was approximately 39,564, with 60 percent
of the population living in unincorporated areas.
Table 3.1 shows population for each community
along the byway according to the US Census
Bureau,

Community Population (2000)
Pateras 659

Brewster 2,179

Malott 562

Okanogan 2,498

Omak 4,600

Riverside 349

Tonasker 986

Oroville 1,638

The population of Okanogan County has risen at
the average rate of 1.4 percent overall annually since
1970, Population density {persons per square mile}
was 7.54 in Okanogan compared ro an average of
89.74 in Washington State.

On the Confederared Tribes of the Colville
Reservation, tribal members make up approximately
61 percent of the total populadon of over 8,000
residents within the reservation boundaries.
Enrollment in the Colville Confederate ‘Itibes overall
includes over 9,065 descendants of the 12 aboriginal
tribes.




Regional Economy

Okanogan County’s natural resource based economy
has remained remarleably constant since the area was
settded in the mid to late 1800s.
sertlement, native peoples made their living through
fishing, trapping, hunting, and gathering plant
foods, medicines, and macerials from the land. After
the early settlers arrived trading and comuncrce,
mining, farming, logging, and ranching became the
focus of the regional economy.

Even before

With the construction of the jrrigation systems and
dams in the region, im:luding the Grand Coulee,
Wells, and Chief ]Usuph dams, the area was able to
support broader agricultural opportunities. Today,
the county still has a large farming community as
well as the largest ranching comununity in the state.
Today'’s fruit crops include mostly apples, pears,
cherries, and peaches. The National Agriculrural
Statistics Service ranks Okanogan County chird in
apple producrion in the state and number one in
cattle production. The county is also one of the rop
hay pruducing regions in the state. There are 1,270
farms in Okanogan County, totaling 1.8 million
Acres,

Agriculture is the largest industry based on
employment in the county, and local government is
the second largest employment sector. Other wop
employment sectors include erade {(fruit packaging,
retail, and wholesale trade) and services (healch and
membership erganizations).

According to the "Qkanogan County Profile”
developed by the Labor Market and Fconomic
Analysis Branch of the Employment Security
Deparement in 2002, the biggest growth in the
county will occur in the services, finance, and
government sectors by 2010. The report also states
that employment based on services rather than
goods producrion will increase over the next several
years. The region has been experiencing a general
decline in the agriculuural industry over the last
several years. Agriculeuralists are starting to diversify
e counteract this rend. Winerles, fruit stands,
changes in crops grown, and organic farming and
ranching are all examples of recent changes some
agriculturalists are implementing to adapt to the
changing marker and economic conditions. Even

Agricultiere Is the largest eeonontic base in the regran,

with these shifts in focus, analysts [Jredict that
apples and cherries will continue to be an Important
part of the county’s economy.

Omalc s the regional Jeader in services and trade
while Okanogan, the county seat, is the leader in
government employment. The Colville
Confederated Tribes is also a major employer in the
county.

The Influence of Tourism

The Okanogan region attracrs visitors from all over
the world, with most coming from the Puget Sound
region. The tourism industry is a major contributor
to the region’s economy, growing at a steady pace.
The US portion of the Okanagan Valley benefits
economically from its proximity to the Canadian
Okanagan, known as 1 major vacation destination
thar ateracts Canadians, as well as visitors from the
US and other countries. As the growth of major
metropolitan areas in the Pacific Northwest
continues and families and retirees seek more leisure
and relaxation time, tourism in the Okanogan will
continue to increase.

Visitors and residents of the area enjoy the abundant
year-round recreational activities including hiking,
river rafting, mountain biking, fishing, bird and
other wildlife watching, camping, horsebacle riding,
hunting, snowmobiling, cross country and alpine
skiing, snowshoeing and sailing and kayaking,
Cultural and historical events and activities
illcluding agricultura] tourism, museums, festivals,
rodeos, the dams, back road touring and
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photography also draw visitors and residents and
contribute to the region’s economy.

National Visitor Use Surveys conducred in the
Okanogan National Forest during the year 2000
provide an insight into the acuvitics people most
often participate in. Overall, 389,939 people visited
the national forest in 2000, and the survey showed
thar primary recreation activirics included:

* Viewing Wildlife/Nature 35 percent
* Driving for Pleasure 29 percent

* Cross-Country Skiing 14 percetic

» General Relaxation 7 percent

*  Hiking/Walking 8 percent

* Developed Camping 9 percent

There are more day hikers than overnight hikers and
an increase in winter activitics such as snowmobiling
and cross country skiing. According to the scudy,
the majority of the visitors were from the Puget
Sound region.

A 2004 report to the Associaton of Washingron
Cities by Roger Brooks, Destination Development,
documented the “Top Ten Tourism Trends of the
Aughts” (2000-2010}. This research and other
recent studies Indicare several intercsting trends chat
should continue to encourape byway travel and
tourism in the Qkanogan region.

I The “Great American Road ‘lrip” is back. (Travel by
RVs and other touring vehicles — including the
family automobile — is growing more than 30
percent annuaily; fascination with history, culture,
genealogy, and education is influencing family wip
decision making.)

2 “Cheaper is Chicer” and last minute trips are now
the norm rather than the exception. (lravelers are
booking deals closer to their time of departure and
more Americans are using discount travel services
over die Ineernet)

3 More people are using the Internet than ever before
to make travel plans. (68 percent of all households
have immediate access to the Interner and 94
pereent of these people use the Internet as their
primary travel resource.)

T T T e
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Lhe "Great American Road Trip” is back!
Cutertesy uf e Ol‘dnvgzm Cannry Historical Seciety

4 CGirandparents prefer tradidonal lodging over staying
with family. (Ambiance and amenities are critical
and comfort is more important than money.)

5 Adventure travel is up — “cushy” adventure that is.

r 13

6 Convenicnce, comfort, and cose: the "Three '
reign supreme in business eravel.

7 Critical mass and “epen air shopping” are now the
most impottant cetment of successful tourism
programs. {This includes councy fairs, rodcos,
farmers markets, and outdoor events.)

8 Actvities are now far more importane than scenery.
(Visitors want things to do, not just things o look
aty experiental learning is key.)

9 Branding and wayfinding are the keywords of the
aughts. (TFocus on whart is unique and memaorable
about your destination.)

10 Preduct development is the key to 2 successful
brand. {Capital projects are more important than
marketing, and tourism is the number one
diversification strategy for communities losing other
primary industries such as agricuiture, mining,
timber, fishing, etc..)

For more information about tourism trends and
stacistics and recommendartions related o marketing
and promeoting the byway, refer to Section 0.
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Conditions 'y

Historic Timeline
First Peoples: The Sinkaietks, Methows, and Nespelems/Sanpoils along with some Northern Ckanogans inhabited much of what
is Olanogan County today.

1811 David Thompsan of the North West Cornpany reaches the mouth of the Okanogan River while canceing down the
Columbia Riverto Astoria, Oregon.

1811 David Thompson ofthe MNorth Wast Company stops at a large permanent IndianVillage at the mouth cof the Methow
River, now the City of Pateraos.

1811 [avid Stuart is the first Euro-Arnerican to explore up the Ckanogan Valley into Canada,

181t Astor's Pacific Fur Company establishes a trading post at the confluence of the Okanogan and Columbia rivers. This
was the: first white settlernent in the State of Washington under the American flag,

(812  Alesander Ross first trader slong the "Okanogan Trail” from Fort Okanogan into Canada.

1813  AlexanderRoss explores the Similkameen RiverValley.

1813  The Pactic Fur Company turns over Fort Olanagan site to NorthWest Company duringWar of 1817 in case the British
were viCtonous,

1816 The Canadian North'West Company builds Fort Chkanogan near the original trading post.

1821 The North West Company merges with the Hudson's Bay Cormpany,

1822  Thefurtrading route from Fort 5t James in British Columbia to | ort Ckanogan becomes known as the Hudson's Bay
Brigade Trail or simply the Brigade Trail,

1835  Fort Ckanogan meves across the flat from the Okanogan to the Celumbia River,

1847  The last Hudson's Bay Campany fur brigade follows the Brigade Trail,

1858  Goldis discovered onthe upper Frazier River Caritoo Mining [istrict,

1858  Hostilities between Coenur d'Alene, Spokane and Palus iribes and miners in the area intensify,

1858  First commercial orchard planted on Lake Oseyoos by Hiram " Ckanogan” Smith.

1859  Goldis discoverad at Rich Bar on the Simnilkameen River:

1859  Joel Palmer constructed a freight wagon road up to the Okanagan Valley into Canadian Cariboa mining district.

1860s  Thousands of head of beef are driven up the Okanagan Valley to the Frazier River mining camps. The route became
known as the Cariboo Cattle trail or simply the Cariboo Trail,

1861  Surveying of the 49th parallel (boundary betweaen Canada and the US is completed,

1871 Silverdiscovered inthe Similkameen RiverValley,

1872 Colville Reservaticn established by executive arder of President Ulysses S, Grant; original eastern boundary was latcr
shifted west to the middle of the reservation excluding prime agricultural land.

877 — 1885
ChietJoseph led Nez Perce (NF) flight from present day Wallowa, Oregon; after surrendering, the Joseph Band of the
MP was first incarcerated at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas and later settled in Oklahoma, but then eventually sent to the
Coolvlle indian Reservation in | 885,

1879  Columbia (Maoses) Reservation established by executive order of President Rutherford Hayes,

1880  Columbia Reservation expands to north shore of Lake Chelan,

1883 |5 mile strip removed from the north side of the Columbia Reservation,
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1884  Federal government reclaims previously allotted reservation lands frorm the Moses-Columbia tribes and opens the area
for public domain/homesteading in | 886,

1885 St Mary's Mission, including a boarding school,is cpened near Gmiak Creek by French Jesuit Father Etienne de Rouge;
log cabin was constructed in 1889,

18§86  Mining camps of Ruby, Conconully, Loup Loup, Gelden, Squaw Creek and Loomis are started.

886 Silver discovered in the Salmaon Creek and Sinlahekin River valleys,

1887  [awesAct authorizes the divisicn of tribal lands into individual allotrierits ranging from 40 to |60 acres and non-allotted
lands to be sald, resulting in the winnowing of reservation acreape from | 36 million acres (1887 to 73 acres (191 1),
Colville Tribes took very faw allotrerits,

{887  Ulrich Fries one of the first homesteaders 1o settle in the lower OkanoganValley.

1888  Okanogan Caunty is formed from part of Stevens Countly,with the appointed county officials meeting in Ruby.

1888  The"City of Ellensburgh” is the first steamship to corne up the Okanagan River (about six miles).

1888  First steamship arrives at ves Landing {now Fateros) at the conlluence of Methow & Columbiz rivers.

{888  First stcarnship arrives at Brewster Landing, <Bruster?>

1888  Plat filed for theTown of Loup Loup.

1BBE  Chanogan County voters glect to move the County seat to Conconully.

1889  Plat filed for the Town of Conconully

1890 tederal day school opens in Nespelem, but chiefs |oseph and Moses discouraged parents from sending their childran to
it:the two leaders argued for a boarding school because long distances and lirnited transportation hindered the efficiency
afa day school,

1890 A poorly situated federal boarding schoo! for Okanagans is opened, but burnsto the ground seven years later,

1890  Flatfiled forthe Town of Buby,

1891  CoNvilleTribes ceded northern hail of their reservation for $ 1.5 million, although actual payrment is not approved until
906,

1821  First steamship arrives at Riverside Landing,

1892  Federal government restores MNorth | falf of previously allotred Colville Indian Reservation to public domain.

1892 Platfiled for the Town of Swansea,

(892  Plat filed for theTown of Oro.

1823 Plat filed for theTown ofVirginia City.

1893  Price of silver drops dramatically, towns of Ruby and Loup Loup are abandoned.

1896  Federal government reclaims previously allotted North Half of Colville Indian Reservation and opens the lands to mining
claims.

1896 Plat fled forthe Town of Brewster,

1898  Federal government reclaims previously allotted South Half of Colville Indian Reservation and opens lands to mining claime.

1899 Chelan County is formed from part of Cancgan County and part of ittitas County.

1900 Federal government opens previcusly allotted North Half of Calville Indian Reservation to homesteading,
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1900

Actelephone line was completed from Spokane 1o Pateros and Brewster Angther came from Rock Creek, BC down
through Chesaw, Molson, Oroville, Loarmis, Concanully and Malott, ending at Brewster. A branch line went to Riverside.
The only switchboard and maintenance service was in Laomis,

1900 Plat filed for the Town of Paleros.

1900 Plat filec for the Town of Chesaw.

1901 First sheep arrive in the OlkanoganValley.

1902 Plat filed for the Town of Riverside,

1903 Curtis sheep slaughter - range war narrowly averted.

1903 Cobville Indian Agent Major Albert M.Anderson is rermnoved from office after the disclosure of several financial misdesds,
incfuding forging names on an annuity payment and keeping the money.

1203 lrank Matsura, Japanese pholographer arrives in Concocully.

1904  Chief Joseph dies,

(904  Plat filed for the Town of Alma.

(904 Plat filed forthe Town of North Alma,

1905 Mclaughlin Agreement afferms LIS government’s £ 1.5 million payment for the cession of the northern half of the Calville
Reservation, but it still takes several years to dispense various allotmenits,

1905  Plat filad for the Town of Molson.

1905 State Road 10 from Pateros to Riverside established byWashington State Legislature,

1905 US Reclamation Service approves the Ckanogan Irigation project for construction.

1905 The flirst draw bridge 1o span the Clanogan River is completed at Riverside.

1905 Plat fled forthe Town of Nighthawk.

1206 Six day schools open (four on the Colville Reservation and two on Lhe Spokane Reservation) halping 1o boost overall
attendance on the reservation and make the rate of school attendance higher than the average at reservation schools
nationwide.

1906 Platfiled for the Town of Oroville.

1906 Spokane Falls and Northern Raibway comes from Curlew to Molson - line abandoned in 1935,

1907 State Road 10 from Riverside to the Canadian Border established by Washington State Legislature,

1907 Alma and North Alma combined and the name changed to Ckanogan,

1907 Plat fled for the Town of Omak.

1907 Spokane Falls and Northern Railway comes to Oroville from Melson - line abandored in 1331,

1907 Annual fairs were beld in Riverside from 1207 to | 916, Annual fairs were held in Chesaw from 1909 to 1914 Annual
fairs were held at Qroville from 1923 until the | 2405 then the site maoved to Ckanogan,

1908 State Road 10 bridge built zcross Methow River at lves Landing (Pateros).

1908  First automobile arrives in the OkanoganValley,

1909 Platfiled for the Town of Malott,

1910 The Cenconully Darn and rmain distribution canals for the Okanogan Irrigalion Project are cormpleted.

1210 The steel"High Bridge" is completed at Okanagan.

1910 Platfiled for the Town of Tonasket,
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1911 Nine day schools now open (six on the Colville Reservation and three on the Spokane Reservation).

1911 Astes| draw bridae is constructed at Omak,

1911 Okanogan National Forest fermed from Chelan National Forest land in Ckanogan County; headquarters in Okancgan,

1912 Great Northern Railway begins construction in the OkanoganValiey

1912 Road connecting Okanogan and Omak build at river level around Shelt Rack Point.

1912 Platfiled for the Town of Loomis.

1912 Plat filed for theTown of Ellisforde.

1913 Colville Agency headquarters moves from Fort Spokane to Nespelam.

1913 Rail freight and passenger service between Pateros and Oroville hegins.

1914 Okanogan wins the vote to become the County seat.

1915 Draw bridge is completed at Malott.

1916 Plat filed for theTown of Monse,

1916 Federal Government now opens South Half of previous allotied Caolville Indian Reservation to homesteading,

1916  Cold storage fruit warehouses start being built,

1921 Salmon Lake Dam completed,

1924 MNativeAmericans acquire LS citizenship.,

1924 The Okanogan-Cariboo Trail Association is formed to promote auto touring over the historic CaribooTrail.

1926 Start of U5 37 designation.

1933 Grand Coules Durn construction starts.

1933 First Ornak Stampede

1934 Indian Reorganization Act encaurages tribal sovereignty and self-administration.

1935 First Suicice Race is held in Omak theld in other locations before),

1938  Various Colille tribes (including the: Colvillz, Nespelemn, Methow, San Poil, Qkanogan, Columbia, and joseph Band of the
MNez Perce) confederate under a new constitution,

1941  Grand Coulee Dam completad,

1942 Annual Chesaw Rodeo starts,

1944 Malson Grange coverts Molson Mercantile to Grange Hall,

1947 First County Fairat Okanogan - the fairgrounds were located about whereValiey Lumberis today.

1949 Chief|oseph Dam construction starts.

1951 Tort Okanogan State ark is created,

1951 Sitzmark ski area opens,

1953 First County Fair at current location,

1955  Beginning of project to move US 97 1o the present location.

1955  Chiefoseph Dam comploted.

1960  Fart Ckanogan Interpretive Center cpens.

1965 Fort Okanogan Cemneatery maoved to Monse location,
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1965  Pateros moved to higher ground.

1967 Wells Darm corpleted.

1968  North Cascadaes MNational Park is formed.,

1968  PasaytenWilderness created in the Okanogan MNational Forest.

1968  OQid Molson ghost town opens,

1972 Historic Kneb Hill Grange Hall donated and moved to Sitzmark site.

1973 Controlled atmosphere fruit storage begins.

1975 Okanogan County Historical Museurn opens.

1280 Wild baby's breath becomes a commercial product,

1983  Maolson Museum opens.

1985 Malson Chesaw Fire Department created for || | square imiles,

1986  Oroville Depot Muscum opens.

1990 Omak Performing Arts Centor opens.

20001 US 97 berame only designation for the highway between Pateros and the Canadian border,

2002 US9/ from Pateros to Canacdian border, desfgnated a State Scenic Byway by Governor Lacke,

2003 Development of the Corridor Managernent Plan for the US 57 Scenic Byway later named the OkanoganTrails Seenic
Byway, begins,

2005 Corridor Managerment Plan is completed forthe Clanogan Trails Scenic Byway.
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What are Intrinsic
Qualities?

[ntrinsic qualitics are the important ateributes of the
byway that make it special - che significant features
and places thar attrace people and also may become

the focus of some combination of enhancement,
preservation, and promotion.

Typically, when these outstanding resources relate to
the byway, the communities along the byway, and
o each other, thereby conttibuting to an underlying
theme or story, the byway may qualify for narional
designation.

Intrinsic qualities are not juse landmarks and
activities along the road, but rather the distinctive
features that create an overall sense of the corridor’s
character, history, and culture. The Federal
Highway Administration {FHWA) Nanonal Scenic
Byways Program defines intrinsic qualities as the
Yearures that are considered vepresentative, unigue,
irveplaceable, or distinctly characteristic of an area.”

FHWA recognizes six primary categories of intrinsic
qualities: natural, archeological, historic, cultural,
recreational, and scenic. FHWA Tolicy 5.18.95
describes these categories as follows,
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Many naval featires provide scense and recreationaf opportienities for byway travelers.

Coserregy of Mike Mekee
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Natural

Natural quality applies to those features of the visual
environment that are in a relatively undisturbed
state. These features predate arrival of human
populations and mnay include geclogic formations,
fossils, landforms, water bodies, vegetation, and
wildlife. There may be evidence of human activity,
but the natural features reveal minimal disturbance.

Archaeological

Archaeological quality involves those characteristics
of the corridor that are physical evidence of
prehistoric or historic human life or acrivity. These
features may be visible and cypically are capable of
being inventoried and interpreted. The byway's
archaeological features, as identified through ruins,
artifaces, structural remains, and other physical
evidence, may have scientific significance that can
educate visitors and seir an appreciation for the past.

Historic

Historic quality encompasses legacies of the past that
are distinctly associated wich physical elements of
the landscape, whether natural or developed, and
that are of such historic significance that they
educate the viewer and seir an appreciation of che
past. The historic clements reflect the actions of




Intrinsic Qualities -

Scenic

Scenic qu:dity is the heighrened visual experience
derived from the viewing of natural and human-
made elements of the visible environment. The
characteristics of the ]andscape typic:ll[y are
strikingly distinee and offer a pleasing and most
metnorable experience. All elements of the
landscape — landforms, water, vegetation, and
human development — contribute to the quality of
the corridor’s visual environment. Everything
ptesent is in harmony and shares in the intrinsic
qualitics.

T/Je byway mnm;m mm:}r /mram q:rd!rm'f

Cotertesy of the Qkanagan County Historical Society What iS l"eqUil"Ed for
people and may include buildings, sertlement National Scenic Byway and
patterns, and other examples of human activity. All American Road

Historic features can be inventoried, mapped,

- - ?
and mnterpreted. They possess integrity of dESIgna‘tion'
lacation, design, setring, material, workmanship, For official designation as a scenic byway, the FHWA
feeling and association. requires corridors to possess intrinsic qualities within

one or more of the six categories: natural,
Cultural recreational, scenic, historical, culeural, and
archacological. Although a candidate byway may
possess qualities in more than one category, they are
asked to highlight the qualitics of the predominane
category of the byway. An All-American Road (the
highest level of America’s byways) must possess
intrinsic qualides in at least two categorices.

Culrural quality includes the evidence and
expressions of the customs or traditions of a
distinct group of people. Cultural features
include, but are not limited to, crafts, music,
dance, rituals, festivals, rodeos, languages, foods,
special events, and vernacular architecture. The
cultural qunlitics of the corridor may high[ight

one of more significant communities and/or Summary Of |ntl"inSiC
ethnic craditions. Qualities along the
Recreational quality involves outdoor activities Byway

directly associated wich and dependent upon the
natural and cultural elements of the corridor’s
landscape. Recreational activities provide
opportunities for active and passive experiences,
including, but not limited to, swimming, bird
watching, boating, fishing, hunting, hiking,
alpine and Nordic skiing, snowmobiling,
snowshoeing and many others. Driving the
byway itself also qualifies as a pleasurable
experience. Recreational experiences may be
seasonal, but the qualil:y and impm‘tance of the
experience as part of a seasonal activity must be
well recognized.

The Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway possesses an
abundance of intrinsic qualities within all six
categories. In face, che Steering Commitree and the
public inventoried over 100 examples along the
byway. Our of the ncarly 100 intrinsic quality
locations inventoried, the list was reduced to 26
sites, selecred for their specific importance to the
byway. In sotne cases, these locations relate to one
another. For cxample, unique natural qua]ities of the
corridor contribute to the abundance of recreation
opportunities and scenic qualities. Historic elemencs
contribute to present-day culture. A single place
may cmbody muldple qualities, so there may be
overlapping categories as well. The matrix at
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the end of this section lists cach of these elements
and places and the categories of intrinsic qualities
found chere. Figure 4.1 shows the locations of these
features in the same order listed below, from south
to north. The byway's inurinsic qualities are
summarized in general below.

First Nations

The cultural influences of the Confederated Tribes of
the Colville Reservation and their ancestors are
present throughout the region and integral ro the
byway's stories. These native peoples have survived
in this area for thousands of years and today srill
occupy some of their aborginal homelands.
Opporrunirties to interpret the cribes’ culture and
lifeways of the past and present and their vision for
the future can be found throughout the byway.
Their stories and legends, their languages, names,
and meanings for places, events that have shaped
their culeure, and information abour their leaders
should be conveyed ro byway travelers as part of
their experience. Today, the Colville Confederated
Tribes operate as a strong sovercign governmetit
representing twelve aboriginal tribes. For more
information, refer to Section 6 — Telling the Byway
Story - Interprerive Master Plan.

Pateros and the Methow and Columbia
Rivers

Located ar the confluence of the Columbia and
Methow rivers, Pateros is the southern gateway to
the Olanogan Trails Scenic Byway and the
Okanogan Valley, as well as a gateway to the
Methow Valley and North Cascades, via the Cascade
Loop. Besides being an important gateway, Pareros is
also an inceresting byway destination. Boasting more
than 300 days of sunshine per year, a variety of
recreational and cultural opportunides, and an
interesting history, Pateros serves as the perfect
welcoming place for byway visitors.

Pateros became the third name of the town in 1900,
a name that has held ro this day. Livestock dealer
and fur buyer Lee Ives staked his claim here in
1886, and later named the town for his wife, MNera,
The name of the town was changed to Ives Landing
in 1896, During the early days of the town,
steamboats docked at the landing bringing supplies,
mail, and people ro the arca. The rown was
renamed Pateros in 1900 by Army Lt. Charles
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Pateros is a year-round pavadise for residents and visitors,

MNosler because it reminded him of a place in the
Philippines he visited after the Spanish American
War,

Pareros was a principal stopping point between
Wenatchee and Qroville for travelers by river and by
land, and in 1914 after the railroad was boile, the
town became an imporeant hub on the rail line,

Pateros was moved up]aud after the original town
site was inundated by the backwater of the Wells
Dam constructed in 1966.

Today, Pateros is a ycar-round paradise, offering
impressive panoramic views of both the Methow and
Columbia rivers. The community’s lincar waterfront
park provides opportunides for camping, picnicking,
fishing, covered shelters, as well as full restroom and
shower facilities. Pateros provides access to many
nearby recreational activities including fishing,
hurlting, river r:LPting, Wim‘lsurﬁng, jet skiing,
canoeing and boating, backpacking, rock climbing,
horseback riding, bicycling, golfing, cross country
and dowhill skiing, snowmobiling atid more.
Patcros 1s also host to numerous cultural evenes
including canoe races, art festivals, the Apple Pic
Jamboree, and hiydroboat races. The town also
displays several public artworks.  Sculptor Richard
Bayer created an arework located ac the Pateros
School that reflects che return of the salmon. The
community is proud of its heritage and pleased to
welcome new friends.

or Management Plan
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Brewster on the Columbia River

As the home of the largest apple processing facilicy
along the byway, operated by Gebbers Farms,
Brewster has become known as the “apple capiwol” of
the byway. Access to the Columbia River at
Columbia Cove offers 2 wide range of water activities
including boating, fishing, jet skiing, and
swimming.

Before apples and even before Brewster was
established in 1910, local tribes fished in the area
near Brewster along the Columbia, secting up fish
traps and drying racks.

The town was a transfer point for steamers when
they could not ascend the Okanogan River. Goods
arld passengers WOUld llnloﬂd il'l BrEWStlir a]‘ld
transfer to freight wagons and stagecoaches w
continue their journey upvalley.

Fort Okanogan Overlook and the Fort
Okanogan State Park and Interpretive
Center

In 1811, the Pacific Fur Company established the
firse Ametican post in what today is Washington
State at the confluence of the Qkanogan and
Columbia rivers. Fur brigades would forge north up
the Okanogan Valley into the center of what is now
known as British Columbia and bring back pelts to
the Fort. The fur would then be transported down
the Columbia River to Fort Vancouver and beyond.
The existing Fort Okanogan overlool is located
approximately four miles up the Columbia River
from Brewster northbound along US 97 at che
confluence of the Okanogan River with the
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Brewster is known as the “apple capitel” of the byway.
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Columbia. The ovetlook provides sweeping views
acrass the confluence delea, with its marshlands and
river oxbows, to the Fort Okanogan State Park
Interprecive Center. This overlook includes a
historic marker, placed in 1967 by WSDOT,
commemorating Fort Okanogan. The river delta was
also the confluence of ancient and historic trade
routes that extended inro now northern Canada,
south rowards Mexico, west to Puget Sound, and
east to the plains of Montana and the Dakoras. The
river mouth is located immediately below the
overlook, where during several months of high water
each year in the late 1800s to 1914, large
sternwheel steamboars turned out of the Columbia
and passed by churning up the Okanogan River to
the town of Riverside. The top of the stacks on
those passing sternwheelers would have been eye-
level with overlook visitors toda}t The overloolk 15
also a natural platform for wildlife viewing of
watetfowl, raptors, and other birds.

Present-day Fore Okanepgan State Park, located on
SR 17 juse east of the junction with US 97, is a 45-
acre day use facility with a recently upgraded
interpretive center and pienic facilities. The
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation are
important partners in the ongoing operation and
development of this center. An overlook at the
interpretive center offers panoramic views of both
the Columbia and Okanogan rivers, as well as
Washburn Island, 2 favorite spot to fish for bass and
view over 200 specics of birds (located below the
Fort Okanogan Interpretive Center, at the river
confluence).

ColvilleTribal Fish Hatchery

The Colville Tribal Fish Hatchery is located on the
bank of the Columbia River, downstream from
Bridgeport. Located within a short driving distance
from che byway, the hatchery annually produces
approximately 50,000 pounds of trout, which are
released into reservation waters including boundary
waters. The fish produced at the hatchery support
and enhance cribal fisheries and non-tribal sport
fisheries.

Okanogan River

From its natural beaury o its recreational
opportunities and ics rich history, the Okanogan
River offers something for every user. Impressive




views of the Okanogan River can be seen along most
of the byway, beginning with the confluence of
Columbia River about four miles upstream from
Brewster.

For hundreds of years, the Olcanogan River was the
primary transportation corridor for the area, The
nartive serclers in the area used the Okanogan River
to explore, move camps, and fish for salmon, trout,
whitefish, and other species.  Several p|aces a]ong the
Okanogan River were used as summer fishing
grounds and camps. When early western sectlers
arrived, the Okanogan was used primarily as a
transportation route for fur craders, and later to
move people and goods. The Okanogan River has
played an integral role in shaping the valley that
surrounds it. Today, the river is used for recreational
transportation (boats, kayals, canoes, etc} and

fishing.

The Okanogan River is the prominent feature along
the byway. Rich culeure and history not only
surround the Okanogan, but exist because of the
Okanogan River.

SES-Americom Satellite Communications
Center

This is one of the largest releport facilities in the
Western Hemisphere, fearuring more than 40
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antennas operating on all major and domestic and
international satellite syscems. Global neework
projects are providing Internet, voice, and data
services 24 hours a day to regions and cities all along
the west coast. The facility provides 95 percent of
the Interner service to Asia. The character of chis site
casts a distinct contrast in the rural landscape as its
technological appearance stands out on the horizon.

Soap Mountain Sand Dunes/Pine Trees

This distinctive ecosystem of sand dunes and pines
emerges from the surrounding sage/shrub steppe
landscape along the byway beeween Brewster and
Qkanogan. There may be an opportunity to create a
pull-off area with interpretation related to the
natural history of the landscape here. Logs for
construction of Fort Okanogan were cut from this
arca in 1812,

Malott

The quaint little town of Malotr is located on the
Olkanogan River, approximately nine miles south of
Olcanogan.  Malote was home to Chiliwhist Jim, one
of the cacly spiritual leaders and a medicine man of
the Methow Tribe. Throughout time, native peoples
have lived, camped and fished in this area, one of the
sites of the earliest fish taps on the river.
[Tomesteaders who setded in here planted some of
the first apple orchards of the valley. Remnants of
homesteading are sdill present in Malott today
including original planted apple trees, irrigarion
flurmes, and ditches. [n 1938, 2 breached dam on
the Loup Loup Creck flooded and destroyed over
half the town’s homes and businesses. Malot was
named for the original scudlers of the town and
became known as an important travel stopover in
earlier days because the Malott’s liuge barn could
hold 28 horses. Modern-day Malote is a peaceful
smzll town, nestled on the scenic Okanogan River
with active orchards and farms.

CaribooTrail

This trail route was used by native peoples for
thousands of years as a main travel way through the
Okanogan, extending between the US and Canada.
The trail was a natural locarion for che travel route
given that it follows the Olkanogan River closely,
which only drops 125 feer in 77 miles. The trail
route was [ater used by fur brigades in the early
1800s and then by cardemen, cowboys, and gold
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miners during the gold scrikes in the Cariboo
Districe of British Columbia in the 1850s-1860s
when it became known as the Cariboo Trail. The

Cariboo Trail was the longest carde trail outside of
Texas, beginning near Walla Walla, Washington and
ending near Barkersville, Brivish Columbia. The
Cariboo Trail was also used by surveyors in 1861 to
establish a boundary berween the Unired States and

Canada.

