Mukilteo Multimodal Project
Final EIS Appendix K - Draft EIS Comments and Responses

L-008-001

Thank you for your providing the Port's comments and describing the
Board of Commissioners support for the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This alternative does avoid an extended
closure of the terminal, which the Commissioners noted was important.

L-008-002

Section 2.3 of the Draft and Final EIS note previous comments WSDOT
received during scoping suggesting that a park-and-ride should be
added to the scope of the project. WSDOT did not find that a park-and-
ride was necessary to meet the project's purpose and need. As stated in
Chapter 1 of the Final EIS, the purpose and need is focused on
improving safety, reliability, and multimodal connections. Consistent with
the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), the
alternatives are designed to minimize the need for additional vehicles at
the terminal and an increased supply of overnight parking is not needed
to achieve the purpose and need. Therefore, the build alternatives do not
propose additional parking supply for overnight or long-term use. The
Final EIS does note that the City of Mukilteo is investigating options for
increasing parking supply for a variety of uses and this could make
access more convenient for some travelers.

The design refinements for the Preferred Alternative avoid impacts to
Mukilteo Station's existing parking and relocated the proposed employee
parking to the transit center. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for all
the information about the Preferred Alternative's design refinements.
Figure 3-7 in the Final EIS show the pedestrian pathways and walk
distances to the Mukilteo Ferry Terminal between the terminal, Mukilteo
Station, Transit Center, and downtown Mukilteo.
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T-001-001

WSDOT and FTA believe the Draft EIS disclosed the appropriate level of
information regarding the potential for significant adverse effects to
ecosystems and other resources that would result from the development
of the alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative (a modified Elliot
Point 2). The Draft EIS section 4.11 Water Resources, section 4.12
Ecosystems, and the Ecosystems Discipline Report discussed the direct,
indirect, and cumulative effects of the alternatives. The analysis
considered the effects related to the removal of the Tank Farm Pier and
the dredging for a navigation channel. However, in response to the
Suquamish Tribe's request for additional technical information and a
more detailed discussion of changes in shore drift and related ecosystem
effects, the Final EIS sections and the Ecosystems Discipline Report
have been updated. While there will be temporary water quality impacts
from construction, the Final EIS finds that removing the Tank Farm Pier
would improve the conditions for marine habitat and resources. WSDOT
and FTA have also provided other reference technical information
including sediment sampling and hydrodynamic analyses to the Tribe
and other interested parties.

Please note that WSDOT does not anticipate the need for maintenance
dredging for the project, and dredging would be needed only during the
project's construction phase.

T-001-002

The Final EIS and the Ecosystems Discipline Report include additional
information on the ecological effects of dredging. Additional
documentation has also been shared with the Tribe and other parties
that have expressed an interest in the technical background information.

T-001-003
A copy of the Sediment Sampling Data Report was sent to the
Suqguamish Tribe on November 7, 2012. WSDOT and FTA appreciate
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the involvement of the Tribe in the review of natural resources effects,
including the review of the sediment sampling results and other updated
information that helped identify alternative refinements and mitigation
measures to minimize ecosystem effects.

T-001-004

WSDOT and FTA continued to coordinate with the Tribe and other
parties as they identified the Preferred Alternative, which was an initial
step in moving forward with the Final EIS and its identification of
mitigation commitments. The mitigation measures now defined in the
Final EIS were developed largely through meetings and consultations
with the Suguamish Tribe, other tribes and resource agencies. Since the
Draft EIS and Preferred Alternative selection, the project's Biological
Assessment and the resulting Biological Opinion have helped define
further measures to minimize adverse effects, and were incorporated
into discussions with the natural resource stakeholders. WSDOT looks
forward to continued collaboration with the Tribe and others as the
project enters its permitting phase.

