
Page 105

I-032-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

The Preferred Alternative would reduce the ferry queue along SR 525
during peak travel times because it increases the holding area. Queues
would also be shortened by optimizing transaction time at toll booths and
when all four toll booths are open.
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I-033-001

Thank you for your comments about the project alternatives. The
Mukilteo Multimodal Project does not include modification or
replacement of SR 525 bridge or roadway. Rather the focus of the
project is to improve operations and safety at the ferry terminal, which is
an independent issue.

 

I-033-002

The purpose of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project is to improve the safety
and reliability of operations and facilities serving the mainland terminus
of the Mukilteo-Clinton ferry route. Re-routing SR 525 and creating a
new roadway in Japanese Gulch is outside the scope of the Mukilteo
Multimodal Project. As stated in Chapter 1, Purpose and Need, most
future growth is to be met through improved multimodal system
functions, rather than increasing vehicle use alone. Appendix E,
Alternatives No Longer Considered, in the Final EIS documents the
alternatives considered but not studied further and describes the
screening evaluation measures and results for the project. Additionally,
the Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives History

Through 2009 (published by WSDOT in June 2010 and available on the
project's website: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/Ferries/
mukilteoterminal/multimodal/library.htm) documents the project's
development of concepts and alternatives, and how access through
Japanese Gulch was considered.

Sound Transit is the agency responsible for Sounder service and
determining the train schedules, which are developed in coordination
with BNSF.
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I-034-001

Thank you for your comments. The purpose of this project is to improve
the safety and reliability of operations and facilities serving the mainland
terminus of the Mukilteo-Clinton ferry route. Re-routing SR 525 and
creating a new roadway in Japanese Gulch are outside the scope of the
Mukilteo Multimodal Project because it is inconsistent with the project's
purpose and need, which itself is based on both local and regional land
use and transportation plans. As stated in Chapter 1, Purpose and Need,
most future growth is to be met through improved multimodal system
functions, rather than increasing vehicle use alone. The Mukilteo

Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives History Through 2009

(published by WSDOT in June 2010 and available on the project's
website: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/Ferries/mukilteoterminal/
multimodal/library.htm) documents the project's development of concepts
and the alternatives, and how access through Japanese Gulch was
considered.

 

Mukilteo Multimodal Project
Final EIS Appendix K - Draft EIS Comments and Responses June 2013



Page 108

I-035-001

Thank you for identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

The Preferred Alternative would provide a continuous walkway along the
shoreline from the First Street extension to the transit center, and
provide a walkway connecting to Mukilteo Station. The Preferred
Alternative's design could also accommodate a second slip should
WSDOT decide to build one in the future; however, it is not part of the
current project.

 

I-035-002

Neither of the Elliot Point alternatives would allow for a 3-boat service
since their current designs have only one completed slip. However,
these alternatives could accommodate a second slip should WSDOT
decide to build one in the future.
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I-036-001

Thank you for identifying your preference for the Elliot Point alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The public boat launch is outside of the scope of this project and
would not be affected by the Preferred Alternative.
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I-037-001

Thank you for identifying your opposition to Existing Site Improvements,
and your preference for the Elliot Point 2 Alternative or the "furthest east"
option, which is the Elliot Point 1 Alternative. WSDOT appreciates the
information about the Mongrain building and tenants. Please refer to
section 4.2, Land Use, in the Final EIS for updated information for the
properties and businesses affected by the project. All of the alternatives
would displace the uses in the Mongrain Building. WSDOT will work with
the affected parties to provide compensation and relocation assistance in
compliance with applicable regulations. Section 4.2.7 of the Final EIS
discusses mitigation measures and the requirements of the Federal
Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies
Act (42 USC 4601) and Washington State Real Property Acquisition
Policy Act (RCW 8.26).

 

I-037-002

Both the Elliot Point alternatives would help reduce the queuing along
SR 525 since the terminal would be located on the Tank Farm property,
allowing for more vehicle holding space off of SR 525 during the peak
periods.

