
Patented/Proprietary Items –   PIF Instructions 

Project Information 
State/Local Project Number – For WSDOT projects, this is the work order number or WIN. 
For local projects, this field is for local agency use/tracking. 

Project Name – Provide the name of the project as it is listed in the State Transportation 
Improvement Plan (STIP). 

Federal Aid Project Number – This number will be assigned by WSDOT.  
Contact the Region Local Programs staff to obtain this number. 

NEPA Category – Check the appropriate box: 

• Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). Refer to Section 24.21 of the Local 
Agency Guidelines. 

• Categorical Exclusion (CE), Documented Categorical Exclusion (DCE), and Programmatic 
Categorical Exclusion (Programmatic CE). Refer to Section 24.22 of the Local Agency 
Guidelines. 

• Environmental Assessment (EA). Refer to Section 24.23 of the Local Agency Guidelines. 

Region or Agency – Fill in with the WSDOT Region or Local Agency requesting the finding. 

Amount – Fill in the total amount of the request. 

Full Oversight – Is this an FHWA full oversight project? If not certain, contact your Local 
Programs Engineer. 

Public Interest Finding (PIF) Information 
Select Type of PIF – Use the pull down menu to select the PIF that fits the project. 

Regulatory Reference – This field is automatically filled in when you select the PIF. 

Justification or Supporting Information 
Goal Statement – What is being accomplished/what is the outcome for using a 
Patented/Proprietary item. 

Description of Work – Provide a detailed description of why Patented/Proprietary items are 
needed. 

Justification or Supporting Information 
The use of trade names in specifications and on plans should be avoided. Instead, specifications 
should be formulated to assure full opportunity for competition among equivalent materials, 
equipment, and methods. Specifying patented or proprietary material, products or processes is 
allowed for federal aid projects only under one of the following conditions:  

• At least three names of acceptable materials or products, if available, are listed together with 
a list of the required features and specifications that will be considered equal to the listed 
items.  



• The agency is requiring a specific material or product and a written Public Interest Finding 
(PIF) document has been prepared and approved by H&LP.  

• The material or product has been approved through FHWA as an experimental feature. 

Cost Effectiveness Determination 

• Attach a detailed estimate for the Patented/Proprietary items (see Appendix 44.81).  

• Provide an explanation of cost effectiveness (see Public Interest Finding Example, Appendix 
44.82). 

Schedule Issues – N/A 

Buy America Compliance 

• Steel and iron that is permanently incorporated into the project shall consist of American-
made materials, as outlined in the required GSP.  

• The local agency must include a provision containing the “Buy-America” requirements in 
each contract. General Special Provisions similar to those now used by WSDOT can be used 
by the local agency. These general special provisions are included in the WSDOT 
Amendments and General Special Provisions publication.  

• Purchase of foreign steel and iron products by local agencies for installation on a federally 
funded project is not allowed except to the limit allowed by the “Buy America” General 
Special Provision. 

• The agency must document the sources of steel and iron by having a “Certification of 
Materials Origin” on file. 

Conclusion 

• A brief summary of the overall benefits and cost effectiveness. 

• Approval by WSDOT Highways and Local Programs is required. 

• Approval is dependent on demonstration of overall cost effectiveness and public benefit. The 
determination is not solely dependent on cost savings. 

• At least one signature from the local agency is required. 
 


