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SR 520 Program overview and timeline 

Program schedule 
 

• Eastside Transit and HOV Project: Opened 2014 
• Pontoon Construction Project (Aberdeen): Completed 2015 
• New floating bridge: Opened April 2016 
• West Approach Bridge North: Opening summer 2017 
• Remaining west side corridor: Fully funded, construction to begin by 2018 

Program map 

FUNDED 
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West Approach Bridge North 
Connecting the floating bridge to Montlake 

The West Approach Bridge North (WABN) is 
the current  phase of construction of the SR 
520 project.  
 
Currently: 
• All casing, shafts, and columns are 

complete.  
• More than 50 percent of all girder 

installation is complete. 
• Seventy percent of isolation bearings are 

installed. 
• Thirteen sections of roadway deck are 

complete. 
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Full SR 520 Closure 
11 p.m. Oct. 7 - 5 a.m. Oct. 10 

From 11 p.m. Friday, Oct. 7, to 5 a.m. Monday, Oct. 10, all lanes and ramps of SR 520 are scheduled to 
close.  
 

• SR 520 will close from 92nd Avenue Northeast to Montlake Boulevard.  
• The bicycle and pedestrian path on the new floating bridge will be closed to all users. 

 
What to expect during the weekend closure  
 

• Restriping of SR 520 between Evergreen Point Road and the new floating bridge. 
• Maintenance of the temporary tolling system. 
• Installation of permanent tolling equipment. 
• Lid maintenance at Evergreen Point, 84th Avenue Northeast and 92nd Avenue Northeast. 
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Full SR 520 Closure 
What to expect Monday morning, Oct. 10 

Crews will restripe the westbound merge lane on the floating bridge over the weekend. 
Doing this allows for a smoother transition from three lanes to two lanes on the existing 
SR 520 west approach bridge. 
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Rest of the West project overview 
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Phase 1: Montlake Phase 
Construction to begin by 2018 
Estimated duration: 4-5 years  
Phase 2: Portage Bay Phase 
Construction to begin in approx. 2020-2022 
Estimated duration: 6 years  
Phase 3: Montlake Cut Crossing Phase 
Construction to begin as early as 2024 
Estimated duration: 3 years  

Possible future use of a portion of the NOAA property, 
approximating the area shown in the FEIS, for public 
pedestrian-bike path is subject to agreement by NOAA as 
part of ongoing mitigation discussion. 

City-owned property under review by the City of Seattle. 



Montlake Phase key elements 
(shown at completion in approx. 2022-2023) 
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How is WSDOT preparing for construction of the 
Montlake Phase? 

Early/spring: 
City of Seattle 

design 
coordination, 

public outreach 

Summer: 
Public open 
house and 

Online Open 
House, City 

Council update 

Fall: 
Neighborhood 
outreach about 

upcoming 
construction 

2018: 
Construction 

begins 
(Montlake 

Phase) 

Early 2018: 
Host pre-

construction 
open house 

with contractor 

2016 2017 2018 

Early: 
Report out 
on public 
feedback 

Ongoing: City of Seattle coordination, outreach to key stakeholders and the 
community, monthly construction meetings 

Late 2017: 
Award 

contract 

Note: These dates reflect the current project plans, but are subject to change as needed. 

We are 
here 

Spring: 
Publish 
contract 

Construction 
milestone 

Project/outreach 
milestone 

Key:  
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Recap: 2016 Montlake Phase public outreach 
In 2016, WSDOT conducted outreach to share 
WSDOT’s final preliminary design and obtain feedback 
from the community: 

 January - June: Seattle Design Commission 
process 

 June 22 – July 8: Online Open House website live 
to view design information from home     
(2,838 visitors, 514 comments) 

 June 28: Open House Event at St. Demetrios Hall 
in Montlake, Seattle to view display boards and a 
corridor model, and speak with project staff   
(292 attendees, 110 comments) 

• Note: a summary of public comments and feedback 
at these events is available online at: 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/sr520bridge  

 July 18: Seattle City Council presentation 

 September: Launched frontline neighbor outreach 

 Presented at approximately 17 briefings to various 
community organizations in 2016 
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Nearly 300 people joined WSDOT and the City of 
Seattle at the June 28 open house in Seattle. 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/sr520bridge


Upcoming outreach opportunities 
Fall 2016 

• Share updates at select monthly SR 520 construction meetings 

• Meet with neighbors adjacent to the construction site 

• Neighborhood Traffic Management Plan (NTMP) public comment period 

• Continue to work with City of Seattle and other partners and project 
stakeholders 

• Meet with community councils and local groups as interest exists; 
please request a briefing or meeting if you’re interested! 