T
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Omak Lake

QOrnalk Lake, located on the reservation of the
Colville Confederared Tribes, is 4 site nor to be
missed. Located abour seven miles off the byway,
the vistas and lake views dominant the landscape.
Omak Lake 1s the largest saline lake in Washingron
and includes public fishing access and a beach.
Lahontan cuethroat trout are found here. (A record
breaking 18.04 pounder was caught here in 1993}
The public beach and boat access are located ac the
north f.':ﬂd Of thﬂ 13[{6.
are accessible only to tribal members. Check with
the Colville Confederated Tribes for use and permit
requirements.

Maost other areas on che lake

St. Mary's Mission, Paschal Sherman Indian
School, and Omak Longhouse

The St. Mary’s Mission, Pashal Sherman Indian
School, and Omak Longhouse are located on the
reservation of the Colville Confederated Tribes. The
Mission was established 1885 by Etcinne de Rouge,
a French Jesuie. In the carly 1900s, the Mission
became a “small ciey” with dormitories, an infirmary,
pymnasium, barn, church, gardens, and a 300-acre
farm and cvenrually, also the site of the Omak
Longhouse and Paschal Sherman Indian School.
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Today, the site is still rich in culture and bistory.
The mission and lcnnghouse are host to numerous
cultural events including the Sun Flower Festival
and tribal meertings. The newly constructed school
building was designed to blend with the natural
surroundings and serve as a reflection of Native
American culture. The uniquely designed school
includes cultural perspectives of each of the twelve
tribes that comprise the Confederated Tribes of the
Colville Reservation. Design elements include
animal motifs, a solar clock, a map showing each
tribc’s route through the Okanogan region, tree
trunle, and innovative sustainabiliry fearures.

Colville Tribal Enterprises Site

The Confederared Tribes of rthe Colville Reservation
are planning to develop the area east of Highway 97
and south of SR 155. Plans include development of
the new Omak Induserial Park, as well as tourist and
recreational facilities and acovities. Eventuaﬂy the
tribe intends vo originate visitor tours from this
location, which is locared at the junction of the
Olanogan ‘lrails Scenic Byway and the Coulee
Corridor on reservation land.

Okanogan

A stroll down Main Steeet in Okanogan today is
similar 1o the experience in the carly 1900s.
Historic buildings, including the firchouse (now a
museum) and the Schaller building, sll depict the
architectural style of the early days of Okanogan.
Murals of Frank Matsura’s photographs taken
berween 1903 and 1913 can also be seen
throughout the downtown area on various brick
buildings. Matsura was influentizl in capturing the
culture and spiric of the Okanogan area,
phorographing both natives and early settlers. The
historic Okanogan River bridge, constructed in
1909, was recently replaced. A drive across the river
leads to a refurbished historic flour mill that has
been converted to a restaurant, game center, and
skate park.

There are also several recreational opportunities in
the vicinity of Okanogan including camping,
picnicking, and fishing access at Legion Park, as well
as public fishing access at Alma Park (named after
the original town name of Okanogan).
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Omak

The town of Omak is abound with cultural and
recreational opportunities, Omak Park, located on
the winding banks of the Okanogan River, is the site
of the famous Omal Stampede, first formally held
here in 1933. The Stampede is a traditional event of
the tribes and local community. In the years before
1933, the event was held informally in other places.
The Suicide Race, which began annually here in
1935, involves a dramatic horseback charge down a
steep hillside (Suicide Hill) where racers plunge into
the river below, swim across river, and then speed up
a ramp for an exciting finish around the arena. A
tribal encampment is set up annually during the
Stampede with a tent for dances and over 100 tipis.
Traditional native games, dancing, drumming,
music, foods, and ares and crafts arc highlights of the
encampment.

Omak Park also offers an abundance of year-around
recreational opportunities including camping,
tennis, basketball, skate park, soccer, haseball, and
walking trails. Cultural events also occur at Omak
Park throughout the year including rodeos, art
festivals, farmers market, dances, and craft fairs.

Omal is also the confluence of the Okanogan Trails
and Coulee Corridor scenic byway. The Coulee

Corridor traverses US 155 through mmany historical,
cultural, and natural areas on the reservation land of

the Colville Confederated Tribes.

Riverside

Located at the head of navigadon on the Okanogan
River, Riverside was the first metropolis along the
Okanogan River 1n pioneer times. With over one
million dollars worth of produce crossing the boat

Riverside
Conrsesy of Mike McKee

dock in 1902, Riverside quickly emerged as the
leading trade center in O]canogan County, Elements
of “late frontier” and “wild west™ culture scill exist in
Riverside today. Visitors from around the world
visit the famous Detros Western Store to explore true
western culture. Several other historical buildings
are remnants of Riverside’s steamboat days.

The natural beauty of Riverside rests in the unique
backdrop of the historic town. Magnificent granite
cliffs rounded by the scraping action of glacial
activity create the background to this delightful
town. The leaning appearance 1o the mounrains has
resulted in the informal place name “Mountains that
Lean™ with some local residents.

Okanogan National Forest

From craggy peaks to rolling meadows to old growth
forests and groves of ponderosa pines, the Okanogan
MNarional Forest offers stunning views of geologic
features as well as ycar around recrearional
oppoermmnities. The nacional forest surrounds the
byway (located along both sides of the corridor) and
contains over 2,000 miles of trails for all uses
including hiking, backpacking, horseback riding,
biking, cross country skiing, and snowmobiling.
The forest also conrains numerous lakes, rivers, and
strcamns for fishing, canoeing, and kayaking
opportunities. The forest is also a favorite
destination for a scenic drive and picnic overlooking
some of nature’s most spectacular wonders.

Conconully

Congconully is nestled amongst lakes and forests and
draped in history. Afwer changing its name from
Salmon City to Conconully in 1888, the fledgling
town expetienced three devastating events, In 1892,
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a fire incinerated almost all of Conconully in two
short hours. Conconully rebuilt only o experience
the end of the silver mining boom in 1893, Then,
in 1894, a flash flood swept through rown, leveling
ovet forry buildings in its wake, Despite these
tragedies, Conconully survived and today is a
peaceful, rural rown eager to greet visitors.

With four distinet seasons, Conconully offers visitors
recreational opportunities year-round. Deer, bear,
pheasant and other game attract hunters from
around the state. Winter brings out snowmobilers
and skiers. Spring weather entices fishermen to the
area’s lakes and rivers, while bicyclists enjoy the
beaurtiful wildflower displays. The hot surmmer
weather encourages everyone to take a swim or go for
a boat ride,

McLaughlin Canyon

Mclaughlin Canyon is famous for the 1838 ambush
of gold miners. Tensions between gold miners
heading north for the British Columbia pold fields
and Native American men from 2 local tibe in the
Okanogan reached the brﬂal{ing point on July 29,
1858, As 160 men, led by David McLaughlin,
approached the canyon from the south, a confliar
broke out. Several narive people and three people in
McLaughlin’s party were killed.

With its narrow widtl and high vertical walls,
MecLaughlin Canyon is a natural and scenic beauty.
The canyon varics from 40 feer co 100 feee in wideh.
The Canyon’s narrow width combined with ies
vertical walls reaching hundreds of fest into the air
make it feel like the walls are caving in around you!
Vegeration in the canyon 1s of the shrub steppe
ecosystem, which includes sage, bitrerbrush and
rabbitbrush, to name a few.

Tonasket

Tonasket, nestled between the Okanogan River,
Siwash Creek, and Bonaparte Creek, is named for
Chief 'lonasker. While not an inherited leader, he
was officially recognized as the Chief of the
Okanogan Indians in 1858 and proved himself to be
a strong and able leader for his people. Present-day
Tonasket was the site of his encampment.

The town has many historic elements and
interesting features, including a major recreation
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park and riverfront pathway system. Founded in
1910, Tonasket is a hub for agriculwure and forest
industries throughout the Qkanogan region. Many
of the present-day residents are descendents of the
pioneer families, interested in preserving their way of
life as well as share their unique stories. Tonasker is
also the confluence of the Okanopan ‘Teails Scenic
Byway and US 20 where an abundance of
recreational opportunities are available for adventure
enthusiasts.

Aerial view of Tonasket
Conrsesy af the Develapmens Mansial for Paddlesports

Loomis/Many Lakes Recreational Area/
White Stone Mountain

Loomis, sicvated among the Many Lalees
Recreational Area, was once a boom rown of the
mining era and is rich in history. The town
flourished in 1875 when two settlers, Phelps and
Wadliegh, began their cacde production aceivity in
Loomis, the largest beef cattle buyers in the
Washiugton Territory.  In 1895, the Palmer
Meuntain Gold Mining and Tunnel Company
founded in Loomis, erected the longest mine tunnel
on the western states and the largest concentrating
mill in Washingron (but the mill never operated).
Evidence of early mining activities are still present in
Loomis today, a sleepy town of just a handful of
residents.

The Many Lakes Recreational Area offers a number
of reercational opportunities. Set in the valley
among the high peals of Whitestone Mountain, this
arca includes several picturesque lakes such as Palmer
and Spectacle that await exploration. Whether
resting along the serene lakeside or boating and
fishing, visitors experience some of the state’s bese
natural features here. Glimpses of rrigation dicches
and flumes are also present in this area.
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State Lands and Wildlife Areas including
Chiliwist and Driscoll Island

Thousands of acres of Washingron State lands,
including areas managed by the Department of Fish
and Wildlife, exist throughout the county. Driscoll
Island, Eyott [sland, Teel Island, and other sites on
the Okanogan River, as well as che Sinlahekin area,
the Chiliwist, Scorch Creck, Methow Game Range,
and the Pateros and [ndian Dan sites on in the lower
part of the county provide public recreation
oppartunities.

The diverse ecosystems and landscapes throughout
these areas support an exceptional abundance and
variety of flora and fauna. These areas offer public
access and abundant recreational opporrunities,
including fishing, hunting, birdwatching, and sight
seeing, Watch for birds such as pheasant, quail,
osprey, heron, hawls, owls, eagles, and many many
others in this arcas. The vast quantity and diversity
of birds throughout the region have made this one of
the premier birdwatching arcas in the country.

As nesting habirat for Canadian geese, Driscoll
Island Stare Wildlife Area offers visitors recreational
and scenic opportunities. Located right off the
byway, the wildlife area encompasses 220 acres and
is bordered by the Okanogan and Similkameen
rivers. Fishing is popular here due to the runs of
Chinoek salmon, sockeye salmon and steelhead, as
well as other species. More passive recreational
activities include bird warching. Driscoll Island
Stare Wildlife Area offers memorable scenie views.
Small streams and gravel bars are juxtaposcd with
the island, with Mount Hull forming the backdrop
ta the scene. Native vegetation such as snowberry,
serviceberry, and cottonwoods round ouc the scenic

postcard picture,

Mount Bonaparte

Rising to a height of 7,257 fecr, Mount Bonaparte
towers over the other mountains with its naturcal,
recreational and scenic qualities. The highest point
in northeastern Washington, Mount Bonaparte lies
between the Kettle Range and Okanogan River. A
picturesque mountain lake sparkles ar the base of the
mountain, and the highest fire lookout in Eastern
Washington graces the peak. The original fire
lockout buile in 1914 from hand-hewn logs still
resides at the top of the peak.

For hiking and camping enthusiasts, Mount
Bonaparte should top their must-do lise as the peak
lies along the proposed Pacific Northwest Trail. The
reward for the 5.6 mile climb is the ineredible view
of Bonaparte Lake, Mount Rainicr and Moune
Chopaka. The Mount Bonaparte area also offers
boating, swimming, hunring, camping, and fishing
opportunities.

Oroville

Located just four miles inside the United Srates
border, Qroville is the gateway to the byway for
visitors coming from Canada. Oroville’s charming
and historical downtown includes the Old Croville
Depot and McDonald T.og Cabin House. A visit to
the Old Depot Train Museum unveils the rich
history and culeural activities of natives and early
sertlers, While mining is not as much of a present-
day activity ncar Oroville as it once was, the town is
still nestled berween apple and cherry orchards,
much Jike it was when Hiram Smith located the first
apple orchard in Washington here, near Lake
Osoyvos. Oroville is also home o the burgeoning
wine industry in the stateside portion of the
Okanogan Valley.

Similkameen River

As the largest tibutary to the Okanogan River, che
Similkameen River embodies narural, historic,
recreational and scenic qualities. The river resides in
borh the United States and Canada. The direcrional
flow of the river 15 unusual in thae it begins in the
Washingron Cascades, then it turns north and flows
o British Columbia only to turn south again and
enter the United Stares near Nighthawlk,
Wﬂshington. The Similkameen flows past arid valleys
aid snow-capped mountain peaks, providing
dramatic vistas for all that pass by.

The Similkameen has a ‘rich’ history as it was where
gold was first discovered in Washington. Hiram
‘Okanogan' Smith discovered gold on che river,
which is said to have been the richest take of gold in
the state. The Enloe Dam is another facer of the
history of the river. The historic hydroclectric power
plant at the dam pmvided power to the town of
Oroville. Today, the power plant building still
stands, providing a reminder to visitors of the
unique history of the area. A project proposed by
Okanogan County will involve development of the
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e
Canoeing the Similkameen

Conrtesy of the Development Munteal for Puddlesports

Simitkameen River Trail in this avea and restoration
of some of the historic buildings and features of the
power plant and dam. The Similkameen River also
passes the hiscoric village of Nighthawk, a once
flourishing mining boom town that is now a quiet
community in private ownership.

Water activitics abound on the Simillkameen River.
From a lazy raft ride ro a hair-raising kayaking erip,
the Similkameen offers adventure to all types of
boaters. Other recreational opportunitics include
swimming as well as fishing,

Gateway to the Okanogan Highlands/
Molson

Okanogan Trails is a gateway to the impressive
Olkanogan Highlands. Spanning an area of 14,000
square miles, the Okancgan Highlands stretches
north to the Canadian border, cast to Roosevelt
Lake, south to the Columbia River Platcau and west
to the Cascade Mountains. Forming the western
edge of the Rocky Mouncain system, the Highlands
are a mix of glaciated gorges, rivers, and grasslands.
Reminders of glacial activiry and the Ice Age floods
abound in the mountains, benches and imposing
granite cliffs. The rivers support a plethora of fish
including spawning salmon, and the grasslands are
home to elk, deer, and a variety of birds. "The Sidley
Lake area provides excellent bird watching
opportunities with more than a mile of continuous
public access along the lake.

i
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An enriching cultural experience awaits visitors ar
the Molson Schoolhouse Museum in Molson,
Washingron. The muscum houses an array of
artifacts and photographs that tell the story of
pioneer days of the area. The historic building, a
three-story brick schoolhouse buile in 1914, is
representative of Molson’s unique history. The
musewm includes a restored classroom and the
original school library.

Although a ghost town today, in 1900 Old Molson
was a boom town in the Okanogan Valley. In its
hey day as a lively mining camp, 300 people lived in
Old Molson, All that changed in 1909 when a local
farmer claimed that the 40 acres char Molson sat on
were part of his homestead. He ordered all people
residing or working there to move off his land. The
earaged townspeople decided ro move the entire
town one-half mile north. Everything moved o
New Maolson - prsople, businesses, even the post
office. The lively inining camp of Old Molson
became a fond, but distant memory.

Osoyoos State Park

The 14-mile-long Osoyoos Lake lies mostly in the
Unired States, bur it also extends several miles into
British Columbia. The park includes large lawn
areas that suetch down to the sandy shore of the
lake. Shady trees line the lake edge, providing
respite from the intense summer hear.

Recreational opportunities abound throughout the
year. In the summer, water activiries such as
boating, fishing, swimming and warter skiing draw
visitors. Bird warching also entices visitots to the
patk with the possibility of glimpsing eagles, herons,
ospreys and Canada geese to name a few. In the
winter, activicies for visitors include skating, snow
playing and ice fishing. Regardless of the weather,
this state Pﬂ['l{ 11115 Smnething FOI' EVQl'}fOnf!.

Historically, native peoples came to the area as a
campsite and for horse races, They called the lake
“Soyoos” meaning “The Narrows.” In 1858, Hiram
E Smith planted the firsc commercial orchard in the
State of Washington on the east shore of the lake.
The orchard encompassed 24 acres and contained
1,200 apple trees. Today, eleven of the original
1,200 apple trees saill produce fruit, some of the
finest in the counuy! In the 1800s, Osoyoos Lake
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was a stopping point for fur rrappers and traders,
miners and cattle drivers as they followed the
Cariboo Trail on their way to and from the Canadian
Olcanagan. Anarher layer of history to the park is its
military ties. A portion of the Jand was donated to
the state by the American Legion, and therefore the
park contains a veterans memorial dedicated ro all
veterans who have served in times of war and peace.

US 97 Visual Analysis

Discipline Report

In June 2002, a visual analysis of the US 97 corridor
was conducted by a licensed landscape architect and
a team from WSDOT’s Heritage Corridors Program.
At the tme of the visual analysis, the corridor was
not yet a state scenic byway. Through the use of
this process, it was determined that US 97 should
be classified as a Washington State Scenic Byway,
because the visual analysis confirmed that 77
percent of the highway corridor possessed scenic
qualities.

The analysis determined that the visual characrer of
this byway is very much intact and exemplifies the
characteristics of 2 scenic byway, The visual
character of the byway was evaluated according to
“Landscape Units.” The corridor was divided into
[5 units. Each unir was asscssed using four criteria;

*  pof scenic
*  gcenic

» highly scenic

+ exceptionally scenic

The magority of the byway is classified as “Scenic.”

[ AR
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Given that visual quality is subjecrive, the reporc
used three facrors to perform the appraisal of the
visual landscape. These were: vividness, intaceness,
and unity. There were five categories in vividness
that were rated: landform, vegetation, water form,
ephemeral features, and human-built features.
These categories were rated from very high (7)
Intactness and unity were also ranked
from very high (7) to very low (1). Each category
in vividness, intactness, and unity were analyzed
and averaged separately. Average ratings between 6
and 7 and cumulative scores greater than 30 were
considered exceptionally scenic. Between 5 and 6
and cumulative scores of 23 to 29 were considered
bigh scenic, and between 4 and 5 and cumulative
scores berween 20 and 24 were considered scenic,

very low (1).

Figure 4.2 shows the scenic rating classification for
each unit as recorded on the “Visual Analysis
Discipline Report.” For mote detailed
informatien, the report is available on WSDOTs
website: http://www wsdot.wa.gov/eesc/design/
roadside/#via.

The scenic characteristics of the Okanogan “{tails
Scenic Byway represent an important incrinsic
qualiry that sets the corrider apart from others io
the nation. ‘LThe factors that contribute to the
byway’s scenic qualicy — unique land forms and
topography, the rivers, the diversity of vegetation
types, open-to-the-sky and panoramic views, and
historic elements — should be preserved and
promoted as part of the byway experience.

Intrinsic Qualities Matrix

The Intrinsic Qualitics Matrix on the following
page hists the exceptional places along the
Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway and denotes the
categories of intrinsic qualitics that can be found in
these places.
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g Intrinsic Qualities

Intrinsic Qualities Matrix

Nate: Intrinsic Qualides are listed from south to north

Ne.

Feature

Natural

Archacological

Historic

Cultura.l

Recreational

Scenic

Paceros/Methow znd Columbia

Rivers

X

X

X

X

Brewseer/Columbia River

X

X

X

Forr Okanogan — State Park and
Interpretive Center/Overlooks

Colville Tribal Fish I lacchery

Qlean ogan River

ol P PR B

I A

SES-Americom Savellite Ceneer

>

Suap Mountain Sand Dunes/Pine

['rees

Maloct

Cariboo Trall

Pl I IR Bl

(ymak Lake

St. Mary's Mission, Paschal Sherman
Indian School, and Qmak Longhouse

A A A

Calville Trribal Enterprises Site

Olkanogan

b

Omak

b

Riverside

5

A T Tl I B R R

Oleanogan Nadewnal Fotest

b

Conconully

E

be]

McLaughlin Canyon

TUII}JSI{L‘t

20

Loomis/Many Lales Recrearional
Arcal Whitestone Mouncain

P A P

21

State Lands/ Wildlife Arcas

22

Mount Bonaparte

23

Oroville

24

Similkameen River

25

Gareway to the (fkanogan
Highlands/Molson

26

Osoyaas State Park
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Figure 4.1 Intrinsic Qualities
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Overview of Existing

Transportation System

The Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway includes 83
miles of US Highway 97 beginning at Milepost
253.38 at the junction with SR 153 in Pateros,
Washington, and ending at the United States/
Canada border at Milepost 336.48, about four miles
north of Oroville, Washington. US Highway 97 1s a
major north-south highway, beginning in Weed,
California and ending ae the US/Canada border.

At the border, US 97 changes to British Columbia
Provincial Highway 97 and is che longest
continuously numbered highway in the provinee.

Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway (US 97} traverses
through seven tncorporated towns in Okanogan
County. The byway crosses a variety of private and
public Jands, including the reservation of the
Colville Confederated Tribes and lands managed by
the Bureau of and Management and Okanogan
County. Other federal, state, and local agencics
manage lands surrounding the byway, including
national forests, wilderness areas, and fish and
wildlife refuges. The byway passes through an array
of land uses and settings that each have differing
ransportation needs, including developed
communities, active farms and ranches, and scenic
natural areas.

L L A P P i A W L L A Bl e

&~ Transportation Analysis

I

VTN

and Recommendations

According to the “Visual Analysis Discipline
Report” created in July 2002 by the Washington
Department of Transportation (WSDOT), 77
percent of the US Highway 97 is classified as having
scenic qualities. This means that the byway is
visually impressive, with nacural landscapes thar are
still intact, creating a harmonious visual pattern.

US 97 is a major regional and international corridor
for tourism and recreation, and it is classified by the
WSDOT as a strategic freight corvidor. [t conneces
the people and markets of eastern British Columbia
with Washington's North Central Region and the
cast-west corridors of SR 20, SR 155, US 2, and I-
90.

US Highway 97 is parc of the Narional Highway
Systern (NHS) and is classified as a highway of
statewide significance (HSS) by the WSDOT. The
HSS classification can be used by the state 1o
determine funding appropriation for roadway
projects. US Highway 97 is also classified as a rural
principal arterial.

The majority of US 97 is two-lanes, each 12 feet in
width. Shoulder width along US 97 varies from 5
feet to 8 fece. A few places ﬂlong US 97 have a
center turn lanc including through Pateros,
Brewster, north Omak, Tonasker, and Oreville,

i
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Mast of US 97 from Pareros 1o Tonasker is classified
as a “Limited Access” right-of-way, meaning that the
WSDOT purchased the access rights o the highway
many years ago. Approaches onto the highway that
existed then remain today as farm type approaches.
Commercial businesses and additional residences can
access UJS 97 at counry road incersections. The
purpose of Limited Access rights-of-way is to
facilitate traffic safery and greater mobility through
wider highways and higher posted speed limits.

US 97 from the south city limits of Tonasket to the
Canadian border is classified as a “Managed Access”
right-of-way, meaning that the WSDOT, the cities
of Tonasket and Oroville, and Okanogan County
coordinate to manage access onto the highway at
spacing distances determined by state rules.

Highway Designation
History

1905  State Road No. L0 from Pateros o Riverside was

established by the Washinglon State Legislature.

State Road No. 10 from Riverside to Canada
was established by the Legislarure.

1907

1926 US 97 designation began with the affirmarion
of the Americann Association of State Highway
and Transportation Officials (AASHTO). This
designation has continued to the present and

highway signs carry the shield.

1937  Primary State Highway (PSH) 10 designation

began.

1964 Washington State Highway Department began
using a dual number, designacing the highway
as State Route 97 (SR 97) in addition to the

PSH 10 designation.
1970

Designation was officially transitioned from PSH
10 wo SR 97.

1996  Highway was designated a National Highway

System (INHS) rouge.

2001 The Washington State Departinent of

Transportation began using die single
designation of US 97.

b e LT HERPRIE
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Courtesy of the Obanogan County Flistorical Saciety

Existing Highway
Characteristics

Highway Cross Section and Posted Speeds
Most of US 97 is a two-lane roadway, with Janes
averaging twelve (12) feet in width. Paved shoulders
align both the north and southbound lanes of US 97
and vary in width from five (3) feet to eight (8) feet.
There are several places along US 97 that include
either right or left turning lanes, and/or a center
Turning lanes along US 97 arc present in
Pateros, Brewster, northern Omale, Riverside,
Tonasker, and Qroville, [n Tonasker and Oroville
US 97 is considered “Main Streer.” In these areas,
the speed limit is between 25-45 mph, [n all other
locations, the speed limir is 60 mph,

lZLI'lE.

Bridges

There are thirteen bridges along US 97. OF these,
twelve arc owned by the Washington Stare
Department of Transportation (WSDOT) and one is
federally owned. The mileposts and location
descriptions for cach bridge are shown in Table 5.1,

Pull Off Areas

There are also several vehicle pull off arcas located
along the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway., Some of
these locations are more formal than others, wich
advance warning signs on the highway and
improvements. The pull offs arc widened roadway
sections, paved or unpaved, that provide places for
slower vehicles to exit the trave] lane allowing
vehicles to pass. They may also provide shorc-term
parking for travelers ro rest or to access points of




Table 5.1 US 97 Bridge Locations

~ MP 253.49 Bridge BR97/508 Methow River S. Pateros
MP 254.90 Bridge BR97/512 Watson Draw N. Pateros
MP 259.55 Bridge BR97/515 C&CRRR UC S. Brewster
MP 260.63 Bridge BR97/517 C&CR RR UC N. Brewster
MP 264.03 Bridge BR97/520 Okanogan River
(federally owned)
MP 290.29 Bridge BR97/531 C&CRRROC S. Omak
MP 291.48 Bridge BR97/533 SR 155 OC Omak
MP 291.90 Bridge BR37/534 Olanogan River Omak
MP 310.61 Bridge BR97/540 Olkanogan Janis
River/C&CR RR OC
MP 314.72 Bridge BR97/544 Bonaparte Creele 5. Tonasket
MP 315.47 Bridge BR97/547 Siwash Creek N. Tonasket
MP 318.99 Bridge BR97/548 Antoine Creek
MP 330.44 Bridge BR97/560 Okanogan River 5. Qroville

interest along the highway, such as scenic viewpoings
and historic markers. One of the more formal pull
off areas is located at milepost 282.43 on the
southbound side of the highway. This gravel pull off
area provides a picnic shelter and a historic marker
that provides information about the Cariboo Trail.
This marker is part of a series of roadside historic

monuments designed and developed by the
Okanogan Counry Historical Society in the 19803
and 1990s. Another more formal pull off area is
located at milepost 333.44 northbound just north

Bridgs in Pateras - gateinay ro the b WY

of Oroville. This large paved pull off area 15 located
on the northbound side of the highway and provides
a historic marker about Hiram (Olanogan) Smich.

Existing and Projected TrafficVolumes
Accorc{ing to WSDOT 2004 data, the average daily
trattie (ADT) volume for the Qkanogan Trails Scenic
Byway varies from 4,800 to 2,800 along those
sections of US 97 between communities and citics.
In the vicinity of those more urban areas of
communities and civics, the ADT varies from 8,300
to 4,500,

Based on the projected traffic volume growth rate
trend of 3 percent for the byway, the 2024 projected
ADT will vary from 7,700 to 4,500 along those
sections of US 97 between communities and cities.
In the viciniey of those more urban areas of

communities and cities, the AT will vary from
13,300 to 7,200,

Thmugh trips are exceeding the growth rate as a
result of a more mobile population, increased leisure
time, tourism, and the presence of the border

R
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crossing. Freighr traffic is also increasing along the
Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway. At the WSDOT
Automatic Data Counter (ADC), locared between
Oroville and the US/Canadian border, semi-truck
traffic increased from an annual daily average of 104
semis in 1998 to 217 semis in 2004 — a 32 percent
increase.  Some roadway improvements and safecy
measures are needed along the byway o
accommodate the increased seasonal traffic
congestion and increased freighe traffic,

Existing Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities
According to the Okanogan County Transportation
Element, there are no strerches of roadway in the
county restricted from pedestrian or bicycle usage.
US 97 is listed as a Rural Designated Bicycle Route.
The paved shoulders vary in width from mosty
cight feet to short sections of five feet. Bicyclists
CLll—[l'..'ntl}’ use th(-:se shoulders [Xn) tl'ZlVEl allnng the
highway, but there are no official bicycle route signs
along the highway., Pedestrian traffic occurs in
several arcas along the highway, but mostly in
incorporated arcas where posted speeds are lower.

Pedestrian crosswalks and signalized intersections arc
located in Pateros, Brewster, northern Qmak,

Tonasket, and Oroville. All of these communities
have stated a need for enhanced safety and
imnprovements where p{:destri:ms cross the highwny.
At Milepose 291.90 in Omak, pedestrians,
including children, cross the US 97 Bridge (BR 97/
534) over the Okanogan River to access the

Pedestrizor matl in Pateros

'54 Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway
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shopping malt and stores in norch Omak. ‘This is a
Limited Access highway with a posred speed of 60
MPH. The existing bridge is 420 feet long with no

sidewalks, These conditions creave hazards and
barriers for pedestrians in this arca.

The “Transportation Recommendations™ provided
later in this section include projects and tdeas to
enhance pedestrian safety, access, and mobility
where the highway passes through communities
and, in some cases, functions as the “Main Streer” of
the town. The “Transportation Recommendations”
also include suggestions for bicycle routes and safety
programs to cncourage bicycle travel on less traveled
county roads.

Regional and Community Trails

The regional trail system in Okanogan County offers
a world-class experience for byway travelers and
visitors to the area. Various rypes of trails are
currently open for public use, from flat, paved and
wheelchair accessible paths to exhaustingly steep
paths that lead to soaring summics and viewpoints.
An extensive system of trails is available within the
Okauog:ln Nacdonal Forest, with 2,027 miles
avaifable for public use. These trails are used by
hikers, equestrian users, mountain bikers,
maotorcyclists, ATV riders, snowmobilers,
snowshoers, dog sledders, cross-country skiers, and
others. Other federal (BLM) and state agencies in
the area also maintain a variety of crails. The Pacific
Crest Trail, which extends from Mexico through the
United States and into Canada, winds along
Okanogan County’s western border for 62.4 miles
and can be accessed from a variety of points.

Okanogan County commissioners adopted an
outdoor recreation plan in 2004 that outlined plans
for several trail projects, and the county also is in the
process of updating its Trails Plan. Several existing
trail routes will be enhanced and new trails will be
built linking communities and popular recreation
and tourism destinacions. Once all projects are
completed, county residents and visitors will have an
array of easily accessible trails thar lead ro rivers,
streams, lakes, wildlife watching areas, and other
destinations.  As the county moves forward with trail
project development it is committed to working
closely with ranchers, orchardises, and other private
tandholders o ensure their needs are met. The




couney’s trail development plan will not only help to
expand crail usage for visitors to the area, but also for
rcgiunul and community transportation needs, such

as children walking, bicycling, and horseback riding

to school.

The Pacific Northwest Trail (PNT) is one of the
major trail routes the county is helping to support
development of. A segment of the PNT, beginning
in Nighthawk and ending in Oroville, will run along
the Similkameen River. This part of the PNT is
important since much of it will be accessible 1o

It will be one of the few accessible
trails in the United States of this length in such a
scenic region. When the PNT is completed, it will
be cover abour 160 miles I:hrough Okanogan
County alone and abour 1,200 miles from the Puget
Seund to Glacier National Park in Moentana,
becoming one of the most significant east-west trail
routes in the United States.

wheelchair users.

The Okanogan County Connector Trail will serve as
an important link and “linear park” connecting
thirteen communiries in the County, including
Oroville, Nighthawk, Loomis, Conconully, and
Winthrop. This connector trail will be about 130
miles in ctotal length when completed. This erail
system will be a great asset, not only 1o the
communities, ber also for tourists from around the
world. The Okanogan River Trail will be Phase 1 of
the community connector, [inking Okanogan and

Omak.

