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Executive Summary

The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) is proposing to construct safety
improvements on SR 14 from the intersection of Marble Road to Cape Horn Road. The project is
separated into two main sections. The Marble Road to Belle Center phase will begin near
Milepost (MP) 22.65 and end near MP 23.59. The Cape Horn Bridge Vicinity to Cape Horn
Road phase will begin near MP 24.04 and end near MP 26.63 on SR 14. The project is located
in Township 1 North, Range 5 East, Sections 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 19, and 20, in Skamania County,
Washington.

WSDOT wetland specialists delineated nine wetlands within the proposed project area, all of
which would be considered jurisdictional by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), the
Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology), and Skamania County Code. Some of the
wetlands extend beyond the project boundaries and are components of larger wetland complexes.
The project area contains 2 Category Il wetland and 7 Category III wetlands, according to the
Washington State Wetland Rating System for Western Washington (Hruby 2004). The wetlands
consist of three Cowardin Classes: palustrine scrub-shrub (PSS), palustrine, emergent, (PEM),
and palustrine, forested (PFO). In general the wetlands provide low to moderate levels of water
quality hydrologic functions, and habitat functions, although one of the wetlands (Wetland C)
provides high hydrologic function.
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Acronyms and Abbreviations

BMP best management practice

cfs cubic feet per second

CRGNSA Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area
Ecology Washington State Department of Ecology

HRM Highway Runoff Manual

LWD large woody debris

MP Mile Post

NRCS Natural Resources Conservation Service

NWI National Wetlands Inventory

OHWM ordinary high water mark

PEM palustrine emergent

PFO palustrine forested

PSS palustrine scrub-shrub

SPCCP Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan
SR State Route

TDA Threshold Discharge Area

TESC Temporary Erosion and Soil Control

USACE U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

USFWS U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

WDFW Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
WSDOT Washington State Department of Transportation
WRIA Water Resource Inventory Area
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