T-001-005

A modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative has been identified as
the Preferred Alternative. The alternative has been refined to avoid
intrusions or excavation within the midden. Additional details on the
Preferred Alternative's effects to the midden are included in the updated
Cultural Resources Discipline Report, and measures to resolve effects
are included in the Final EIS Appendix J, the Section 106 Memorandum
of Agreement.
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T-002-001

Thank you for this summary of the Tulalip Tribes' history as it pertains to
the signing of the Treaty of Point Elliott and the Tribes' usual and
accustomed treaty fishing areas within the project area. WSDOT and
FTA respect the historical and cultural significance of Point Elliott to the
Tulalip Tribes, and we also recognize the Tribes' rights reserved under
treaty. This awareness has influenced the development of project
alternatives that avoid impacts to cultural resources to the extent
possible, and include measures to protect and enhance the natural
environment. WSDOT identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2
Alternative as the Preferred Alternative because of its ability to meet the
project's purpose and need with better environmental performance and
resource protection than the other alternatives. This alternative would
avoid excavation or other intrusions within the shell midden and could
better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance. The Final EIS Chapter 2, Alternatives,
describes the design refinements, and Chapter 4, Environmental Impacts
and Mitigation, describes the mitigation measures and updated
environmental information for the Preferred Alternative.

T-002-002

The Tulalip Tribes' preference for the alternatives that keep the ferry
terminal at its existing location is noted, although WSDOT has identified
a Preferred Alternative on the Mukilteo Tank Farm site. The Tribes'
suggestions regarding additional archaeological investigations

and archival storage for the site prior to construction were considered
through the Section 106 consultation process that culminated in the
development of a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for the project. The
MOA is included in the Final EIS, and defines the full set of measures to
resolve potential adverse effects to the midden and other historic
resources. The design of the Preferred Alternative itself was also refined
to avoid disruption of the shell midden. FTA and WSDOT also conducted
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a collaborative planning and cultural design process with interested
Native American tribes.

T-002-003

WSDOT and FTA recognize the fishing rights reserved by treaty, and
have engaged in direct consultations regarding fishing rights with the
Tulalip Tribes. The EIS does discuss potential impacts to fishing
activities as a matter of environmental justice, examining whether
changes in access to fishing, including for tribal members, would result in
high and adverse impacts to individuals or communities. The scope of
the EIS review is focused on the areas immediately affected by the
location of the terminal facility. Because the project does not propose
changes in operations of the route from Mukilteo to Clinton, the route is
not part of the analysis. However, WSDOT has committed to develop
operations protocols in consultation with the Tribe to avoid interference
with treaty fishing activities to the extent possible.

T-002-004

As noted in response to your initial comment, WSDOT and FTA
understand the Tulalip Tribes' preference for an alternative that keeps
the terminal at its existing site, and we appreciate your continued
participation and consultations as the project has continue to move
forward with a modified version of Elliot Point 2 as the Preferred
Alternative, which would relocate the terminal to the Tank Farm. WSDOT
and FTA appreciate the Tribes' indication that Elliot Point 2 would have
the least harm of the two tank farm alternatives under consideration. We
also appreciate the Tribes' participation in the Section 106 consultation
process to help define the measures to avoid and resolve adverse
effects.
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T-003-001

The Preferred Alternative (a modified version of Elliot Point 2) was
selected in part because it provided a shorter span and trestle, reducing
overwater coverage and minimizing the impacts of shading. The
suggestions for additional mitigation to offset project effects have been
considered as WSDOT and FTA developed the mitigation commitments
identified in Chapter 4 of the Final EIS, which has also included
consultations with USFWS and NMFS to consider other beneficial
actions the project is including to protect endangered species and their
habitat. WSDOT and FTA will continue to develop details of the project's
mitigation commitments during final design and permitting. The smaller
footprint for the Preferred Alternative helps minimize the areas with
overwater structures and paved nearshore areas. Several elements of
the design, including the provision of a shoreline promenade with
landscaping, would allow access to the shoreline and recreation
activities, and support a more productive nearshore environment than
exists today.
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WSDOT and FTA acknowledge the Skagit River System Cooperative
member tribes' position on the removal of the Tank Farm Pier. Removing
the pier, which is considered in the EIS as part of the Preferred
Alternative and the Elliot Point 1 Alternative, will provide a high level of
environmental benefits to offset the impacts associated with the project's
new overwater facilities. The Final EIS section 4.11, Ecosystems, further
defines the anticipated natural resource Best Management Practices and
mitigation measures anticipated for the project. These measures take
into account the impacts of the project overall, including the removal of
the Tank Farm Pier, as well as other offsetting benefits, resulting in high
levels of net benefits with the project.