The Similkameen Connector Trail will followr the viver co the Enloe
Dan site seen here,

LN

The Similkameen Connector Trail is another project
underway in the councy. This trail will involve
acquisition and developient along the old 1905
railroad grade. 'The crail will follow the Similkameen
River through a primitive unlined tunnel and past
the 1917 Enloe Dam buile atop a watcrfall. The
dam site includes many hiscoric features that would
be preserved as part of the project.

Okanogan County is working closely with the
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife to
develop an interpretive trail system at the Driscoll
Island wildlife 1'cfuge.

Transit

Several areas of the Okanogan County region are
served by limited public transportation. Okanogan
Counry Transportation is a non-profit organization
based in OQmak thar provides transic service through
twelve buses. Many seniors and people with
disabilities use the transit system, along with the
general public. Okanogan County Transportation
provides hourly scrvice on routes in Omak,
Okanogan, and Conconully. The organization also
provides once-a-day round trip service from Omak
to Oroville and from Ormal to Brewster.

Northwest Trailways is another organizatton that
provides transportation services. They provide daily
service along US 97 from Omak to Wenatchee.
According to the Okanogan County Comprehensive
Plan, Transporeation Element, cthe community has
requested additional transportation services and
better advertising of existing services. Sce
“Transportation Recommendations” for ideas and

projects related o improved transit service.

Airports

There are seven public use airports in the byway
region. Airports are located in Brewster, Okanogan,
Omale, Tonasker, Oroville, Twisp, and Winthrop.
These airports provide an oppertunity for increased
tourism and economic activity in the region.
Recreational flying is becoming more and more
popular, and the Okanogan region will continue to
be one of the major destinations in the western US
for this activity. There is also the potential to
expand commercial air transportation services in the
valley to serve commuters and business travel
between the region and major metropolitan areas

Corridor Management Plan
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such as Seactle-Tacoma, Portland-Vancouver, and
Vancouver B.C. The Brewster airport is currently
undergoing a major renovacion that includes
updating and expanding existing facilities.

The history of the region’s airports and air travel
could be promoted as part of the byway experience.
The historic hangar at the Okancgan Airport could
be interprered 1o byway travelers, as well as other
histerical airporc buildings and information.
Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway could be one of the
FEW corridol‘s il'l thﬁ Country rha[ F}I’Oﬂ]otfs Visitor
travel and experience via roadways, riverways, and
airways.

Railroads

Railroads have played an important role in shaping
the cconomy of the Olanogan region. The Great
Northern Railway began construction in the
Olkanogan Valley in 1912. Since this time, che
railroad was used to ship goods our of the Okanogan
region to the rest of the country. ‘The railroad
helped define Washington as “apple country.”
Today, the Cascade 8 Columbia River Railroad
continues to play an important part in the regional
economy by serving the Okancgan Valley, hauling
bulk wood products and mineral products to the
Burlingron Northern Santa Fe mainline in
Wenatchee, There may be opportunities to use the
existing rail line for passenger rransportation and
tourism purposes, such as dinner routs and
excursions offering visitors opportunities to
experience the scenic and historic qualities of the
area.

Railroads have j)ﬂrz_yed an inportant role i the region.
Courtesy of the Okanogan Historical Seciety
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Transportation
Recommendations —
Introduction

Below is a list of recommendations related o
transportation for the Okanogan Trails Scenic
Byway. Recommendations include the addition of
passing lanes, safety rest areas/roadside pull offs,
gateway enhancements, pedestrian improvements,
bicycle routes, and promotion of local tourism
routes and water routes. Implementation of chese
recommendations will improve transportation and
recreation experiences for all byway users including
commuters, tourists and recreationists, pedestrians,
bicyelists, freight, and agricultural traffic. Many of
these recommended enhancements are in addicion
to WSDOT identified North Central Region
transportation system needs, and they will be
costly to implement. The Washington State
Legislature has not been supporrive of allocating
general state funding for construction of new safety
rest areas/restrooms and other transportation
related byway enlmncements in recent yt‘:ﬂrs. SD
the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway organization
and partnering local communities and stakeholders
Wl“ IlCC(l to S(‘.’:(‘ll{ f:edera] Ell'ld. stare gl'ﬂ.l'lts -'-].nd Dthcr
funding sources to fund many of the recommended
byway enhancements, while encouraging the
region’s elected legislators and local officials to work
towards providing some of the funds needed.
Coordinarion the the W5DOT North Central
Region and orher affected stakeholders is essential
for success in implementing these
recommendations.

Implementation and
Updating of Route
Development Plan

Recommendations

In 2000, a Route Development Plan tor US 97 was
created. This plan provided a thorough review of
conditions on US 97 at that year, including a 20-
year projection of waffic colume changes. WSDOT
will periodically review and update the Route
Development Plan to reflect changed conditions
and changed future projections in response to the
Region needs. 'The plan assessed existing highway




Recommendations’

conditions, access management, traffic data, and also
identified deficiencies and/or future needs along US
97. Funding sources and availabilicy were not
considered for the identified future needs. The
projects identified in the 2000 Route Development
Plan to address future needs should be implemented
as funds become available. Tt is recommended chat
the Roure Development Plan be updated 1o consider
additional transportation needs recently identified as
pact of this byway planning process and Okanogan
County transportation planning activities (refer 1o
additional recommendations in chis section of the
Okanogan Trails Corridor Management Plan}.

The following future needs were identified in the
2000 Route Development Plan for US 97:

Bridge widening in Pateros — Milepost 253
+ Resr area south of Olanogan — Milepost 280

4 lanes and interchange north of Okanogan - Milepost
290

Pedestrian bl‘ic{gefpedestrian Crossing, improvements

n Omak — Milepost 292
Bridge widening south of Tonasket — Milepost 310
Rest area north of Tonasket — Milepose 318

Bridge widening in Oroville — Milepost 330
Passing and Left-Turn Lanes

There are currently no passing lanes on the
Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway from Pateros to the
Canadian border. Many long, fairly level strerches of
the highway in the unincorporated areas provide for
passing apportunities, especially along the Limited
Access section of US 97 from Pateros to Tonasket.
However, local wraffic congestion is increasing
between the Crumbacher Lake residential areas and
Tonasket. The addition of the kfi-turn lanes would
improve safety and mobility on US 97, Left-turn
lanes (pockets) provide a refuge for vehicles turning;
thus vehicles do not impede traffic flow. Left-turn
fanes should be located at major access and
interscction points along US 97, WSDOT should
evaluate the need for left-turn lanes along the byway
as parc of an updated Route Development Plan. In
some cases, right-turn deceleration and accelerarion
lallcs [BIE-N ﬂ.lSD be needed.

Highway Access Needs

Access to ColvilleTribal Enterprises Site
South of SR 155 and US 97 Junctionin
Omak

With increasing use of US 97 as a result of increased
freight waffic, agricultural uses, and tourism and
recreational travelers, the need for new access points
along the byway should be assessed. 'lourisim and
visitor destinations, such as roadside fruir stands and
scenic and historic overlooks and pull offs, provide a
valuable assct to the region’s economy and improve
highway safery by providing travelers places ro pull
off and rest. 'T'hese needs should be balanced wich
access management objectives that recognize the
need to efficiently move people and goods through
the corridor.

The Colville Confederated Tribes have expressed the
desire for a new highway approach access near the
existing intersection of Highway 155 and Highway
97. This proposed access point would serve the
traffic using the new Omak Industrial Park, which is
generally located at che southease corner of the
existing interchange. The existing intersection is
non-supportive for this new development and from
an engineeting point of view, major modifications
would be required to construct proper on and off
ramps. In order for this to occur, it is likely thar a
new fully developed intetsecrion with acceleration
and deceleration lanes and curn pockers would need
to be constructed ar a suitable locadion near the site.
Another option would be a frontage road along this
area for the industrial p:ll'lc’s new tenants, but a new

Eyfsting Cariboo Tiatl overlock conld be upgraded to include restrooms
ﬂ??d’ ﬂtl]f?' impmymrc’}zrs.
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or relocaced intersection poine of access will seill
ultimately be needed to provide for the future
vehicle and truck rraffic generation. Refer o the
Tribal Enterprises site plan {(available from the
Colville Confederated Tribes) for a detailed depiction
of the potential access configuration for this location.
The Steering Committes recommends thar the
Colville Confederated Tribes, WSDOT, and the City
of Omak work together to explore options for
making appropriate access and design changes to the
Limired Access right-of-way of US 97 in this vicinity
that will benefit the Tribes, the community, and che
area transportation system. Public inpur will be
integral to these discussions.

Comfort Station/Safety Rest
Area

A comfort station/safery resc area should be located
at a central point on the Qkanogan Trails Scenic
Byway. Analysis of the feasibility of developing a
restroom and additional visitor accommeodations
such as picnic facilities :Llong US 97 hetween Paceros
and Oroville is reccommended. A new comfort
station porencially could be located in the sand
dunes area {south of Wakeficld), but other possible
sites centrally located along the byway should also
be considered. The sand dunes area 15 located on
the Confederared Tribes of the Colville Reservation,
so close collaboration and partnership will be needed
with the WSDOT and the Tribes. The Cariboo Trail
overlook could also be upgraded to include a
restroom. There is a need for expanded visitor
facilities and restrooms in several communities along
the byway, including but not limited to Pateros, as
the byway's soucthern gareway. Where available,

R ot ki) ; y AR iy
Pudl a_fﬁ shonld be located in each commun ity, includin g (roville,
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visitors should be made aware of existing facilities in
communities including visitor centers and parks.
Comfort stations/safery rest arcas should include
additional facilities for visitors, such as picnic tables,
trash recepracles, water fountains, and shade
structures.

Travelers Rests: Roadside
Pull Off Areas and

Interpretive Waysides

Enhancing existing roadside pull offs and adding
additional pull offs along the byway are
recommended. There are several areas that could be
fl.ll'tllﬁr ({CVEIOPEC{ to Eﬂhﬂ.l]CE I)YWQ.Y tr:l.velers’
experiences and provide opportunities for travelers to
rest during their journey on the Okanogan Trails
Scenic Byway.

Improvements at Existing Roadside Pull
Offs

There are several existing pull offs that could be
enhanced, expanded, and improved.

Fort Okanogan Overlook

The existing Fort Okanngan Qverlook/pull off
northbound from Brewster at milepost 263,36
should be enhanced to provide additional amenities
for byway travelers. This pull off includes an
overlook and an historic marker, placed in 1967 by
WSDOT, commemorating Fort Okanogan. The
road access off the highway is in WSDOT right-of-
way, but the averlook and commemorating panel are
sited on private land. Issues of access to the existing
overlook need to be addressed. 1t is recomunended
that a byway subcommittee meet with the
landowner, Olcanogan County Historical Sociery
representatives, and Qkanogan County officials to
eXPlOl'e OptiOﬂS For DVEI]DDI{ ACCEsS al]d Sitf‘_
enhancements. One of those options may be an
easement for access and use. This overlook could be
expanded to include additional interpretive panels,
picnic facilities, and other improvements. Additional
panels should interpret wildlife viewing of waterfowl
and raptors, as well as stories of the first peoples who
lived below the overlook at this confluence of the
Olcanogan River with the Columbia River A
comprehensive site evaluation is needed. With
increased use, improvements to the access road will
be needed. Future improvements to the highway
may include a left-turn lane and righe-turn taper. I
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is not recommended thar chis locarion be moved
because the overlook affords an outstanding view of
the river confluence and historic site of Fort
Olkanogan. If there is a need to include an historic
marker and interpretation about Fort Okanogan at
the state park, additional signs should be pravided
there, but the existing marker at Fort Okanogan
Overlook should not be moved.

North of the Monse Bridge Road

The existing pull off is located on the southbound
side of the highway, north of the Monse Bridge
Road, at milepost 273.70. This existing informal
pull off in the “sand dune and pine trees” area
includes unique feacures that would make for an
avtractive pull off for freight waffic and visitors alike.
See Section 6 ~ Telling the Byway Story -
Interpretive Master Plan for interpretation themes
for this area. It is recommended that the pull off
here be expanded and improved to include more
space for pulling off, picnic facilities, a restroom,
and walking trails with interprerive exhibits. The
Confederated Tribes of Colville Reservation own the
land adjacent to the right-of-way. Coordinacion and
partnetship will be needed to enhance this site.

South of Okanogan

The existing formzl pull off located on the
southbound side of the highway, south of
Olkanogan, at milepost 282.43, could be improved.
The existing historic marker addressing the Cariboo
Irail could be enhanced or additional interpretive
signs could be installed. New exhibits could include
historical photas, illustrations, and additional rext
on the historical uses of the corridor for thousands of
years. The pull off could alse include picnic
opportunities and restrooms.

New Roadside Pull Off Areas

There are several locations along the byway where
additional pull offs would provide a place for slower
traffic to pullover, as well as provide a location for
interpretive and trail opportunities.

Communities

A new roadside pull off should be located in each
community dircetly accessible from the byway:
Pateros, Brewster, Okanogan, Omak, Riverside,
Tonasket, and Oroville. The pull offs could be
located at existing siees along the byway (visitor
centers, parks, ete.) See Sccelon 6 — Telling the

Features in dowaeowne Gmak indudiﬂg J'{g/}tr‘ng. p[rmrers, and brick
stdetualls provide a pedestrian-friendly strectscape.

Byway Story - Interprecive Master Plan for
interpretive themes.

South of Riverside

A pull off could be located on the northbound side
of the highway, south of Riverside. This pull off
would allow people w enjoy majestic views of the
“Mountains Thar Lean” and could include
interpretation on the geological fearures of the cliffs
and the natural forces thar contributed to the
differences in the geological features on the west and
cast sides of the highway.

South of Tonasket/Crumbacher Road

A pull off could be locared south of Tonasket near
Crumbacher Road. This pull off would offer
oppertunities for great views of the farming activities
near Tonasket and could include an interprerive
panel.  Another pull off south of Tonasket could be
located at the top of the descent to the Janis Bridge.
This pull off would offer superb views of Whitestone
Mountain as well as agricultural activities. This
could also include an interpretive panel telling the
story of and directing visitors to McLaughlin
Canyon,

R PP R R T MR 0
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Gateway Enhancements

Gateway enhancements are recommended for both
the south and north entry points w the gareway.
Enhancements could include a “Welcome to the
Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway” sign, interpreration
about the byway, maps on signs (see Signing and
Wayfinding), and beautification treatments
including plantings and other features. The
gateways should be prominent, highly visible and
inviting areas for byway visitors, Travelers should
know that they are entering a unique, special, scenic
place. The gateways also should be places where
Peopl@ can pull U.Ff‘ the ]'(Jﬂ.d SELFEly to I'Eﬂ.d m:—lps lffﬂrn
about the area, and rest during their travels.

Pedestrian Improvements

Pedestrian improvements, such as enhanced
crossings and pathways, are recommended in most
of the communities along the Okanogan Trails
Scenic Byway. Improvements such as traffic
calming, beaurification e¢nhancements, clearly visible
striping, pedestrian crossing signs, grade separated
crossings, and other features should be considered.

Both residents and visitors altke should be
encouraged to get out of their cars and explore the
unique expetience of portions of the byway on foot.

In Pateros, Brewster, Tonasket, and Oroville, the
byway travels through areas where there is heavy
pedestrian traffic. In Tonasket and Qroville, the
byway is a “main street” through the rowns. Both
Pateros and Brewster have businesses and job centers
located adjacent to the byway. Traffic calming
Imneasures are n:comnlended to SIOW tl'ﬂ{:ﬁl: tl'll'Ough
these areas. Often, residents walle berween work and
home in these communitics. The addition of
stdewalks, crosswalks, wider shoulders andfor
walkways, along with additional “pedestrian zone”
signs and pedestrian street lighting would help to
improve safety. Additional street trees and plantings
along these portions of the byway would also help to
enhance the pedestrian environment. Trees,
plantings, and other beautification techniques
{colored paving and curb extensions) also improve
the quality of the streetscape and narrow the
perception of the roadway. Therefore travelers are
likely o slow down. Mid-block crossings could also
be provided to enhance pedeserian mobility.

o e v
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In Pateros, there is a need for pedestrian
improvements, such as sidewalks and crossing
improvements on the rallroad side of the highway.

Pedestrian access over the Okanogan River on US 97
at Milepost 291.90 in Omak is recommended to
provide a safe pedestrian connection and a more
active connection for east Omak residents. Extensive
improvements in this area are needed to enhance
pedestrian mobilicy and crossing safety while
improving pedestrian and bicycle connectivity to
East Omak. A multi-use path is recommended to
conneet the communities of Okanogan and Omak.
A path would greatly enhance connectivity for the
communitics and encourage non-motorized travel.
Another recomrmendation is to provide better
pedestrian and bicycle access ro the Okanogan sports
complex adjacent o US 97,

With all of these recommendanions, a close
partership between the local communities and the
WSDOT will be needed to ensure that objectives
relaced to livability, cconomic vitality, and
pedestrian safery are carefully balanced with needs
related to efficient movement of people, vehicles,
and goods on the highway. The Okanogan Trails
Scenic Byway organization should work closely with
WSDOT and local communiries to find the best
solutions for enhancing pedestrian safecy to improve
the overall byway experience.

i be pramoted as an alternate rowte for bicyclises

Old Hi_g/}rudy 97 con
and :"J_ywzr_y travelers,
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Bicycle Routes

Improvements to enhance the viability of bicycling
both on and off the Ckanogan ‘[rails Scenic Byway
are recommended. Signs and promodonal cfforts
could help reinforce and support the highway's rural
bicycle route designation and make all wavelers
aware of the need to share the highway with
bicyclists. Shoulder widening of a sufficient width to
accommodate bicycling is recommended. Stace
highways have a design standard of 2 minimum 4-
foot shoulder for non-motorized use. Fortunately,
alt shoulders along US 97 on the byway meet or
exceed the state highway minimum standard. Much

of US 97 has 7-foor to 8-foot wide shoulders.

A specific bicycle touring brochure/map and web-
ready information (accessible through multiple
Internet sites) could be created for the byway area
that includes a list of recommended bicycle touring
routes. Refer to Figure 5.2 for recommending local
rouring routes. These routes could serve both motor
vehicle and bicycle tourists, but some improvements
are needed te ensure that the nceds of all wavelers
are accommodated. Some of the county roads
recommended as bicycle routes need shoulder
improvements. These routes are scenic and carry less
traffic chun US 97, ufﬁ-:ring a more pleasumble
bieyeling experience than with on-highway travel,
While bicycling is allowed on US 97, in areas where
alternative routes are available, bicyclists should be
encouraged o use these routes instead of the

highway.

In addition to roadwny bicycling, extensive off-road
trails in the region provide opportunities for
mountain biking. The Okanogan Trails Scenic
Byway organization should work with local courism
and recreational organizations, as well as state,
federal, and local agencies to improve conditons for
on-road and off-road bicycling throughour the
region. Further promoting and accomtnodating
bicycling and mountain hiking in the Okanogan
region will help to increase tourism and related
econemic benefits.

Regional and Community
Trails

Okanogan County is committed to providing a
system of safe, enjoyable outdoor recreation and
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transportation opportunities for non-mororized
travel to county residents. One of the counry’s main
goals is to provide scenic and interesting routes that
connect all thirceen communities of the county. The
county is currendy working on trail improvements
and connections to national trails such as the Pacific
Northwese Trail. The couaty also is wotling to
acquire land and develop a trail between Oroville,
Nighthawk, and Loomis. The project would provide
local and visiting public with a non-motorized trail,
aceessible at both ends, as a safe and viable
community connector. The trail would provide a
beneficial and unique form of reercation and would
tnchude kiosks and interpretive signs describing the
trall, local history, diversity of cultures, nature,
unique scenic beaury, and wildlife. Development of
this trail will help to fulfill the overall goals
described in the county’s comprehensive plan. The
county is also working with the Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife on the
development of a pull off and parking area near
Driscoll Island and the junction of the Pacific
Northwest Trall. These improvemenes will allow
byway travelers to access the regional trail system
and the island, where additional interpretive trails
are proposed. There is also interest in use of the
railroad righr-of-way between Pateros and Brewster
for a trail (pedestrian and bicycle access). For more
information about existing and planned regional and
community trails, refer to the earlier discussion in

this plan.

The cxceptional trail resources of the reglomn offer an
array of experiences for byway travelers and visirors
to the area. As such, the Okanogan Trails Scenic

A e
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Byway organization should continue to work closcly
with federal, state, and local agencics and the
Colville Confederated Tribes to support trail
development and enhancement projecrs throughout
the region.

Promotion of Local Touring
Routes

Promorting alternative touring and recreational
routes on Qkanogan County roads that connect into
the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway is a viable
strategy for reducing tourism and recreation traffic
on the US 97 mainline. Several local tour routes,
some well known and others less known currently
connect to the byway. Recommended touring
routes are shown on Figure 5.1.

One of the most prominent alternate routes would
be the route thar follows the old US 97 and old 7
highways. Byway travelers can access old 97 from
many locations. Beginning in Brewster, old 97
traverses the west side of the Okanogan River
through historic communiries and towns and the
bustling downtowns of Okanogan and Omak.
These routes allow travelers and visitors to
experience Okanogan country at a leisurely pace and
encourage stopping along the byway to dine and
shop. Visitors would be able to enjoy glimpses of
the area’s rich history visible in some of the historic
architecture and sires in the rowns,

Several of the local touring routes provide
opportunities for “loop” travel. (See Figure 5.1 for
loop routwe recommendations.) Loop routes allow
cravelers to access intrinsic qualities and other scenic,
narural, and historic sites not located directly on the
byway and offer the advaniage of tying back into the
byway for wraveler convenience. Promoting the local
loop routes to Conconully, Loomis, Nighthawk,
Okanogan Nacional Forest, and Molson would
greatly enhance byway travelers’ experienees. Loop
routes should be encouraged through various media
including brochures, maps, websites, radie,
television, word-of-mouth, and other means.

Before tour and loop routes are promoted, an
assessinenc of roadway conditions and potential
needs for improvements should be complered. Not
all the routes currently meer federal roadway
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standards. Some routes may not be suitable for use
by larger RVs and buses. Further analysis of these
routes would help determnine the level of
improvements needed ro accommodate che full

tange of byway visitors.

Promotion of Water Routes

Some of the most important features of the
Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway are rivers. The byway
begins at a river confluence, the Methow and
Columbia rivers, and ends ar 2 river confluence, the
Okanogan and Similkameen rivers. Visitors should
bc CI]COUrﬂgﬁd to CXPC'I.I@HCE t]lf: l’)}fwa}! Viﬂ. tht‘SE
water routes. The rivers provide unique
opportunities for experiencing the byway by boat
and canoe. The rivers and river trailheads and launch
sites should be promoted for reercation including
boating, fishing, canocing, and kayzking. There are
several existing access rouces along the Olanogan
and Columbia rivers. Figure 5.2 shows the location
of existing public access sites and recrearion sites
throughout the byway region. These sites should be
promoted to the general public. Maps and
brochures listing access sites, mileage of paddle
routcs, restrootn, picnic, pal‘l{ing, and camping
facilitics should be created. Additional public beat
launches and access points to the rivers are
encowraged along the byway. Scenic river adventures
should be promoted throughout the byway region
while still protecting the property rights of those
living on or near rivers,
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Figure 5.1 Local Touring Routes

Legend
== Olcanogan Trails Scenic Byway
=== | acal Touring Routes
Tour Route Description:

@ Old Highway 97
@ Omak Lake

(3] Conconully

@) Chewiliken

@ Sinlahekin
 Loomis/Many Lakes
@ old Highway 7

© Highlands Loop
0 Similkameen
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Figure 5.2 Public River Access and Recreation Sites

Legend

| === Okanogan Tralls Scenic Byway

River Access Sites

ﬂ Pateros

a Brewster

e Manse River Road

a Monse Bridge

ﬁ Okanogan Boat Launch

0 Omak Stampede

ﬂ Riverside

B Tonasket (2 access locations)
© Ellisforde

@ Cordell

m Driscoll Island

@ Oroville at HWK 97 Bridge
and Okanogan River

Recreation Sites

F1 Scotch Creek Wildlife Refuge
¥ Sinlahekin Wildlife Refuge
1 Driscoll Island Wildlife Area
Olcanogan National Forest
Pasayten Wilderness

]l Other State Lands/
Wildlife Areas
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Introduction

The Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway follows a historic
travel route used for thousands of years by many
different cultures. Intriguing history and significant
natural resources offer unique interpretive
opportunities for byway travelers, including
residents of the area as well as visitors from other
places. This interpretive master plan provides ideas
for communicating the byway’s stories - historic
evencs, natural forces that have shaped the
landscape, cultural ways and traditions, and other
interesting aspects of the byway’s past, present, and
future.

The most significant stories relaved o che six
intrinsic qualities (natural, scenic, historic, culeural,
archaeological, and recreational) can be tied together
by interpretive themes and presented through a
varicty of media. From the existing conditions
analysis and interinsic quality rescarch, several
potential interpretive topics have emerged related to
unique aspects of the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway.
These topics represenc the stories of the byway that
can l‘Je woven thether t]lr‘mlgh a COmIno thﬂlnf:'
based approach to the story telling and design styles
of interpretive exhibits. This section of the plan
sumemarizes these story ideas and makes
recormunendations related to how they could be
interprered.

i £
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The vase Okanogan cowntry is a land of many storics,
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The Purpose of
Interpretation

The purpose of interpretation along the Okanogan
Trails Scenic Byway will be to broaden visitors' and
residents’ awareness of the significanc stories of the
region. Interpretation is a specific communication
strategy that is used to translate information from
the rechnical language of an expert to the everyday
language of all age groups. With that goal in mind,
interpretation should be creative and enjoyable, An
effective inrerpretive program should educarte,
enrertain, and elevare the experience for everyone.
Interpretation has been defined as:

An educational activity which aims to reveal meanings
and re!czﬁiambz‘ps ﬁb}‘aug/ﬂ the use af m‘igm:z[ 0(’2_]'6::::, by
Jersthand experience, aned t'?_y Hiustrative media, rather
than simply to communicate fuctual information.
(Francis Tilden, renowned expert and auchor on
interpretation)

Interpretation can be accomplished through a
variety of media including signs, cxhibits, visitor
centers, audio/visual productions, publications, and
special programs such as guided hikes and tours,
living history reenactments, lectures, and other
special events. [nterpretation of the byway's trcasures

will foster an appreciation of the area by educating

" Corridor Management Plan 6.1



people about the significance of the byway’s
important resources. Stewardship messages
encouraging visitors to “tread lighdy” on the narural
environment and respect private property righes
should be interwaoven into the interpretive program.

Central Interpretive Topics

Some overall interpretive topics central to telling the
story of the Okanogan 'Irails Scenic Byway have been
identified and developed as part of this corridor
management plan. These topics consist of elements
thar highlight the rich natureal, culeural, and
historical aspects of the byway — its past, present,
and the vision for its future.

NaturalWonders

Dramatic natural forces have been at work
throughout the Okanogan Trails region. The
evidence lies in the unique rock formaoons,
glistening mountain lakes and diverse landscapes
throughout the area. Geologic events have sculpted
the carth leaving behind extraordinary scenery. A
varicty of flora and fauna have adapted to the area
over the years. Forests of pine trees juxtaposed with
the arid shrub steppe ecosystem demonstrate the
diversity of the area, which accommodates a wide
variety of wildlife. Many species of waterfowl and
other birds, fish and aquartic animals, and mammals
live in the region.

T

The mounia
Conrtesy of Mike MeKee
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6—2 Dkanogan Trails Scenic Byway

The Call of the Okanogan

With its abundant natural resources, the region
surrounding the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway has
attracted a diversicy of peoples from different
cultures and ethnic backgrounds throughout time.
Native Americans were the first peoples of this land,
and native people from several cribes still live
throughout the area today. The eatliest pecples of
this land depended on the rich resources of the rivers
and mountains. They fished the rivers for salmon,
sturgeon, and other specles, hunted for game
throughour the area, and gathered berries, roots, and
other plant foods and medicines. Until the mid-
1800s, tribes of che region were nomadic, fb“nwing
the seasons and sources of food, moving from
summer and winter camps was a way of life. There
were many narive villages and encampments
throughout the region. Frequendy, the locations of
these places would change depending on the needs
of the tribes and living conditions. For thousands of
years, indigenous native peoples of different speech
and cultural practices craveled across each others
homelands. Today’s understanding of geographic
boundarics did not exist chen.

Eventually in che early ro mid-1800s and later,
trappers, traders, miners, setclers, farmers, and
ranchers from many culcures came to the arca to
establish mining camps, towns, and homesteads.
Their influence on the area remains wday, wich
TeImnants DF aband_oned mines SL].(:]'] as [hﬁ Pall'ner
Mountain Gold Mining and Tunnel Company,
histotic towns, and original orchards such as the one
at Osoyoos State Park. Japanese photographer Frank
Matsura left a vivid record of the late frontier
settlement of the area. His colleetive works provide
an extraordinary look back ac the region’s sectlement
era, and several of his photographs have been
replicared in murals throughout the area. Despite
fires, floods and the end of the Gold Rush era,
population growth and setdement have continued in
the area to this day and succeeding generations have
builc lifestyles around farming and ranching and
other industries,

The course of history forever changed the lives of
native peoples, The first nations of this region
survived many trials and tribulations with the influx
of foreign traders, settlers, and missionaries. Today,
the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Rescrvation
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maineains a strong sovereign government in the
reglon, representing twelve aboriginal tribes. The
reservation of the Colville Confederate Tribes covers
1.4 million acres in North Cencral Washington. A
significant portion of the Okanogan Trails Scenic
Byway traverses the western border of the
reservation. The native traditions, events, and ways
of life of the Colville Confederated Tribes continue
o contribute to the diversity of the region today and
are integral to the byway’s story. For more
information about the history of the Confederated
Tribes of the Colville Reservation, refer to discussion
later in thiz section and in Section 2, Existing
Conditions, and Section 3, Intrinsic Qualities.

MNative American Leaders

Many prominent Native American leaders have lived
in the Okanogan Trails arca and influenced its
history. Among the Interior Salish-speaking tribes,
authority was craditionally decentralized and
responsive to tribal needs, The Salish tribes of the
region did not have a single chief, but rather a “head
man” for each vill:lge (alrhough this was not always
the case with the Sahaptin—speaking tribes, the Chief
Joseph Nez Perce and the Palus). The head man
received and retained his authority through
consensus. He was not a leader who ruled by giving
orders, but rather someonc who assumed
responsibilities. He warried about che winter food
supply and kept track of where familics went to dig
roots or hunt. e made decisions about where to
camp.

If the village were large enough, there might also
have been separatc “chicfs” for salmon fishing, deer
hunting, or other activities, When a head man failed
to perform sarisfacrorily, he was replaced. The office
was not hereditary. If son succecded father, it was
because as the boy got older, he accompanied his
father and learned. He began assuming a share of the
responsibilities and became a natural successor.
However, h:ad(-:rship was not limited o males; some
females also fulfilled a variety of leadership roles
within a village or band. The concept of “chicf” did
not exist in its modern interpretation untl conracr
with forcign powers, such as the Hudsons Bay
Company and Governor [saac Stevens. Appointing a
chief was a political maneuver used by foreign
governments to manipulate the desired outcome of
dealing with Native Americans. Often, the “chief”
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identified was clearly the most influential leader of
his people, but if they could, Furo-Americans would
choose a man who seemed most likely (o be
petsuaded to their aims, appoint him “chief,” and
then refuse to deal with anyone other than their
“official chief.” The term “leader” is a morc
approptiate and relevant description of persons of
autheority in [neerior Salish culrure.

Representatives from the Colville Confederated
Tribes are interested in providing incerpretation
abour the different types of leaders who have lived in
the region throughout time. The following list
includes some of the various leaders of the cribes,
from hereditary, to spiritual, to political. Addicional
research about wibal leaders is ongoing and furure
interpretation could include other important men
and women who helped shape the region’s history.
Coordination with the Colville Confederared ‘Tribes
will be important with furure development of
interpretive topics, themes, and texe.

Chief Chiliwhist Jim (La-ka-kin)
Chiliwhist Jim, from Malott, was a medicine man
and spiritual leader of the Methow Tribe.

