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Chapter 4	 Mobile Operations

Mobile work zones are work activities that typically move along the road either 
intermittently or continuously and the transition area moves with the operation. 
Frequent short stops may be used for pothole patching, litter bag pickup, herbicide 
spraying, lane marker replacement or other similar operations. Channelizing 
devices, truck mounted signs or Portable Changeable Message Signs (PCMS), 
warning lights and flaggers may be needed for these operations.

Mobile work zones also include slow moving operations where workers and 
equipment move along the road without stopping. Operations such as sweeping 
and paint striping are typical mobile operations. The warning signs move ahead 
with the work, usually mounted on a shadow vehicle. Truck mounted signs or 
PCMS, Truck Mounted Attenuator (TMA), and warning lights are some of the 
devices that may be used for moving operations. Messages for truck mounted 
PCMSs should conform to standard work messages whenever possible. Contact 
the Region Traffic Office Staff for assistance with selecting appropriate messages.

Mobile work zones are well suited to maintenance operations and can be an 
efficient way to accomplish many types of work, but due to the moving nature 
of these operations it is imperative that the crew is carefully coordinated. 
Careful consideration of traffic and roadway conditions as they relate to the 
specific operation must be done prior to starting work.

Many work operations that may have been previously conducted as short-term 
operations can be significantly improved by converting to a mobile operation. 
Contact the Region Traffic Office for assistance. 

The following TCPs depict typical examples of mobile work zones:

TCP 22	 Typical Mobile Left Shoulder Closed (Freeway Application)
(For work operations that can be accomplished on the shoulder 
without encroachment into the adjacent lanes.)

TCP 23	 Typical Mobile Left-Lane Operation (Freeway Application)
(For work operations on the left shoulder or in the lane.)

TCP 24	 Typical Mobile Middle-Lane Operation (Freeway Application)
(For multi-lane freeway applications where the work takes place 
in the middle lanes, this plan depicts a mobile double left-lane 
closure operation.)

TCP 25	 Typical Mobile Lane Closure Operation on a Two-Lane Roadway
(For mobile operations on a rural two-lane, two-way roadway with 
“in lane” work.)

TCP 26	 Typical Mobile Shoulder Closure Operation on a Two-Lane Roadway
(For mobile operations on a rural two-lane, two-way roadway with 
no encroachment.)
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TCP 22 – Typical Mobile Left Shoulder Closed (Freeway Application)
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TCP 23 – Typical Mobile Left-Lane Operation (Freeway Application)



Page 4-4	 WSDOT Work Zone Traffic Control Guidelines for Maintenance Operations  M 54-44.05 
	 December 2014

Mobile Operations	 Chapter 4

TCP 24 – Typical Mobile Middle-Lane Operation (Freeway Application)
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TCP 25 – Typical Mobile Lane Closure Operation on a Two-Lane Roadway
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TCP 26 – Typical Mobile Shoulder Closure Operation on a Two-Lane Roadway
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