 

I-037-003

As stated in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS, the purpose and need is focused
on improving safety, reliability, and multimodal connections. Consistent
with the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), the
alternatives are designed to minimize the need for additional driving to
the terminal and an increased supply of overnight parking is not needed
to achieve the purpose and need. Therefore, the build alternatives do not
propose additional parking supply for overnight or long-term use. The
Final EIS does note that the City of Mukilteo is investigating options for
increasing parking supply for a variety of uses and this could make
access more convenient for some travelers.
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The design refinements for the Preferred Alternative avoid impacts to
Mukilteo Station's existing parking and relocate the proposed ferry
employee parking to the transit center. Chapter 2 of the Final EIS further
describes the Preferred Alternative's design refinements. 

 

I-037-004

Thank you for your comments.
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I-038-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The purpose of this project is to provide safe, reliable, and
efficient service and connections at the Mukilteo Terminal between
Island County and the Seattle/Everett metropolitan area; please see
section 1.4.1, Project Purpose, in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS.

WSDOT's cost estimates reflect the agency's current best practices for
predicting costs based on real-world factors and relative risk, complexity,
timing, and scope of each alternative.

The Draft and Final EISs reviewed air quality, noise, and other factors
related to the alternatives. The Preferred Alternative includes a
promenade, landscaping, and other features to expand public waterfront
areas and allow the exiting terminal area to be redeveloped for other
uses, consistent with adopted city plans.
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I-039-001

The 73 percent increase on the Mukilteo-Clinton route is for 2030 (this
represents growth from 2006 to 2030) and can be found in the WSDOT
Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan.

 

I-039-002

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and for
stating your preferences. WSDOT has identified a modified version of
the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision
was based on several factors including comments from members of the
public, agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the
project’s purpose and need while providing the best balance of
environmental benefits compared to effects.
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I-040-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

I-040-002

Alternatives that would move the terminal to locations outside Mukilteo
were previously considered and screened out because they would not
improve transportation conditions and would not meet the purpose and
need. Please see the Final EIS Appendix E, Alternatives No Longer
Considered, for more information about how the alternatives analyzed in
the Draft EIS were developed. Additionally, the Mukilteo Multimodal

Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives History Through 2009 (published by
WSDOT in June 2010 and available on the project's website:
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/Ferries/mukilteoterminal/
multimodal/library.htm) documents the project's development of concepts
and alternatives.
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I-041-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and your
preference. WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2
Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on
several factors including comments from members of the public,
agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s
purpose and need while providing the best balance of environmental
benefits compared to effects.
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I-042-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives. The
purpose of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project is to provide safe, reliable
and efficient service and connections for those traveling between Island
County and the Seattle-Everett metropolitan area and beyond. For these
reasons, improvements are focused on the terminal building, ferry
operations and intermodal connections. 

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The Preferred Alternative does include a continuous walkway
along the shoreline.
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I-043-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives including
your preference and key observations. WSDOT has identified a modified
version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This
decision was based on several factors including comments from
members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability
to meet the project’s purpose and need while providing the best balance
of environmental benefits compared to effects.

 

I-043-002

As stated in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS, the purpose and need is focused
on improving safety, reliability, and multimodal connections. Consistent
with the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), the
alternatives are designed to minimize the need for additional driving to
the terminal and an increased supply of overnight parking is not needed
to achieve the purpose and need. Therefore, the build alternatives do not
propose additional parking supply for overnight or long-term use. The
Final EIS does note that the City of Mukilteo is investigating options for
increasing parking supply for a variety of uses and this could make
access more convenient for some travelers.
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I-044-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-045-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-046-001

The No-Build Alternative would include just minor improvements to the
existing ferry terminal; the Mukilteo Tank Farm would not be used at all.

 

Mukilteo Multimodal Project
Final EIS Appendix K - Draft EIS Comments and Responses June 2013



Page 121

I-047-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has identified the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. Please see the Final EIS for updated information on the
alternatives and their environmental effects.

The Preferred Alternative includes many of the elements you
recommend, but the decision to implement a reservation system is a
separate operational issue. WSDOT is evaluating candidates for the
reservation system on routes throughout the ferry system to determine
where reservations would be most effective.