T-003-003

Thank you for your comments. WSDOT and FTA have appreciated the
participation of the Skagit River System Cooperative, Swinomish Indian
Tribal Community, and Sauk-Suiattle Indian Tribe, and look forward to
your continued involvement as the Mukilteo Multimodal Project moves
forward.
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[-001-001
Thank you. We are pleased that you found the video presentation useful.

[-001-002

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

[-001-003
Thank you for your comments.
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[-002-001

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This alternative would improve the
multimodal connections between ferry, rail, and bus services. It has the
best connections (based on distance to travel) of the proposed build
alternatives.

[-002-002

All the proposed build alternatives include a vehicle holding area for
vehicles to wait for the next ferry. Drivers are asked to turn off their
vehicles while waiting and most comply, especially if the wait time is
lengthy. If the transaction time (processing time and time to answer
customer questions) at the toll booth is minimized or if all four toll booths
are operating, the vehicle queue waiting to enter the Mukilteo terminal
holding area would be shortened.

The ORCA card can now be used to purchase passenger and vehicle
fares at the terminals or online. This feature will be available at the new
Mukilteo terminal.

Thank you for you feedback on the Wave2Go card readers. We have
shared your comment with Ferry employees.
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[-003-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives. Your
support for the No-Build Alternative is noted. The Draft EIS described
impacts to the surrounding area for all alternatives. All of the build
alternatives would be subject to the City's Shoreline Master Program,
which include open space and landscaping elements, although options
are limited for Existing Site Improvements Alternative.

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors,
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The Final EIS provides an updated design that includes
additional definition of features such as landscaping, open space
architecture, and a shoreline promenade.
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[-004-001
Thank you for your comment. Elliot Point is shown on Figure S-1 in the
Final EIS for the public's reference as you suggest.
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[-005-001

Thank you for your comment. The parking discussion has been updated
in transportation section of Chapter 3 in the Final EIS. The general
supply of parking near the terminal when the project is complete will
roughly be what it is today.

There is not a large supply or overnight or long-term parking in the area.
Consistent with the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan
(2009), the alternatives are designed to minimize the need for additional
vehicles at the terminal and an increased supply of overnight parking is
not needed to achieve the purpose and need. Therefore, the build
alternatives do not propose additional parking supply for overnight or
long-term use. The Final EIS does note that the City of Mukilteo is
investigating options for increasing parking supply for a variety of uses
and this could make access more convenient for some travelers.

The Preferred Alternative avoids impacts on Mukilteo Station’s existing
commuter parking. Sound Transit is coordinating with the City of
Mukilteo to explore options to expand the supply of parking for the rail
station in later phases of the station development program.
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[-006-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying the reasons for your preference for Elliot Point 1. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The Preferred Alternative, which has a smaller footprint than the
Elliot Point 1 Alternative, would leave more space for potential
development by other parties.

Chapter 2 of the Draft EIS described the background behind why
WSDOT has not defined commuter parking as an integral element of the
project alternatives. The Final EIS updates the discussion in Chapter 2.
Chapter 8 of the Final EIS provides a response to the public comments
requesting parking as part of the project. Consistent with the WSDOT
Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), the alternatives are
designed to minimize the need for additional driving to the terminal.
Therefore, the build alternatives do not propose additional parking supply
for overnight or long-term use. The Final EIS does note that the City of
Mukilteo is investigating options for increasing parking supply for a
variety of uses and this could make access more convenient for some
travelers.
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Thank you for your comments regarding the state highways and roads.
Information about projects, such as the SR 520 bridge replacement, can
be found on WSDOT's website at http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/.
The Mukilteo Multimodal Project is proposed to improve the operations,
safety, and security of facilities at the Mukilteo ferry terminal.
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[-008-001

As described in Chapter 1, Purpose and Need, the project is not
proposing an increase in vehicle capacity for the route. The existing
facility is deficient in a number of aspects, including safety, multimodal
connectivity, capacity, and the ability to support the goals of local and
regional long-range transportation plans. It is for these reasons that the
Mukilteo Multimodal Project is proposed. The proposed project would not
cause an increase in traffic, but rather help address the anticipated
increase in travel demand on the Mukilteo-Clinton ferry route.

