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Upcoming Publication Schedule: There will only be one issue of the Hybrid Report 
each month for October, November, and December. We will publish on the 15th of those 
months, but will not publish the edition that normally appears on the 30th. The editor is 
involved in an international literary conference at the end of October, while vacation 
plans for the entire Hybrid Report staff make editions on the 30th of November and 
December impossible. 
 
NATIONAL HYBRID, ELECTRIC, AND PLUG-IN HYBRID VEHICLE SALES FOR SEPTEMBER 
 
 Sales for hybrid, electric, and plug-in hybrid cars muddled along in September, 
regardless of HybridCars’ (Cobb, October 2, 2015) contradictory review of the numbers. 
Sales for September were down from August; however, that is normal seasonality. More 
importantly, sales were up from September 2014. That may have more to do with tricks 
of the calendar and the way sales are reported. Last September, Labor Day and Labor 
Day Sales were credited to August. This year, Labor Day was well within September, so 
the big sales weekend went to September.  
 
 Hybrid car sales were led, as usual by the three Prius models. Those sales were 
down significantly from August, but up, just as significantly from September last year. 
Over 70% of the hybrids sold were Toyotas, while 49.5% of all hybrids sold were Prii. 
There is not much else of import to report about hybrid sales, other than of the 170 Lexus 
NX 300 hybrids sold in September, one was bought by the Editor, who traded in his ten-
year-old Prius. Hybrid sales accounted for 2.24% of all new car sales.  
 
 While electric cars are just a sliver of sales in comparison to hybrids, September 
sales were up over both August 2015 and September 2014. The Tesla Model S took 

mailto:smithtm@wsdot.wa.gov
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almost 36% of electric car sales, selling twice as many cars as was sold in August. The 
second highest selling electric was the BMW i3, which accounted for one quarter of the 
electric cars sold. The Leaf dropped to third place. Tesla also introduced the Model X 
(read more later on in the report) and sold six. Electric cars took 0.47% of the new car 
market. 
 
 Plug-in hybrid cars turned in less than stellar numbers.  However, like hybrids, 
plug-in sales were lower than August but above September 2014. The Volt led the sector, 
with 31.2 % of the sales, but it did not even sell 950 cars. The two Ford plug-in cars 
accounted for half the plug-in sales. Plug-ins accounted for 0.21% of new car sales.    
 
 The three sectors, combined, accounted for 2.92% of the new car market, about 
where it’s been all year.  
   
HYBRIDS 
   
 Even though we continue to see reports in the media about the demise, decrease, 
and downsizing of the hybrid and electric vehicle markets, 10% of September’s Beemer 
sales were hybrid or electric, BMWBlog (Boeriu, October 1, 2015) blogged. BMW will 
also introduce a new plug in hybrid, the 328e in November and the 740e hybrid later next 
year.  
 
 Volkswagen, as a result of its diesel debacle, is shifting its emphasis from diesel 
to plug-in hybridization, electric cars, and mild hybrids, the company (October 10, 2015) 
said in a press release. Volkswagen will also make changes to its diesel engines and 
exhaust systems, but, their focus will be developing electric systems that can be used on 
all of their cars. They also will develop the fully electric Phaeton, which will 
Volkswagen’s flagship automobile.  
 
 Have you noticed that while hybrid cars make up 76% of the hybrid/electric/plug-
in market, the electric vehicle stories make up about 75% of the press? 
 
ELECTRIC VEHICLES 
 
 Tesla has delivered its first Model X electric SUVs, Automotive News Europe 
(Reuters, September 30, 2015) reported. The seven passenger vehicle was two years 
behind schedule. So far, 25,000 orders are in for the car, but it will take about a year to 
get those orders to customers. The Model X has two electric motors and travels 250 miles 
on a charge. The car can cost up to $144,000.   
 
 The Idaho National Laboratory has just completed the world’s largest electric car 
charger infrastructure analysis and has come up with some interesting results. The three-
year study had 8,300 plug-in vehicles participate in 22 regions around the country. The 
study found that most car charging is done at home, work, and finally at various hotspots. 

http://www.bmwblog.com/2015/10/01/nearly-10-of-all-bmw-passenger-cars-sold-us-in-september-are-electric-or-hybrids/
http://www.volkswagenag.com/content/vwcorp/info_center/en/news/2015/10/VW_Effizienz.html
http://europe.autonews.com/article/20150930/ANE/150939996/tesla-begins-deliveries-of-model-x-electric-suv-to-take-on-luxury?cciid=email-ane-daily