 

I-047-002

The Final EIS discusses the displacement of businesses, and parking
currently used by business, in section 4.2, Land Use. Each alternative is
evaluated in terms of the extent to which it accommodates the City of
Mukilteo goals for a mix of commercial and residential uses in the
downtown and waterfront sub-areas. The City of Mukilteo zoning
requirements for parking would be met by the ferry terminal and any
future development that may occur in the vicinity.

 

I-047-003

Section 4.6 of the Final EIS presents the cultural resources in the study
area and potential effects to them. This section also describes the
coordination efforts with tribes and other parties with the responsibility to
protect cultural resources. The Section 106 Memorandum of Agreement
is included as Appendix J to the Final EIS.
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I-048-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

As stated in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS, the purpose and need is focused
on improving safety, reliability, and multimodal connections. Consistent
with the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), the
alternatives are designed to minimize the need for additional driving to
the terminal and an increased supply of overnight parking is not needed
to achieve the purpose and need. Therefore, the build alternatives do not
propose additional parking supply for overnight or long-term use. The
Final EIS does note that the City of Mukilteo is investigating options for
increasing parking supply for a variety of uses and this could make
access more convenient for some travelers.
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I-049-001

To develop travel forecasts for a roadway and ferry network, two
demand models were used:

The Ferries Division Long-Range Plan 2009-2030 model was used
to determine ferry ridership and distribution of ferry passengers.

1.

The Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) 2040 Regional model
was used to determine traffic forecasts for the state and regional
roadway network.

2.

The Mukilteo Multimodal Project would not create growth; its operations
are not expanding (see section 3.3.1 of the Final EIS) and the increase
in ridership is what is expected regardless of whether a new terminal is
built or not.

The Final EIS discusses future planned projects in the area and the
potential impacts of those projects when combined with the Mukilteo
Multimodal Project for each resource discussed in the document. You
can find these discussions within the "Cumulative Effects" subsections in
Chapter 3 and Chapter 4.

 

I-049-002

WSDOT would monitor and maintain the signals at the First Street
Extension and 5th Avenue intersections with SR 525 to optimize traffic
flow. As described in section 3.3.1 of the Final EIS (see Figure 3-6), the
queue lengths from the toll booths would be reduced with the Preferred
Alternative (a modified version of Elliot Point 2) and Elliot Point 1
Alternative, compared to the 2040 No-Build Alternative. Because these
two alternatives propose to relocate the existing ferry terminal to the
east, the queue lengths on SR 525 are anticipated to be shorter
compared to today. The queue length on SR 525 would increase slightly
with the Existing Site Improvements Alternative.
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Among the refinements made to the Preferred Alternative, which are
described in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS, the holding area was expanded
to have the capacity of up to 266 vehicles. This also helps to reduce the
queues from extending onto SR 525.
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I-050-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
Currently, changes in ferry schedule for the Mukilteo-Clinton route are
not proposed.

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce impacts,
or improve other benefits. Reliability improvements are designed to
reduce waits because late boats increase wait time and lines. Multimodal
connections also reduce wait time because fewer people would need to
drive on in order to make the trip. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS
for information about the design refinements.
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I-051-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 1. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce impacts,
or improve other benefits. Reliability improvements are designed to
reduce waits because late boats increase wait time and lines. Multimodal
connections also reduce wait time because fewer people would need to
drive on in order to make the trip. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS
for information about the design refinements.

 

I-051-002

Comment acknowledged. Washington State Ferries is a division within
the Washington State Department of Transportation.

 

I-051-003

The Preferred Alternative's design can accommodate a second slip
should WSDOT decide to build one in the future, although the second
slip is not part of the proposed action. Chapter 3 of the Final EIS
provides a discussion of the direction provided to the project by the
WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), and notes the
policy guidance provided by the long range plan to determine when a
second boat would be added due to excessive waits and lower
transportation service levels. However, the number of ferry runs is an
independent decision from the terminal improvements, which are
focused on improved multimodal connections and improved safety and
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security, rather than vehicle capacity expansion. For these reasons, the
Mukilteo Multimodal Project does not assume an increase in the ferry
schedule for the Mukilteo-Clinton route, which would be made at the
point that WSDOT proposed constructing the second ferry slip.
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I-052-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-053-001

The purpose of this project is to provide safe, reliable, and efficient
service and connections at the Mukilteo Terminal between Island County
and the Seattle/Everett metropolitan area; please see section 1.4.1,
Project Purpose, in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS.

