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Why should I use this guidance? 

As a permit applicant, you need to understand what information is required when submitting a 
JARPA to the regulatory agencies. Each agency has different needs and requirements, depending 
on the permit you are seeking and the activities you are proposing. Simply filling out a JARPA 
form does not ensure that your permit application will be complete, because there are a number 
of regulatory requirements that require the applicant to attach technical reports and drawings to 
the application. This guidance was developed specifically for WSDOT and therefore it includes 
links to documents, processes, and protocols specific to WSDOT. If you adhere to this guidance, 
it will improve your likelihood of having a complete application and drawings, which in turn 
should reduce permitting delays and surprises associated with incomplete JARPA submittals.  

How can I use this guidance? 

Permit applicants for WSDOT projects should consider this guidance early in the design stage 
prior to the JARPA submittal. You can use this guidance to develop permitting schedules and 
timelines. You can also use this guidance to perform internal quality assurance and quality 
control checks just before submitting a JARPA to the agencies. You should also consider this 
guidance when developing a scope a work for consultants, hired by WSDOT to help obtain 
permits, to clearly define roles and responsibilities and to establish expectations. 

Did the permitting agencies assist with the development of this guidance? 

Yes, WSDOT worked with the U.S Army Corps of Engineers, Washington State Department of 
Ecology, and the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife to develop the guidance.       

Who will maintain and update this guidance? 

The WSDOT Environmental Services Office, Permitting and Compliance Program Manager, 
Eric Wolin, will be responsible for maintaining and updating the guidance. The guidance will be 
updated on a yearly basis to incorporate comments and to reflect new policies and regulatory 
changes. If you have any questions or comments feel free to contact Eric Wolin at (360) 705-
7487. 
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