
People are stuck in traffic 

13 mins How long your trip should take

BY THE NUMBERS
          Renton to Bellevue
BY THE NUMBERS

570,000 

people travel this area 
every day 

Enough to fill more than eight 
Seahawks games at Centurylink 
Field--in a single day. 

and it adds up... 

And the problem keeps growing.

By 2030, Bellevue, Renton, Tukwila and 
Newcastle will add: 

25% 

50%
60,000 more residents

100,000 more jobs

10 HOURS of congestion a DAY  

Nearly

Producing 540,000 pounds of greenhouse 
gases daily during the morning and evening commutes

#1

WORST COMMUTEIN THE STATE

12

46 mins What you need to budget to get from 
Tukwila to Bellevue in the morning

58 mins What you need to budget to get from 
Bellevue to Tukwila in the evening

And causing 351 collisions every year

congestion
delays
emissions
collisions

By 2030, Bellevue, Renton, Tukwila and Newcastle will add:

=
MORE

Summer 2015

Renton to Bellevue Express Toll Lanes167

Interstate 405 between Interstate 90 in 
Bellevue and State Route 169 in Renton is 
one of the worst commutes in the state. 

Today, drivers experience congestion in this 
vicinity for up to eight hours each day, even 
with new improvements in the South Bellevue 
and Renton area. 

The I-405 Renton to Bellevue Express Toll 
Lanes project will create a dual-lane express 
toll lane system and add new capacity 
between NE 6th Street in Bellevue and SR 
167 in Renton. This project will connect a 
40-mile system of express toll lanes from 
Lynnwood to Auburn,  improving travel times 
and trip reliability in one of our state’s most 
congested corridors. 

On most weekdays, commuters face stop-and-go traffic leaving 
southbound I-405 from Bellevue--even in the carpool lanes. 

Renton to Bellevue,  
we have a problem

Alternate Formats: Persons with disabilities may request alternative formats — large print, Braille, cassette tape, or computer disk, please 
call the WSDOT ADA Accommodation Hotline at 206-389-2839. Persons with hearing impairments may access the Washington State 
Telecommunications Relay Service at 711.

WSDOT on the Web:
Newsroom: www.wsdot.wa.gov/news

Twitter:       www.twitter.com/wsdot

Flickr:    www.flickr.com/photos/wsdot

YouTub   www.youtube.com/user/wsdot

Blog: wsdotblog.blogspot.com

For More Information
Visit the program website at  
www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/i405

Contact:	Maggie Humphreys
	 Public Information
	 I-405/SR 167 Corridor Program
	 425-450-2729
	 600 108th Ave NE
	 Suite 405
	 Bellevue, WA 98004

Keeping You Up to Speed Keep this info!

Next steps for corridor investments

In July 2015, the Washington State Legislature authorized $1.3 billion of new investments in the 
I-405/SR 167 corridor. With these new projects, WSDOT will work with its partners to: 

•	 Implement corridor priority projects  
The SR 167 Direct Connector will be ready to start the design build procurement process this fall. 
Preliminary engineering and right-of-way work on Renton to Bellevue I-405 widening will continue 
until mid-2019 when construction is anticipated to begin.  

•	 Reconvene the I-405/SR 167 EAG 
Engage stakeholders to guide this next phase of investment in  I-405/SR 167 and identify next 
priorities in the corridor. 

•	 Work with transit partners to implement BRT 
Partner with Sound Transit, King County Metro and Community Transit to implement the preferred 
mode for I-405.

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029

PE and RW 
Corridor savings

Construction
$285 million

Open to traffic

Award 
design/build 

contract

Open Renton to Bellevue 
Express Toll Lanes

I-405 Renton to Bellevue 
Widening and ETL

$940million

I-405/SR 167 Direct 
Connector

$285 million

Construction 
$705 million

PE, ROW, and Construction 
$235 million

Complete I-405/I-90 
interchange improvements

PE/ROW
Corridor savings

Award 
design/build 

contract



167 Building toward the I-405 Master Plan

Securing support from corridor leaders 
and transit agencies
2010 I-405/SR 167 Executive Advisory Group 
endorsement of express toll lanes

2013 EAG Recommendation	

The medium traditional funding option was endorsed because it funds 
the Renton to Bellevue section and the I-405/SR 167 Direct Connector; 
Phase 2 needs to move forward as soon as possible.

This option relies on gas tax or other traditional revenues for $960 million 
of the $1.175 billion needed. The remaining $215 million would come 
from toll revenues (toll-backed general obligation bonds or pay-as-you-
go).