[-008-002

The purpose of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project is not to facilitate a
reservation system. Highway tolls or a reservation system are separate
considerations, and a decision regarding them would be made
independent of this project. Information about tolling in Washington State
can be found on WSDOT's website at: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/tolling/.

[-008-003

The presence of hazardous materials on the U.S. Air Force Tank Farm
property has been evaluated as described in the Draft EIS section 4.8,
Hazardous Materials. An updated discussion and additional information
is presented in the Final EIS section 4.8, Hazardous Materials. The
former Unocal pier is in Edmonds and was part of another project.
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Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and your
support for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has identified a modified version of the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was
based on several factors, including comments from members of the
public, agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the
project’s purpose and need while providing the best balance of
environmental benefits compared to effects. The Preferred Alternative
was also modified to increase the holding area to 266 spaces as
described in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
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[-010-001

Thank you for your comment supporting the Elliot Point alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative in the Final EIS.

[-010-002

The purpose of the Summary is to summarize the contents of the
environmental impact statement, including Chapter 2, Alternatives
Considered. Please see Final EIS Appendix E, Alternatives No Longer
Considered for a discussion of the project history that you mention. The
Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives History Through
2009 provides additional information and is available on the project's
website: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/Ferries/mukilteoterminal/
multimodal/library.htm.

[-010-003
Thank you for your comments.
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[-011-001

The EIS is focused on a comparison of environmental effects of the
proposed project and funding is an independent consideration. As
described in Chapter 1, Purpose and Need, the existing facility is
deficient in a number of aspects, including safety, multimodal
connectivity, capacity, and the ability to support the goals of local and
regional transportation and comprehensive plans. It is for these reasons
that WSDOT and FTA are proposing the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
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[-012-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors,
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

As described in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS, the Preferred Alternative has
been modified to further enhance the public shoreline access
opportunities. It also has a smaller footprint that allows additional
opportunities for public shoreline access.
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[-013-001

Chapter 3 of the Draft EIS in section 3.4, Construction Impacts,
discusses the potential impacts associated with the closure of the
terminal for the No-Build and Existing Site Improvements alternatives,
including qualitative statements about potential conditions in Edmonds.

[-013-002

WSDOT and FTA have identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2
Alternative as the Preferred Alternative in the Final EIS. This alternative
would not require closure of the existing ferry terminal. An additional
study of the effects of a terminal closure under the No Build or Existing
Site Improvements alternatives will not be conducted.
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[-014-001

Removing the existing ferry terminal pier and the Mukilteo Tank Farm
Pier would impact the wildlife currently living on and near these
structures. The long term environmental benefit of removing the
creosote-treated piles and contamination under these piers exceeds the
short term disruption. The Final EIS section 4.12, Ecosystems, provides
updated information about habitat conditions associated with the
Preferred Alternative, including mitigation and enhancement elements
that are proposed.

[-014-002

The Preferred Alternative, which has been identified as a modified
version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative, would not impact access to the
current SCUBA diving location.
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[-015-001

Thank you for your comments identifying your support of the Elliot Point
alternatives. WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot

Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based
on several factors including comments from members of the public,
agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s
purpose and need while providing the best balance of environmental
benefits compared to effects.
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[-016-001

Thank you for your comment. Appendix E, Alternatives No Longer
Considered, in the Final EIS documents that a floating or elevated bridge
across Possession Sound between Mukilteo and Clinton was considered
but not studied further. The shore-to-shore span of the bridge would be
approximately 2.76 miles, not including the support structures. This span
would be approximately 70 percent longer than the longest span
currently in existence. This concept is not feasible because of potential
environmental impacts and the high cost for such a structure. Appendix
E also describes the screening evaluation measures and results for the
project.