Early 2017: 

• Report out on what we heard and next steps  

• Ongoing: WABN construction progress outreach 

2018: 

• Community Construction Management Plan public comment period 

• Tree and Vegetation Management and Protection Plan published 

• Pre-construction open house with the contractor 

• Begin construction, stay informed about activities 
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Community plans to manage construction impacts 
WSDOT and the city of Seattle are working together to develop a set of community plans to 
prepare for and ease construction effects. These plans will be shared with the public prior to the 
start of construction of the Montlake Phase. 
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Plan title Purpose Available to the public 

Neighborhood Traffic 
Management Plan (NTMP) 

Enhance safety and mobility in the Montlake 
area during and after SR 520 construction 

Fall 2016 
(including public comment 
period) 

Community Construction 
Management Plan (CCMP) 

Identify opportunities to avoid, minimize and 
mitigate construction impacts, share resources 
available to the public 

2018 
(including public comment 
period once contractor is 
hired) 

Tree and Vegetation 
Management Plan 
(TVMPP) 

Describe the standards and project-specific best 
management practices that will be used as 
guidance to preserve and protect trees and 
vegetation within the limits of project 
construction. 

2018 
(once contractor is hired) 



NTMP (Neighborhood Traffic Management Plan) 

What is NTMP? The NTMP, or Neighborhood Traffic Management Plan is a living 
document which is updated for each phase of SR 520 construction. It is being 
developed by WSDOT and the city of Seattle to catalog and develop solutions for 
community traffic concerns in the Montlake corridor and surrounding neighborhoods.  
 
The plan will define traffic management measures to proactively reduce project 
construction effects and develop long term traffic management strategies. 

View of existing traffic on Lake Washington Boulevard 
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NTMP: What we’ve heard and next steps 
Since 2011, WSDOT and the City have gathered extensive feedback to identify 
public concerns related to traffic in the Montlake corridor. Public input will be used 
to inform traffic management solutions in the NTMP specific to the Montlake Phase. 
 

Next Steps 
 
• Fall 2016: Develop 

NTMP draft for public 
review 
 

• Fall 2016: Hold public 
comment period to gather 
feedback on the draft 
report 
 

• Early 2017: WSDOT and 
the City update NTMP 
and share what we heard 
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Montlake property update       
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• WSDOT anticipates needing to 
acquire the property where the 
Montlake Market and 76 gas 
station are located. 

• In recent engineering evaluations, 
WSDOT determined that it would 
need to acquire the property to 
build some of the project’s 
planned improvements. 

• The need to remove access from 
several driveways was included in 
the 2011 Final Environmental 
Impact Statement. 

• We are in discussions with the 
property owners and tenants that 
operate the market and gas 
station. 

• We will continue to keep the 
community updated as this 
process unfolds. 



How to stay informed about the project 

16 

Your resources to ask questions: 

• Send an email to: SR520Bridge@wsdot.wa.gov 

• Share comments or ask questions (we’ll respond) 

• Request regular email updates 

• Join the mailing list 

• For general inquiries during business hours, call our 
information line: 206-770-3554 

• For urgent matters, call our 24-hour construction 
hotline: 206-708-4657 

• Visit our website: 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/sr520bridge 

• Available online now: public Q&A, recent design display 
boards, and updated Montlake Phase web pages. 

• Request a presentation or briefing to your organization, 
we’d be glad to meet with you!  

mailto:SR520Bridge@wsdot.wa.gov
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/sr520bridge


Questions? 
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