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What are bridge pontoons?

Pontoons are the foundation of a floating bridge.
They are hollow concrete structures designed to
support the weight of the road and the vehicles that
use the bridge. These pontoons must be built at
specialized facilities with access to water.

Depending on the design, pontoons can be as long
as a football field and as tall as a two-story building.

SR 520 pontoons can be up to:
— 75 feet wide.
— 360 feet long.
— 35 feet high.
— 12,000 tons.

WSDOT leads a tour group through the pontoons of the SR 520
Evergreen Floating Bridge across Lake Washington.