The I-405 Master Plan is a balanced, 
multimodal approach to transportation 
in the corridor. The Master Plan calls for 
two new highway lanes in each direction. 
Most of the interchanges in the corridor 
will need to be reconstructed in order to 
accommodate these new lanes. Express 
toll lanes offer the most cost effective 
staging approach to the ambitious 
Master Plan by minimizing interchange 
reconstruction, while creating one new 
through lane in each direction. 

Master Plan

The I-405 Plan
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Added Freeway Lanes & Connections
Two new lanes added each direction on 
I-405 and interchanges upgraded, key 
chokepoints fixed at SR 167, I-90, 
Kirkland and Bothell

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Service
New bus rapid transit 
system deployed

Transit Service
50% Transit service increase 
with HOV lane and direct 
access improvements

Arterial Improvements
Local arterials improved

HOV Lane Access Point

BRT Stations
Ten new BRT stations

Transit Centers
Nine transit centers

Park-and-Ride Lots
5,000 new park-and-ride spaces

The I-405 Master Plan, which was 

developed through an extensive 

public involvement process with an 

encompassing Environmental 

Impact Statement, reached a 

Federal Record of Decision in 

October, 2002. The Master Plan is 

a 20-year vision of multi-modal 

improvements to the freeway, 

transit system and arterials along 

the I-405 corridor, stretching from 

Tukwila to Lynnwood.

The I-405 Master 
Plan will ultimately:

• Add up to 2 lanes in each direction 
in I-405

• Develop a Bus Rapid Transit line with 
stations along I-405 and expanded 
transit centers

• Improve key arterials

• Accommodate an additional 110,000 
trips per day in the corridor

• Reduce time stuck in traffic by over 
13 million hours per year – an average 
of over 40 hours per year per regular 
user

• Produce travel time savings valued at 
$569 million each year

• Save $42 million each year in 
decreased traffic accidents

• Create 1700 new vanpools – a 100% 
increase

• Increase local transit service by up to 
50% within the study area

• Build 5,000 new park-and-ride spaces

• Create eight new pedestrian/bicycle 
crossings over I-405

• Enhance  freight mobility through 
better interchanges, travel time 
reduction, and updated and 
technologies

• Provide much-needed economic 
benefits for Washington State – for 
each $1 million spent on new 
construction, an additional 30 jobs 
are created

Project Team
Congestion Relief & Bus Rapid Transit Projects

Progressing on the Master Plan
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Program element
(including partner agency projects)

Percent 
complete

Park and ride expansions 80%
New transit centers 70%
Bus Rapid Transit stations 70%
Local arterial improvements 50%
Direct access ramps 45%
Transit service increase 40%
Managed lanes system 40%
Vanpool service increase 30%
Add two new lanes in each 
direction

30%

Bike/pedestrian improvements 25%

I-405 Master Plan Progress

I-405 Renton to Bellevue Widening 
and Express Toll Lanes	
$940 million - Funded	
Benefit-cost ratio of 4.7:1 - highest in 
the state 
Adds one new lane and pairs it with the 
existing carpool lane to create a dual 
express toll lane system. Connects with 
the express toll lanes between Bellevue 
and Lynnwood and the SR 167 High 
Occupancy Toll (HOT) lanes to create a 
40-mile continuous system. 

I-405/SR 167 Interchange 	
Direct Connector	
$285 million - Funded 
Builds a new flyover ramp to connect 
the future I-405 express toll lanes with 
the existing SR 167 HOT lanes. Shovel 
ready.

Completing the 40-mile express toll lane system

SR 167 HOT Lanes	
Operating since 2008 
Meeting performance and operational 
goals. Southbound extension scheduled 
to open in 2017. Northbound extension is 
unfunded ($35 million).

I-405 Bellevue to Lynnwood 
Widening and Express Toll Lanes	
$155 million, under construction, 
scheduled to open in September 
2015 
Adds one new lane and pairs it with 
the existing carpool lane to create a 
dual express toll lane system between 
Northeast 6th Street and Bellevue to 
SR 522 in Bothell; converts the existing 
carpool lane to a single express toll lane 
between SR 522 and I-5 in Lynnwood.

Winter 2011

Tolling Option 4 Construction Phasing

167

new with this 
construction phase

completed construction new with this 
construction phase completed constructionnew with this 

construction phase
completed construction

Option 4 – Phase 1
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Option 4 – Completed
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Option 4 – Phase 2
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