Additionally, the Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives
History Through 2009 (published by WSDOT in June 2010) documents a
bridge across Puget Sound was an alternative evaluated but not carried
forward.
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[-017-001

Multimodal connections, including improved connections to the train, are
a key element of the project's purpose and need. WSDOT has identified
a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. With the Preferred Alternative, the distance from the Ferry to
Mukilteo Station would be approximately 1,040 feet. People being
dropped off near the transit center would need to walk about 970 feet to
reach Mukilteo Station. This distance would be a little longer for people
being dropped off on the west end of the general public parking or a little
shorted if people are dropped off in the Sounder patron parking area.
Section 3.3.3 in the Final EIS updates the estimated walk distances for
the alternatives.

[-017-002

The new terminal will not include space for private businesses as part of
its design. There may be opportunity for new development on the
Mukilteo Tank Farm, but such development would be independent of this
project.
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[-018-001

The estimated cost range for the Preferred Alternative is discussed in
section S.4 in the Final EIS. The budget for the Mukilteo Multimodal
Project is $90.1 million, including a mix of state and federal funds. To
date, WSDOT has secured $29 million in federal grants and current
federal funding will allow the Ferries Division to complete the Final EIS.
Because of its multimodal emphasis, the project is competitive for
securing additional federal funding once the EIS process is complete.

Your concern about traffic volumes on SR 525 is understood. WSDOT is
working with the City of Mukilteo and other local agencies to address
public safety concerns. In considering future projects on corridors such
as SR 525, WSDOT seeks to operate these corridors efficiently and
manage demand before strategically adding capacity. At this time,
adding additional lanes to SR 525 between Paine Field and the Mukilteo
Terminal is not part of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project. The purpose of
this project is to provide safe, reliable, and efficient service and
connections at the Mukilteo Terminal between Island County and the
Seattle/Everett metropolitan area; please see section 1.4.1 Project
Purpose in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS. The multimodal aspect of this
project is meant to help address congestion in this area by encouraging
the use of various modes of transportation through better connections to
transit, rail, and ferries. As noted in Chapter 3, Transportation, the
project is not expected to increase vehicle volumes to the ferry
compared to No-Build.

[-018-002

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
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Alternative, including landscaping and public shoreline access.
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[-019-001

Thank you for your detailed comments regarding the project alternatives
and the reasons for your support of Elliot Point 1. Your stated goals are
generally consistent with the project's purpose and need. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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[-019-002

Issues related to existing safety and operations deficiencies, and
installing a new signalized intersection on the SR 525 corridor would be
considered as a separate project by WSDOT and the City of Mukilteo.
The Mukilteo Multimodal Project alternative's identify impacts where the
mulitmodal facilities would worsen conditions or where intersections
would not meet level of service standards. The transportation analysis in
Chapter 3 of the Draft EIS did not specifically analyze the Goat Trail
Road/SR 525 intersection, but did analyze the 76th Street W/SR 525
intersection. As described in Chapter 3, Transportation, none of the
alternatives would increase ferry vehicle traffic compared to No-Build.
The Preferred Alternative,as well as Elliot Point 1, would reduce queuing.
In addition, most of the delay at the intersections within the project's
study area is due to background growth (general growth in the area), not
the Mukilteo ferry terminal.

Please see section 3.7.1, Intersections Projected to Exceed Level of
Service Standards, in the Final EIS for a discussion of the intersections
projected to fall below level of service standards, and where mitigation
measures are warranted.
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[-020-001

Based on the goals for managing demand in the WSDOT Ferries
Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), a third boat is no longer planned
for this route.

WSDOT uses a variety of methods for notifying the public of service
changes; however, the removal of the steel electric ferries in 2007 was in
response to a safety emergency when inspections showed the older
vessels were unsafe.

1-020-002
Your comment is noted.