The project will provide enhanced stormwater treatment to treat runoff
from pollutant-generating impervious surfaces in the project area.
Stormwater treatment facilities are being designed to avoid untreated
runoff from flowing directly into Possession Sound. Please see section
4.11 of the Final EIS for additional information about water resources
with the Preferred Alternative.

 

I-053-002

Thank you for your comment regarding flooding and potential wave
scour in the vicinity of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project. As discussed in
section 4.11, Water Resources, of the Final EIS, WSDOT has
considered these issues in the environmental impact analysis. Section
4.11 also describes WSDOT's detailed engineering study of tides,
waves, and currents. A modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
has been identified as the Preferred Alternative because, among other
reasons, it is largely outside the FEMA 100-year floodplain. With any of
the alternatives, fill composition, foundation structures, and drainage
system designs would be selected to minimize the risk of impacts.

 

I-053-003

Your comment about not wanting a parking lot on the waterfront is noted.
The ferry holding area is not for long-term parking and it requires a
location adjacent to the ferry dock. The Preferred Alternative also
minimizes other parking areas, and it opens areas elsewhere along the
waterfront that are currently used for loading. Transportation effects,
such as queuing and parking, for the Preferred Alternative are discussed
in Chapter 3 of the Final EIS.
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The total budget for the Mukilteo Multimodal Project is $90.1 million,
including a mix of state and federal funds. To date, WSDOT has secured
$29 million in federal grants and current federal funding that allows
WSDOT to complete the Final EIS. Because of its multimodal emphasis,
WSDOT believes the project is competitive for securing additional
federal funding once the EIS process is complete, but legislative action
would also be needed before the project could be fully implemented.
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I-054-001

The proposed build alternatives would improve multimodal connections
and facilities at the Mukilteo Ferry Terminal to encourage greater walk-
on ridership. Sound Transit and the City of Mukilteo have discussed the
possibility of developing a joint-use parking garage that would provide an
accessible location for day and overnight parking.
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I-055-001

Thank you for this compliment.

 

I-055-002

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The Preferred Alternative design is described in Chapter 2 of the
Final EIS.

Many concepts and locations for the ferry terminal were considered
during the development of alternatives as described in the Final EIS and
the Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives History
Through 2009 (published by WSDOT in June 2010 and available on the
project's website: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/Ferries/
mukilteoterminal/multimodal/library.htm). The No-Build and Existing Site
Improvements alternatives are the option considered in the Final EIS that
are west of the Preferred Alternative's location. The Preferred Alternative
is located on the west end of the Mukilteo Tank Farm property. If the
alternatives were to be moved further west, it could impact other private
properties including Ivar's, the Silver Cloud Inn, and the NOAA Mukilteo
Research Station.
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I-056-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The Preferred Alternative design is described in Chapter 2 of the
Final EIS.

 

I-056-002

As stated in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS, the purpose and need is focused
on improving safety, reliability, and multimodal connections. Consistent
with the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), the
alternatives are designed to minimize the need for additional driving to
the terminal and an increased supply of overnight parking is not needed
to achieve the purpose and need. Therefore, the build alternatives do not
propose additional parking supply for overnight or long-term use. The
Final EIS does note that the City of Mukilteo is investigating options for
increasing parking supply for a variety of uses and this could make
access more convenient for some travelers.

The design refinements for the Preferred Alternative avoid impacts to
Mukilteo Station's existing parking and relocate the proposed ferry
employee parking to the transit center. Chapter 2 of the Final EIS further
describes the Preferred Alternative's design refinements.
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I-057-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for the Elliot Point alternatives. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The Preferred Alternative's design is described in Chapter 2 of
the Final EIS.

 

I-057-002

The potential disturbance of archaeological resources for each
alternative is discussed in the Draft and Final EISs, as well as the
Cultural Resources Discipline Report. WSDOT and FTA consider
potential effects to cultural resources seriously and are developing
measures to resolve adverse effects. WSDOT has been conducting a
collaborative planning and cultural design process with the Native
American tribes.