Chief John Harmelt

1853-1937 — John Harmelt was the last chief of the
Wenatchi Tribe officially recognized by the Federal
Government, He once said that he would never leave
his old hunting grounds; and true to his werd,
Harmelt (and a few others) ke:pt their homes near
the Wenatchapam Fishery. However, berween 1900
and 1930, many other Wenatchis moved to the
Colville Reservation. Harmelt continued to peticion
the government to protest the mistreatment of his
people and in 1899-1900 rraveled rwice ro
Washington D.C. to protest the lost reservation.
When he died in 1937, the Wenatchis' fight for
their lands scemed to have died with him, yet this
struggle continues today. Chief Harmelts
granddaughter, Celia Ann Dick, was forced to move
o the Colville Reservation after her grandfather’s
death. As an adult, Celia Ann passed on to her
children the history of the Wenatchis' ancescral
homeland and how their wuibe’s reservation was
taken from them. Those children made a promisc to
their mother that they would fighe for the return of
the Wenatchi ‘[ribe’s rescrvation and treaty righes.
Today her children carry on the fight.

= e
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Chief Moses (Sulktalthscosum)

1829-1899 — An early party of Presbyterian
missionaries at Lapwal, gave Sulkealthscosum the
name of “Moses,” Chief Sullialthscoswm, born in
1829, was the chief of the ribe of Native Americans
inhabiting the Columbia Basin area. They were
called Sinkiuse and Columbias. This chief was one of
the most influendal leaders in Eastern Washington
and Northern Idaho in the mid to lace 1800s.
Moses Columbia bands were well known for their
fine horses. Moses’ people roamed the Basin in the
late 1800s until he was unfairly accused of murder.
In 1878, a couple was murdered near Rattlesnake
Springs by a band rhought to be connected o Chief
Joseph. The military, however, blamed the incident
on Chicf Moses. He was captured near present—day
(¥ Sullivan Dam and ordered to stand trial in
Yalima, where he was found innocent. Chief Moses
went to Washington D.C., ralked to President
Rutherford B. Hayes and turned control of the
Columbia Basin over 1o the government, which
opened the basin for homesteading in exchange for
the Moses or Columbia Reservation. Moses then
moved to the Columbia Reserve. The Columbia
Reserve c;m:umpassed the west side of the Columbia
and Okanogan rivers to the crest of the Cascades,
north o the Canadian border and south to the
south shore of Lake Chelan. A few years after its
establishment by Presidential Execueive Order, the
“Moses Agreement” rerurned the Columbia
Reservation back to the public domain. Moses
moved to Nespelem on the Colville Reservation.

Chief Sarsarpkin

d. 1887 — Sarsarpkin was chicf of the Sinlahekin
band of Okanogans or sometimes identified as a
Moses Calumbia chicf. He traveled to Washington
D.C with Chief Moses and Chief Tonasket and
signed the Moses Agreement which gave the
Columbia Reservation back to the public domain.
Native Americans had their choice of a square mile
allotment on the former reserve or could move onto
the Colville Reservation. He died in 1887 when his
horse went over a cliff between Conconully and
Loomis. Sarsarpkin’s gravesite is just north of
[.oomis.
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Long Jim (Innomosecha)

1859-1930 — Long Jim was a Chelan chief chat
opposed the establishment of the Columbia Reserve
and subsequent allotting of the Columbia
Reservation when it was returned o the public
domain. For many years, Long Jim refused to move
from his home near Lake Chelan to the Colville
Reservarion or to take a Moses Agreement allotment.
He went through a series of hearings and court
battles about his land, which he won, and eventually
he did talce an allotment on the former Moses
Reserve. Long Jim ultimately relocated to the mouth
of the Okanogan River after leaving his lands in the
Lake Chelan vicinity. He provided a ferry service
across the Columbia between Bridgeport and
Brewster. He was one of a group that opposed
allotting che South Half of che reservation and
warnrted the southwest corner to be left open for
traditional life ways. Long Jim was the facher of
Indian Princess Jessie Jim. Long Jim's dugout canoe
can still be seen at the Fort Okanogan Overlook
(more details to come).

Fort O.rz;wgmr c-uw'foo{' -
Cornrtegy of Robin Stice

Chief Charley Swimptkin

Charles Swimptkin was an Okanogan chief in league
with Long Jim in opposition to allotting reservation
lands and in agreement with keeping of traditional
ways. He was said to be a “visionary leader.” He
was one of three Native American judges who held
court at St Mary’s Mission.

Chief Silahkosasket
d.1913? — Silahkosasker was an Entiar chief who was
half-brother to Chief Wapato John.




Chief Coxit George (Eahoom)

1850-1922 — Son of Silahkosasker, Coxit George,
also known by his native name Lahoom, was an
Entat chicf who settled in the Karar Valley and
became a very successful cattleman.

Chief Alexander Smitkin

d. 1919 — Smitkin was a Wenatchi or Moses
Columbia chief who seutled north of Qmak Lake and
denated a portion of his land w Father de Rouge
who established St. Mary’s Mission. He was a very
devout spiritual leader in the Catholic Church.

Chief Joe Aenecas

-1905 — Aeneas Valley, on the North Half of the
reservation, is named for Joe Acneas, an Olanogan
chief who settled there in 1863 with his family and
livestock, forsaking his ancestral lands and chiefly
role in the forested region west of the Okanogan
River. Aeneas could not control young men under
him who wanted to Lill invading white miners and
screlers, yer he knew their course was fucile. Chisf
Aeneas lived on his ranch until his death in abour
1905,

(Reference for the above informarion: Confederated
Tribes of the Colville Reservation, Flistory Depariment)

A Landscape of SalishWords

Many of the original Interior Salish language words
for places throughout the region remain as names
today. The names for places such as Olcanogan,
Omalk, Sinlahekin, Similkameen, Conconully,
Tonasket, and Osoyoos were derived from Salish
terms. Travelers along the Olkanogan "Trails Scenic
Byway and throughout the region, should be made
aware of these native place names and should have
opportunities to learn about their meanings.

This interpretive idea would involve placement of a
series of similar style signs or markers depicting che
native names and meanings for places along the
byway. Native names and meanings could also be
provided on interpretive pancls ar waysides and pull
off areas. This project could become part of a
continuous expertence for tavelers of the Coulee
Corridor, Okanogan ‘lrails Scenic Byway, and local
touring routes on the Colville Confederaced Tribes
reservation and throughour the region.

L R

Simpilkeameen River, a Salich word
Conriesy of the Development Manual for Flanwater Paddlegporis

MNative Stories and Legends

There are many stories and legends connected with
places along the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway.
Some of these stories and places are sacred, but some
stories and places could be shared with byway
travelers. The Olkanogan Trails Scenic Byway
organization, Wurking closely with the Colville
Confederated Tribes, should collece all che srories
and legends related to places along the byway chat
can be shared theough interpretation. This worl
should include a geographic inventory of the places,
the scories related to native language names and
meanings for these places, and native stories and
legends known about these places (transcribed from
oral historics or other accurate sources). An example
of this idea exists at the Omale Visitor Center with
the monument known as “How the Animals Got
their Names.” There are many potendal stories and
legends related to animals, rivers, rock fearures,
islands, and other places that could be told o byway
travelers.  Such stories, interpreted from rtribal
perspectives, would help broaden awareness of the
cultures and cradicions of the tribes of the area.

By Land and Water - Historic
Transportation Routes through the Area
Because of the mountainous terrain of the area,
people often traveled along river or by watercraft to
get from one point to another throughout the valley.
Eacly native people of dhe area traveled by canoe and
evencually horseback, as did the explorers and
settlers thar came afrer them. The main overland
route through the region was the Cariboe Trail,
stretching from Walla Walla, Washington to near
Barkersville, Britsh Columbia. While only traces of
the trall can be seen today, its history is still etched
in the landscape. The Okanogan and Columbia
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tivers were major transportation routes for steam
boats carrying passengers and goods to destinations
throughour the valley. Today, the byway corridor
paves the way through the valley providing glimpses
of and access to the rivers and the histotie Cariboo
Trail roure.

Land of Exploration and Adventure

‘The Columbia and Okanogan rivers and
surrounding lands have always been places for
exploration and advencure. Early explorers and
traders passed through here on their way to other
lands. Others came to stay, making the valley their
home. Today, many people seek the beaury and
solitude of the area to escape the vigors of modern-
day life. Come explore this rustic region, far from
fast-paced cities, and find your own adventures.
Known as “Okanogan Country Vacationland” the
region has always been a destination, whether for a
day visit to a festival or rodeo, or for a lifetime for
those who full in love with the area. The scenic
byway brings recognition of the special acrribures
the area has to offer, inviting more people to
experience what locals already know. This cencral
interpretive idea would involve developing a serics of
interprecive exhibits thar tie modern-day exploration
and adventure opportunities to explorations and
adventures of the past.

A Place for All Time - Stewardship and
Preservation of the Qkanogan

Residents within the Okanogan Valley and
surrounding areas know how lucky they are to live
here. They cherish, respece, and take pride in the
beauriful, nateral environment chat surrounds them:
streams, rivers and lakes, geological wonders,
wildlife, vegetation, ghost towns, and numerous
historic buildings and strucoures, These
characteristics also provide unique experiences for
byway travelers. Building a strong partnership
between the byway organization, the Colville
Confederated Tribes, local communices, and state
and national agencies will help to ensute that this
unique landscape is well-managed and preserved so
that residents and visitors have opportunities to
enjoy the area and zll of its atwributes for many years
o come.
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Conrtesy of the Obanogan Corney Hiseorical Sociery

Respect for Private Properties and Rural
Lifestyles

Along with interpretation about the imporcance of
stewardship and resource management to protect
sensitive and unique areas, where necessary,
interpretive exhibits should encourage viewers to
respect private property rights and rural lifestlyes of
the area’s residents, and to cnjoy the Okanogan
Trails Scenic Byway's wonders from publicly
accessible sites available chroughout the area.

Recommendations for
Interpreting the Byway
Story

This section outlines potental interpretive messages,
themes, and ideas for many of the places along the
byway that travelers visit and enjoy. The following
ideas can be conveyed ar these sites through a variety
of media, including wayside signs and exhibits,
brochures, kiosks, maps, special programs, audio/
visual media, and other means (living history
demonstrations at appropriate locations such as Fort
Okanogan Seate Park for example). The collective
stories of these places come together to represent the
overall tale of the byway. These elements of
interpretation should be organized around the
central themes previously presented in order to
provide a cohesive interpretive program that
educates people about the multi-faceted history of
the area and expresses the byway’s unique story.
Figure 6.1 geographically keys these interpretive
ideas to the places described on the following pages.
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Pateros/Methow-Columbia Confluence
Interprevive Messages, Themes, and Ideas:

Located at the confluence of the Columbia and
Methow rivers, this arca was an important meeting
place for the rribes of the region during fshing
season. The rapids of the river made this a great
place for fishing, and today many people still come
to this arca for the great fishing.

As a2 principal location between Wenatchee and
Oroville, Pateros was originally known as Ives
Landing in 1896. The name was changed to Pateros

in 1900,

Take a wallc and go back in dme on the historical
walling tour and learn about the town's colorful
past: Ives Landing (originally established for trading
furs and horses), the old hotel, the steamboat stap,
and information about how construction of Wells
Dam downriver created a reservolr thar inunclated
the old town site. Pateros had to be completely
rebuile on higher ground.

The rivers and surrounding areas offer abundant
recreational opportunities ranging from water
activities such as fishing, windsurfing, wawer skiing
and jet skiing, to land acrivities such as horseback
riding, huntng, birdwarching, hiking, bicycling,
and golfing. Parks on the river provide boat launches
and public access opportunities to the Methow and
Columbia rivers.

Patcros is an tmportant gateway to the Methow
Valley and Cascade ]_Doprurth Cascades, as well as
the Okanogan, and as such, a new visitor center/
interpretive center is recommended here, along with
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interpretation throughout the town and expanded
signing on the highway to encourage byway
travelers to stop in town for visitor information and
wayfinding to orient visitors to the interpretive sites.

Brewster on the Columbia River
Interpretive Mesages, Themes, and Ideas:

* Narve Americans lived here long before Brewster
becarne a bustling settlement and apple industry
town, and many still live here today. They fished
the Coluinbia River using fish traps and then dried
the fish on fish drying racks. Native peoples made
seasonal excursions throughour the region to ke
advantage of fishing, hunting, and food gathering
opporrunitics.

*  Brewster was the cransfer station for steamboacs that
could not ascend the Okanogan River.

Brewster is known as the “apple capitol” of byway -
home of the largest apple processing facility along
the byway, operated by Gebbers Farms. Develop
maps identifying apple orchards to visit, where to
buy [resh apples, stores to buy apple products,
along with aformation about other gypes of fruit
orchards, wineries, and farms open to visitors.
Cultural diversity continues to be an important part
of the commuoity and surrounding region today
with the large population of Hispanic workers and
their families supporting the agricultaral industry
and regional cconomy.

* The Heirloom Bisbee apple variety was developed in
Brewster, which could inspire a ‘taste and see’ type
of interpretation.

The Columbia River is accessible here providing 2
plethora of recieational activitics especially in
Columbia Cove Parle

Fort Okanogan — State Park, Interpretive
Center, and Overlook Sites
Tnrerprecive Messages, Themes, and Ideas:

+  Before Fore Olmnogan was established, native
peoples set up annual encampments here for fishing,
rrading, and social activities.

*  Steeped in history, Fore Okanogan was the first
inland Euro-Ametican settlement in the Oregon
Territory and functioned as a trading pose and
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transfer point for fur traders from British Columbia
down through the Okanogan Valley and along the
Columbia River to Forr Vancouver and beyond.

and international sarelliee systems. Good
opportunity for 2 byway wayside explaining the
purpose of the facility since people will be curious

abour the strucrtures there.

= Today, Fort Okanogan is a state parlc with a recently
upgraded interpretive center. The center is
surrounded by beautiful seenery, including views of
the surrounding sheub steppe habicat and the
Cascade Range downnver. Nearby lands at the river
confluence provide birding opportunities.

Soap Mountain Sand Dunes/PineTrees
Interpretive Messages, Themes, and Ideas:

= A unique ecosystem exists here with sand dunes and
pine trees emerging from the sage/shrub steppe
landscape.

Malott

a ] T 1
. The river and surrounding lands are precious
Interpresive Messages, Themes, and Ideas: g E

resources to the people of this area, and Narive
Ameticans have been sustained by these resources
for thousands of years (could interprer a tribal story
here about this area, as well as nearby towns of

Monse and Malore).

« Home of Chiliwhist Jim, medicine man and
spiricual leader of the Mechow Tribe.

* Site of early Native American fish trap.

* Named for the original settlers of the vown, Malot
became known as a stopover place for travelers since
the Malott’s huge barn could hold 28 horses.

CaribooTrail
Interpretive Messages, Themes, and ldeas:

. . . . . .
Homesteaders settled here to grow and harvest = A historic travel route used by Native Americans for

apples. Johnny Appleseed was based here. thousands of years, and later by fur brigades,

Remnants of ‘thc orlgmall app_ltl: trees, irrigation cavdemen, cowbeys, miners and surveyors.
flumes and ditches are stll visible today.

Okanogan River

Interpretive Messages, Themes, and Ideas:

* Not only did the Okanogan River provide a
rransportation corridor for Native Americans, fur
traders, settlers and cactle drivers, but it also
provided them a source of food in the form of fish
and game,

* The Okanogan River was a major transportation
route for steam boats carrying passengers and gonds
into the Olanogan Valley.

« Recreational activities on the river range from fishing
to kayaking to boating.

SES-Americom Satellite Center
Interpretive Messages, Themes, and Ideas:

+  SES-Americom operates one of the largest eclepore
facilities in the Western Hemisphere at this sice, The
facility provides 95 percent of the Internet service to
Asia.

* The landscape is dominated by more than 40 dishes
:].l'ld antennas Operatillg on :L“ n]ﬂjﬂl' :]‘I‘ld dﬂrﬂﬂsuc
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‘The Cariboo Trail was used by surveyors who were
searching for the latitude lines to map the American
and Canadian border along the 49th parallel.

Okanogan
Interpretive Messages, Themes, and ldeas:

The Okanogan of the early 1900s is still visible
today with the firchouse {today’s hisrorical
riwseutn), and Schaller building. Other historic
buildings include the courthouse, old flour mill,
and the Cariboo Hotel. Historic archirccrural sryles
from the early 1900s through the 1950s arc visible
throughout town.

Murals of Frank Martsura’s photographs of the wown
and countryside (1903-1913) capture the culfure
and spirit of carly 1900s life.

[rrigation ditches promoted development of the
carcle, timber and fruir induscries.

Ol(a.lmgzl.n has been the county seat from 1915 o
the present.

Recreational opportunities abound from fishing at
local parks to picnicking and camping in the
Okanogan National Forest,

Omak
Interpretive Messages, Themes, and Tdeas:

Onmnalds name is derived from a Salish Indian word,
it » . . o : o EH)
Omache,” meaning “good medicine.

Omak is filled with a variety of culeural
opportunities: residents and visitors can artend the
annual Stampede and Suicide Race, view an evenr ar
the state-of-the-art Performing Arts Ceneer, or kiclk
back in a lawn chair at Art in the Park held in June
at the Civic League Park (sce more information

below).

Omuk is an inportant commercial hub for the area,
There are shops, stores and scrvices that cater to
residents and as well as visitors.

Glimpses of history are provided by landmark
buildings such as the Old Omak Horel and other
historic structures throughour wwn.

Fossil outcroppings can be viewed from the
overlook/pull off area ar Shell Rock Point.
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*  The Omak Visitor Center at East Side Park is an
idea lacation for displaying interpretation and
mformation abourt the Olanogan Trails Scenic
Byway.

Omak Stampede and Suicide Race, Tribal
Encampment, and City Parks
Interpretive Messages, Themes, and Ideas:

+ Omak Stampede and Suicide Race have been a
community tradition for over 70 years. Invite
visitors ro return and experience the race in person if
they arer'’t visiting while it is raking place, usually

during the sccond weekend in August. Suicide Hill
is an astounding spectacle that shouldn’t be missed
as part of 2 visit o the byway.

Sdeide Race at the Owak Stampede
Coursesy of wiow iff 1 23, comivecreation/

» Fast Side Park is a 72-acre site in Omal thar
provides spaces for tent and RV camping, a
swimming peol and play arca, tennis and basketball
courts, playfields, horseshoe pits and hosts the
Stﬂ.mpedf.‘ at tl]e I'Odeﬂ Arena anually-

*  During the Stampede, a tribal encampment is set
up with a tent for dances and over 100 cipis.
Traditional native games, dancing, drumming,
tmusic, foods, and arts and crafts are highlights of
the encampment.

* Civic League FPark provides a band shell,
playground, and picnicking facilities and is the site
of community events such as the Tuesday Farmer's
Marker (summer and fall), concerts, Cinco de Mayo
in May, Art in the Park, and other activiries.
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St.Mary’s Mission, Paschal Sherman

Indian School, and Omak Longhouse
Interpretive Messages, Themes, and Tdeas:

In 1885 PFrench Jesuit Frienne de Rouge opened
the baarding schaot near Omak Lake, The St.
Mary's log cabin building was constructed in
1889. Chief Joseph and Chicf Moses attended
services at the mission where the priest spoke
predominantly in the Salish language. The
mission survived several fires and reconstructions
over the years and remains known today as the
Paschal Sherman Indian School.

Today, cultural events that occur at the site
inclade the Sun Flower Fesuval hald ar the
school and tribal meetings and events held at ehe
beautiful Omak Longhouse.

Stortes told by tribal members and local
residents about their time spent at St. Mary's
Mission could be interpreted at the site, along
with other information about the sites history
a.ncl uies over ti]TlC.

Omak Lake
Interpretive Messages, Themes, and Ideas:

The natural beauty of the area glistens with the
stunning lake views and sweeping mountain
vistas visible at Omak Lake,

Lahontan cutthroat trour live in the take — an
18.04 pounder {record breaking size) was caught
in 1993,

The geology of the lake is significant, as ir is the
largest saline lake in the state of Washingion.

The lake is a spiritual place to native people of
the area.

Fishing and beach access are amang the many
recreational activities available at the lake. A
public beach and boat access are located at the
nerth end of the lake. Some parts of the lake
shore are Pl'ivﬂ.te pl’DperL’y ﬂnd SOImMe PDI'EiOnS are
accessible only to tribal members. Check with

the Colville Confederated Tribes for permit
requirements.

fﬁggr‘d /rf'.f.rfei in r!yr Okanogan ernarmf Forest
Coneriesy of the Okanogan National Forest

Okanogan National Forest
Interpretive Messages, Themes, and Ideas:

The Okanogan Trails Seenic Byway is a gateway to the
vast Olanogan National Forest.

Gcological wonders within the national forest are
nestled berween Craggy peaks, roHing meadows, old
growth forests and ponderosa pines.

The Olanogan National Forest is a recreational
paradise with hiking, horseback riding, cross counery
skiing, fishing and canoeing as just a few of the
activities available.

There are many opportunities o learn about and
appreciate the history of the area and historic sites and
structores, including old cabins and bridges.

Riverside
nterpretive Messages, Themes, and Tdeas:

e e ke

A town rich in history, Riverside was the first
metropolis along the Okanogan River.

With its location on the Okanogan River, Riverside
was a popular steamboat stop at one time, Qver one
million dollars of produce passed through the dock in

1902.

Capitalizing on the ‘wild west’ persona, world-famous
Detros Western Store sells western apparel and goods
and welcomes visicors from around the world.

The power of Mother Nature is visible in the cliffs
that surround Rivarside char have earned the name
‘Mountains that Lean.’

L
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Conconully
Ineerpretive Messages, Themes, and Ideas:

+ Conconully’s Salish Indian name means “beautiful
land of the bunch grass flats.”

* Conconully’s mining past was mired by natural and
cconomic disasters, but the rown sarvives today as a
quaint, peaceful rural communiry.

- Olcanogan county seat fram 1889 through 1914

» Conconully boasts one of the firse hydraulic-earth-
filled dams in the nation. It was completed by the
US Reclamartion Service (now 1S Bureau of
Reclamation) in 1910.

* The current Conconully communiy center is
locaved at the site of the hiscoric Ellior Hotel and is
constructed of tmber salvaged from the 1889
CULlrthOUSe.

» A plethora of recreational opportunities await
enthusiasts in every season, including water activities
at Lake Conconully, a clear blue lake surrounded by

motntaing, atwl amazing scenery.

: “"'.--ﬂ .
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Cosnertesy of the Burear of Reclamation

MclLaughlin Canyon
Interpretive Messages, Themes, and Ideas:

* The canyon is brimming wich history — a conflict
between miners and men from a local tribe ook
place within its walls in 1858,

* A steep-walled, narrow box canyon, McLanghlin is
famous for Whitestone Buree, the Riverside Wall,

L

and cremendous granice cliffs rounded by the
scouring of glaciers.

The dramatic canyon and surrounding formations
within the picturesque shrub steppe landscape
exemplify the scenic beauty of the area.

Mount Bonaparte
Interprecive Messages, Themes, and Ideas:

* Recreational activities run the gamut here from
hiking and camping on Mount Bonaparte to
boaring and swimming in the lake at the base of
the mountain.

* Geologic wonders abound throughout the
“Highlands.” Interpret the natural history and
scenic beauty of the vast Olkanogan Highlands.

Tonasket
Interpretive Messages, Thentes, and Ideas:

* Tonasket is rich in Native American history with
its name adopted from Chief Tonasket, promincot
leader of the Olanogan Tribe in 1858.

* The town’s roots are based on agriculture and
forestry acuvities. Modern-day dude ranches
surrounding the town offer opportunities for
visitors to live out their dreams of life in the Old

West,

* Recreational opportunities are abundant within
the town itself with parks and a developed
riverfront pathway system.

* Tonasket is a gateway to the frontier mining
communities of Loomis, Nighthawle, Palmer Lake,
Molson, and Conconully, Interpretation at byway
waysides and publicly accessible locations can
enlighten travelers about these boom towns that
attracted thousands of people during the mining
cra. Today, some consider a few of these places to
be “ghost towns.” Boom towns in their heyday,
today these quict communites offer visitors a
window to the past within a peaceful and scenic
setting. Some sites, such as Nighthawk are
privately owned, so interpretation and tourism

promotion cfforts will require coordination with
the owners.
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ory — Interpretive Master Plan

Wildlife Areas in the County Including
Chiliwist and Driscoll Island
Inzevpretive Messages, Themes, and Ideas:

* Thousands of acres of Washington State
Department of Fish and Wildlife lands are available
throughour the county, including Driscoll lsland,
Eyort Island, Teel Island and other sites on the
Okanogan River, as well as the Sinlahekin area, the
Chiliwist, Scotch Creek, dhe Methow Game Range,
and the Pateros and Indian Dan sites in the lower
part of the county. Available for public access, these
areas offer abundant recreational opportunities,
including fishing, hunting and birdwatching.
Chiliwist, located in the foothills west of the
chanogan River, provides habitar for many
marnimals, birds of prey, and upland birds. Birding
is one of the most popular activities at these wildlife
areas, including Chiliwist and Driscoll Island.

* The abundance of native plants and animals ac the
wildlife areas in the county provides greac
opportunities for identification and interpretation of
the wide variety of species that exist throughout the
area and their characreristics.

Loomis/Many Lakes Recreational Area/
Whitastone Mountain
Interpretive Messages, Themes, and Ideas:

* Loomis was a boomtown of the 1890s as a
destination for mining prospectors and investors and
the location of a successful catde operation.

= The Many Lakes Recrearional Area nearby is a
prime location for recreational activities and a
picturesque setting wicked inw the valleys below the
high peaks of the Eastern Cascade Mountains.

Similkameen River
Incerpretive Messages, Themes, and Ideas:

*  As the largest tributary to the Okanogan River, the
Similkameen River provides an abundance of
recreational oppertunities to visitors.

* The river is worth its weight in gold as it is where
gold was first discovered in Washingron as well as
where the largest take of gold in the state was.

613" Olanagan Tl

* Tiy to visualize Nighthawk as 2 once bustling
mining community where thousands of people
soughe their fortunes during the town’s heyday.
(Today the town is privately owned, but can be
viewed from the river and the local county road.)
Interpretation abeur Nighthawk could be provided
ar another site in the area, where there might be a
general theme related to the mining era and the
frontier boom towns that were cstablished then.

Gateway to the Okanogan Highlands/
Molson
Interpretive Messages, Themes, and Ideas:

*  Diverse geology of the area is unique in that the
[Tighlands are a mix of glacial gorges, rivers and
grasslands strerching north-south from the
Canadian border to the Columbia River Plateay and
east-west from Roosevelr Lake to the Cascade
Mountains.

* The pioncer spitit comes to life at the Molson
Schoolhouse Museum wich displays of daily life in
the carly 1900s as well as a restored classroom and
school library.

= Learn abour the colorful history and personalities of
the pase in Old Molson, once a boom cown,

* Birdwarching is popular in the Sidley Lake area,
where abundant bird populations are found in the
overlap, and upper Washington in the United
States. More than a mile of continuous public
access provides incredible birding opportuniry.

* Connections to the Pacific Northwest Tradl via the
Okanogan County/Similkameen Connector Tiail
and preservation of historic features of the Enloe
Dam provide extensive interpretive opportunities in
this area.

QOraoville
Tuzerprerive Messages, Themes, and Ideas:

* Locared only four miles away from the Canadian
border, Oroville has the unique opportunity of
welcoming foreigners to the Unired Stares.

* Orovills name literally means “gold town” and
mining activitics were a key component to Oroville’s
economy and culture in the early 1900s.

D i W TR E T
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* You can still pan for gold at the NW Gold Miners

Rally, typically held annually in August.
Interpretation about panning for gold ~ che process,
cquipment, typical vield of a day’s work, and other
information could be provided at a wayside in

Qroville.

Historic Oroville Train Depat Museum and once
the home of a large tomato cannery, remnants of
Oroville’s frontier and agricultural roots are a treat
to visitors here just as they are in other towns along
the byway.

Today, Oroville is making its name in che wine
industry tha is sweeping the Okanogan Valley.

Osoyoos State Park
Interpretive Messages, Themes, and Ideas:

From the original Native American name of the lake,
g » . I3 " .
Sevoss,” meaning “the narrows” to the traditional

Osoyoas Lake

use of the lake arca as a campsite and for horse races,
the Native American influence in the area is

imporeant.

The fiest commercial orchard in the State of
Washington was planted here in 1857 by Hiram E
Smith with 11 of the original apple trees planced
still producing fruit.

People following the Cariboo ‘Trail utilized the lake
as they made their way to the gold fields in Canada.

The US-Canada border crosses the 14-mile-long
Osoyoos Lake, making it an internacional lake.
Although the lake is known as the “warmest lake in
Canada,” it 1s very cold during winter months — ice
Canad ty g

1shing and skating replace summer swimming anc
fishing and skating repl g and
bDating.

Year-round recreational opportunitics cater to
B.ll'I'lUSt él['ly SPOI’IS il'ltEl'ESt.
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Introduction

One of the basic purposes of this plan is to identify
opportanitics to promote, cducate, and direct
visitors to unique and interesting places along the
byway. Each year, hundreds of thousands of people
travel along US 97 1o enjoy the numcrous activities
offered throughout Okanogan Country and the
surrounding region, such as sighrseeing, hildng,
skiing, snowmobiling, camping, bicycling, [ishing,
hunting, wildlife watching, kayaking, attending
rodeos, and other recrearional and cultural events.
The visitor experience related to the Okanogan Trails
Scenic Byway should be enriching and memorable,
as well as safe and cnjoyable. Visitors should be
provided with a variety of opportunities to relish the
beaury of the Okanogan and learn about the rich
history and culeare of the peoples who have lived
and traveled through here in centurics pase.
Businesses should accommodate visiror needs
thmugh ﬁ'iendly, hospitality-driven service.

This section of the corridor managemernt plan
assesses existing visitor facilities, as well as websites
and informartion char serve the needs of visitors.

Visitor Experience

e
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and Services

This section also provides recommendations for
improving these services for both residents and
visitors,

A Review of Existing Visitor

+* g -
Services and Facilities
The Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway currently offers
several visttor services, such as visitor information
centers and facilities at existing parks and private
businesses. However, there are no public rest areas
along the byway and several of the visitor centers ate
in need of improvements and enhancements. Below
Is a list of existing visitor services locared in the
communities along the byway.

+ Parcros City Hall/Visitor Information Services
+ Brewster Chamber of Commerce
*  Fort Okanogan State Park Interpretive Center
- Okanogﬂn National Forest Office

» Okanogan Chamber of Commetce

¢ Omak Visitor Center and “How the Animals Gor
Their Name” Moenument

B L R A B X PSR RN W
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*  Tonasketr Visitor Center
* Tonasket Ranger Station
s Oroville Visitor Center

These existing facilities provide visitors with
information and brochures on enrerrainment,
accommodartions, eateries, events, recreational
opportunities, and other items of interest to visitors.
There are several tourism publications perraining to
the region that are printed each season including the
Okanogan County “Info Book,” “Okanogan
Counuy” brochures including guides on seasonal
activities, and “Okanogan Country” seasonal
magazines. Each publication includes interesting
facts and information about various places and
communities in the area, as well as informarion
abouc recreation and tourism opportunities.