[-020-003

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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[-021-001

Queue lengths do vary throughout the year. Figure 3-2 in the Draft and
Final EIS, depicts the existing queue lengths along SR 525 and notes
that the conditions on the figure are: "As observed December 2010 for
weekday evenings. Longer queues often reported on weekends,
holidays, and during summer months."

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce impacts,
or improve other benefits. The refinements include shifting the layout of
the transit center, ferry berth, and several terminal buildings to provide
more room to store vehicles in holding lanes, which would help shorten
the length of typical queues back onto SR 525. Please refer to Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for additional information about the refinements to the
Preferred Alternative.

[-021-002

The purpose of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project is to improve operations
and facilities serving the mainland terminus of the Mukilteo-Clinton ferry
route. Improvements to SR 525 north of 92nd Street SW are beyond the
scope of the project and defined by the purpose and need. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

The holding area for the Preferred Alternative has been modified to
accommodate up to 266 vehicles, but a doubling of its capacity would
exceed system standards, increase costs, and worsen overall
environmental effects. Please see the Final EIS for more information on
the design refinements for the Preferred Alternative.
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[-022-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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[-023-001

Thank you for identifying your preference for Existing Site Improvements
and Elliot Point 2. The Ivar's would be displaced by the Existing Site
Improvements Alternative, but would remain with the Elliot Point 2
Alternative.

[-023-002

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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[-024-001

The Preferred Alternative, a modified version of the Elliot Point 2
Alternative, would not change access to the beach near the Silver Cloud
Inn. Current plans for the Mukilteo Multimodal Project do not include
SCUBA diving enhancements, such as underwater structures.

[-024-002

Removal of creosote-treated piles and any encountered contaminated
soils under the pier would be beneficial to the environment in the long
run. Mitigation for project effects will be developed in consultation with
tribes and regulatory agencies, and implemented to comply with state,
local, and federal regulations. Please see section 4.12, Ecosystems, of
the Final EIS for an updated discussion.
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[-025-001

Thank you for sharing this piece of Mukilteo history. WSDOT and FTA
hope that the Mukilteo Multimodal Project provides more ferry history in
Mukilteo.
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[-026-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference. WSDOT has identified a modified version of
the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision
was based on several factors including comments from members of the
public, agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the
project’s purpose and need while providing the best balance of
environmental benefits compared to effects.
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[-027-001

Thank you for your comment identifying your preference for Elliot
Point 2. The presentation materials at meetings were intended as a
summary; the Draft EIS itself provided additional information. Financial
information can also be found on WSDOT's website:
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/ferries/mukilteoterminal/multimodal/.

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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[-028-001

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. As described in Chapter 1, the purpose and need is focused on
meeting future demand through multimodal connections rather than
increasing vehicle capacity. Therefore, major new regional routes to the
Mukilteo waterfront would be beyond the scope of the project. The
Preferred Alternative's design can accommodate a second slip should
WSDOT decide to build one in the future; however, it is not part of the
current project.

Access through Japanese Gulch was considered earlier, but was
dropped from further analysis due to extensive environmental impacts.
Appendix E, Alternatives No Longer Considered, in the Final EIS
documents the alternatives considered but not studied further and
describes the screening evaluation measures and results for the project.
Additionally, the Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives
History Through 2009 (published by WSDOT in June 2010 and available
on the project's website: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/Ferries/
mukilteoterminal/multimodal/library.htm) documents the project's
development of concepts and alternatives.
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[-029-001

Thank you for identifying your preference for Elliot Point 1. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

The Preferred Alternative would extend First Street from SR 525 to the
Mount Baker railroad crossing. Once the shoreline access area near the
Mount Baker Terminal is open, pedestrians and bicyclists would be able
to access the waterfront using this crossing.
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Thank you for your comments identifying your preference for Elliot Point
2. WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2
Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on
several factors including comments from members of the public,
agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s
purpose and need while providing the best balance of environmental
benefits compared to effects.
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[-031-001

Thank you for identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. Maintaining the existing dock in a safe and usable condition
would not be viable, as a complete replacement would be needed, and
would also preclude potential redevelopment of the existing terminal
area.
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