 

I-057-003

The Preferred Alternative provides improvements such as wide
sidewalks, bike lanes, and accessible sidewalks to improve the safety
and comfort for all users.
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I-058-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2 Alternative. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The Preferred Alternative's design is described in Chapter 2 of
the Final EIS. The updated pedestrian connections and estimated
walking distances are discussed in section 3.3.3 of the Final EIS. For the
Preferred Alternative, the walking distance is about 745 feet between
Mukilteo Station and the ferry passenger building, and about 225 feet
from the passenger building to the Transit Center.
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I-059-001

Thank you for your comments.

 

I-059-002

Comment noted. However, ticket pricing is not a component of this
project.

 

I-059-003

WSDOT predicts a 73 percent increase in annual passengers (1,840,000
to 3,175,000) on the Mukilteo-Clinton route from 2006 to 2030.
Presently, the vessels serving the Mukilteo-Clinton route can
accommodate approximately 1,200 walk-on passengers per sailing. The
proposed alternatives would improve multimodal connections and
facilities, including overhead passenger loading, to increase the number
of walk-on passengers.
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I-059-004

The No-Build Alternative includes facility maintenance and structure
replacements as necessary to keep the facility functional. Nearly all of
the ferry docking, loading and unloading facilities would need to be
replaced because they will have reached the end of their lifespan by
2040. In addition, the terminal building, passenger building and toll
booths would also need to be replaced in the coming decades to keep
the ferry terminal operational. WSDOT has estimated these costs would
add up to an estimated $60 to $65 million (in 2015 dollars) to maintain
the current facility in operating order.

 

I-059-005

Thank you for indicating the reasons for you preference for Elliot Point 2.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-060-001

The Preferred Alternative, as well as the other alternatives, would
upgrade pedestrian connections between the terminal and other transit
facilities. However, improvements to other destinations such as
Lighthouse Park are beyond the scope of the project. Other transit
amenities such as pick up or drop off access are included in the
Preferred Alternative conceptual design and would be further refined
during final design. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for information
about the design refinements.
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I-061-001

Thank you for your comments regarding key elements that you consider
important to integrating the multimodal center within the fabric of the
community. Section 4.2 of the Final EIS describes how the alternatives,
including the Preferred Alternative (a modified version of Elliot Point 2),
relate to the City of Mukilteo plans for a centralized waterfront district.
Ivar's would remain with the Preferred Alternative. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-062-001

Thank you for identifying your preference for Elliot Point 1. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for information about the
design refinements.

 

Mukilteo Multimodal Project
Final EIS Appendix K - Draft EIS Comments and Responses June 2013



Page 143

I-063-001

Thank you for your comments. The No-Build Alternative includes facility
maintenance and structure replacements as necessary to keep the
facility functional. Nearly all of the ferry docking, loading and unloading
facilities would need to be replaced because they will have reached the
end of their lifespan by 2040. In addition, the terminal building,
passenger building and toll booths would also need to be replaced in the
coming decades to keep the ferry terminal operational. WSDOT has
estimated these costs would add up to an estimated $60 to $65 million
(in 2015 dollars) to maintain the current facility in operating order.
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I-064-001

Thank you for your comments. As described in Chapter 1, the purpose
and need is focused on meeting future demand through improved
multimodal connections.  The Preferred Alternative, a modified version
of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative, would improve the multimodal
connections for rail and bus users, bicycles, and pedestrians. This will
enhance the usability and efficiency of the ferry system for all users.
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I-065-001

Thank you for your comments. One of the purposes of this project is to
provide a terminal and supporting facilities with the infrastructure and
operating characteristics needed to improve safety, security, quality,
reliability, and efficiency of the multimodal transportation connections.

