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Progress continues on Cascades High-Speed Rail projects 
The high-speed rail program has 10 of its 20 projects complete and another nine in construction. 
The final project, King Street Station Track Upgrades, begins construction in early 2016. All 
projects must be completed by spring 2017. Once complete, projects will provide two additional 
daily roundtrips between Seattle and Portland, as well as improved on-time performance and 
reduced travel times. Recent construction updates include: 

 Landslide Mitigation – Construction on two of the four locations are completed, with 
the remaining two on track to be complete by the end of November. This will bring the 
number of completed mitigation sites to six and completes the $16.1 million federally 
funded project near Everett and Mukilteo. The work stabilizes slopes, improves drainage 
and adds catchment walls to stop landslide debris from striking tracks. To date, no 
landslides have occurred at the two sites completed in early 2014. WSDOT and its 
partners are beginning work to identify other slide improvement opportunities to utilize 
state funding provided in the Connecting Washington transportation package.  

 Point Defiance Bypass - Freighthouse Square – The final open house on the design of 
the new Amtrak Cascades station in Tacoma’s Freighthouse Square was held Oct. 27. 
Participants were able to examine design sketches of the station’s exterior and interior 
and learned more about the entire Point Defiance Bypass project. Final design of the 
station will be submitted in November, with construction slated to begin in spring 2016. 
The station is part of a larger project that reroutes train traffic through Tacoma, avoiding 
tight corners and single-lane tunnels that require slower speeds. When completed in 2017, 
the new station and route will allow for faster, more reliable passenger train service.  

 Point Defiance Bypass - Nisqually Junction – Work on the crossover at the 
southernmost point of the new bypass route is wrapping up and is scheduled to be 
operationally complete by the end of November.  

 New Locomotives – Siemens has begun construction on the first of the new Charger 
locomotives they are building under a national contract for locomotives ordered by 
Washington, Illinois and California. Locomotives ordered by Illinois and California will 
be the first off the assembly line, with Washington’s eight new locomotives following 
those. Delivery of WSDOT’s locomotives is expected to begin in fall 2016.  



 Kelso Martin’s Bluff - New Siding – Work continues on a new retaining wall between 
Interstate 5 and the rail lines near Kalama. The block wall is complete, with slab and 
paving work ongoing. The project will help reduce train congestion in the area, allowing 
passenger trains to pass freight trains and provide more reliable service. 

20 years of passenger rail service to Canada commemorated 
WSDOT, ODOT and Amtrak partnered to recognize the 20th anniversary of Amtrak Cascades 
passenger rail service to Vancouver, British Columbia in October. The ceremony, held in historic 
Pacific Central Station, also recognized the Canada Border Services Agency and U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection for their joint work protecting borders and passengers. Speakers included 
officials from the U.S. and Canadian consulates, as well as WSDOT, ODOT and Amtrak. The 
status of work on Pre-Clearance, which will shorten travel time into the United States, also was 
shared during the ceremony. 

 


