Foreword

This manual has been prepared to provide Washington State Depariment of Transportation
(WSDOT) bridge design engineers w'th a guid to the design crteria analys: method , nd
detail ng procedure for the preparation of highway bridge and structure construction plans,
specificat'ons, and estimate

tis notintended to be a textbook on structural eng eerng. t a guide to accep ble WSDOT
practce, Thi manual does not cover all conceivable problems tha m y arise, but is intended to
be suffciently comprehens ve o, along with sound engineer ng judgm nt, prov de a safe guide
for bridg engineering.

A thoroug  knowledge of the contents of this manual s essential for a h gh degree of efficiency
in the eng neering of WSDOT highway structur s

This loo e le fform of this manual fac litates modifications and d itons New provi ion and
revisions will be issued from time to time to keep this gu de curre t. Suggestions for
improvement and upda ing the manual are always welcome.

All manual medifications must be approved by the Bridge De ign Engineer

The Federal Highway Admin’stration has agreed to apprave designs that follow the guidance n
he Bridge Design Manual therefore, follow ng the guidanc 1s mandatory for state h ghway
projects When proposed designs meet the requirements contained n the Bridge Design
Manual little additional documentation s requi ed

The electronic version of th s document s available at
www.wsdot.wa gov/publications/manuals/m23-50.htm
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