 
 
The Hybrid Vehicle and Alternative Fuel Report                                ISSN 1946-1011 
October 15, 2015                                                                                                                                      3 
  

 © 2015 Washington State Department of Transportation  

The conclusion of the study is that charging stations should be concentrated in those 
places. The study also found that chargers charge more often at work if there is no charge 
for charging or if chargers are not required to move their cars after charging. The study 
also makes recommendations on positioning certain types of chargers, for instance, the 
study found that fast chargers are used most frequently, but get the most use near freeway 
exists. Level one and two chargers are more effective where people park for long periods. 
A twenty-four page summary of the study, Plugged In: How Americans Charge Their 
Vehicles can be found here: http://avt.inel.gov/pdf/arra/SummaryReport.pdf, while a two 
page summary and the full report can be found here: http://avt.inel.gov/summaryreport.shtml. 
Hybrid Report subscriber Tom Banse alerted us to this report.  
 
 Even as more jurisdictions in the United States are ending electric-car subsidies, 
the Province of Quebec announced that, as part of its five-year vehicle electrification 
plan, it will continue to provide subsidies of up to $8,000 (Canadian, $6,408, US) on 
purchases of electric or hybrid cars, the Montreal Gazette (Meagher, October 10, 2015) 
gave. The five-year plan calls for 100,000 electric cars in Quebec by 2020. Currently half 
the electric cars sold in Canada are sold in Quebec.  
   
ALTERNATIVE FUELS  
  
  Even though oil is cheap at the moment, the Lincoln (Nebraska) Journal Star 
(Bergin, September 29, 2015) points out that sometime in the future, “it might not be,” so 
Ethanol research is still a thing. Particularly at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln where 
a $13.5 million Department of Energy grant is funding research into growing sorghum for 
biofuels. In particular, the program is looking at growing energy sorghum, which grows 
quickly, and has potential to grow in poor soil. 
 
 Santa Clara County in California opened a Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) 
fueling station at the beginning of October, Government Fleet (October 12, 2015) floated. 
While the County will use the station to fuel its own vehicle fleet, the station is opened to 
the public. Trillium CNG will operate the station under contract. The County believes the 
CNG station will save $7,500 in fuel costs in the first year.  
 
 Toyota plans to sell 30,000 fuel cell vehicles per year by 2020, Reuters (Tajitsu, 
October 14, 2015) reports. It has sold 350 so far this year. Toyota plans to produce 2,000 
this year and 3,000 next year. In comparison, Toyota plans to sell 1.5 million hybrids 
each year by 2020. Toyota sold 1.26 million hybrids world-wide in 2014. Toyota thinks 
that there will be no cars running on conventional motors by 2050. We will let you know 
how that turns out. 
 
 Four of the 350 fuel cell vehicles Toyota has sold ended up in Transport for 
London’s (TfL) support fleet, Fleetworld (Middleton, October 13, 2015) says. The 
vehicles will be used by engineering and maintenance people to do work at bus stops and 

http://avt.inel.gov/pdf/arra/SummaryReport.pdf
http://avt.inel.gov/summaryreport.shtml
http://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/quebec-announces-five-year-car-electrification-program
http://journalstar.com/news/local/education/unl-to-lead-million-research-effort-to-enhance-sorghum-for/article_4b8dae1e-740b-5741-9d2b-6d402863620b.html
http://www.government-fleet.com/news/story/2015/10/calif-county-opens-public-access-cng-station.aspx?utm_campaign=enews-monday-new-20151012&utm_medium=Enewsletter&utm_source=Email
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/10/14/toyota-environment-idUSL3N12E2N020151014
http://fleetworld.co.uk/news/2015/Oct/Transport-for-London-to-take-first-Toyota-Mirai-fuel-cell-electric-vehicles/0434021998
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subway stations. Greentomatocars, a London limousine service is slated to add eight 
Toyota fuel cell cars by December.  
 
COMING TO A LOCATION NEAR YOU: The latest news on new charging stations 
which may or may not be somewhere close to you. 
   
 United States: The Great Smoky Mountains National Park has installed Signet 
fast chargers at two visitor centers The Daily Times (Davis, October 1, 2015) tells. The 
Oconaluftee Visitors Center, where one of the chargers is located, is in North Carolina, 
while the Sugarland Visitors Center, the other location, is in Tennessee. 
 
