
 

 

 

March 30, 2016  

 

 

Ms. Gail Terzi 

US Army Corps of Engineers Seattle District 

Regulatory Branch CENWS OD RG 

PO Box 3755 

Seattle, WA 98124-3755 

 

RE:   SR 18 Maple Valley to Issaquah Hobart Road (MP 16.6 to 19.3) (SR 18 Cedar River 

Tributary SE 216
th

 Place) 

Mitigation Site 
USACE 200200594 

 

Dear Ms.Terzi, 

 

The Washington State Department of Transportation completed qualitative monitoring of the 

SR 18 Cedar River Tributary SE 216
th

 Place mitigation site on August 11, 2015, to address 

Year-9 (2015) permit requirements. Monitoring activities included vegetation observations and 

photo documentation. This Year-9 report is being issued for compliance with the reporting 

requirements of the US Army Corps of Engineers permit number 200200594. 

 

General Site Information 

USACE IP Number 200200594 

WDFW HPA Number 00000F4792-13 

King County Number L01CG513 

Mitigation Location 
Located along the Cedar River near the SR 18-

SR 169 Interchange in King County 

LLID Number 1220419474077 

Construction Date 2006-2007 

Monitoring Period 2007-2016 

Year of Monitoring 9 of 10 

Area of Project Impact 690 ft Stream Channel 

Type of Mitigation Stream Restoration/Enhancement 

Area of Mitigation
1
 6.83 acres 

 

                                                 
1
 This site partially mitigates for the impacts listed.  The remaining impacts are mitigated for at the seven 

additional stream restoration sites along the SR 18 corridor under the same project: SR 18 Maple Valley to 

Issaquah Hobart Road (MP 16.6 to 19.3). Mitigation acreage from WSDOT 2003. 
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Site development: 

 

This site provides high cover of native woody wetland and upland species. A multiple-layer 

canopy structure is present including areas of less dense cover that provide excellent edge 

habitat for multiple wildlife species.  

 

Invasive cover was qualitatively estimated at less than one percent. Reed canarygrass (Phalaris 

arundinacea) was observed in isolated patches around the pond and backwater channel. 

Common St. Johnswort (Hypericum perforatum) and oxeye daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare) 

were observed. Also present was jewelweed (Impatiens capensis) which is on the state noxious 

weed monitor list.  

 

Small fish were observed in the channel. Scat was observed in several open areas around the 

pond. Beaver have harvested some of the saplings on the site and are storing them in the pond. 

 

 

 

 

Permit Requirements 

(Year-9) 
2015 Results 

Management 

Activities 

Plantings shall be maintained as 

necessary for 10 years to ensure 80 

percent or greater survival. (Survival 

is very difficult to determine at this 

time so cover across the site was 

evaluated as this measurement is 

more meaningful.) 

85-90% cover 

No planting occurred; 

continuing weed control 

which took place on two 

dates in 2015 

Stream depth greater than or equal to 

four inches at each monitoring 

location; note gravel buildup at the 

mouth of realignment 

The channel is unobstructed, 

though did not meet the 

depth requirement on all 

visits. 

 



 

 

 

Results for Permit Requirement 1 

(80% survival of plantings): 

 

Cover of plantings is qualitatively estimated at 

85-90 percent. Some mortality was observed 

due to recent drought and beaver harvest. 

 

Results for Permit Requirement 2 

(Stream depth monitoring): 

 

The created channel did not meet the permit 

requirement criteria for all transects on the first 

and third monitoring visits in 2015 (Table 1 and 

Figure 1). Transect 1 had less than four inches 

of water depth for three of the four 

measurements on July 22, and Transects 2 and 3 

had less than four inches of water depth for 

three of the four measurements on September 

14. Minor accumulations of sediment were 

present along both sides of the channel; 

however the connection to the Cedar River was 

unobstructed. 

 

Table 1 – Stream Depth Measurements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 1 – Cover of plantings at the Cedar 

River Tributary SE 216
th

 Place (August 

2015)  

 

 

Figure 1. Created Stream Channel

 

Date 

 

Transect 

Measurements (in) 

1 2 3 4 

22 

July 

2015 

1 1.5 4 1 0.5 

2 5 2 5.5 0 

3 11.5 8 1.5 5 

11 

Aug 

2015 

1 2.5 11 10.5 6 

2 3.5 6.5 9.5 5 

3 2 6 10 4.5 

14 

Sept 

2015 

1 0 2 7.5 4.5 

2 0 0 2.5 9 

3 0 0 0 11 1 

2

  1 

3 
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We welcome your questions or comments.  Please contact me at 360/570-2579 or by e-mail at 

littaud@wsdot.wa.gov for questions about these mitigation sites. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Doug Littauer 

Wetlands Program  

 

mailto:littaud@wsdot.wa.gov
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