The World Wide Web is increasingly becoming a
research tool for visitors from all over the world.
Milliens of people use the web to gather information
about vacation destinations and to plan travel
activities. There are several websites that promote
Ol('('l['l(}gﬂn Country al'ld areas accessib]c Frc)m Ehe
byway. The Colville Confederated Tribes, Okanogan
County 'Tourism Council, Okanogan National
Forest, and the Okanogan County Historical Society
maintain websites, as do many privare businesses
and organizations in the region. Information about
lodging and accommodations as well as restaurants,
wineries, farms, shopping, and other tourism
destinations can be found at many of these websites.
Before visitors arrive in Okanogan Country, they can
access most all of the information they need ro plan
their visit on the web, Some of the websites most
often used by visitors for travel planning include:

- httE:f!W\VW.Dl{ZlHDgE{]‘[COU[‘ltI'y:ACOl']!I’

s hop:/fwww colvilleeribes. com/

* http:/fwww.okanng;ﬂt_g;.vash‘cnm[

*  hetp/fwww.couleecorridor.org/

. llttp:/fwww. experiencewash ington,com/byways/

¢ hcep:/fwww.omakehronicle.com/infobook/

infobook.htm
* hup//www.omakchronicle.com/gmalovic/
*  hup!//www.okanoganvacation.com/

- http:ﬁwww.viaf)?.com

e darra
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. h_ttp:/fmvw. fs.fed.us/r6/okan ogan
¢ Letp://www.patcros.coin/

»  heep://www. brewsterchamber.org/
. hrtp:NWWW.O:nakClmInb{-:r.com/

* hrep:

www, tonasketwa.ore/

s hteped/www.orvillewashingron.com

Preserving and Enhancing
theVisitor Experience

Visitors are drawn to the Qkanogan region to
experience the rich history and culture, agri-tourism
(such as orchards and wineries), extensive recreation
opportunities, and the distincrive rural character of
the area defined by the lifestyles of the people who
live there.

There would be lictle tourism flow without the
preservation of the “intrinsic qualitics” that exist
along the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway (discussed
in Section 3 of this plan). Many of the incrinsic
qualities are already maintained and preserved
through land management and land use plans.
However, some of these qualities are at risk. Tt is
imperative that the preservation of chese
characteristics be viewed as a high priority by the
region’s local, state, and federal governments, as well
as the Colville Confederated Tribes and citizens in
the communities along the byway. More
information on specific guidelines for preserving and
cnhancing the byway’s character are discussed in
Section 8, Preserving and Enbancing the Byway.

A

Preseruction of the byway’s resources is importans for the visitor experience.

Cosertesy of the Development Manwal for Flatwearer Paddlespores &
Wilkdlife Viewing




An Emphasis on
Stewardship and Education

It 1s necessary for visitors to understand what malkes
areas along the Okanogan Trzils Scenic Byway
special. Thus, pare of the visiter experience should
include stewardship and educational messages that
help visitors appreciate the sensitivity of the byway's
unique features. The exceptional beauty of the
region’s geological features, historical structures and
stories, cultural events and activities, and diverse
natural resources all contribute to the byway area’s
uniqueness ﬂ.l'ld attrnctiveness as a dﬁs[inﬂti{]n.
Below is a list of some of the messages that should
bC CD[IVCyCd.

= A visit along the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway is
a step back in time. History is preserved
throughout the region. Please respect this area’s
unique heritage so the experience can be
presetved for all time.

» The geology, climate, and the river and shrub
steppe ccosystems of the Olkanogan region create
habitats for an abundance and diversity of
wildlife. Please preserve chese habitats and be
good stewards of this unique landscape and the
needs of these diverse species.

* You arc waveling a very special, unique byway;
let’s keep it beauciful and liccer-free.

= Agriculeure is very important to the region.
Please honor private property rights and the
needs of farmers and theic crops and ranchers
and their livestock.

* As you travel through the lands of the
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservarion,
respect natural resources and native customs.

Recommended
Improvements and
Enhancements

While there are cxisting visitor facilities and services
located along the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway,
there ate several locations wlere additional facilines
and services (such as visitor centers and restrooms)
are needed o serve the tr:weling puh]ic and visitors
to the area.

:xperiences and Services =

Gateways

An upgraded visitor information and education
center should be located in Pateros, the southern
gateway community to the byway. Currently, the
city hall serves as an informal visitor information
center. Visitors may have a difficult time finding the
city hall and thinking of it as a visitor center. The
hours of operation are also an issuc with visitors,
because they can not always access information when
needed. A new visitor informartion center could be
located in the center of town near existing visitor
services including restaurants, cafes, gas stations, and
shops.

‘The visitor center in Oroville, the northern gateway
community to the byway, could also be improved by
including longer staffed hours and an ouwide kiosk
with information. The pateway visitor centers could
be self-guided and self-sufficient and provide visitors
with education, interpretation, and information
about lodging, recreational opportunities, historic
sites, and other items of interest for visitors.

The Qroville Visitor Center is aut impurtant gatewny to the byway,
especially for inrernational travelers.

These centers should also prnvide information abourt
transpottation options, such as bike maps and loop
rour opportunities. It is important to also use
adequate signing to direct visitors to the informacion
centers. For instance, several signs should be placed
near the Canadian/US border so visitors coming into
the US will know where to stop for information.

Signs should also be placed on US 97 south and
north of Pateros directing visitors to the new
information center when it is developed. These signs
should be placed before the turn-off to SR 20 to
alerr visitors to stop in Pateros before heading out to
the Methow Valley, the Cascade Loop Scenic Byway
and North Cascades. The gateway pull off could
alse include a praphic-oriented map that shows

el s e AR
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visitor scrvices available along the byway. Examples
of these maps can be seen on Highway 97 near
Qsoyoos in Canada.

Comfort Station/Rest Area

A comforr station/rest area should be located at 4
central point on the byway. More detailed
assessment of the Feasibiliry of deve]oping a restroom
and additional visitor accommeodarions such as
picnic facilities along the byway, centrally located
between Pateros and Oroville, 1s recommended.
More than one new rest area/comfort station may be
needed as byway visitation increases.

A new comfort station (a smaller-scale rest area with
restroom facilities) potentially could be located in
the sand dunes area, buc other possible locations
centrally located along the byway should also be
considered. The sand dunes area is located on the
reservation lands of the Colville Confederated Tribes,
so close collaboration and partnership will be
needed. This facility could also include
interprecation about the area.

Anorher possible location for a comforr station along
the byway would be in Riverside. There is an
existing pull off on the southbound side of the
highway in Riverside near the cemetery, and this
could porentially be developed to include 2 small
COI“fO['C station.

Also, the Cariboo Trail overlook and other pull offs
and sites along the byway could be upgraded o

illC.llef.' a restroom.

Visitors should also be cncouraged to use existing
facilitics, including visitor centers and pal‘lcs, where
available. Although there 1s a restroom at the Pateros
patk on che river, a new visitor center (with
restrooms) is recommended for Pateros to serve as a
gateway to the byway. The Omak visitor center also
needs o upgrade its restroom facilities. The
Tonasker Chamber of Commerce currendy has plans
to provide restroom facilities in the park nexe to the
chamber office. Chiet Tonasker Park should also
include a public rescroom faciliey. These places
should be adequately signed for visitors.

Even if all these improvements are made, there
would still be a need for a formal rest area/comfore

o AT AT,
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- Visitor Experiencesand Services -

statton to serve travelers on the highway, centrally
located somewhere between Pateros and Oroville.

Interpretive Centers and Museums

The Fort Okanogan Intcrpretive Center, located at
the confluence of the Okanogan and Columbia
rivers, s an ideal place for visitors to learn abour the
history, culture, wildlife, and natural resources of the
area. The indoor facility has been renovated with
wpdated cxhibits. Additional indoor and outdoor
exhibits at the site could include more detailed
interpretation about native peoples, traders, and
present-day uses of the confluence. Information
could also address species of birds and wildlife and
agricultural vses of the area.

The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation
are currently evaluating opportunities to develop a
new major cultural center, as well as the potential for
additional smaller visitor and interpretive faciliries
along the Coulee Corridor and Okanogan Trails
scenic byways, as well as othet byways on the
reservation. A new museum/cultural and interpretive
center on the reservation of the Colville
Confederated Tribes is something that has been in
the planning stages for a lang time and is highly
supported by this corridor management plan. The
provision of educational and interpretive facilities
where there are opportunities to learn more about
historic and modern activities of the tribes would
provide interesting and memorable experiences for
visitors to and residents of the area. It is envisioned
that the new cultural center would provide
information about che history and culture of zll the
tribes and bands of the reservation. The tribes
currently are evaluating potential sices in Nespelem,

97 and SR 155.
Courtesy of the Confederated Tribes of the Coluille Resevvarion
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Visitor. Experiences and Services 7

Omak, and other locations for visitor and
interpretive facilities. There 1s the potencial to
develop a visitor F:Lci]ity at the new Tribal Enterprises
site in Omak (at the junction of US 97 and SR
155), as a headquarters for tours of tribal lands.

Continued funding and staffing and periodic
upgrades o exhibits are recommended for the
existing muscums ncar the byway, including the
Okanogan Hiseorical Museum and the Molson
Museum. ‘The museums are important places where
visitors can learn about the history of the region as
well as the people who lived and continue ro live in
the area.

The Molran Musewm ateracts bundveds of visitors each year.

Other Interpretive Facilities

Interpretation was discussed in Section 6 — Telling
the Byway Story - Interpretive Master Plan, which
included recommended interpretation throughour
the byway. The themes of the byway should focus
on site-specific interpretation that addresses the
]'liStDl'y, Cllltl.ll'e, Zl['ld 11:1tura| Z'I,SP&CIS Of tl‘lf 10(:‘&1[]‘0[‘1.
Similarly, sensitive areas should include
environmental and stewardship messages.

Interpretive Pull Offs/Waysides

Creating recreational pull off areas or waysides along
the byway will provide visitors the opportunity to
leave che highway and enjoy the history, culrural,

LR
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and scenic beauty along the byway. Formalized pull
off areas should be developed to create sufficient
space for a small number of cars or a bus. Pull offs
should have interpretive signs, as well as advance
warning signs on the byway directing people to
them. The interpretive signs should be designed to
blend with the character of the sctting and other
features along the byway, including cxisting
Okanegan County Historical Sociery signs and
historical markers. Below 1s a list of porendal pull
off sites and interpretive wayside opportunitics.

* Each byway community should have an
interpretive sign and/or historical marker that
addresses the history and interesting facts abour
that community. Each sign should be consistent
in design with the signs in the other
communities. Refer to Section 6 — Telling the
Byway Story - Interpretive Master Plan, for
interprerive themes for cach community and
Section 9, Signing and Wayfinding, for
recommendations related to sign design.

= Tribal Messages and Interpretation: Include
legends and storics about animals and natural
features, nacive language words for chese
elements, information about famous past leaders
of the tibes, and various messages in native
languages to visitors 1n the interpretive pancls
and histaric markers at each sice where suirable.

» DPateros:  An inwerpretive wayside could be locared
in the existing city park or town center. This
wayside should include interpretation abour
Yateros as well as information and opportunities
along the byway given that Pateros is the gareway
to both the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway and
the Methow Valley/Cascade Loop/North
(lascades. An addidonal interpretive panel could
also tell the story of the byway name and include
a list of the past and present trails in the area.
The “Okanogan Trails” interpretive panel could
also include pictures of various transportation
modes along the “trails” such as horses, buggics,
modern cars, bicycles, trucks, etc.

+ Brewster: Create a pull off near the apple
production facilities to interpret the importance
of the apple industry as well as a stewardship

Corridor Management Plan
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message about the need to preserve the region’s
agricultural indusery.

* Fort Okanogan Overlook: Upgrade existing pull
off to include additonal signage to the site as
well as other facilities including picnic benches.

* SES-Americotn Satellite Center: Add pull off
necar the SES-Americom facility on US 97.

= Sand Dunes and Pines Area: Improve existing
pull off near the sand dunes and pine trees. This
area is located on land owned and managed by
the Colville Confederated ‘Tribes, so paremership
and coordination will be important.

* Cariboo Trail Pull Off: Upgrade existing pull off
including picnic facilities, and possibly providﬁ
restroom facilities if feasible. Additional signage
and graphics abour the Cariboo Trail could be
added to the site.

* Okanogan: An intcrpretive wayside should be
located in Qkanogan. The wayside should
include a map of the Marsura murals. This would
give visitors an opportunity to learn about
Matsura and o locate the murals around town,
thus spending more time in Okanogan.

* Omak: An interpretive wayside should be
located in Qmak, near the Omak Stampede. The
wayside should include interpretation about the
Colville Confederated Tiibes as well as
information about the Coulee Corridor Seenic
Byway.

* Riverside: Provide a pull off just south of
Riverside on US 97, The pull off should include
interpretation on the “Mountains chat Lean.”
This should include geology and the native stary
abour the rock feature.

* Tonasket: An interpretive pull off could be
located siear Tonasket. {(An ideal location would
be the site just south of town on the west side of
the highway.) This pull off could interpret che
rich agriculture of the area. This pull oft should
also include a map with loop opportunities ta
Loomis, Many Lakes Recreational Area, Chesaw,
and other locarions accessible from US 97. The
map should also include opportunities accessible
from Highway 20.
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* Driscoll Wildlife Area: Provide a pull off area for
access to the wildlife refuge. Birding
opportunities and specics should be interpreted.
A wildlife-viewing platform including telescopes
should be included as parc of the pull off

dt—:velop ment.

+ Oroville An interpretive pull off could be
located in Qroville. This pull off could interpret
the history of mining in the area, the story of the
historic boom towns, and could include a map
with loop opportunities off the byway including
Molson and other historic towns and sites. This
wayside could also include a trails map
encouraging visitors to hike or bike in the area,

Existing Historic/Interpretive Markers and Story
Boards

There are several existing interpretive panels
throughout the byway area that have been created
and are maincained by the Okanogan County
Historical Society. These signs could be upgraded o
include photos and graphics of the story being
interpreted. The panels could alse be upgraded o
include roofs (for shade/shelter) and landscaping
improvements around the signs. Access and
advanced warning signs such as “historical marker
ahead” could also be improved and added at most of
the locations. When adding new interpretive signs
and historical markers, as recommended above, it
will be important to coordinate closely with the
designs of these existing signs and markers to cnsure
visitors are provided with a cohesive and attractive
overall byway experience and to avoid ovetlaps.

Brochures

There are many extsting brochures for the Okanogan
leails Scenic Byway region and surrounding areas.
Some provide information about museums, visitor
services, and attractions along the byway, while
others provide information about where to recreate.
Educational and informational brochures could be
made available for byway travelers to learn abour the
many unique aspeces along the byway, including
history, gcology, wildlife, and cultural events. These
brochures could be available at the gateway kiosks
and visitor centers as well as libraries, museums, and
cafes for locals. Brochure information should be
designed ro be easily posted on web sites, where
possible. Potential brochure topics are described
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below. In addition to, or in licu of, a mulricude of
brochures, information relared to these topics could
be made available in displays, posters, and other
types of media.

The Okanogan Countg
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History of the Region — The history of the Okanogan
Trails Scenic Byway arca is rich, beginning with the
native peoples of the area as well as those who moved
here from other areas. A brochure with chronological
history could be made available for visitors. This
brochure could also be made available o visiting
schaol groups, A map could also be included
identifying the locations of all the existing
Okanagan County Historical Socicty interpretive
panels.

Geology ~ Geological formations near and
surrounding the Okanogan Valley are very unique.
A brochure explaining the glacial periods and other
natural forces thar influcnced the ared’s geology
would be educational and informational for visitors
and school groups.

Wildlife — Wildlife watching and tours are becoming
ever more popular. A brochure identifying
“SWatchable Wildlife" locations as well as a list of
wildlife found in the arca would be useful for eour
groups and visitors incerested in birding. Also, a
brochure targeted to fishers and hunters would be a
useful guide to these recreationists and would
cnhance management of access to the river and
recreation sites.

Creltueral Events — One brochure should continue o
include al] the cultural events that take place along
the byway, including community festivals,
celebrarions, and rodeos, and other acdvities. This
brochure would need to be updated annually to
include the dates of each event. All cultural events
are distinct and are linked to the history of the arca.

Loop Drives — A brochure showing all che loop drive
opportunities along and near the byway should be
created. This brochure could educate visitors on the
use of US 97 by freight and farm vehicles and
encourage travelers to use the alternate loop routes if
time allows. Brief descriprions of each route could
alse be provided in the brochure, including
information about towns, sites, services, recreation
opportunities, and road conditions.

Multi-lingual Provisions
Mulri-lingual information and interpretation should
be provided for byway wravelers where feasible.
Byway information should be designed to be easily

i
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understood by a broad audience. Graphics, maps
features, symbols, and universally recognized words
can help to better guide international rravelers.
Some signs and symbols used throughout the world
are internarionally recognized and should be used
when possible and appropriate to identify places and
features along the byway. These provisions will be
especially important for international travelers
expected to use the byway during the 2010 Winter
Olympics that will take place in British Columbia.
The Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway should be
prepared to entertain and educate visitors from
around the world during this time. Japanese
travelers interested in visiting Frank Matsura history
would also benefit from muld-lingual provisions.
Potential languages that could be featured in
information brochures include, at a minimum,
Japanese, Spanish, and German since many visitors
who speak these languages travel along the byway.
Also messages and information in Native American
messages and languages {Salish and Sahaptian —
various dialects) could be provided where suirable
(including “welcome” and stewardship messages).

Visitor Surveys

Understanding visitor needs and characreristics will
aid in planning for the types of facilities needed and
the information visitors are interested in obtaining.
It is uschul o know why visitors are craveling the
byway atd what activities they are interested in. An
annual or bi-annual survey would assist the byway
steering committee in planning for increased visitor
service, The survey could be conducted at each
visitor informartion center, chamber of commerce
offices, Fort Okanogan Interpretive Center,
Okanogan County Historical Museum, the Omak
Stampede, and other locations w capture the
opinions of a wide variety of byway vsers. It would
be beneficial for the byway organization to partner
with Okanogan County Tourism Council, Okanogan
County, and others on visitor survey effores,

Lodging, Accommodations,
and Other Services

Various lodging opportunities are available along che
byway, including hotels and motels in most
communities, as well as bed and brealefast
establishments, lodges, camping (including RV}
opportunites, and other facilities. Many restaurants
and eateries also are located in cominunities along
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the byway. Market demand typically dictates che
need for these facilivies, but many attendees at
public meetings stated the need for more hotels and
restaurants along the byway that could cater to the
diverse varicty of visitors visiting the Okanogan
region. Fuel services, auto repair shops, grocery and
convenience stores also are available throughout the
byway. Byway visitors/travelers should continue to
be made aware of lodging, accommodations, and
services generally available throughout the area. This
informarion should continue w be published on
websites and in brochures and visitor guides.

Touring Routes

Several local touring routes should be further
promoted to enhance the visitor experience, (See
Section 3, Transportation Analysis and
Recommendations, for more information about these
rouring rourcs.) These routes will not only help to
disperse visitor traffic, burt also provide additional
opportunities to expetience the Okanogan region “off
the beaten path.” Destinations such as Monse,
Conconully, Loomis, Okanogan National Forest,
Nighthawlc, Molson, Chesaw, Nespelem, and several
other attractions can be accessed using alternative
routes. The old 97 and SR 7 routes provide potendial
opportunities for byway travelers to divert from and
rejoin US 97 for enjoyable side trips.

Recreational Opportunities

The region surrounding the Okanogan Trails Scenic
Bthly Ufﬁ:[s arn ﬂbl.lﬂdﬂﬂce Of: I'CCI'EﬂtiDﬂal
opportunities. People from all over the world
participate In a variety of activitics from fishing

ot

Loontds (in 1905) it not the boom town it used to be, but visitors can
learn the inzevesting story of the area’s past.

Cowrtesy of the Chanogan County Historical Society
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(including steelhead and salmon), hunring, hiking,
camping, bicycling, horseback riding, bird
warching, canoeing, rock climbing, skiing, and
many other year-round sports. There are acrivities
for all ages and levels in the byway region. Just in
the Tonasker area alone, there are over 25 lakes.
These lakes provide extensive fishing opporrunities.
The “Watchable Wildlife” acrivities throughout che
region are becoming more popular and will continuc
to atrract visitors from around the seate. Rock
climbing and geological hikes are a unique
opportunity in this region that could attract visitors
from around the world. Tly fishing is another
activity that if promoted, could draw thousands of
addlitional tourists. Refer ro Figure 5.2 in Section 5
for a map of the areas major recreation destinations,
as well as wildlife wacching and river lannch sites.

lLocal Resident Involvement

Local residents are very knowledgeable abour the
cultural and historical stories of the Okanogan
region. Local community representatives should be
involved in enhancing visitors' experiences. For
example, local residents could provide historical
tours of the Ol{anogzm and Omak area, showing
visitors tredsured structures and the Matsura murals
while also educating them on the importance of
historical preservation. Residents also could provide
tours of wildlife opportunities or river trips and
education abour the principles of protection of
valuable natural resources. Residents are the
“stewards” of the byway and should pass along
important messages about preservation, stewardship,
and protection of culeural and natural resources to
visitors.

Partnerships

There are many opportunities to partner with
existing visitor information centers and businesses
that exist along the byway to enhance the visitar
experience. Travelers should be encouraged to use
existing services provided by these partners,
including visitor centers, chamber of commerce
offices, and other locarions for informaton. The
Okanogan County Tourism Council (OCTC) in
particular, is an hmportant partner to the Qkanogan
rails Scenic Byway because of the organization’s
commitment to promoring tourism and recreation
opportunities of the region. OCTC's subcommittees
on marketing, branding, and ag-tourism in particul,
could provide support to byway tourism
opportunities. Partnerships with ocher byway
organizations such as the Cascade Loop Association
and the Coulee Corridor organization are also
chcouraged to share resources and make the visitor
experience scem as scamless as possible through each
byway corridor. The Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway
erganization should also partner with Osoyoos
tourism organizations and the Via 97 corridor
efforts. There are many efforts occurring
simultaneously to increase tourism throughout the
region and internacionally, and the Olanogan ‘Trails
Scenic Byway organization should coordinate and
partner with these cfforts. The Confederated Tribes
of the Colville Reservation are also an important
partner.  Continued and ongoing tribal involvement
in the planning, design, and developtuent of byway
projects, programs and features will be essenrial.

Conrtesy of Miter MeKer
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Introduction

The abundant historical, cultural, scenic, natural,
and recreational atcributes of the area make 1t

Since It 1s
these attributes that draw people to the Okanogan

destrable to visitors and residents alike,

Trails Seenic Byway and surrounding area, it ts these
atrributes chac must be preserved and enhanced.

This section of the plan offers recommendations
related to preserving the character of the byway for
future generations to enjoy. The recommendations
of this section are NOT intended to be repulatory
requirements, but rather a set of suggestions and
guidelines for retaining the unique and special
character of the byway setting that has come 10
define it

As the landscape and people change along the
byway, it will be important to consider ways to
preserve and enhance the character of the byway and
those aspects that make for a unique experience.
Implementing the suggestions in this section of the
plan is one way to ensure that preservation and
enhancement of byway features oceurs throughout
the furure,

Preserving and Enhancing

A A BT o0 i PO T

the Byway’s Character

The story of this area is told in large part through
features along the byway, as well as its overall
character. From the breathtaking views of the
mountains and valleys to the legacy of historic
]Juildings, ranches and farms, Mother Narure and
humans have worked together to develop a rich and
interesting history. This landscape of the West has
attracted many people and cultures throughour
rime.

Today, people continue to be drawn to this area by
Preserving
and enhancing the byway's character will ensure that
it continues to be a place for citizens to cherish and
people wo visit, and will leave visitors with an
unspoiled, memorable experience.

Land Use and Growth

Given that much of the byway is surrounded by
public lands, preservation of the adjacent narural

its beaury and unspoiled rural characrer,

landscape already occurs along many stretches of the
corridor. The Colville Confederated Tribes own land
along the byway between Brewster and Okanogan,
and some of this land is already being actively
managed for the protection and preservation of
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natural resources and scenic qualities. For example,
the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation is
in the process of adopting a new sign ordinance and
signing guidelines for reservadon lands. Councy and
city adopted comprehensive plans and zoning codes
also include similar provisions, as well as
designations for land uvses.

The modern character of the byway setting is a trne
reflection of its past. Glimpses of the “late frontier”
and the many cultures and eras throughout time
th[‘lt hZiVe inﬂuenced thc ].ﬂl].dSCELPE aIc Clear]y 4 Pa-l.'t
of the byway experience of today. The rural
characrer of the ranches, farms, and small towns
along the highway offer opportunities to step back in
time. Comparisons can be drawn between the
currene rural characrer and vernacular of the
Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway highly valued and
cherished by citizens of the area, and other rural
areas around the country that have grown and
Changed over l‘.ime.

Citizens of the Okanogan region have an important
opportunity to preserve and enhance what is spectal,
while sall accommodating incvitable growth and
change. As the area continues to grow and develop,
1t 1s recommended that the Okanogan Trails Scenic
Byway organization work closely with councty and
city regulators on updates to land use provisions for
areas visible from the byway to ensure that the

ChRIaCt@r OF tllﬂ byway SEttiﬂg iS preserved Flnd
enhanced. When the Okanogan County
Comprehensive Plan is updated, it may be advisable
o teview land use and zoning requitements in direct
proximicy to the byway to ensure consistency with
the goals and objectives of this scenic byway corridor
management plan.

Faeeros in 1914
Corrresy of the Qlanogan Connty Historical Sociery
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Design Guidelines

While the suggestions below provide some general
guidance related o rewining and enhancing the
character of cach screrch of the byway, derailed
design guidelines for the byway have yet to be
developed. As a follow-on project o the
development of this corridor management plan, it is
recommended that a specific set of design guidelines
be developed for public roadside features such as
signs, historical markers, and other elements.
Currently, each city and town has varying degrees of
adopted guidelines for architectural developrent.
Byway-wide design guidelines would help to cnsure
a consistent and cohesive aesthetic becomes part of
the traveler's experience at every stop. These design
guidelines could include specific recommendations
for architectural styles, themes, materials, colors, and
other clements. This could be a near-term project
cligible for funding through the federal byways
program ot other sources.

When developed, the byway-wide design guidelines
should address town character present along parts of
the byway, as well as the overall agricultural,
historical, and geo]ogical nature of the hyway. The
use of natural, rustic materials such as stone and
rock, rugged timbers, weathered/rusted metals, and
other clements would help to reinforce the rural,
western characrer the byway conveys. Suggestions for
consistent methods for displaying the byway logo on
interpretive panels and a consistent color paletre for
interpretive elements and other byway feactures also
should be included in the design guidelines. Special
tribal symbols and aesthetic chemes also could be
integrated into the design guidelines for byway
roadside features. Encouraging public art
installations, appropriate native plancs for
revegeration and resource enhancement, and
opportunitics for screening and buffering throngh
trees, shrubs, fencing, and other elements also can

be addressed in the design guidelines.

Features adjacent to the byway such as rest area
structures and display areas, comfort stations, picnic
shelters and tables, trash receptacles, historical
markers and monuments, interpretive signs,
wayfinding signs, and other clerments should be
addressed in the guidclincs. With close cooperation
and collaboration with the Washington State




Deparument of Transporration, it may be possible to
expand the guidelines to include other roadside
features WSDOT is responsible for maintaining,
such as puard rails, slopes and grading featurcs
(retaining walls), etc. If the guidelines are
successfully developed and broadly supported, local
governments (county and city} may wish to adopm
them for expanded use, beyond the byway and
public roadside areas.

Stewardship of Scenic
Resources and Cultural/
Historic Sites

According to the *Visual Analysis Discipline
Report” prepared in July 2002 by the Washington
State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), 77
percent of the US Tighway 97 is classified as having
scenic qualities. These qualities consist of visually
impressive, natural landscapes that are sall intace
and that create a harmonious visual pattern.
Significant historical and culerual resources exist
along the byway as well. In order to preserve the
chatacter of the byway over the long term, it is
important thar these resources be retained to che
maximum extent possible,

There are a number of tools and resources available
for the preservation and stewardship of scenic
resources and rural landscapes. Grants and funding
are available through a number of sources for the
establishment of scenic easements or the purchase of
scenic areas. Trusts and land preservation entities can
assist the byway organizatien in coordinating the
purchase of private properties by willing sellers or in
obtaining easements for public use and dedication.
Tor example, The Oknogan Valley Land Council
(OVLQ) is a local organization dedicated to
t‘:nhatlc:i:!g wildlife, fish, agricultuml, and Fm'estry
values in Okanogan Valley through land
conservation efforts. OVLC would be a good
organization to work with on land conservation
opportunities in proximity to the scenic byway. In
some cases, private landholders choose to seek out
these resources themselves because they wish to leave
a legacy of public use or natural resource
preservation. In a few situations, they may be willing
to donare their land or sell it av a reduced price.
Having an easement may reduce property values,

but this also reduces the property and estate taxes.
Scenic easements can increase property values in
SOIMC Arcas, dcpcnding on the location.

- " Wt b e ER PR~ ¥R m
The Gallaher Flouse will be a fiiture weleome center and munsewon in
Fateros, a gatetay to the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway,

Cotertesy of the City of Paterss

As a follow-on project o this corridor management
plan, it is recommended that the byway
arganizagion revisit the 2002 Visual Analysis and
complete an update of the inventory. Scenic
qualities inventoried in 2002 should be confirmed
and specific scenic resources and view corridors to be
considered for long-term preservation should be
identificd. Also as part of this project, the byway
organization should identify potential opportunities
for preserving these areas through various funding
SOUrces or Othct [CsOUrces,

Respect for Property Rights

This corridor management plan has been developed
with a healthy respect for private property rights and
speclal consideration related to land owners and
managers and agriculeural operations. As future
opportunities for scenic and natural resource area
conservation and enhancement are identified, the
byway organizatdon will be fully committed to
pursuing cooperative arrangements that involve
willing sellers. Continued public involvement and
community outreach will be a part of ongoing
byway management and implementation efforts.

) A e B a0 il 2
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Recommendations for
Preserving and Enhancing
the Byway

The suggestions helow offer some general ideas for
preserving and enhancing the characrer of vartous
stretches of the byway.

Pateros

As a gateway to the scenic byway, new
improvements should reflect the overall character of
the byway. For example, 2 new pateway sign and a
new visitor center visible from the byway are
recommended by this plan. The sign and visicor
center building, designed in the rustic Cascadian
style, accened by characreristics of the river (river
rock piling accents), would represent other features
found along the byway. Native vegetation such as
shrub steppe planes (including sage and native
grasses) at che base of the sign would highlight the
flora visitors will see as they continue cheir journey.
Pateros has its own unique features and history and
should incorporate the steamboat in its character.
Native landscaping and tree plantings {strategically
plﬂlltcll to prCSCrVC ViUW-S) along thE hlghway
through the town would help to enhance byway
cravelers' experiences.

The Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway through Pateros
could alse be enhanced with additional trees,
landscaping and traffic calming features that would
help to reduce speeds and allow residents and
visitors to enjoy the quaint and friendly character of
the community. Additional enhancements at
crosswalks of the main highway would also help to
improve safery for pedeserians.

Pateras displays a unique collection of public art,
offering glimpses of color and innovazion throughout
the town. Additional public art would help wo
reinforce the creativity already expressed in several
Piece.‘i DF art tI'l]'Ong]'lOth t].'le town.

Since Pateros is located at the confluence of the
Methow and Columbia rivers, oppertunities to
preserve seenic views and enhance pub[ic aAccess 1o
the riverfront are impaortant. Extensive public access
to the river is provided at multiple parks and public
waterfront sites and boat launches in Pateros. These
areas should continue to be preserved and
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maintained for public use, Additional
recommendations include: supporting the town’s
plans for ongaoing enhancements to the Business
District Mall, development of a new gateway visiror
center, and other projects underway.

Brewster

In an effort to promote the business loop in
Brewster, directional signs, designed with a
disrinctive characrer, could direct visitors to
downtown and its shops. Brewster’s visitor
information center should also play 2 prominent role
in the community. Bewer signs would direcr visitors
to the center. Brewster’s visitor information center,
signs, and other features could include graphics and
arework that recognize the town/area as the “apple
capitol” of the byway, Better signage to Columbia
River access points is also recommended. Brewseer's
path along the Columbia, as well as the public dock
at the Brewster Cove, are major assers.

Tree plantings along the byway would help to screen
induserial buildings, storage yards, and parking lots
in Brewster, encouraging the scenic experience that
the byway should convey. Potential improvements to
US 97 in Brewster also could include traffic calming,
plantings (in addition to the trees noted above), and
wider sidewalks and crosswalks to encourage
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walking. Public art and other improvements could
reflect the muld-cultural community of Brewster
and the apple industry’s contribusion to the area.