 Even though the state of Georgia has ended its electric car subsidies and 
incentives, Georgia Power opened 11 new charging stations in Atlanta, Athens, and 
Savannah, Utility Dive (Walton, October 2, 2015) divulges. The 11 chargers include a 
mix of fast and level 2 chargers. The fast chargers cost $4.95 for the first 20 minutes and 
25 cents for each minute thereafter. The level 2 chargers cost $1 per hour for the first 
three hours, then 10 cents per minute. Georgia Power plans to open an additional 50 
chargers over the next year. Georgia Power offers a $500 rebate to businesses that install 
electric chargers. 
 
 College town Blacksburg, Virginia, home of the fighting Hokies of Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute, is getting a fast charger in the municipality’s municipal building 
parking lot, National Public Radio station WTF (Harris, October 12, 2015) broadcasted. 
The charger is, apparently, part of the Virginia Clean Cities initiative. 
 
 Another Virginia college town, Charlottesville, opened three new chargers, The 
Daily Progress (Staff, October 12, 2015) prods. The chargers are at Lee Park, the 
Homewood Suites, and a parking lot on Water Street.  
 
 Around the World: Electric car drivers in Hyndburn, England, north of 
Manchester, can charge their cars for free at the new charging station near Accrington 
Town Hall, the Lancashire Telegraph (October 2, 2015) wired. Another charger is 
planned for the new bus station.  
 
 Moscow, the one in Russia and not next door in Idaho, installed its first electric 
charger near Paveletsky Station, The Moscow Times (Bazenkova, October 6, 2015) 
mentions. Moscow plans chargers at 50 locations over the next four months and 150 
chargers by the end of next year.  
 
OTHER TECHNOLOGY 
 
  Once again, we’ve come up short. 
    

http://www.thedailytimes.com/news/park-installs-fast-charging-stations-for-electric-vehicles/article_5c0adaa2-7bbb-5b5c-b8cc-3fc6a085a2dd.html
http://www.utilitydive.com/news/georgia-power-opens-11-ev-charging-stations-with-more-planned/406654/
http://wvtf.org/post/blacksburg-gets-high-speed-charger-electric-vehicles#stream/0
http://www.dailyprogress.com/news/local/more-local-charging-stations-for-electric-vehicles-opening-tuesday/article_c0b80440-713f-11e5-a13b-5f0775aa775a.html
http://www.dailyprogress.com/news/local/more-local-charging-stations-for-electric-vehicles-opening-tuesday/article_c0b80440-713f-11e5-a13b-5f0775aa775a.html
http://www.lancashiretelegraph.co.uk/news/13799697.Electric_vehicles_can_be_powered_up_at_Hyndburn_s_first_charging_point/
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/business/article/first-moscow-parking-lot-equipped-with-electric-ar-charger/537417.html
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SUBSCRIBING TO The Hybrid Report. The Hybrid Vehicle and Alternative Fuel Report (ISSN: 1946-1011) is published in 
Olympia, Washington on or about the 15th and 30th of each month, except for those months we publish on a different date. The Report 
is available on the WSDOT website by clicking this link. From there, you can download the current issue in a PDF, look at back 
issues, or subscribe to a notification service that lets you know when a fresh issue has been posted to the website. You may also click 
this link to subscribe or contact the editor at smithtm@wsdot.wa.gov who can add you to the subscription list. 
 
 
More fine print: The Hybrid Vehicle and Alternative Fuel Report (ISSN: 1946-1011) is not responsible for hyperlinks that do not 
work or are inactive. All links worked when created, however, many news outlets archive or move reports soon after publication, so 
it’s not our problem that you can’t get to the cited article, so don’t call or email to complain. It will be much like teaching a pig to 
sing: it will waste your time and irritate the pig. The appearance of articles, products, opinions, humor (such as it is), and links in this 
summary does not constitute an endorsement of the same by the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), my wife, 
or my cat (especially not my cat, who has no sense of humor. She’s a cat). Except as otherwise noted, WSDOT holds the copyright to 
The Hybrid Report. Photos and other artwork in The Report are included with express permission of the copyright holders of those 
works or the work is in the public domain. Further reproduction or distribution of copyrighted material is not authorized without 
permission of the original copyright holder. Merely acknowledging the source is not sufficient and does not excuse reproducing 
copyrighted material without permission. It’s not that hard to ask for and get permission. So there. Use only as directed; batteries not 
included. In the interest of full disclosure, the editor of this summary drives a Lexus NX 300h hybrid, while Mrs. Hybrid Report 
Editor drives a Lexus HS 250h hybrid. We are not saying you should get either one.  
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