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RESPONSE T03-024 

Section 7 consultation was initiated with the Services and the project’s 
commitments to the necessary performance measures, and terms and conditions 
of the Biological Opinion issued by the Services, will be included in the federal 
Record of Decision regarding the project. 

 

RESPONSE T03-025 

An analysis of the potential occurrence of migratory birds in the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act (MBTA) study area was conducted for the project and is discussed 
in section 3.4 of the FEIS. 

 

RESPONSE T03-026 

Trees and shrubs when present adjacent to the alignment will be preserved 
wherever possible for esthetic value, providing roadway clear-zone and sight 
distance requirements are met. 

 

RESPONSE T03-027 

Please see response to comment T03-024, above. 

 

RESPONSE T03-028 

A description of existing vegetation and impacts to vegetation has been updated 
and is described by sub-basin in section 3.4 of the FEIS. 

 

RESPONSE T03-029 

Please see response to comment T03-024, above. 

 

RESPONSE T03-030 

The 50-foot buffer is based on the extent of existing riparian function in the 
study area.  Proposed riparian restoration buffers range between 150 and 400 
feet wide. 
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RESPONSE T03-031 

FHWA and WSDOT are committed to maintaining an open line of 
communication with the Tribe throughout the design and construction phases of 
this project. 

RESPONSE T03-032 

The Carson Chestnut Tree appears eligible to the Washington Heritage Register, 
and WSDOT has committed to protecting the Carson Chestnut Tree.  The 
Aquatic Habitat Guidelines Project (AHG) and the Integrated Streambank 
Protection Guidelines (ISPG) recommend a buffer-zone width of 200 feet on 
each side of the stream for channels between five to 20 feet wide, i.e. Hylebos 
Creek and Wapato Creek; and a buffer width of 150 on each side of the stream 
for channels that are less than five feet wide, i.e. Surprise Lake Drain. WSDOT 
has also made the commitment to make every reasonable effort to 
protect/preserve existing native riparian trees or plants.   

RESPONSE T03-033 

In collaboration with stakeholders such as the Tribe, the RRP has been further 
described in sections 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, and 3.17 of the FEIS.  Future design of the 
RRP will be coordinated with the Tribe through the RRP Technical Advisory 
Group. 

RESPONSE T03-034 

If possible, proposed bridges or culverts over Hylebos, Surprise Lake Drain, and 
Wapato Creek (including Wapato Creek’s associated wetlands) will completely 
span these waterbodies’ ordinary high water mark (OHWM), minimizing in-
water work.  Also, please see response to comment T03-018. 

RESPONSE T03-035 

Steps taken to avoid and then minimize impacts to wetlands, streams, and 
floodplains have been clarified in sections 3.2 and 3.3 of the FEIS.  The Tribe 
has reviewed a Conceputal Mitigation Plan.  A final mitigation plan addressing 
wetland, stream, and floodplain mitigation measures will be developed prior to 
construction. 

RESPONSE T03-036 

This was evaluated to the extent that low flow augmentation can be attributed to 
increased floodplain storage and/or increased infiltration. 
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RESPONSE T03-037 

Compliance with Section 106 must be completed prior to issuing the Tier II 
FEIS.  The Section 106 consultation is complete for this project.  The affected 
tribes have been consulted on the Potential Area of Effect (APE).  A 
Memorandum of Agreement between the Puyallup Tribe, the State Historic 
Preservation Office, COE, FHWA and WSDOT meeting the requirements of 
Section 106 is included in the FEIS. 

RESPONSE T03-038 

A variety of map and literature sources were consulted for cultural resources 
identification and predictive modeling purposes and are reflected in the FEIS.  
Consultation efforts with the Tribe is clarified. 

RESPONSE T03-039 

The cultural resources discipline reports present professional opinions regarding 
cultural resource eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places 
and therefore the potential of the proposed undertaking to affect historic 
properties.  In addition, affect assessments and recommendations are provided.  
The discipline report findings are subject to review and comment by SHPO, 
Indian Tribes and other interested parties. 