Fort Okanogan

Enhancements to the interpretive center at Fort
Okanogan State Park were recently completed. The
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation have
been important partners in the enhancements made
at Fort Okanogan. The wibes should continue to be
involved in all aspects of the project, including
ONgoiNg IManagement, interpretive programs, and
visitor hospitality. Improvements to the interpretive
center include updated exhibits related to the rich
cultare and history of Native American tribes, as
well as the use of the Forr by early fur trapping
companies. Ongoing indeor and outdvor upgrades
at the interprecive center and state park site should
continue to reflect and enhance the characrer of the
landscape. Srtyles related to the era of the fort, as
well as tribal and pioneer settlements could be
intcgrat(:d into the building and site design as
appropriate. Additional directional signs should be
provided to aid visitors in finding the interpretive
center. Additional outdoor improvements, such as
hiking trails, ovetlooks with interpretive signs, and
other features would also enhance the attractiveness
of the park. Development of a replica of Fort
Olanogan is also recommended. Close coordination
with the Colville Confederated Tribes and che
Okanogan County Historical Society is
recommended.
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From Brewster to Okanogan

Preservation of scenic views is important throughout
the byway, particularly along this segment. With the
unique sand dunes and pine trees, scenic Soap
Mountain in the distance, and the ribbon of the
Olkanogan River in the forefront, it is an imporrant
place for visitors ro experience the byway's scenic
natural beauty and unique ecology. Maintaining the
scenic and historic viewsheds of the byway over the
long-term will be important in helping to preserve
and interpret to visitors the legacy of the Cariboo
Trail. Roadway improvements should strive to
retain, restore, and enhance natural landscapes along
the byway to the maximum exzent possible.

Okanogan to Omak

Prominent historical structures such as buildings
and remnants of the High Bridge stll stand in
downrown Qkanogan and should be preserved. Not
only are the buildings valuable in chat they provide
a living record of the architectural style of carly town
development, but they are also valuable for the
murals displayed on their sides. These murals are
replicas of Frank Matsura photographs. Woven
together, the buildings and the murals tell the story
of the town in a unique way. Historical elements,
artifacts, and stories can also be scen at the
Okanogan Historical Sociery.

Similarly, preservation of downtown QOmak’s
historical buildings such as the Old Omak Haorel
will provide visual remnants of the rich history of
the town. The continuation of traditional
community events such as the Omak Stampede,
Suicide Race, and tribal encampment, provide
community members and visitors with an imporeant
link ro the past and conuribute to reinforcing the
byway as an international attraction.

‘The small town, rural lifestyle and character evident
in Okanogan and Omak make both places special.
The rich history lives on today. The small town
charm and rural character should be retained
through cconomic dcvelopmcnt and planning
projects through these cities, including the trail
being planned to conncet the two towns.
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Omak to Riverside

Encompassing over 1.5 million acres, che Okanogan
MNartional Forest contains diverse Hora, fauna and
geology. Nearly a quarter of a million acres of state
lands and a significant porcion of Bureau of Land
Management lands are also located adjacent to the
corridor. Most of these areas are already preserved
and provide a stunning natural backdrop for the
byway.

The spectacular scenery surrounding Riverside
deserves consideration as enhancements vo and
development within the town occurs. New
construction should minimize impacts to scenic
viewsheds of geologic features and the river. Low-
profile interpretive panels could explain to visitors
the geological and tribal significance of the
“Mountains that Lean,” while alse providing a photo
opportunity to help them remember cheir visit.

The international draw of Detros Western Siore
provides a springboard for other marketing efforts of
the town. The byway organization and town
representatives could create a walking map focused
on the unique history of the town, including its
itnportant role in frontier settlement. The walking
route could begin ar Detros Western Store and then
take visitors by some more historical avuributes of
Riverside. Today, the rown still conveys a sense of
the “Wild West,” and this experience should be
reinforced when interpreting evenrs of the past and
developing promotional literature.

Riverside toTonasket

Visitors and residents alike enjoy the scenic beaury
visible while driving from Riverside o Tonasket.
These views should be preserved and minimally
impacted. Roadside pull offs and low-profile
interpretive panels could be locared at key locarions
along the byway, such as near the McLaughlin
Canyon Read. Interpretation on panels could
address cultural history topics as well as the
agricultural significance of the area. The agriculiural
land use designation in this area alsa should be
preserved. The farmland in this area contains
historical barns and sheds that help to portray the
area much like it was 100 years ago.

Recommended improvements for downtown
Tonasker include midblock crossings, street trees,
and plantings near the sidewalk. Curb exeensions or
“bulb-outs” may also be appropriate near the library
and a planned park in downtown to provide beteet
conditions for pedestrians crossing the main
highway. Traffic calming or a reduction in the speed
limir is recommended near the north end of
Tonasket. The Chief Tonasket Park will become a
main atcraction in Tonasket. A fish-viewing platform
15 being installed in the patk. Educating visitors and
residents about the importance of salmon and other
fish species will be important o encourage
preservation of wildlife.

Additional signs directing visitors to IHavillah and
the Okanogan Highlands also need to be pravided.

Corertesy af Mike McKee
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This area also includes a major intersection with
Highway 20, and access and recreational
opportunities available along Highway 20 should be
promoted to byway travelers.

Tonasket to Oroville

The drive berween Tonasket and Croville
encompasses an array of natural beauty accompanied
by a variety of recreational opportunities. The
natural beancy seen along the drive should be
preserved. Tt may be desirable to limit the excent of
development and building construction along the
byway in this area.

With Driscoll Island State Wildlife Area locared a
short distance off of the byway, interpretive panels
and directional signs could be added to the existing
pull offs to enhance visitors' experiences.

Similarly, directional signs should bLe added along
the byway to direct people to the Loomis/Many
Lakes Recreational Area.

Loomis is an area thar

Malsan is a unigque setting that provides opportunitios for [mm[}tg abowut

late frontier histgry,

should be preserved. Although it is locared off the
byway, Loomis is one of the oldest rowns in
Washington State and js sall an inhabited relic of
the 1890s mining boom.

Just four miles from che Canadian border, Qroville
serves as the northern gateway to the Okanogan
Trails Scenic Byway. As such, new gateway signs
and features, such as landscaping and/or artworks
n‘:ﬂucting the overall byway character should be
installed here. The signs both here and i Pateros
should be of similar character to help communicate
to travelers the beginning and the end of the byway.
Native plantings around the base of the signage
would help visitors notice the flora indigenous o the
area as they travel che byway.

Not only does Oroville serve as the northern pateway
to the byway, it also serves as the gateway to
Mbolson, Chesaw, and the Simillameen. Tt is
important that directional signage be provided and
made visible for these locations and historic towns n
the Qroville area, Historic towns and sites not only
help to convey the past, but they also provide a
sense of mystery and excitement that draws visitors
young and old alike. It is also important to preserve
the rich history and spectacular scenery of the
Olkanogan Highlands. The Molsen Museum should
continue (o be preserved and promoted as a unique
attraction thar provides visicors with an authentic
experience of the area’s history.

Oroville itself encompasses a broad history, which
should be communicated to visitors. Mining,
trading, and the railroad all shaped Oroville's
history. Prescrvation and interpretation regarding
these aspects of Qroville are crucial in maintaining
the town’s unique character and enhancing byway
visitors experiences.
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Introduction

A major objective of signing and wayfinding along
the byway 1s to cffectively communicare information
to travelers and citizens, while ar the same time
minimizing impacts on the scenic and natural values
of the corridor.  Signs serve many differcor funcrions.
They identify, inform, warn, advertise, dircet,
describe and explain. The purpose of this section of
the corridor management plan is to provide
recommendations for reinforcing a uniform identity
and approach to signing along the Okanogan Trails
Scenic Byway.

Signs should be easy o read and clearly convey the
intended informartion. Signs must be carefully
designed and installed in accordance with all
applicable requirements to avoid creating hazards tw
drivers and bicyclists. Additional signs added along
the byway should be carefully designed and placed
to minimize intrusions on the scenic experience.
Signs along the byway should be attractive and
informational.  Redundanc signs should be avoided.
Where possible, signs should be consolidated to one
location.

Signing an

W el e e

SR T O T .\-.gm: PR

Signs should identify and provide direction to points
of Interest and intrinsic qualitics of the byway, but
not necessarily all places and businesses along the
corridor. Signs also should be used ro educate and
inform, Attracrive interpretive and wayfinding signs
will provide visitors with useful and interesting
information about the intrinsic qualities and other
features along the byway.

This section includes recommendarions for cohesive
signing and wayfinding to enhance the travelers
experience. All aspects of signing and wayfinding
should be closcly coordinated with the Washington
State Department of Transportation (WS5DOT),
North Central Region, as well as with other state,
county, and local agencies as appropriate. All signs
located within the US 97 highway right-of-way are
regulated by WSDOT. Signing on the reservarion of
the Colville Confederated Tribes also should be
coordinated with wibal government staff. The
Colville Confederated Tiibes are in the process of
adopting a sign ordinance that provides guidance for
signs along roads on the reservation and restrices
billboards. Refer to Section 8 — Preserving and
Enhancing the Byway’s Character, for additional
suggestions related to where these various rypes of

Si.gl'l.‘i COUIL’.{ be l()CﬂtEd.

=

Existing “gaseway sign” in Pateras

el e i e I o AL VAT 10 oty S i el sid] VO R £ L L P 2 L S

LI L R R O T PN

o g e e s g e

" Cormdor Manager;nent Plan 9-1



Types of Signs
The following types of signing and wayfinding
features are addressed in this section of the plan:
*  Cateway signs

*  Scenic byway ]ogn signs

* Guide signs

» Motorist Information signs

*  lncerpretive panels, historical matkers, and
information kiosks with maps

* Special feature/place name signs

5 Y Aijurnkh
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Riversicdle bistovical marker
Conrtery of Mike MeKee

chulatory siglls thﬂt sSEIVE trafﬁc Safety purposes are
regulated by federal and state agencies and
organizations, including the Federal Highway
Administration, cthe American Association of State
Highway Officials (through the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Conrrol Devices - MUTCD), and the
Washington State Department of 'lransportation
(WSDOT). This plan does not address regulatory
types of signs, other than to request that the
agencies responsible for these signs consider
oppertunities to minimize visual intrusions and
consolidate signs as much as possible,

Scenic byway signs and gateway signs are regulated
by WSDOT through the MUTCD (as adopted by
FHWA and WSDOT) and the WSDOT Scenic
Byway Logo Signing Guidelines. Approval by
WSDOT Norch Central Regton Traffic Engineer is
required for the design and location of Okanogan
Trails Scenic Byway signs.
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The Byway organization or others pay for the
construction and installation of Scenic Byway logo or
wayfinding signs and gateway signs. WSDOT
provides guide signs at appropriate locations as state
funds are available. Motorist Information Signs are
provided by WSDOT through a permit and annual
fee process. Space is limited. A business may make
application for a permit and pay an annual fee for
space on the blue and white sign.

Sighing Recommendations

Gateway Signs

Locating gateway signs and accompaniments such as
landscaping and public art ac the northern and
southern entrance points to the scenic byway is
essencial in reinforcing the byway identity and
enhancing travelers’ expericnees. Gateway signs not
only help to make mortorists more aware that they are
traveling along a scenic byway, but also help to
establish the identity and character of the byway to
visitors immediately upon entering the byway.
Besides a visible welcome sign, gateway markers
typically include the byway logo, which may be
oversized at the entry points for emphasis.

Crateway signs vary from byway to byway. Some
byways urilize a larger version of the standard green
background highway sign. This is not recommended
for the Okanogan Trails as it would result in a missed
opportunity to build a brand jdencity. One design
look suggested for the Okanogan Trails would be ta
reinforce a rustic Cascadian/mountain theme through
a commbination of rough~hew11 timber, native rock and
stone (such as river rock}, and weathered/rusted
metals for signs and other features. The use of these
materials also would help to reinforce the existing
“Western™ and rural character evident throughout the
byway. These are the prominent natural materials
found along the byway, and usc of these would help
incorporate the built structures into the landscape.
Gateway signs could be back-lie, bottom-lit, or
reflectorized for nighc visibility. Refer o WSDOT's
Scenic Byway Logo Signing Guidelines for
requirements and additional design considerations.
Gateway signs in the right-of-way must be located
outside the highway clear zone for the safety of the
craveling public. Refer to the WSDOT Design
Manual. Coordination with WSDOT on the design
and location of gateway signs is required. An Air-
Space Lease or General Permit may be required.
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Design of gateways could be taken a step further
through the use of native plantings around the base
of the structures. Native flora would be the most
appropriate for the plant paletee at the base of signs.
Besides providing an opportunity to highlight native
fora of the area, the use of native plantings is an
environmentally-friendly, low-water-use, low
maintznance solution and increases the chance of
survival and longevity of the vegeration.

Gateway signs for the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway
should be placed at the northern and southern
gateways to the byway: Oroville and Pateros. Smaller
signs with complementary design features could also
be placed with the logo, name, and tgline on
county roads intersecting with the byway and upon
entrances to the towns along the byway. Typically,
gateway signs provide an introduction o the byway
so it i3 crucial thar the design leave a positive,
memorable impression.

Scenic Byway Logo Signs

Scenic byway logo signs, or wayfinding signs,
communicate to the waveling public the importance
of the corridor as a scenic byway. The logo signs can
also distinguish the route as one having scenic,
historical, recreational, culrural, and/or educational
significance.

The typical byway logo consists of the byway logo
depicted on a shield or plaque attached o a standard
post sign. Other highway route markers or
directional signs may be adhered to the same pose.
Ar a minimum, the logo sign should be a maximum
of 24 inches by 24 inches and should be reflectorized
for night visibiliey.

With appropriate placement of the logo sign along
the byway, travelers receive repetitious reminders
that they are continuing along the byway route.
Appropriate spacing typically involves locaring a
byway logo sign at least every 10 to 15 miles and at
major entrance poines from other routes. Due to
their size, logo signs can be affixed to existing sign
posts thar currently hold directional signs to help
minimize visual intrusion within the corridor.

Since the scenic byway logo represents the entire
length of the byway, the design should include
elements that convey the sense of the byway'’s full
expetience. For the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway,
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preliminary designs were developed and reviewed by
the byway steering committee. The commirtee firsc
selected a list of appropriate graphic elements that
the byway should convey. Among these, the
following elements were considered to be the most
important to be graphically reflected in the loge:

* Rivers

* Geology and landscape of the region

* Native American tribal imagery

* Frontier sctrlernent and historic western imagery

= Apples/orchards/farms and ranches

After review of conceptual design, the byway steering
committee selected a preferred scenic byway logo
design to be furcher refined (refer to Figure 9.1).
This d(‘:sign was enhanced with cribal imagery by
local artise, Smoker Marchand, as seen in Figure 9.2.
The artist’s enhanced version provides an example of
how the byway loge can be embellished to reflect
local history and cultural clemenes. Varying logo
enhancements like these can be added on a scgment-
by—segment lasis.

Placement of the byway logo design should be
coordinated with the other byway effores in the
region, including the Cascade Loop and Coulee
Corridor. The Via 97 International Alliance
promotes trade, transportation, and tourism along
the US 97 route from Wenatchee through Canada to
Pentictan, British Columbia. Close coordination
with these other efforts is encouraged so logos and
logo signs are complementary to one anotcher.

Recommended locations for logo/wayfinding signs to
be placed along the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway
provided by WSDOT are shown in Table 9.1 ar the
end of this section,

Guide Signs and Motorist Information Signs
Guide signs show route designations, destinarions,
directions, distances, services, poings of interest, and
other geographical, recreational, or cultural
information. Guide signs aid the craveler with
wa‘yﬁnding and identifying points of interest boch
along the main corridor and off of the main route.
Typical points of interest highlighted on directional
guide signs include recreational opportunities, visicor
services and facilities, cultural and hisvoric sites,
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ng and Wayfinding

among other destinations and attractions along che
corridor.  Since these signs serve a vital role in
helping visitors find attracuons, the dircetional
guide signs should be highly visible and constructed
for long-term durability in accordance with all
applicable standards.

Advance notice and motorist information signs
include the blue and white information signs and
brown and white recreational signs found along
highways. These signs are typically placed no less
than one-quarter mile away from the attraction.
One example would be “Historic Marker — Rt %
mile” with an arrow indicating the direction of the
turn ahcad.

Along the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway, there are a
few Motorist Information Signs, blue and white
signs that provide an “advertising” function, aimed
to direct visitors to various businesses and the
services they offer (i.e., lodging, food, fuel, etc.). In
order to minimize visuzl intrusion along the scenic
byway, these signs should be consolidated so all
businesses are on one sign when the businesses are in
the same general direction (where possible). These
signs are encouraged when approaching towns along
the byway. For example, mororist information signs
currently encourage travelers to visic downtown
Okanogan and Omak. These signs help to guide
visitors to the services offered in downtown.
However, potentia] negative consequences of these
signs to be aware of include: visual intrusion,
increased competition among businesses {adding
more signs), and redundancy in signs (some
businesses may have multiple signs).  Overall
though, che byway commiteee would like to
encourage sighing near towns to inform visitors of
businesses and services in byway communities and as
such, Increase tourism and economic benefits thar
might result from increased tourism.

A balance must be achieved berween advertising
services and attractions and minimizing visual
clutter. Too many signs along the byway will detract
from the visitor experience, potentially creating a
negative impression of the byway.

Also, the overall size of the blue and white sign is
large in scale compared to other highway signing. In
S0IMe Cd4S€S, there are Iﬂl'gﬂ l‘)lanl{ areas on thn’: blllﬂ
signs that are unused because not enough businesses
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Advance zvé:;firagiz:gii.r .’JZ'ZID arient visitors io attractions, Hereis an
advanced wirsing sign ont Candadian 97.

are advertising, Close coordination with WSDO'T is
encouraged to make sure the blue and white signs
are effective for all businesses in the area including
areas oft of the byway (Main Street Brewster,
downtown Okanogan, downtown Omalk, Pateros,
etc.)

In the Pateros vicinity specifically, additional
directional guide signs are needed (south of the
Methow Bridge) to guide visitors to the city parks,
rescrooms, and boat launches, as well as to inform
visitors of lodging, food, fuel, and services.

[t is recommended that the Byway Sign
Subcommirree become familiar wich the MUTCD
and WSDOT sign policies and obtain a current
inventory lise of puide signs and motorist
information signs along the byway. They should
drive the byway in borth directions looking for sign
clutter and areas that need signing. Through this
process, the subcomimnittee will learn the types of
guide signs allowed and placement guidelines. After
completion of this study, the subcommittec could
draft a list of sign recomumendations and meet with
the WSDOT North Central Region Traffic Office to
explore oprions for implementing the
recotnmendations.
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Interpretive Panels, Historical Markers, and

Information Kiosks with Maps

Interpretive p:mels, historical markers, and
information kiosks with maps help to tell the story
of the byway. These signs may commemorare the
by’way’s Pa.st or []OtiFy travelers ﬂbOth iﬂlpol’tanf
places to visit and events to attend.  Interpretive
information can provide more detailed informartion
related to the stories of the byway and important
natural resources.

It is highly recommended that a unified design be
developed for these types of signs (interpretive
panels, historical markers and information kiosks
with maps) along the Qlkanogan Trails Scenic Byway.
Any traveler along the 83-mile stretch of byway
should be able to quickly and easily recognize these
Clcmcnts a5 bf.'ing P&lft Df I:he byWﬂy EXPEl"iEﬂEQ,
These signs should function as a system or “family”
of graphically and aesthetically cohesive elements
tied to the identity of the byway.

Designed to be responsive to context, setting, and
special qualities of the sites, these types of signs
should blend with the nararal setring and not
detract from 1t. Using natural marerials such as
timber, roclk faced bases/accents, and weathered
meral would reinforce the character of the byway
and the swrrounding landscape. A theme
incorporating native peoples’ artwork and cribal
symbols, river features, and/or pioneer elements
could help build byway identity. Using the same
matcrials and design style ac the gateway signs
would help to further reinforce the overall characrer
of the byway.

Historical markers and monuments commemorate
historic events and places along the byway. These
signs differ from interpretive panels in that they may
be solely text, depicted on verdical sign boards or
monuments of varying styles. Interpretive panels are
usually more graphically oriented, with text and
illustrations and can be produced in a variety of sizes
and displayed vertically or horizontally. Interpretive
panels usually provide more detailed inforration
than historical markees and the informacion is
typically educational and theme-based.

Several existing historical markers along the byway,
originally insealled by the Okanogan County

Historical Society could be upgraded to include
photos, graphics, art, and other features w help
blend with the new character of other byway signs
and features, For example, existing markers could be
enhanced with river rock foundartions and roofs to
match designs of other byway signs. It may be
possible to replicate the gray and white historical
markers for use in other locations along the byway
and to include complementary interpretive panels to
further illustrate the historical information presented
in the markers. Interpretive wayside exhibits offer
the opportunity for travelers to pull off the highway
and enjoy specific stories and events, enabling them
to learn abour the intrinsic qualities of the corridor.
Ineerpretive pancls may also include resource
stewardship and protection messages.

Information kiosks, rypically larger, vertical
structures, display more averarching information
and may include maps and general information
about byway destinations. An information kiosk
with a map showing the entire byway or portions of
the byway is recomimended at gateways and at least
two central locattons along the byway. The map
would display direcuional information to byway
features, visitor information centers, visitor services,
and other activities in the area. The map could be
modeled after the informational map found in
Osoyoos, BC (shown in the picture below.}

INFO ACCESS CENTRE ¥

AEZERVATIDNG & SERVIZES *

Canadian informational map
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Existing sign in the Okanugan Highland:

Various sites along the byway could be linked
together with historical markers and interpretive
cxhibits designed according to a strong theme with
consistent character, style, and marerials. To achieve
further unification of the various sites, a small
version of the scenic byway logo should be placed on
kiosks, historical markers, and interpretive exhibits.
Regardless of the storics and information being
presented, all displays should use a consistent color
scheme, format and type style. Tt may be desirable
to replace or enhance existing interpretive clements
to tie into the new byway design. Durable, lasting
materials that are cohesive in design to the byway
logo and with the overall character of the byway and
other byway clements should be used in these signs.
[Designs should consider minimizing maintenance
and should ensure thar signs can be replaced easily
and cost effectively in the evenr of damage or
vandalism.

It is recommended that byway interpretive panels be
located, at 2 minimum, in towns a.long the byway
including Pateros, Brewster, Okanogan, Omak,
Riverside, Tonasker, and Oroville. Interpretive panels
should also be located at existing and proposed pull
off areas, rest arcasf/comfort stations, visitor
information centers, and historic and recreational
sites, where possible. As mentioned above, these
panels should be cohesive in design and contain the
byway logo. Interpretacion at each site should be
theme-based and site-specific, with a relationship to
the parricular contexe or sctring in which the sign is
being placed. Refer 1o Section 6 — Telling the
Byway’s Story - Interpretive Master Plan, for more
informacion about where interpretation should be
lDCﬂtEd along the byway

JE—

Thrmn

o-8 dkanogan Tr;;lls Scenu:ME-yway

Special Feature/ Place Name Signs

Where appropriate, identification of special features
and place name signs would greatly enhance the
byway cxperience.  Such signs could include
identification of various native plants and trees that
can be scen along the byway. Names of important
lakes, rivers, creeks, wedands, mountains, and other
natural features, as well as historic geographic
features (i.e., old flumes), could also be provided.
With the importance of agriculture along the byway,
wdentification of various crops alse would be
appropriate. Placement of these specially designed,
discrete, small signs could be within the right-of-
way (outside the clear zone} or on private property,
with the permission of the property owners. In some
cases, it may be appropriate to include the native
language name of the place or geographical feature
on the sign. The Confederated Tribes of the Colville
Reservation are interested in being involved in a
native place names project.

_ ki Ly ti
A place name sign for the old flumes i recommended,

Cotertesy of the Qkanogan County Historical Society

Implementing the Signing
and Wayfinding
Recommendations

Overall Benefits

Implementation of the signing and wayfinding
recommendarions of this section will ensure that
travelers and residents experience an informative and
atrractive sequence of signs along the corridor. Tn
some instances, implementation will involve
replacement of existing signs. In other instances,
new stgning will supplement existing signs proposed
to remain. Consistent use and placement of the
byway logo on gateway signs, historical markers, and
interpretive signs and consistent design approaches
for signs and markers, will reinforce a cohesive
experience for travelers along the Okanogan Trails
Scenic Byway.
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Existing Fare Okanogan State Park sign

Wherever possible, the byway organization and
WSDOT should look for opportunities to
consolidate existing signs and minimize the quandty
of furure signs so that sign clurter’ does not become
an issuc.

Signing Process

The basic steps for designing and installing the
types of signs described earlier in this section are as
follows:

1. Assign a “Signing and Wayfinding” subcommittee
for the byway with members who can focus on
signing analysis, needs, and design suggestions.

2. Develop a coordinated signing plan that includes
more detailed analysis of existing signs and
recommendations for additional signs,

3. Confirm idenicy, loge, and design styles o be used
on the corridor. Develop designs for signs thac can
be forwarded to applicable agencies for review and
approval.

4. Pursue funding from the Federal Highway
Administration’s National Scenic Byway Program
and/or other sources to implement the signing and
wayfinding plan.

5. Coordinate and work with WSTDOT and logal
agencies on the addition and/or consolidation of
signs. Receive applicable permie and approvals for
signing,

6. Finalize design of new signs and markers to be
placed along the byway; coordinating final design
with WSDOT (see WSDOT's Scenic Byway Logo
Signing Guidelines).

7. Manufacture and fabricate signs and coordinate
installadion with WSDOT (it signs are located in
WSDOT right-of-way).

G

Continue on-going coordinacion with WSDOT and
other agencies and organizations involved during
sign maintenance.

Signing Design Regulations

All signing located within the US 97 right-ofway
will need to be coordinared with WSDOT. The
WSDOT Scenic Byway Logo Signing Guidelines
contain design ideas that can be used for the
corridor.  Some types of‘signs, including directional
guide signs and supplemental guide signs will need
to be designed and installed in accordance with the
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
{(MUTCD) and the WSDOT Traffic, Design, and
Sign Fabrication manuals,

Compliance with Qutdoor
Advertising Controls

The Federal Highway Administration requires
outdoor adv&:rtising controls for nationally
designated scenic byways. The Washington Scenic
Vistas Act of 1971 (Chaprer 47.42 RCW and
Chapter 469-66 WAC) was cnacted o promote and
protect the natural beauty of arcas adjacent o
officially designated state scenic and recrearional
11ighw:tys, as well as primary and interstate
highways. This act specifically prohibits billboards
n]ong scenic and recreational highways n
Washington. The purpose of the Scenic Vistas Act
was to promote the pubic health, safery, welfare,
convenience, and enjoyment of public travel. The
existence of the Scenic Vistas Act ensures that the
Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway will automatically be
in compliance with the FHWA requirements for
outdoor advertising controls and billboard
restrictions along scenic byways. Local regulations at
the county and city level also regulate outdoor
advertising, In addition, the Colville Confederated
Tribes are in the process of adopting sign regulations
for reservation lands that will reserict placement of

billboards.
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Specific Outdoor Advertising Controls of
the Scenic Vistas Act

On-premnise advertising signs are specifically
regulated by the Scenic Vistas Ace. An on-premise
sign advertises an activity conducted on the
property oit which the sign is located. This type of
sign is limited o identifying the establishment or
the principal or additional products or services
offered on the property. All signing must comply
with applicable governmental regulations and signs
must be located in accordance wich WSDOT
standards for clear zoncs adjacent to the highway.

Other Applicable Regulations

In addition to the Scenic Vistas Act requirements,
state, scenic, primary and interstate highways must
comply with the Highway Beautification Act, Tide
23 U.5.C., Section 131,

In addition to the federal and state laws related to
the placement of outdeor advertising that are
administered by the Washington Stare Department
of Transporration, wibal and local governments
along the corridor regulate signing and advertising
through local ordinances. All property owners arc
expected to comply with local, state, and federal
regulations for outdoor advertising control along the
corridor.

Representanives from Okanogan County envision
the potential for a county-wide signing program

that might aid erientation and wayﬁnding for local
residents and visitors alike. This program could
include signing along the byway to assist byway
travelers in ﬁnding recreational and historical sices,
rrailheads, and other destinations.

Compliance with outdoor advertising requirements,
in accordance with the provisions of the Scenic
Vistas Act and other signing regulations, is verified
on a regular basis by local authorities and WSDOT
ourdoor advertising inspectors and maintenance
workers.

For more information related to existing advertising
and signing controls and guidelines refer to the
following publications.

» WSDOT Highway Advertising Concerol: Scenic
Vistas Act of 1971
+ WSDOT Highway Advertising Conerol: Motorist

Information Signs
+  Olkanogan County Comprehensive Plan
* Okanogan County Zoning Code

+ Confederated Tribes of the Calville Reservation Sign
Regulations

* local jurisdictions (Pateros, Brewster, Olkanogan,
Ommnals, Tonasket, Riverside, Qraville) Sign
Regulations

COnrdoor advertising controls help pratect seenic views,
Conrtesy of Mike MoKes
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Introduction

The Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway and the
sutrounding region cover an expanse of miles larger
than some states. The immense size of the region
offers unlimited scenety and recreational
opportunities. The byway runs along the Columbia
and Okanogan rivers showcasing its own unique
geology compared to the basalt platcau south of the
region. Within the next few years, the products
available for visitors will support the byway region as
a world class draw with the volume of numerous
destinations and adventures. The majority of the
surrounding areas are public lands that provide an
exceptional diversity of recreational opportunies,

The region surrounding the Okanogan Trails Scenic
Byway offers wide-open spaces abundant with
wildlife, spectacular scenery, and rural charm. The
arca features a diverse blend of snow covered peaks,
small towns, frontier history, art galleries and
muscums, live thearre, farmers markets and fresh-
from-the-field produce stands, music festivals,
rodeos, country faits and two famous hydroelectric
dams. The area 15 docted with hundreds of lakes,
rivers and streams.

The region experiences sunny and clear days and
star-filled nights. Visitors from the more heavily
populated and rainier regions west of the Cascade
Mountrains are drawn to the drier climate and scenic
rural and natural landscapes. Throughout che
region, whitewater rafting, flat-water sports, boating,
fly-fishing, hiking, mountain biking, rock climbing,
horseback riding, wilderness packing, hunting and
more are available from spring through fall. Award-
winning wineries and challenging golf courses are
just off the byway. Winter offers cross-country and
downhill skiing, snowboarding, snowmobiling,

e e B A s,
The Okanogan Tiails Scenic Byway affers spectacidar scenery
Courtesy of Mike McKee
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Marketing and
Promoting the Byway

snowshoeing and dog sledding. The colorful and
bustling region has a diverse economic base
supported by timber, mining, agriculture and
ranching, recreation, tourism, and hydroelectricity.
The business climate is becoming even more diverse
with some new business relocation and the influence
of the Internet.

The 1999 Okanogan Country Study by RJR
Associates documented a comprehensive approach to
regional marketing and presented findings on
tourism acrivities. This study reported the tourism
impact to Okanogan County at $83.6 Million,
providing nearly 3,500 full or parc-time jobs.

Target Markets

The 1S 97 corridor is a very important north-south
route exrending from Canada traveling through
Washingron, QOregon, California and finally into
Mexico. The Qkanogan Trails portion of this route
hosts international, regional, state, and local
travelers. Recent and historic marketing effores and
the typical earget markets for the byway are
described below.

Recent Marketing Efforts

In recent years, the largest target marker for regional
tourism marketing efforts has been the Puger Sound.
Canadians have always comprised a significant
portion of the region’s visitors, although marketing
budgets have been small for this market. Major
factors chat tend to impact Canadian visitation are
the exchange rate and close proximity to a milder
spring, fall, and summer climate, Approximately
74,000 vehicles crossed the US/Canada border in
2003. This number is growing annually. With che
approach of the 2010 Winter Olympics in Whistler,
BC and the significance of US 97 as one of the major

L e,

g et i

orrider Management Pian

10-1



routes, it is expected the byway will be highlighted
in media from news programs to state tourism
cfforts. The level of cutside visitors and people
wishing to relocate is already having an impact on
the region.