 

I-065-002

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as its Preferred Alternative. This alternative would avoid excavation or
other intrusions within the shell midden and could better accommodate
potential design features that reflect the site's cultural and historic
significance. Also, the Preferred Alternative could better accommodate
design elements that commemorate the cultural and historic significance
of the area to Native American tribes. The Final EIS Chapter 2,
Alternatives, describes the design refinements, and Chapter 4,
Environmental Impacts and Mitigation, describes the mitigation
measures and updated environmental information for the Preferred
Alternative. Chapter 7 of the Final EIS also summarizes the project's
outreach and coordination with Tribes.
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I-066-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project. The
EIS is being developed in accordance with the state and federal
environmental regulations and is helping WSDOT and FTA determine
whether or not to seek funding to implement the project. The EIS does
not make any assumptions about future legislative or appropriation
decisions. Chapter 2 of the Final EIS describes the current status of the
U.S. Air Force land transfer to the Port of Everett, and also explains why
commuter parking for ferry patrons is not part of the proposed project.
Chapter 3 discusses transportation effects and mitigation, including
potential improvements to congested intersections.

 

I-066-002

WSDOT inspects the Mukilteo Terminal annually and it is currently safe
for operation. The purpose of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project is to
provide safe, reliable, and efficient service and connections. Once the
environmental process is complete and the federal Record of Decision
signed, the construction of this project can begin. The next steps for the
completion of the environmental process are given in Chapter 7, section
7.4 of the Final EIS. WSDOT plans to construct the Mukilteo Multimodal
Project between 2015-2019. 
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I-067-001

Your concerns about potential noise impacts at your residence are
acknowledged. WSDOT has identified the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as
the Preferred Alternative. This alternative would locate the ferry terminal
on the western portion of the Mukilteo Tank Farm, which is near your
residence.

The noise analysis for the Preferred Alternative, presented in section 4.3
of the Final EIS, concluded that all project elements are far enough from
the noise-sensitive land uses, such as residential neighborhoods, to
avoid potential impacts. No sound proofing of buildings is proposed.

 

Mukilteo Multimodal Project
Final EIS Appendix K - Draft EIS Comments and Responses June 2013



Page 150

I-068-001

Moving the ferry terminal to Edmonds or Everett was considered during
the screening process; however, these concepts were not moved
forward. Please see Appendix E, Alternatives No Longer Considered, of
the Final EIS for the discussion of the alternatives that WSDOT has
considered during the project's planning process and why they are no
longer under consideration. Additionally, the Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry

Terminal Project Alternatives History Through 2009 (published by
WSDOT in June 2010 and available on the project's website:
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/Ferries/mukilteoterminal/
multimodal/library.htm) documents the project's development of concepts
and the alternatives, and how access through Japanese Gulch was
considered.
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I-069-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

I-069-002

Thank you for this compliment.
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I-070-001

Thank you for your comments. WSDOT has identified a modified version
of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision
was based on several factors including comments from members of the
public, agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the
project’s purpose and need while providing the best balance of
environmental benefits compared to effects. Please see Chapter 2 of the
Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-071-001

Analysis in section 4.2.6 of the Final EIS assesses the potential of each
alternative to redevelop and meet the City's land use goals of mixed use
development on the Mukilteo Tank Farm site and the current ferry
terminal site.  The alternatives vary in the extent to which they could
accommodate relocation of the boat launch ramp currently at the
Mukilteo Lighthouse Park and expansion of the current NOAA facility. 
The ferry system plans do not incorporate specific plans outside of its
own development area for other uses, but the Final EIS does address
the extent to which the redevelopment of the remaining land is
constrained by the four alternatives considered.
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I-072-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

The Preferred Alternative would improve the multimodal connections for
rail and bus users, bicycles, and pedestrians. This will enhance the
usability and efficiency of the ferry system for all users. As stated in
Chapter 1 of the Final EIS, the purpose and need is focused on
improving safety, reliability, and multimodal connections. Consistent with
the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), the
alternatives are designed to minimize the need for additional driving to
the terminal and an increased supply of overnight parking is not needed
to achieve the purpose and need. Therefore, the build alternatives do not
propose additional parking supply for overnight or long-term use. The
Final EIS does note that the City of Mukilteo is investigating options for
increasing parking supply for a variety of uses and this could make
access more convenient for some travelers.

The design refinements for the Preferred Alternative avoid impacts to
Mukilteo Station's existing parking and relocate the proposed ferry
employee parking to the transit center. Chapter 2 of the Final EIS further
describes the Preferred Alternative's design refinements.
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