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ITEM:



REASON:

Traffic Regulation to prohibit hitchhiking and pedestrians on US 2, Stevens Pass from milepost 60.15 to 66.24 eastbound and westbound.

WSDOT Maintenance, Traffic and the WSP recommend that this section of US 2 prohibit pedestrians and hitchhiking from November 1st to April 15th annually.
In this area pedestrians on the shoulder during this time of year create a potential hazard to themselves and to vehicular traffic.  The safety concern to the pedestrians is that they are on the highway shoulders adjacent to high snow walls with no escape from errant vehicles, avalanches or snow removal equipment.
The safety concern to vehicles that stop to pick up pedestrians is that they often times have trouble regaining traction when starting forward again which increases the potential of rear end collisions, traffic congestion and vehicles making evasive maneuvers.
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Dan Sarles
REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR
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