
Long time advocate of the 
Olympic Discovery Trail and 
partner on trail 
construction – four sections 
of the ODT are on Tribal 
land

First Tribe in the nation to 
apply for and be granted 
the designation of Bike 
Friendly Community by the 
League of American 
Bicyclists

Bronze designation 
awarded in 2015

Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe 
and the 

League of American Bicyclist’s 
Bike Friendly Community Designation



What is the League of American Bicyclists?

“For generations past and to come, THE LEAGUE represents bicyclists in 
the movement to create safer roads, stronger communities , and a 
bicycle friendly America. Through information, advocacy and promotion, 
we work to celebrate and preserve the freedom cycling brings to our 
members everywhere.”



History of the League

“The League was founded as the League 
of American Wheelmen in 1880. 
Bicyclists, known as “wheelmen”, were 
challenged by rutted roads of gravel 
and dirt and faced antagonism from 
horsemen, wagon drivers, and
pedestrians.

In an effort to improve riding conditions 
so they might better enjoy their newly 
discovered sport, more that 100,000 
cyclists from across the United States
Joined the League to advocates for 
paved roads. The success of the League 
in its first advocacy efforts ultimately 
lead to our national highway system.”



What is the Bike Friendly Community Program?

It is a component of the League’s Bicycle Friendly America program 
which provides a roadmap, hands-on assistance and recognition for 
states, communities, universities and businesses.

The League recognizes…

●Communities ●Businesses ●Universities

…that welcome bicyclists by providing safe accommodations for 
bicycling and encourage people to bike for transportation and 
recreation. A bicycle-friendly place makes bicycling safe, comfortable, 
and convenient for people of all ages and abilities. 



What are the BFC designations?
Diamond – Platinum – Gold – Silver – Bronze



Why did JST apply for the designation?

• To foster a collaborative partnership with Clallam County and the City of Port Angeles.

• To gain recognition within the cycling community for the Olympic 
Discovery Trail and existing Tribal tourism opportunities.

• To receive feedback from the League about ways to improve the amenities offered to 
cyclists traveling through the Jamestown area.

• To encourage Tribal Citizens and Tribal staff to consider cycling as an alternative way to
travel, exercise and recreate.

• Serve as a model for other Tribes who may be interested in the BFC program.



How does a Tribe apply for the BFC Designation?

Request application from LAB

Complete application

• Basic introductory information
• Community Profile
• Engineering
• Education
• Encouragement
• Enforcement
• Encouragement/Planning
• Final Overview

Submit application

Wait for  designation and comments!



Invaluable 
Information!!



What did JST get out of the designation process?

• Recognition from a national organization for 
our trail/cycling efforts

• An opportunity to share Jamestown’s 
welcome for visitors to come and enjoy 
what the Tribe has to offer (culture, 
recreation, shopping, scenic vistas)

• Access to the Olympic Discovery Trail

• Stronger partnership with Clallam County, 
the towns of Sequim, Port Townsend and 
Port Angeles

• Helpful feed back on next steps to working 
toward improving our trail system and 
cycling amenities





Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe

Bike Friendly Community Application - Spring 2015

Olympic Discovery Trail Sections on Tribal Lands

View of Tribal Dance Plaza and 
Welcome Totems from the 
Olympic Discovery Trail with 
Sequim Bay in the background



Vault toilet restroom facility accessible from
the Olympic Discovery Trail at the Blyn Tribal 

governmental campus



100 year old railroad bridge converted to 
non-motorized trail providing Olympic 
Discovery Trail crossing of the Dungeness 
River near the town of Sequim, WA



Section of Olympic Discovery Trail that crosses through
Tribal lands and provides direct access to Clallam Transit
System bus stop



Summer youth bike camp, one of the programs
offered by the Tribe at Railroad Bridge Park



Next Steps…LAB Recommendations include:

Engineering
• increase amount of high quality bike parking
• work with WSDOT to make highway crossing safer 

Education
• offer regular bicycling skills training for Tribal Citizens
• continue to expand public education campaign re: Share the Road

Encouragement
• expand encouragement efforts during Bike Month targeting Tribal Citizens
• promote cycling throughout the year
• seek recognition through the Bike Friendly Business Program

Enforcement
• encourage Clallam County to ensure police officers are educated on traffic law as it 

applies to bicyclist and motorists
Evaluation & Planning

• produce schedule of Bicycle Advisory Committee meetings
• conduct research on bicycle usage among Tribal Citizens
• adopt a target level of bicycle use over time



For more information about:

The League of American Bicyclists
www.bikeleague.org
202-971-4560

Thank you!

Annette Nesse
Chief Operations Officer

Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe
anesse@jamestowntribe.org

http://www.bikeleague.org/