The 1999 Okanogan Country Study by RJR
Associates reported research for four events selected
to colleer data. A_lthough not similar events, they
represented a small sample for the large area. The
events included:

Event Artendees
Roots Mr. Reggae, Tonasker area 1,750
Omak Scampede, Omak 2,000
Pateros Hydro Classic, Pareros 1,100
Methow Mr. Bilee Festival, Methow 900

The visitor origins were only identified for eastern
Washington, rural central Washington, and western
Washington. Visitors were attending an event from
the first to the third time. The survey results
provided insight into other activities visicors
participate in Okanogan Country while attending
these events, including camping, fishing,
sightseeing, hiking, skiing, boating, mountain
bil{ing, hunting, golﬁng, bird watching, and/or
staying at retreats. An averview of the survey results
are provided in the rable below.

Table 10,1 Visitation Survey Resudrs

Visits per Year: 33% = 1 Visit, 33% = 2-3 Visits, 33% =
4+ Visirs

Visit Duration: 33% = 1 Day, 28% =2 Days, 19% =3
Days, 20% = 5+ Days,

Lodging: Camping = 42%, Personal Home = 30%, Motel =
21%, 2" Home = 7%, B&B = <1%,

Parcy Size: Bike Fest = 3.9, Stampede = 4.4, Hydra = 3.9

Current Okanogan Country Marketing
The 1I-5 corridor of the Puget Sound area is the
primary geographic market for tourism to the
Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway region. Secondary
geographic markets for the byway include British
Columbia, the Spokane region and North Central
Washingron, Visitors from Germany, France,

S e F R e e A
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England, Australia and nearly 20 other countries
were included in recent guest registers from
regional museums and visitor centers. Many
visitors are outdoor recreationists or have cultural
or history intcrests. Shopping is a travel motivaror
for locals and for some from British Columbia
when the exchange rate is favorable.

Canoping, fishing and huncing remain strong draws

to the region. However, it is believed that niche

markets bring people from greater distances. Niche
markets include unique acrivities not widely
available in orher areas and therefore tend to draw

more visitors,

The byoezy vegion offers activities for “niche markers” inclding fla
rwater spurts on the Okanogan River

Courresy of the Developaners Manual for Flaneater Sporss

Niche markets in the Okanogan Trails Scenic
Byway region include: agri-tours, antiques, are
galleries, boating, casinos, charming rural tours,
country fairs, cross-counary skiing, dog sledding,
downhill skiing, famous dams, farm and other
auctions, farmers markets, fishing derbies, flar
waler $potts, ﬂy-ﬁshing, fresh produce stands,
garlic and other festivals, golf, hiking, horseback
tiding, hundreds of lakes, rivers and streams,
hundng, hydro races, ice ﬂshing, Native American
celebravions, lavender festivals, live theatre,
mountain biking, museums, music festivals,
photography, rock climbing, rodeos, salmon
celebrations scenery, snowboarding,
snowmobiling, snowshoeing, spectacular scenery,
sunny days and clear, star-filled nights, thousands
of miles of trails, warchable wildlife, western
history, whitewater rafting, wilderness packing,
wild flowers, and wineries.

B s e b St o B ™ 4 A T



The byway offers access to world-class teails, calture,
history, geology and watchable wildlife
opportuniries. Local events such as the Omak
Stampede and Suicide Race and agriculrure-toutism
are regional, national, and international draws.

Marketing Goals and
Objectives

Commitment to Sustainability

The core group forming the byway steering
committee was initiated with the proposal to form
the byway in 2002, The committee strengthened
and grew in early 2004 with the beginning of the
effarc to develop a corrider management plan. This
group has been meeting monthly through 2004 and
2005 to develop this plan and coordinate on other
byway-related efforts.

The general strucrure of the byway organization will
develop over the course of the upcoming monchs
through numerous activities. Developing a more
FOFmEI.I structure Wifh. I'EI)I'ESE[][RI:.[VES ﬁ'om
geographic areas and representing multiple partners
will be beneficial. The seruceure may address
responsibilities for planning, projects, meetings and
relationships, resources {Funding, in-kind
donarions), marketing and promocing the byway,
and other coordination activities. The steering
committee may also develop partnerships for specific
projects or activities as described further in this
document under General Strategies.

Goals and Objectives

The Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway steering
committee recognizes that the relatively
undevcloped arcas of Okanogan Counry are
fundamencal 1o the region’s heritage. These are arcas
that should be preserved and enjoyed by current and
future generations. The byway committee is
committed to developing and managing rourism in
these undeveloped areas in a sustainable manner.
Responsible use and stewardship of resources and
respecting personal property rights are important
issues in Olkanogan County. The byway committee
discussed adopting goals to reflect the regional
tourism and outdoor recreation philosophies. The
County Recreation Plan and Okanogan County
Tourism Council (QCTC) have similar goals.

OCTC’s mission is to bring together the many
individual tourism promotion efforts to achieve
greater focus, effectiveness, and economy in

promoting tourism for all of Okanogan County.

Management of tourism in balance with the needs of
the environment, local residenes, local businesses,
and all resource based businesses (timber, mining,
livestock, orchards, erc.} will be crirical ro the
success of the byway. Recreational activities are
managed through the Okanogan Counry Qurdoor
Recreation Plan, as well as other plans of local, state,
and federal agencies that have jurisdiction over lands
along the byway. The Confederated Tribes of the
Colville Reservation also have adopted plans for
managing recreational uses on tribal lands. In
addition to the goals and objectives in these
management plans, the scenic byway committes also
identified the following important objecrives:

1. To involve all Okanogan County residents and
organizations with potential interests in the scenic
byway and tourism in development and
management of the scenic byway.

2. To provide all visitors with a high quality experience
in all aspects of their visit o Okanogan County.

3. To prepare and implement a sustainable tourism
stratepy and action plan, through the scenic byway
corridor management plan and back-roads
Comprcllensive Plﬂl—l.

4, ‘[o encourage specific tourism products that enable
discovery and understanding of Okanogan County.

Courtesy of Mike MeKee
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5. To communicate effectively to visitors abouc the
county’s special qualities.

6. To increase knowledge of rural, resource-based and
sustainability 1ssues 1n Okanogan County, among
all those involved in tourism.

7. 'lo ensure that tourism supports and does not
reduce the quality of life enjoyed by local residents.

8. To protect and enhance che county’s natural and
culeural lleritage, for and through toLrism.

9. To increase benefits from tourism to the local

€CONOoIMY.

framien e S oy
. . - 1ourism should support the grality of life enjoyed by fvcal residents.
10. To monitor and influence visitor flows co reduce 24 quatisy of life enfoped by lvcal residents

negative 1mpacts. T . .
& f commerce, individual businesses, and organizations,

I1. To strengthen nerworking, marketing cooperation which include lodging and trail groups and
and partnerships between local towns, chambers of  independent event markering. VIA 97 and the
cominerce, county, state, regional, tribal agencies, Economic Development Districe also assist with
and other organizations, businesses, and regional and international marketing efforrs.
individuals.

Byway Partners Program
Develop a formal “byway partners” program to
dcvulop a simple database of all marken ng efforts in
i - ! o the corridor area of influence to identify where
agencies and non-profic and private organizations effores ovetlap or need to be strengthened.
Lo SUPPOIt Projects. Depending on the project, the partnerships could
include various mixes of people from Okanogan
County staff, OCTC, US Forest Scrvice, Colville
! Confederated Tribes, Washington State Patks,
collected from other byway parters. historical societies, scheols, chambers, Okanogan
15. To strengthen community relations through one- Trails Coalition, WSDOT, Washingron Department
of Natural Resources, Bureau of Land Management,
Washington Fish and Wildlife, VIA 97, Okanagan
Nation Alliance, Canadian tourism, conservation
16. To develop and reinforce a brand identity for che organizations, Washington State Tourism, Audubon,
byway. and other organizations, as well as local businesses
and individuals.

12. To idendify funding and in-kind service
oppormunities and w0 procure financial assistance
where possible from federal, state, and local

13. To develop byway promotional materials.

14. To perform planning and actions with data

on-ane presentations to city councils, chambers,
and other organizations.

General Strategies

A large part of marketing is already done in and

Networking around the byway under the auspices of other
Networking with and building on current marketing  groups. Currently their effores are independent and
cfforts will greatly benefic the Okanogan Trails in some cases redundant. Formalizing a cooperative
Scenic Byway. Marketing and promotional strategies  efforr to coordinate the byway partners would

and efforts have been performed independently in minimize oversights, inefficiencies, and redundancy
the region by a number of organizations and in regional marketing efforts. Identifying a
individuals. The most dedicated to regional tourism  comprehensive list of possible partners would be a
for over 20 years has been the QCTC representing first step. Developing deseriptions of responsibilities,

the whole county. Others have included chambers of  activities, and projects would follow. A simple

S T
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memotandum of underscanding could verify
commitments. The byway partners program would
provide ownership to each partner. Another benefit

would be a better use of regional resources, lessening

the wark for any one individual or group. A risk
would be losing continuity to subgroups, so ir will
be important for the byway steering committee to
maineain. a lead role.

Building Awareness through Signs and
Information Sites

Although there is an abundant array of sites,
advenrures, food and lodging in the Okanagan,
many opportunities are generally unknown or
underdeveloped. More signs stracegically placed in
accordance with applicable sign regulations would
help to better identify public access areas that exist
today. More sites are needed with parking,
interpretive information, restrooms in some cases,

and information lkiosks displaying services and a map
of the byway. Although other regions have developed

simifar opporrunitics over the years, changes are
happening at an accelerated rate in the Olkanogan.
Other methods of getting the word out include

interner postings and links, newspaper and magazine

articles, media relations, and other ideas (see below
for more detail}. It is necessary that as appropriate

public sites and activities become available, thac they

are propetly marketed with necessary support for
maps and other visitor aids. See other sections of
this plan, including Section 9 — Signing and
Wayfinding, for more information.

Promotional Coordination
Promotional efforts should be coordinated wich che

byway partners (the organizations mendoned above)

in addicton to individuals and businesses. The vast
byway is many things to different people and
promotional strategies should address the many
atrribuces the byway offers:

I. The chanc)gm1 Trails Scenic Byway region is a vast
land with thousands of miles of crails, hundreds of

places to camp, hundreds of water resources, history

and culture, desert to mountainous ropography
with distinet geological differences, and
accommodations ranging from S-star resorts w
B&B's where the wildlife ournumbers the human

population.

i
I
L
R

T

2,

Craftnrad events pluy an integral role in the byway experience.

Okanogan County is larger than some states and is
one of the largest counties in the nation with a small
population, 7.6 people per square mile.

. The year-round availability of adveature in a four-

season climace allows a diversity of recreation
opportunitics, including trails for hiking during
times of warmer weather and paths for cross-country
skiing and other snow sports during the winter.
The region will soon have a world-class network of
teails, The Qkanogan Trails Coalition is a
partnership representing all trail users and their
organizations.

. The long list of the byways intrinsic qualiries

should be promoted, while at the same time
educating residents and visitors of the special
features about reasons for preservation and
ﬂﬂhﬂ['lcillg TesOurces.

. Maintaining and expanding the byway steering

commiteee will help in accomplishing byway goals
él[ld {:thl.ll'ﬂ eV‘EL[Uﬂ['iDn, Plﬂl‘lning, repl‘ogl'al‘mning,
budgering and tarketing.

6. Two ideas for celebrating the personality and necds

of this byway include:

a. A celebracion of the byway in a central
location.

b, Organizing an annual “Byway Travel Party” in
the south, ceneral and north pordons of the
byway to promote the byway, its size and
diversity,. The invitation list should include

e i BB v s Vi 0 R e L T
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the byway partners as well as elected officials
for local, state and federal positions, yer the
.ﬁestﬂs CDuld ZLI.SD b(: lin].(ed tOgEther Wlth &
theme.

7. All potencial informarion dissemination
opportunities need to be identified, including
possible website links, printed materials, kiosks,
roadway radio spots, other guides and maps and
visitor information locations.

8. Identify and submit grant applications for funding
to implement byway projects and ler the public
know about projects that are being funded and
implemented.

9. Work with byway partners on their projects where
the byway element may only be one piece of a largcr
project.

10, Seek funding from byway partners as well as in-
lind services and technical assistance for project
support.

Marketing Strategies and
Tools

The hist of strategies above is more general in pature,
Specific strategies and marketing elements in
addition to the major list of intrinsic qualities are
discussed below:

1. Teaming — The steering committee could tale
advantage of the population of visitors drawn to the
region by destination, location, and marketing from
the byway partners and the business communities.
These visitors are driving to a pre-selected
destination. This will require a heavier marketing
presence at the north and south ends of the byway
as well as the junction of the Cascade Loop/North
Cascades Highway and US 97.

L

The Interpretive Journey — Developinent of
interpretive exhibits at pull off areas will help
travelers understand how people of this frontier lived
and traveled over the last few hundred years and
that this arca is still a frontier today and will be into
the future. The interpretive information can also
lure visitors to other information sites or adventures
along the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway, as well as
provide information about its year-round intrinsic

qua]ities. These pmducts will be available o peqp]e

PRI,
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passing through the corridor to get w somewherc
else. The Okanogan Historieal Society and
Oleanogan County Tourism Council have conducred
projects of this nature. There is a need to develop a
regional approach and identify sign structure and
format for future projects.

3. Crop Signs — Current]y the Okanogan County

lourism Couneil has been producing and
coordinating placement for agricultural crop signs
along the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway. The
byway committee could assist with this program in
E]'ll.’.‘ letul'ﬂ a8 llCCdS arise.

4. Strengthen the Slower Times — The early spring

and late fall are slower tourism times in the region.
Ie will be important o fearure advenrures available
at these times, like ares and colture, watchable
wildlife, road touts, ﬁshing and hiking, and
coordinate with orher affores to enhance the visiter
population. The winter provides an abundamt
playground and some areas of the regions are
unknown to visitors. It will be necessary to work
with the byway parmers to identify winter action
activities, places, and lodging,

5. Web Presence — The Internet has become the largest

and most economical matketing ool in the 21st
century. It will be important to maintain the
Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway section of the
National Scenic Byways (NSB) website directly.

See www.byways.org, This allows [ocal control and a
means of keeping time sensitive information current.
This does not require a “webmaseer.” It will be
necessary to set up an account on the NSB website
with “information contributor” privileges and
establishing a procedure for updating the dara,

R N




Marketing Plan Elements

Byway partnerships will create opportunities to
parricipate in other marketing efforts and leverage
markering budgers for all concerned. Promoting the
major intrinsic qualities along and near the byway
will have 2 monumental scope, Developing a
comprehensive approach to understanding the
byway will require cooperation and teamwork with
various mixes of the byway partners. The elements
below will greatly aid byway marketing efforts.

Branding

Bui]ding an identity for the b}rwny and the byway
organization is important. The National Scenic
Byway Program links to other local visitor centers,
chainbers of commerce, and other tourism
orgarnizacions.

In developing the byway name, a short story was
importanc. The name “Okanogan Trails” relates o
i : n
Trails
symbolizes the use of the region for thousands of
114 1w .
years as a “trail” route. Routes followed the rivers
and the byway today can be considered a trail. A
logo is also in the process of being developed for the
byway. These rools need w be shared with all
byway partners, especially the businesses along the
way lile lodging and restaurants.

the past, present, and future of the region.

The byway’s identity should be promoted ar all
levels with all byway partners. The story, logc, and
other information as needed, should be shared with
all byway partners and used for all marketing
materials concerning the Okanogan Trails Scenie

Byway.

Public Relations
1. People need w be informed regularly about hyway

meetings. A standard notice should go to newspaper

and radio media throughout the corridor. A short
overview of activities should be sent menchly or
quartetly o the same media. Media reporters
should be invited o all events and meetings of
regional significance.

2. Public relations and story-telling through
newspaper and magazine press releases, radio spots
and shows developed for television similar to the
“Washington Back Roads” Show, will be helpful in
branding the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway and

P T SR S S S T
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‘ 'Connccung wlith highwaye which go farthor nerth
ithan any othur continuovs wyslain west of Rooky
Moultning, . - .

Several “Tradls’ dqﬁne the byway.
Conrtesy of the Obanogan Cornty Histarical Saciety

helping people find information abour their
interests. The byway contacts list will need o be
regularly updated and maintained.

3. Celebrations of the byway and accomplishments of
the organization should be on-going,

4. The series of information kiosks described in Section
9, Signing and Wayfinding, should be implemented
along the byway. Temporary traveling displays
highlighting the byway, also could be created and
hosted by various public and private locarions
throughout the year. If more kiosks could be
developed, and numerous businesses could display
them, the effect would have greater magnitude.
Omee again, the network of byway partners could
not only show the displays, but help creare them.

5. Developing a “byway toolkit” to travel within the
byway and be used by many byway representatives
would help develop more community support and
educational tools for locals and visitors.

R TIT,
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inted Materials

A map guide of the byway would balance well with
other regional marketing efforts. It would serve o
introduce many other informational tools (sites,
web site, adventures) ro readers.

. In the last four years, QCTC has planned, collected

dara, dcsigned and printed map based guides.

These include: the Highland Historic Loop, Winter

Adventures, Spring/Summer/Fall Advenuuares,
Carping and Fishing, and an Agriculture Guide.
As a byway partner, OCTC could featre byway
information on these products.

Audio Programs

l.

Story-telling audio CDs could be developed for
visitors to use in their vehicles. Topics could cover
numerous features of the byway. ‘lopics mighr
include:

History
Native American stories

Geological formations and natural history; climate
and topography differences from the Okanogan
Valley floor east or west ten miles into mountains,
with elevation changes of 2,000-3,000 feet; che
geologic forces that brought three separare lands
together 400 million years ago to create the
Okanogan Valley

Agricultural tourism, timber, and mining
Festivals and events and how to find them

Arts and culrure, including muscumns and how to
find them

Birds and wildlife to sce along the route, stating site
locations

Adventures — where o g0 For ﬁm, ﬁ"om WALSL SPOTs
to narrated hilces

Rivers and lakes — the mighty Columbia has rolled
on for many millennia, providing a home and
transportation to diverse peoples and numerous fish
and animal specics. This massive river still teams
with life while providing power and recreation. The
Okanogan, Methow and Similkameen rivers
provide incredible scenery, fishing, warter sports,
and in places, gnlcl mining,

A i S A AT A S S R T T T
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£ ““‘T r il . Cu
The Okanogan River provides an abundance of recreatio
Conrtesy of Mike MeKee

o w

nal activities!

2. Byway Interactive Electronic Boards (BIEB)
depicting 2 map for a section of the byway could
highlight special intrinsic qualitics at certain sites.
Again, the byway partners could help design,
develop and place these BIEBs.

Internet Products and Linking

1. A specific Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway website
should be developed and maintained. Internet
presence has now become of paramount importance.
The website developed for the Coulee Corridor is an
excellent example of whar to strive for, The website
can be simplified by establishing specific links with
certain byway partners. For example, OQCTC
maintains a stellar website with a regional calendar.
Linking into that particular page for regional events
would save resources and serengthen marketing for
both organizations.

2. Partnering with the Via 97 organization is another
Internet opporwnity. Via 97 is a portal for the area
that extends from Wenatchee, Washington to
Penticton, Britsh Columbiz. While the byway only
covers a portion of the Via 97 area, it can still be 2
part of the website and portal of information.

3. Iv will be important to conduct a general reciprocal
linking exercise with all byway partness.

Beyond the Region

Working with byway partners on regional tourism
efforts will provide cffective results. However, other
opportinitics to leverage marketing activities and
resources beyond byway partners and outside the
region should be identified. In order to reach che
primary and secondary targer marlets, it will be
necessary to outreach to media and newspapers for




thos¢ markets. Information displayed at airports and
travel hubs (train terminals, convention centers, etc,)
will also help in reaching a broader audience. The
Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway organization should
worle with the state tourism division, as well as
national marketing and tourism resources like the
National Scenic Byways Program to leverage existing
resources and to identify specific strategies for
increasing tourism.

National Scenic Byways
Program

A current feature of the National Scenic Byways
Program website, www.byways.org, is a section
entitled Branding America’s Byways. This section
containg informarion about brand building, and
most importandy a marketing toolkit.  The roolkit
covers over 300 pages of helpful ideas covering ropics
Sl_lch as:

+  Moving from Praduct Development 1o Marketing

* Planoing Your Party - a Checklist for Marketing
Your Byway {includes fun and helpful advice on
“what kind of party should we have? Toga? Luauz”)

5

»  Key Markering Terminology
* Tositioning Your Byway Through Interpreration
* Profiling Your Byway

* Your Guest List (Identifying Your Targer Market
through Rescarch)

+ Byway Market Planning; Developing Strategies for
Marketing Your Byway (includes advertising
suggesrons)

* Implementing Marketing Plans
» Media Relations
+ Community Awareness

»  (Case Studies

The full roolkit can be downloaded from the website
above, or is available by calling the National Scenic
Byways at 1(800)4Byways. A telephone answering
system will direct you to marketing or publications.

Marbeting should be a focws for all travel hubs along the byway and connecring fyoays,

e bl WML

Corndor‘ H;nagement Plan 10-9









Action Plan
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The Action Plan on the following pages provides a Type of Acrion for each acrion item is identified by
list of the activities, programs, and projects the the fbllowing categories:

byway organization plans to implement in the

coming years. These actions will serve many T = Transportation

putposus, including protecting and enhancing the
unique qualities of the byway, providing memorable
experiences for byway travelers, and helping to
preserve the quality of life thar residenes of the area VE
enjoy. The keys below indicate timeframe priorities

o
I

= Organizational

Visitor Experience

and expected outcomes of each action item. Funding S = Signing

opportunities that could be pursued for these )

actions, including federal and state funding M = Marketing

programs as well as private sources, are listed in the . , .
Appendix. U = Interpretation — Telling the Byway Story

- . 3
Time frame goals for implementation of each action PE = Prescrving and Enhancing the Byways Character

item are identified according to the following
categories:

O = Ongoing: 'The acdon/stratcgy would occur
5 [
continuously chroughout the duraton of
corridor management and implementation

1 = DBumediate and Near Term: Initiare action wichin
b to 3 years

M = Mid Term: Tnitiate action within 3 to 6 years

ey}
1]

Far Terme: Ininate action within 6 to 10 years

Loumis, 1900
Corertesy af Qkanvgan County Fistarical Society
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Action Plan
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an cxisting website to become a
well-known destination. Post
newsletrers, informarion about the
scatus of byway projects, mecting
invirations, and other information

on your Wﬁb Presence.
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Name of Action Descrq:tzc.m of Actions to be Roles and Time TJ}P g Current
Tront Accomplished and Steps to Res il Frame of s
. sponstoiities . tatus
5 T Implementation Goal Action
Organizational and Programmatic Actions:
Creare and Tlm)i!éh the existing byway Byway organization, | [and O O Underway;
develop formal cammitree seek additional groups, | chambers of byway group
“Byway organizations, and individuals to | commerce, OCTC Pursuing
Organization” expand the organization. affiliation with
Organization could become a NCW RC&D
501C3 non-profit.
Establish a byway | Develop a formal “Byway Parmners | All pariner [and O O Pursuing
partoers program | Program” and through the organizations, See relationships
partnership, develop a simple “Markering” section with regional
database of all marketing efforts in { of Corridor pareners
the corridor’s area of influence to  { Management Plan
identify where efforts overlap or
need to be strengthened,
Drevelop scenic Create scenic byway logo for Byway organization, | I 5 M Logo concepr
byway logo and byway signs. Place byway signs WSDOT, Colville design
logo signs throughout the region, Provide Tribes develaped;
logo ro WEDOT scenic hyway seeking
program for next update of state funding for
map and use loge on any byway- final
related communications and design/sign
o publications. instalfation
Cateway Gateway enbancements for both | Pateros, Oroville, I Gapply for VE Secking
improvements the south and north entry points WSDOT, byway funding) funding for
to the gateway., Enbancements organization ‘ design and
could include 2 “SWelcome ro the M (desipn & installation
W . . development)
Byway” sign, interpretation about
the byway, map signage (See
Signing and Wayfinding), and
beautification treatmenrs
including plancings, ete.
Develop corridor- | Deesign guidelines for roadside Byway organization, | [ to M PE, VE | Ideasin CMP
wide design elements and byway features that | loeal jurisdicrions,
puidelines enhance the byway and create a Colville tribes,
cohesive aesthetic should be WsSDOT
developed. Rustic-Canadian and
Western themes are
recommended. N .
Create 2 web Create a website or partner with Byway otgatization | [ O Could occur as

part of NCW
RC&D

affihacon




Name of Action
Item

Description of Actions ro be

Accomplished and Steps to

Implementation

Roles and
Responsibilities

Time
Frame

Goal

Type
of

Action

Current
Steatus

Organizational and Programmatic Act

ions, Cont’d:

Strengrhen

regional and
inrernatiodal
parinerships

The byway is traveled by regional
and invernational visitors. Te will
e important to maintain a
partnership with other
organizations including Via 97
and Canadian organizations.

Byway organization

O

Byway
organization
member are
involved in
regional and
international
efforts

Plan a kick-off
evesnk

Tentatively planned for 2006 ro
celebrate the success of
completing the plan and to kick-
off plan implementation activities.

Byway organization

Pursue national
designation

The Okanogan Trails Scenic
Byway is eligible to become a
national scenic byway and the
byway organization is interesied
in pursuing national designation.
National Scenic Byway. Narional
designation should be pursued,

Byway organizarion

In process

Q

Serengehen
tourism during
slower seasons

Promote tourism during the
“shoulder seasons” of the byway
to strengchen year-round regional
economic vitality. The eacly
spring and late fall are slower
tourism times in the region, and
tourism op portunities and
advenrures available ar these times
should be promated more
mntensively (such as ares and
culture, watchable wildlife, road
tours, fishing, hunting and
hiking). Creating a new byway-
related event such as a music
festival or bike race could also
help o promote tourism during
the shoulder seasons.

Byway organization,
warking closely with
byway communiries
and Olanogan
County 1'ourism

Counail (OCTC)

Land O

Create and
strengthen the
byway’s brand
identity

Develop a brand identity for the
byway 1o be used all around the
counery {could be part of the
byway logo creation above),
Build strength around the brand
identiry through published
materials, newsletters, business
cards, t-shirts, mugs, and other
iterns,

R I e L Faat e vt A e

Byway organization

land ©

Byway name
and loge
concept
confirmed

Lo
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Action Plan (continued)

and interpretive
guides

interpretive puides about the area
for l)yway travelers inglude
information on history, geology,
wildlife, and cultural events.
Focus on the development of one
overall byway brochure first.

11-4

‘mOkanogan Trails Scenic Byway

Okanogan Counry
Iistorical Society,
OCTC, chambers
of commerce,
citics/towns

Name of Action Descrzprzc?u of Actions to be Roles and Lime Type Current
Accomplished and Steps to iy are. s Frame of
Ttem I . Responsibilities . ; Starus
mplementation Goal Action

Organizational and Programmatic Actions, Cont’d:
Implement Coordinate with and inform Byway orpanmton | [and O s
ongoing COMMUNICY representatives, -
comimunity special interests, and citizens on a
participation regular basis. Stakeholders need
program to Le kept informed throughoue
the process. o
Byway Establish a byway Byway organization | [ and (O O
commutiications commuynications subcommittes — subcommittee role
subcormmittee and | and put the subcommittee in
send out regular charge of regular communications
newsletter/web to the byway partners
notices organization and ather interests.

Communication could be in the

form of a quarterly newsleerer,

monthly or repular postings on a

“list serve” email service, press

releases, and other {tems.
*Customer Develop a training workshop for Byway crpanization, | O M
Service” workshop | peaple in the service industry. QCTC

This workshop would inform

people about the byway and

educare them on what is going on

in the area, what activities could

be promoted, etc. This course

could be tught once every year.
Scenic Vistas Act Develop and teach a short course | Byway m‘g:ifiimricm, O M
workshop on the Scenic Vistas Act WsDoT

throughout the byway. This will

help each community underseand

the Act and what can be Jone to

protect the scenic views,
Visitor brochures | Provide interesting brachures and Byway organization, | Iand O VE,M

e W Mk A e



Narme of Action Descrzpm-??z of Actions to be Roles and Time Type Curvent
Accomplished and Steps to g Frame of
ltem . Responsibilities . Starus
Implementation Goal Action

Organizational and Programmatic Actions, Cont'd:
Promote byway Promote scenic loop route Byway organiuﬂoﬂ,m Tand O VE, M,
loop routesfloop experiences (drives through OCTC, chambers T
four roule maps historic rowns, scenic and of commerce, cities

recreational areas, etc. that link and towns,

itrte the byway) through Okanogan County

brochures, maps, kiosk displays,

information on websites and

through other means. Additional

maps related to the byway could

be developed to further promote

the tour routes in che area.
Promote byway Encourage visitors to experience Bywuy organization, | land O VE, M,
and byway loop the byway and byway loop routes | cities and rowns, T
routes as a through bicyeling tours — 1o be WSDOT,
bicycling promored in brochres, on Okanagan County
experience/bike websites, maps, kiosk displays and
route through ather means. A specific
maps/signage map showing bicycling roules on,

linking inte, and near the byway

Cﬂll](l IJL‘ C['Clltcd Fln.d E}ul}libl]t‘d.

Bicycle route signs will also be

Important.
Promote water Develop a specilic byway map and | Qkanogan County, | M T, VE
routes and brochure listing access sites for local jurisdictions,
Cxperienees boat, kayak, and canoe routes. state lands, BLM,

Mileage of routes, and locarions DINR

of restrooms, picnic areas, water

raute trailheads, parking, camping

Facilities and ocher informarion

should be displayed.
Review and The Corridor Management Plan | Byway organization | () O

update CMP

and Action Plan will need 1o be
updared as projecrs develap and
new project are added. The
Lyyway organization should update
the CMP every two years or as
necessary.

et
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Action Plan (continued)

points along US 97, Tun lanes
arc more of an economical option
than passing lanes. WSDOT
funding for turn lanes is and has
been comperitive based on safery
consideranions, Refer to Section 9
of the CMP for wun lane
recommendarions.

L v P
Name of Action Desc‘rapm?n of Actions 1o be Roles and Lime Type Current
Accomplished and Steps to NP Frame of
Ltem I . Responsibilities , Status
mplemé'ﬂfﬂtlaﬁ Gﬂﬂl Aftlaﬂ

Actions Throughout the Corridor:
Kiosks displaying | Kiasks showing a map of the Byway organization, | [ to M 5 M,
byway map entire byway and destinations OCTC VE

beyond should be installed ac

gateways and at least two central

Jocations along the byway. The

map would display directional

informarion to byway fearures,

visitor information centers, visitor

services, and other activities in che

ared. B
Historic marlers Deevelop large signs/markers Byway organizatiuh, [t M 5, M,
in each byway (similar to current Ckanogan Okanogan County VE
community County Historical Society Historical Soclety,

markess} that describe and OCTC, Olanogan

illustrate historic events associated | County, cities and

with each byway community and | towns

install signs at public locations.

