For More Information
Chris Tams, WSDOT Project Manager
(360) 759-1310
1-(866) 279-0730
SwGorge@wsdot.wa.gov

What’s next?

ver the summer, WSDOT will move forward with the
SR 502 Corridor Widening Project. Upcoming tasks

include:

* Conduct federally mandated environmental analysis of

the proposed on-corridor alignment
www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR502/Widening/

* Develop and review intersection designs

* Fall open house
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IMPROVING SAFETY ¢ INCREASING CAPACITY » REDUCING CONGESTION
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June 14 open house

Widening project to stay on corridor

Public input, business and
environmental issues drive
decision to widen SR 502 on
the existing alignment

fter considering several alternatives

to create a wider, safer State Route
502 from I-5 to Battle Ground, the
Washington State Department of
Transportation (WSDOT) will widen
on the existing corridor.

The decision was made after a
variety of alignment alternatives were
developed
and the
community

had an
opportunity
to review and
comment on
them at four
open houses.
Some of the
alternatives
included off-
corridor alignments north or south
of the existing alignment. “This
project is a very large investment,”
said WSDOT Region Engineer Bart
Gernhart. “Making sure we looked
at all possible options, and including

* Why the project is
needed

* What you told us

* Measuring the
alternatives

* Project timeline

the public while doing so, was very
important to the project team.”

Effective Community Involvement

In addition to a preliminary
environmental analysis of the

66

Making sure we looked at all
possible options, and including
the public while doing so, was
very important to the project

team. ’ ,

on- and off-corridor alternatives,
public comments played a key role
in the final decision. In particular,
the input of business owners in
the Dollars Corner area helped
WSDOT consider the situation
differently. Usually, business owners
would argue against being displaced
by such a project. In this case, many
business owners said the off-corridor
alternatives would have a far more
negative impact on them than
widening the existing highway.
Beginning in February, WSDOT
held four open houses and attended
meetings with businesses and
community members. At the same
time, it began to explore the various
alternatives to build a better SR 502.
Opver the spring, the alternatives
evolved as input from engineers,
environmental professionals, and the
public was considered.

In June, the on-corridor
alternatives were refined to a single
new alternative which would
displace fewer residential and
business properties. While wetlands,

homes, and businesses would still

be affected, there are fewer impacts
than anticipated in the original on-
corridor alignments. This alternative
will continue to be refined to further
reduce those impacts.

The off-corridor alternatives were
found to present potentially greater
negative environmental impacts than

originally thought.
Safety is key project goal

As the project moves forward,
safety will continue to be a primary
concern. The final design will add
two additional travel lanes and
include median barriers to separate
the highway. To further improve
safety, WSDOT will purchase access
control, in which the state reimburses
property owners for limiting access
to their land. Access control restricts
the use of a driveway, or access to the
highway, to match current zoning,.

Fall 2007

At the fifth open house we will
report back to the community on:

* results of the analysis of the
on-corridor alternative

* details of the preferred
alternative

* next steps for the project

You will receive a postcard reminder at least
two weeks prior to the next open house.
Public meeting details also are posted online at
www.wsdot.wa.gov/Regions/South West/Events



T h e I n te rCh u n g e The I-5/SR 502 Interchange is currently under construction and scheduled for completion in 2009.
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MQ[[I_er The SR 502 Corridor Widening Project is in the environmental analysis phase and scheduled to start construction in 2012.

What you told us

A t four community open houses earlier this year, scores of local residents told WSDOT their thoughts and concerns about the

hy the project is needed

project and proposed alternatives. These comments provided valuable information and perspective as WSDOT considered the
merits of the various alternatives.

Many of the comments focused on the advantages and disadvantages of the different alternatives. Concerns were expressed for
impacts on homes, neighborhoods, businesses, property values, birds, fish, habitat, wetlands, streams, and farmland. Advice was

he purpose of the SR 502 Corridor Widening Project is to improve safety and mobility

along the SR 502 Corridor between |-5 and Battle Ground. It also will improve regional

nnectivity in northern Clark County.

ver the years, traffic congestion on the corridor has grown worse as population in the
rea increased. This has resulted in an above-average rate of collisions on the corridor.
ongestion, collisions, and travel time along the corridor will continue to increase if

provements are not made.

also offered on such topics as access control, intersections, utility impacts, and avoiding wetlands.

People also provided useful feedback via phone calls, letters, emails, and in conversations with project staff at the open houses
and meetings with local business owners.

Measuring the alternatives

0 ver the spring, the project team developed five on-corridor and two off-corridor alternatives. Each alternative was measured
against a variety of criteria, including: achieving safety improvement and congestion relief; meeting WSDOT design standards;
driveway and intersection conflict points; travel time; business displacements; residential displacements; wetland effects; stream,
pond, and lake crossings; and potential contaminated sites.

Project Timeline

By mid-June, the seven alternatives were narrowed to three and presented at the June 14 open house. After meeting with and
listening to the community, and after evaluating environmental impacts, WSDOT staff decided to move forward with the single
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on-corridor alternative.

Fall Spring Summer
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[ HES T

¢ Detailed study of on-
corridor alternative

¢ Refinement of intersection
design.

* Open House #5
(results of analysis of on-
corridor alternative)

* Refinement of design

e Study environmental effects
of preliminary design

* Open House #6
(Public review of
Environmental Assessment)

* Open House #7
(Public review of Access
and Right of Way Plan and
Environmental Assessment)

e Access Hearing

Advance on-corridor alternative

Jor further study

Present further study and
recommended build alternative

Prepare federally mandated Environmental Assessment (NEPA)

Federal Highway Administration
INEPA decision

* Right of way phase begins

* Begin construction

¢ Complete construction

*National Environmental Policy Act