RESPONSE T03-040 

The FEIS is revised to include additional information developed through 
consultation with the Puyallup Tribe. 

RESPONSE T03-041 

This information has been corrected in the FEIS document. 

RESPONSE T03-042 

The entire SR 167 project area is within the external boundaries of the Puyallup 
Indian Reservation.  The archeological site has been determined eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places and therefore WSDOT will 
design the project to ensure that the site is not adversely affected. 
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RESPONSE T03-043 

Per compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966 (as amended), the SR 167 Area of Potential Effect (APE) was investigated 
for all cultural resources types, including previously recorded and yet 
unidentified historic buildings, historic sites, and prehistoric sites. 

RESPONSE T03-044 

The "single probable prehistoric artifact" was found in a shovel probe on a 
residential building lot that contained a substantial amount of fill from an 
unknown location.  The artifact does not otherwise appear associated with the 
property.  Shovel testing on this lot produced no other possible artifacts. 

RESPONSE T03-045 

Nowhere in the SR 167 APE, are there enough historic properties of sufficient 
quantify and quality to define a NRHP historic district.  In addition, the APE 
included many modern-contemporary intrusions that would compromise any 
potential historic district. 

RESPONSE T03-046 

All project cultural resources within the SR 167 project APE are within the 
external boundaries of the Puyallup Indian Reservation.  The Puyallup Tribe has 
been invited to comment on the project including the content of the cultural 
resources discipline reports. 

RESPONSE T03-047 

Satisfying Section 106 requirements will also satisfy Section 4(f) requirements 
for archaeological resources eligible for the NRHP. 

RESPONSE T03-048 

No properties have been listed or determined eligible to the Pierce County 
Register.  Project effects on cultural resources are assessed per Section 106 and 
as such only those resources listed or determined eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places are afforded protection. 

RESPONSE T03-049 

An Archaeological Monitoring Plan, including a geological model, detailing 
personnel and methodologies for locating deeply buried cultural resources 
potentially associated with ancient ground surfaces will be developed during 
final design. 
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RESPONSE T03-050 

Please see Chapter 5 of the FEIS. 

RESPONSE T03-051 

Impacts from the project corridor include the I-5 Interchange because there are 
no alternative interchange options at this location. 

RESPONSE T03-052 

Of all the historic resources evaluated in the SR 167 APE, only five (27-4114, 
27-4125, 27-4154, 27-4160 and Fife A1) were determined to be eligible to the 
NRHP.  Prehistoric site 45PI488 was also determined to be eligible to the 
NRHP.  The Carson Chestnut Tree appears eligible to the Washington Heritage 
Register.  No properties have been listed or determined eligible to the Pierce 
County Register.  Per Section 106 only those properties that are listed in or 
determined eligible for the NRHP are afforded protection; however, WSDOT 
has committed to protecting the Carson Chestnut Tree as well. 

RESPONSE T03-053 

Nowhere within the SR 167 APE are there enough historic properties of 
sufficient quantify and quality to define a NRHP historic district.  In addition, 
the APE included many modern-contemporary intrusions that would preclude 
any potential historic district designation. 

RESPONSE T03-054 

Stormwater leaving WSDOT right-of-way during operations would be subject 
to detention, treatment or other controls that would avoid or minimize potential 
impacts to soil and groundwater adjacent the project. Placement of additional 
fill after the construction of the project would be subject to further 
environmental review and WSDOT’s limited access right-of-way would tend to 
minimize public and private activity that could harm “vulnerable” resources. 

RESPONSE T03-055 

Please see response to comment T03-049, above. 
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RESPONSE T04-001 

 The Valley Avenue Interchange Option is the environmentally preferred option 
with the least amount of impact to adjacent properties. Your name will be added 
to the project mailing list. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