Tielleey signs to byway map. This

project may also involve

replacement of some of the alder

signs.
Special fearure Design, fabricate and install Byway organization, | 1to M {and | §, M,
name signs special feature name signs along QCTC, BLM, e} VE

the corridor. These signs would Olkanogan County

identify various flora along the Historical Sociery,

byway, names of lakes, rivers, Okanogan Couaty,

creeks, wetlands, mountains, and | cides and towns

other natural Features, as well as

historic fearures. Tribal names of

these features and places also

could be feartured. -
Left turn lanes Turn lanes should be located at WSDOT, local L MandF | T

major access and incerseerion jurisdictions

i
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Name of Action Descnptz?n of Actions to be Roles and Time Type Currvent
Accomplished and Steps ro iyt Frame of \
Item . Responsibilities ) Status
Implementation - Goal Action
Actions Throughout the Corridor, Cont’d:
Passing lanes Passing lanes are needed WwWsDOT LMandF | T -
throughout the corridor —
specifically, the need for a passing
lane between Brewster and
Okanogan has been identified.
Refer to Secrion 5 of the CMP for
passing lane recotnmendations,
Use of Intrinsic This tool can provide guidance to | Byway organization, | M PE
Land Assessment the Councy for developmert WsDOT
Tool/ldencify standards within the bywa
Scenie/Historie/C | corridor. This ol will help the
uleteral byway work towards preservation
Preservation needs | and stewardship. This action
includes a specific offort to
identify scenic, historic, and
cultural resources and lands to be
preserved.
Incorporate Incorporarte chis plan inte Byway organization, | 1 PE
Corridor Olkanogan County's Okanogan County
Management Plan | Comprehensive Plan updace as
into County part of the Economic
Comprehensive Development Elemnenct with a
Plan connection to the Land Use
Element. o
Wine route map Encourage and promore wine Wine industry, 1 VE, M
industry objective 1o create a wine | Qkanopan County,
route by identifying wineries on WSHOT
maps and working with WSDO'T
to install signs.
Actions at Specific Locations:
Pateres Visitor Suppaort the visitor center in City of Pateros, I VE City selected 1o |
Clenter and downtown Pateros. Pateres has QCTC receive grant to
Musecurn been selected for a grane o purchase and
acquire the Gallaher House and it move Gallaher
will be moved o the cenrer of House; action
town. This structure will be the item underway
“gareway” to the byway and
provide visitors with information
about the byway as well as provide
historical interpretation.
Continued funding will be needed
to staff che cenrel.
e ot e e - S - o i g e
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Action Plan (continued)
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Name of Action Descrzptzcjm of Actions to be Roles and Time Type Current
o Accomplished and Steps to Responsibilities Frame of Status
Implementation (foal | Action
Actions at Specific Locations, Cont'd:
Enhance existing | This overlook could be expanded | WSDOT, I VE Subcommirtee
overloolk/pull off to include additional interpretive | Okanegan County formed;
at Fort Okanogan | panels and picnic facilities. Historical Society, discissions
private property with property
owners, Colville OWICT
Confederated Tribes | underway
Enhance existing Picnic facilities, 2 restroom, and WSDOT, Colville | 1 VI
pull off south of | walking trails could be developed | Confederated Tribes
Wakefield at this pull off.
New averlook/pull | This pull off would allow people | Riverside, WSDOT | 1 tapply for YE
off souch of to enjoy majestic views of the funding)
Riverside “Mounraing That Lean,”
M (clesign &
development)
New overlooks/ A new roadside pulb off should be | Local jurisdictions, | M VE
pull ofts - one in | Jocated in each community along | WSDOT
cach communicy the byway: Pateros, Brewster,
along the byway Okanogan, Omak, Riverside,
Teonasket, and Oroville. The pull
offs could be locared ar existing
sites along the byway {visitor
centers, parks, erc),
Streerscape Streetscape improvements to City of Oroville, M T,TE
improvements in | eahance the town's identity, calm | WSDOT
Oroville teaflic and improve pedestrian
safery. Could include midblock
crogsing improvements.
Iimprovements ta | Acquire caseiment to provide a Washington Stace M-F 1 VE
Driscoll Island parking area, interpretation, and a | Deparunent of Fish
Wildlife Area pedestrian/access bridge ro and Wildlite,
Driscoll Island.  This will also Okanogan County
allow visitors to access Driscoll .
Island’s fucure crail system.
Streetscape Streerscape improvements City of Tonasker, M T. PE
improvernents in - | enhanee the town’s identity, calm | WSDOT
Tonasket cratlic and improve pedestrian
safery. Could include mid-block
CrOSELE IMProvernents.
A new overlook! | This would include an Tonasker, WSDOT | M VE
pull off south of interpretive panel telling the story
Tonasket near of and directing visitors to
Crumbacher Road | McLaughlin Canyon.
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Name of Action Desorip tu??z of Actions to be Roles and Time Type Current
Accomplished and Steps to iporpe s Frame of
Item , Responsibilities g Status
Implementation Goal Action
Actions at Specific Locations, Cont'd:
Enhance existing | Additional interprecive cxhibies WSDOT, I {apply for VE, T
overlook/pull off | and site improvements could be Olanogan County | finding)
south of installed co accompany the Flistorical Society,
Olkanogan Cariboo Trail historic marker at Colville PI‘A Sd“ig'?&;
[Cariboo Trail) this location. Interpretive panels Confederaced Tribes | © P
could include historic phocos,
illustrations and text related te the
historic uses of the trail. The pull
off could also be upgraded to
include paved parking, native
landscaping, and a comfart
station. Long-term maintenance
of comfort stacions “by others”
would prabably be needed.
WSEDOT does not have resaurces
for his.
Pedestrian A pedestrian underpass is needed | WSDOT, Ciry of Mot T, VE
improvements in to provide a connection ftom East | Qinak, Colville
Omak Omal: to Omak. Confederated Tribes
Improvements to Continued funding and scalfing Colville Tand O VE
the Fart and periodic upgrades to exhibits. | Confederated
Okanogan State Tribes, Historical
Park/Museum Sociery,
Washingron State
Parks
Okanogan The county is embartking on an All communites Q VET
Communicy exciting plan to connect all 13 throwghaour the
Connector Trail communities in Okanogan region, Okanogan
System County. This connector erail County Publie
systen will provide invaluable Worles
crangportation and recreation
opporwunicies throughoue the
entire county. The project will be
eomplered in phases expanding
U]E“i}’ Y(_'ﬂl'.ﬁ.
Okanogan River The Okatogan River Trail is a City of Ckanogan, M VET
Trail portion of trall between Qmak County of
and Okanogan. Okanogan
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“Action Plan

Action Plan (continued)

Name of Action
Trem

Descrzpz.‘z'é-ﬁ ajz'ﬁ&‘iom to be
Accomplished and Steps to

Implementation

Roles and
Respousibilities

Lime
Frame
Goal

Type
of

Action

Curvent
Steagus

Actions at Specific Locations, Cont’d:

Strectseape
improvements and
landscaping in
Brewster

Streetseape enhancements to calm
traffic, strengthen the town'’s
identity and improve pedestrian
safety are recommended. Beccer
signs to direct visitors to the
center are needed, Beter signage
o the Columbia River access
points is also recommended.
Potential screening of induscrial
buildings, storage yards, and
parking lots also could be
included in one or muldple
projects. Potential improvements
to UJS 97 in Brewster also could
il'lCIll[lC tl‘ﬂ[“ﬁc Cﬂllﬂlﬂg, t[{",‘s,
plantings, and wider sidewalls
anel crosswalks. Public art and
ather improvements to reflect the
multi-cultural cornmunicy of
Brewster and the apple industry’s
contribution to the area.
Additional " pedestrian zone” signas
and pedestrian scree ligheing w
improve safery.

Brewster, WSDOT

T, PE

Streetscape
improvements in
PPateros
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Additional trees, landscaping,
sereetscape and eraffic calming
features 1o reduce speeds, enhance
the town's identity and improve
pedestrian safety. Additenal
enhancements at crosswatks of the
main highway help to improve
safety for pedestrians. Additional
“pedestrian zone” signs and
pedestrian sireet lighting to
improve safery, Addicional public
art could also be installed along
the byway. Any proposed
enhancements across ot along US
47 in Pateros should frst be
discussed with WSDOT North
Cenrral Region.

Pateros, WSDOT

T,PE

City applied
and wag
selected for
TI8 grane for
funding of
pedestrian
improvements







Introduction

This section of the plan outlines the next steps for
the byway and byway organizacdion now that the
corridor management plan has been completed. In
addition to implementing the recommendations of
the plan, including the projects and programs listed
in the Action Plan (Section 11), the byway
organization should consider pursuing national
designation for the byway. The byway organizarion
ELISO Should Expand Ellld strengthen, ES[abliSh.j.n.g
broader membership and continue to involve
important stakeholders and the public-at-large in
byway activitics. Most importantly, a core group of
people with support from a variety of resources
needs to come forward and make the commirment
to steer the byway through these next steps. In some
cases, byway groups have been helped along by
other established tourism, economic development,
Or resource man&gement Ol'gﬂ['li?.ﬂ[io“s and agt:n[:ics.
While still community-based and led by local
citizens, these byway groups have benefited from
resources avatlable through the supporting
organizations and agencies. Strong leadership and
organizational structure will be critical to the success
of the byway's furure,

LT R
The Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway possesses all six i
Clanrtesy of iiike MeKee
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National Designation

One of the first steps the byway steering committee
will want to proceed with is the decision about
pursuing national designation through the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA), With help from
their state’s Scenic Byways Coordinator, local
citizens can nominate byways for national
designation by the US Secretary of Transportation
through applications submitted to FHWA. A byway
can be designated as either 2 National Scenic Byway
or an All-Amncrican Road (the “cream of the crop” of
national byways). Careful thought and a significant
amount of effort goes into each nomination.
Narional designation is based on a review and
recognition of the intrinsic qualitics of the byway.
Currently, America’s Byways (the umbrella term
used for marketing National Scenic Byways and All-
American Roads) include a collecrion of 126 distinct
and diverse corridors with exceptional qualiries. Visic
www. byways.org and www.bywavsonlinelqrﬁ/
nominations for more information, including a full
description of the benefits and responsibilities that
come with national designation.

RS S e W et

Corridor Manag-é“r:nent Plan  12-1



There is a lot of support within the Okanogan Trails
Scenic Byway steering commitree and the general
public for pursuing national scenic byway
designation. The potential pros and cons of national
designation are described further below. Taking ali
of these factors into consideration, it is
recommended that the byway be nominated at che
time of the next invitation. The next apportunity for
national designation likely will be coming up in
2007. The Federal Highway Administratien will
first solicit nominations and then proceed to review
applications and make formal designations. The
Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway committee should
begin developing application materials as soon as
possible in 2006 since the nomination process is
fairly comprehensive and time-consuming,

Eligibility for National Designation

As “a destination unto itself,” possessing intrinsic
qualities within all six categories recognized by
FHWA, the Ol(anogan Trails Scenic Byway qu:-l]iﬁes
for nadonal designation, as well as “All-American
Road” stacus. The adjoining Coulee Corridor
recently was designated as a national scenic byway.
Although connectivity with another narional scenic
byway is not a formal requirement for eligibiliry and
does not guarantee national designadon, there is
precedent throughout the country for designating
connected byway systems in recognition of the
benefies they bring through combined resources and
the broader experiences offered for byway wavelers.

The National Scenic Byways Program publishes a
“Designation Readiness Worksheet” (available on
line at www.bywaysonline.org/nominations/
docs.himl). The following criteria are listed in the
worksheer. Based on a review of this worlshect, it
appears that the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway is
ready for the nexr step of preparing an application
for nomination as either a Nattonal Scenic Byway
(NSB) or All-American Road (AAR):

+ Swate Designation

= Vehicles Accommodated

*  Provisions for Bicycles and Pedestrians
= CMP Available for Submirtal

* Conrtinuity (expericnice is us continuous as possible)

3 VAR Pt

122 Okaﬁogan Trails“ScenicmByway
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Courtesy of Mike Mefee

+ Intrinsic qualities — highlighting one catepory for
NSB or two for AAR. Intrinsic qualities for the
specific byway must:

- Be clearly identified, inventoried, documented
and mapped

- Have regiona] signiﬁcanaa

- Be distinctive from those of orher byways in the
region so as to add value to the existing collection
of Americas Byways

- Be easy for travelers to identify in terms of value
and integrity

- Have a relationship to the stories of the byway

- Be supported by strategies and interpretive
informartion in order to reinforce America’s
Byways tagline: “COME CLOSER . . . We Have
Scories to Tell,”

Additional Requirements for All-American Road
starus:

* Intinsic qualities must have national significance
and represent the best in the nation; they include
one-of-a-kind features that do nor exist clsewhere.




The Omak Stampede and Suicide Race would be an
example of a cultural intrinsic quality that fits this
qualification. The byway's “Late Fronter” history
also fits this requirement.

= The byway must be a destination unto itself.
+  The byway can accommodarte tour buses.

* There is demonstration that outdoor advertising
controls are being enforeed and chat there is a
commirment to implement the byway's corridor
m;ln;lgemenl‘. p]an.

¢  There are facilitics and services available for rravelers.

* There is a dlear plan for promoting, interpreting,
and matketing the byway.

* There are straregies in place for accommaodaring
increased tourism.

»  Multi-lingual needs are addressed in the corridor
management plan and information about the byway
is available for visitors whose primary language is
other than English.

Pros of National Designation

* The FHWA National Scenic Byways Program grants
are competitive and nationally designated byways
are weighted higher in the application process.

= Nationally desiglmted byways receive fres marketing
and promotion on the National Scenic Byways

Program website (www.hyways.org) and national

]TlﬂP.

*  Tncreased tourism would be expected with national
recognition.

*  Eeonomic benefits would occur through increased
tourism.

* [lncreased recognition and public awareness through
national designation would result in greater
opportunities to preserve and enhance the byway,
including more support for resource protection.

* Nanonal Scenic Byways can apply for $25,000
annual “seed” grants for ongoing byway planning,
management, and progranis.

Cons of National Designation
*  While increased courism is a pro for some, it can

also be a negative for others. Some people may be

concerned that increased visitation will impact the
qualicy of life for local residents and increase trafhic
along US 97. (However, an imporrant objective of
this plan is to provide tools and recommendations
so that increased tourism can be more easily
managed.)

* Increased tourism could result in overuse of and
impacts to the byway’s intrinsic qualities and
resources if they are not sufliciently protected and
managed.

Nominating the byway for national designation
would provide many positive benefits for the
comraunitics and che reglon surrounding the
Olkanogan Trails Scenic Byway., Ongoing public
involvement and parwmerships will be important as
part of the decision-making and support process for
national designation.

Nagioue] derigniation would increase rorrison and bring qwareness to the
bytoays preservation and enbancement necds,

Expanding and
Strengthening the Byway
Organization

Completing the corridor management plan for the
Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway is only the
beginning. Ongoing management and coordination
efforts associated with the corridor will require
strong commioment by local community
representatives. In order for the goals associated with
the byway and the recommendarions in ¢his plan
be fully achieved, a well-organized and enthusiastic
group of people will need to continue to work
together to coordinate and manage ongoing byway

T £ ey
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activities and implement this plan. Corridor
“champions” will need to persist in bringing their
energy and enthusiasm toward implementadion of
this plan, just as they have towards its creadon.

FHWA recognizes that those most “in touch” with
the existing conditions and needs of a scenic byway
are the local communities surrounding it. As such,
FHWA strongly encourages management of scenic
byways by “grass roots” citizen-based organizations.
Along with citizen-based management efforcs,
FHWA recommends building local support through
active community involvement at every stage of the
corridor planning and management process.

The Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway alrcady has an
excellent start with che assistance of a group of
strongly committed supporters and partners. The
resources and the depth of experience of state,
regional, and local agencies has helped to set the
byway on a successful course. Fostering of specific
byway partnerships has already occurred through
the development of this plan. The ability w
suceessfully build on and strengthen these
parmerships will be critical in determining che
future direction of the byway. Sce Section 10 —
Marketing and Promoting the Byway, for the list of
byway partners and agencies that should be involved
and stay invalved in the byway organization.

It is anticipated that the core group (existing byway
steering commitree) involved in ongoing corridor
planning and management will grow and evolve over
time. From the outset, it is impottant thae the core
group continue to include a diverse representation
from the entire corridor.

The primary objective of the byway organization
will be to guide the work of planning and
implementing the enhancements and interpretation
along the corridor. The byway organization should
also sponsor special programs and events to promote
the corridor. Members of the byway organization
should consider the types of skills and intereses most
needed in the organization as it grows and evolves,
Here is a suggested process for expanding the core
group:

* TIdentify skills and interests needed (i.c., newslerter
writing/editing, web design, speaking, marke.ting,
stewardship, etc.).

PR s P et
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*  Ideniify key community people who have the skills
and who have demenstrated interest in community

affairs.

* Develop funding commitments to provide
supporting resources to help the byway
organization.

* Talk to those intetested in person and discuss the
corridor, including the visions, goals, future
P['OSPCC[S, .'—lnd [he il'l'lpC)l'tﬂﬂCﬁ Df Colnﬂlunity
involvernent.

* Try and reach a broader audience for participation.
Often, those interested are involved n other
organizations and can only dedicate a small amount
of time.

o [f the group is still too small, go direcrly o
community organizations and solicic participation
and leadership as needed.

The existing byway stecring committee could also
become a sub-organization of an existing larger
arganization. For example, che steering commirttee
could become the Olanogan 'Trails Scenic Byway
committee under the umbrella of the Okanogan
County Tourism Council.

Below is a summary of the steps involved in
expanding the organization and consolidating
effores:

* Continue to include interests and organizations
from entire byway - from Pareros to the Canadian

bD l'd.ﬁl'.

* lovolve regional and international interests when
appropriate, this could include tepresentatives from
VIA 97, Destination Osoyoos, and the Coulee
Corridor.

* Select the byway board or other leadership enticy
and set a regular meeting schedule (may be morte
frequent during the initial stage — monthly
mectings through the byway nomination process are
recommended). Lt may be beneficial to establish
structure, incuding elecrion of a chair, consistent
meeting agendas, meeting minuces, ew.

* Determine the appropriate subcommitrees for the
organization (see suggestions later in this section),




*» Reach a consensus about next steps — What should

the byway organization focus on first?

Confirming the ldentity of
the Byway Organization

The byway already has an identity: the Olanogan
Trails Scenic Byway. This name should continue
throughout future planning and projece
implemenravon, helping to reinforce the “brand
identiey” of the byway. The byway organization
could build on this brand identity by using the
name of the byway in the name of the organization,
such as “Friends of the Okanogan Trails Scenic
Byway” the “Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway
Organization,” the “Olkanogan Trails Partnership,”
or Othef Iames.

The identity of the byway should be promoted and
reinforced at the local, regional, srare, and national
levels, Activities thar will reinforce the corridor
include the Fo]lowing:

*  Finalizing and proceeding o use the byway logo

* Diseributing a posecr or flyer with the name and
logo

* Developing and distributing a map and brochure
with the name and logo

* Sending out a quartetly or monthly newsletter with
the name and logo

* Writing articles for the local Newspapers

* Creating letterhead thar includes the name and logo
on stationary used for official purposes (such as

leteers for grants applications or special programs)

* Working with WSDOT and local communities to
install scenic byway [ogo signs and gateway $igns
and improvements

Broadening Interest -
Bringing in More
Stakeholders

It is important o know whe the stakeholders are
along the byway and to involve them in corridor
planning and implementation activities as much as
passible. Who has not heen involved to dare bur
should be? There may be some valuable and
important partners out there ready and walting to
help. Major stakeholders that should continue o be
involved in the activities of the Okanogan Trails
Scenic Byway include the following:

» Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation
*  Washington State Deparrment of Transportation

*  Other supporting local, seate, and federal agencies
and interests responsible for management acuivitics
for lands along the byway

* Local tourism organizations, chambers of commerce,
\-"iSitOIS I.')UI'EL'LL[S, :an‘t Ot]'l.E]' Cm‘nmunity Qrganim,rions
dedicated to promoting business, quality of
community life, or tourism, such as che Olanogan
County Tourism Council

*  local business people, especially dose whose
businesses would be affected by increased tourismy;
businesses should be key stakeholders in the byway
organizarion

* Organizations dedicated to speciﬁc intrinsic
qualities of the corridor (such as historical societies,
local museums, outdoor recrearional organizations,
local or regional festival organizers, garden clubs,
and Scouting ngLlpS)

These stakeholders will play an important role in the
partnership. These groups can become valuable,
integral parcners in the byway's furture. Involve them
in the process by:

*  Asking about their interests and concerns

* Asking the question: What can the Okanogan Trails
Scenic Byway do for you?

LA R,
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* Responding w their questions, fears, dreams, and
anxieties without judging or taking sides

¢ Learning abour the byway from them

*+ Listening to their ideas and integrating them into
the plan

* Clearly understanding what is desired from them
and what the best role is for thetn

* Looking for common gmund berween their
concerns and the concerns of others

* Showing them how same of their needs can be met
thmugh the enhancement of the corridor

* Showing them ways they can be involved and how
their involvement will benefit them

* TInviting them to join the corridor project and work
together to achieve commonly desired goals

Potential Subcommittees/
Focus Groups

The working subcommictees of the byway
organizaton or partnership will play important
roles. These subcommittees will be the “engines”
behind the overall byway organization, making
things happen on a daily basis.  Subcommiteees
should be structured so that individuals are assigned
appropriate responsibilities that match cheir special
skills and interests. For example, someone with
word processing and desktop publishing skills would
be an ideal member of a2 “communications” or
“newsletter” subcommittee, Subcommittees should
meet independently from and possibly more often
than the core leadership board and the overall
cotridor otganization, depending on their
assignments.

Here are some of the potential subcommittees that
may form out of the overall “umbrella” byway
organization:

= Communications/Media Relations (responsible for
newsleteers, meeting invitations, flyers, press
teleases, ete)) This is 2 very important
subcommiteee!

= Grant Whriting/Funding Research/Fundraising
* Marketing and Promotions

* Project Implementation

SR AN e ol g
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» Signing and Wayfinding
*  Maintenance and Operations
= Government/Political Liaison

* Business and Industry Liaison (This group would
meet regularly with important industry
ECpresentatives - including agricultural interests, and
other importane stakeholders.)

» Membership
* Community Involvernent

There may also be a need w have subcommirtees
from various regions of the byway. It is
recommended that the byway organization work as
one entity, but it may be necessary 1o create
subcommittees based on geographic location and
project interests.  Far instance, 1t may be difficult for
someorne in Pateros to coordinate on a monthly basis
with somcone from Oroville. In reality, a project,
such as streetscape improvements, could be
completed by forming a subcommittee in Pareros or
in the southern byway region.

The Contact List

[t s important to put somceone in charge of the
byway contact/mailing list. An inidal list has been
developed as an outcome of the corrider
management planning process and should condnue

AR T %




1o be updated and expanded on a regular basis. The
person assigned to maintain the byway contact list
should be skilled with dara base management so thac
he or she can maintain and update the list and
produce mailing labels. This will be one of the most
impertant tools to be maintained in order to keep
people involved in ongoing planning and
management. Creating a byway listserve or “group”
e-mail is an imporcanc task as well. The ¢-mail list
can reach a broader audience withour the cost
associated with mailing. As peaple are identified by
the core group, place them on a mailing list. Ac
minimum, obtain their name, address/phnne/e—mni],
and ofganization or agency.

Te maintain the e-mail/mailing list, keep up with
changes in the leaders of community organizations
so that mailings are received by the current leaders.
Remove people who move or who indicate that they
are not interested.

Keep all established community organizations,
partners, and swakeholders on the c-mail/mailing lise.
Gietting announcements, newsletrers, and meeting
NOTICES OUL O COMMUNITY Organizations is an easy
way to keep interested people aware of the
partnership activities and progress. An organization
may want to contribure to the corridor or to 2
special project or program they have read abour by
denating funds or providing in-kind scrvices.

Building aVolunteer
Support Base

To successﬁ.ll[y build a volunteer support base for
the bywny:

*  Repister volunteers and record their tme (volunteer
time is often an eligible in-kind matching source for
grants).

+ Idenufy their interests, skills, and availabilicy.
* Thoughifully macch project needs and volunteers.
*  Make the work sessions enjoyable.

* Build “esprit de corps” by making the worlc parties
fun; plan food and music by local people; plan time
for socializing and maling friendships.

Productive projects, where one can see the physical
results when one is finished, such as building trails,

planting trees, landscaping, and other activities, arc
typically very rewarding and can |1elp Luild a STrong,
active volunteer organization,

Ongoing Activities/
Measuring Success

There are various ongoing activities on which the
expanded byway organization should focus on a
continual basis:

* Focus on incremental implemencation of the Action
Plan. Scek funding for and implement projects in
accordance with how they've been prioritized.
Choose a few select projects to stare with and as each
project is completed, celebrate your success!

Coordinate with appropriate agencics to pursue
funding for projects and o manage planning,
design, and implementacion of chese projects.

+ Coordinate with agencics and jurisdictions to adopt
the recommended strategies and projects from the
Corridor Management Plan.  Strategies and projects
can be adopted into local comprehensive plans and
comununity plans of the local jurisdictions and
communities along the byway, as well as Okanogan
County, and into the Sratewide Transportation Plan,
45 appropiiate.

*  Provide continual outreach and regular
communications of progress in meeting byway goals
and cmnplcting action itenis through newslerters,
possibly a website, newspaper articles (press
releases), or other means.

Sponsor and support activities and projects that
reinforce the goals for the byway, such as
stewardship programs, community clean-up events,
and volunteer tree-plantings.

= Remember to look for fun and interesting ways to
keep members of the organization enthused and
active. Ity to avold adding too much complexity
and formality to operations. This might discourage
people from gerting involved and saaying involved.

+ The Corridor Management Plan and Acdon Plan
should be “living documents” — updated, modified,
and expanded periodically as planning effores
PngfESS and the COI'I‘iC[OI' EXpallC{S.

T AT I L SN L S 1 L I

Corridor Management Plan



*  As part of the regular process of updating the
corridor managemene plan, the byway organization
should measure the success of its efforrs.  Are the
poals and objectives for the byway being achicved?
Is project implementation on track? 1s the
organization thriving znd continuing to be effective
in managing the byway?

Potential Funding
Opportunities

The byway is eligible for various types of grants and
government funding. One of the responsibilities of
the byway organization and leadership board will be
to continue to investigare possible funding sources
and to pursue funding for byway projects and
programs on an ongoing basis. Here are some ideas
related o various funding sources and opportunities
for which the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway
programs and projects may be eligible:

= Tederal Highway Administration Scenic Byway
(Grants

* Transportation Enhancement Grancs

* Public Lands Highway Grants

* Other federal grant programs

»  Stage granc and capital funding programs

* Regional and local governmencal and nenprofit
organtzation funding opporrunities

* Public/private partnerships

* Private foundations and corporate giving programs
{do some internet searching — chere are lots of
programs out there that contribute to the
administration, programs, and projects of nonprofi
organizations)

* Private donations and development projects

» Community fund-raising — community clubs/
organizations (i.e. Optimists, Flks, Rotary Clubs,
ctc.)

* Volunteers and in-kind resources
For more detailed informaden about funding

opportunities, refer to the Appendix for a list of
public and private Funding sources,

rim
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The Importance of Ongoing
Public Participation

The Need for Broader Input

Ongoing public participation is cssential to the
success of future byway planning and projece
implementation. The byway organization will
represent the views of local communirics and
interests, but at key decision-making points and
important milestones in the future there also will
be a need for broader community input and
involvermnent. Citzens and special interest groups
throughout the byway can provide valuable
informatien and inpur. They are the local experts —
they can describe in detail the existing conditions,
problems, and potential solutions that are best
suited to their specific situations.

Tools for a Successful Public Involvement
Program

Thete are several successful tools to inform and
invalve the public. It is recommended that the
public involvement wols and corresponding
schedules be used wich long-term planning and
management of the byway.

Recommendarions abour how and when to use
these public involvement tools are guidelines only.
The ongoing program for the Okanogan Trails
Scenic Byway should be tailored to fic the
preferences and needs of the byway organization
and communities.

Depending on events taking place within the
byway at various times, it may be necessary to
adjust meeting schedules and/or press release
publishing dates. If there is a period of heavy
activity it may be a good idea to hold meetings
more frequently or to look for other ways to engage
the interest of the communities. Table 12.1
describes various public involvement tools for a
byway organization.

Advantages of PublicWorkshops and
Charettes

It may be necessary to help certain community
groups see the points of view of other community
groups ar stakeholders. One of the best methods to
accomplish this is bringing all interested groups
together for planning and design charettes

o B 8 e L




Table 12,1 - Public Invetvement Took

Public Involvement Toel |Purpose Most Often Used For Suggested Time
Interval
Newsletters To provide information on a regular basis to corridor organization  [Monthly or
and others who are interested in corridor activities. Quarterly
Press Releases To announce upcoming events, recent accomplishments, and engage [ As Needed

public interest,

News/Radio Same as press releases. Same as Press

AILL]OLI]lCG]nEﬂtS RE]EQ.SE,S

Corridor Board Meeungs  [Hold meetings regularly to conduct corridor business activities, direct| Monthly or Bi-
planning and management efforts, and appoint committees. Weekly as Needed

Corndor Organization Hold regular meetings to inform and involve the entire organization, {Quarterly or Semi-

Meetings vole on important actions, solicit support, and gain input. Annually {1 1alf-

Yearly)

Qutreach Meetings (zo to [ To discuss special topics, resolve issues that are specific to the group,|As Needed

them!) with Special Interest |town, or area,

Groups, Local Elected

Officials, and others

Traveling Displays To illustrate ideas; set up in public places; gets the word out. AtKey

Points/For Events

Open 1 louses To provide informal opportunities for input. As Needed

Worshops To engage the community in decision-malking efforts and hands-on  |As Needed
approaches to problem solving.

Ceremonies, Celebrations,  [Special events build community consensus and pride and also Often!

Special Events provide an opportunity to celebrare success and take a break before
moving on to the next milesione.

Websites Electronic posting to announce Upeoniing meetings, recent As Needed
accomplishments, provide information to those interested in cormidor
activities, and receive nput via e-mail.

Tallang to People Talking to people 1n person is by far the most effective method for  [As Much As
bringing them into the organization. Talk to them on the phone, Possible

meet them for coffee or lunch. Share your vision and enthusiasm
abour the opportunities and possibilities for the comdor. Let them
know that their support s needed, and that they can male a
difference by helping to preserve the region's heritage for present
and future generations. Assure them that the corridor's vision will
not take away private property fights, a common concern related to

scenic corrdors,
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workshops to discuss issues and work together on
resolutions. In a “forum setting” people are able o
better understand the concerns and perspectives of
others. Tt is still important 1o understand and
address the specific needs of each person or group,
and it may be necessary to hold separare meetings
with special interests, but the workshop setting is
best tor broad community participation.

It may be necessary to hold various public meetings
along the Okanogan Trails Scenic Byway, given that
people live in different communitdies. Workshop
announcements should be placed in local and
tegional newspapers, and workshops should be held
at convenient and accessible locations within the
communiry. Inviting cthe general public co
participace through workshops will help ensute that
community members and scakeholders are not left
out of the process.

Reaching Qut to the Community

People lead busy lives, and it is often difficult to
attend public meetings and workshops because
family and personal schedules take priority.  Often,
public meetings and workshops are not well
attended if the issues being discussed are not
controversial. Time is a precious commodity and,
with thac in mind, sometimes it may be neccessary to
reach out to the public in other ways besides
meetings. Websites and e-mail lists are a good way

to keep people informed and to encourage dialogue
through e-mail correspondence.

A successful way to foster participation is to attend
meetings that are already set-up through local
chambers, tourism groups, environmental
organizations, etc. This method could be successful
because information can be obtained through
meetings that are already attended by a group of
dc‘«"otcd Voluntcﬁfs or con‘lmunity represenmtives,
rather than adding another meeting to their busy
schedules.

Presentations to elected officials and commissions
can also provide opportunicies for input and
invalvement in byway activities, as well as building
awareness and gathering support for needed
improvements. Work sessions with senior citizens
and school groups provide another opportunity for
comtnunity outreach and obtaining insightful inpuc.
Byway projects could be incorporated into school
projects for students, or preservadon projects could
be a part of high school curticulum or after school
activities,

There are many resources in the community

including volunteers, in-kind SuUppOIt, gif‘rs of
materials, printing costs, etc. that can be “tapped
nto” as part of a strong program of community
involvement and outreach.

Reaching out ro all the byway conrmunities is Inportant.

Canrtesy of the Qbanogan County Historical Soctery
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