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	 Geotechnical Reporting and Documentation

	
	
	
	

Report

	
	
	

General 
Format

	
	

+Type of 
Certification 

Required

Who Certifies?
	

Designer 
and 

Report 
Writer

Primary 
Licensed 
Technical 

Reviewer or 
Supervisor

State Geotech. Engineer 
(SGE), Chief Foundation 
Engineer (CFE), or Chief 
Engineering Geologist 

(CEG)
Preliminary 
Bridge Report

Memorandum PE seal, dated 
but not signed

Seal if 
licensed

Seal Seal if acting as primary 
technical reviewer, or if 
final recommendations are 
influenced by the review at 
this level

Final Bridge 
Report

Formal bound 
report

PE seal, signed 
and dated 
(+LEG optional)

Seal if 
licensed

Seal Seal if acting as primary 
technical reviewer, or if 
final recommendations are 
influenced by the review at 
this level

Preliminary 
Ferry 
Terminals, 
Docks, etc.

Memorandum PE seal, dated 
but not signed

Seal if 
licensed

Seal Seal if acting as primary 
technical reviewer, or if 
final recommendations are 
influenced by the review at 
this level

Final Ferry 
Terminals, 
Docks, etc.

Formal bound 
report

PE seal, signed 
and dated 
(+LEG optional)

Seal if 
licensed

Seal Seal if acting as primary 
technical reviewer, or if 
final recommendations are 
influenced by the review at 
this level

Retaining Wall/
Reinforced 
Slope Report

*Formal bound 
report

PE seal, signed 
and dated 
(+LEG optional)

Seal if 
licensed

Seal Seal if acting as primary 
technical reviewer, or if 
final recommendations are 
influenced by the review at 
this level

Line Work 
Report (cuts, 
fills, etc.)

*Formal bound 
report

PE seal, signed 
and dated, or 
both PE and 
LEG seals, 
depending 
on geologic 
complexity

Seal if 
licensed

Seal Seal if acting as primary 
technical reviewer, or if 
final recommendations are 
influenced by the review at 
this level

Table 23-1  WSDOT geotechnical report certification and format requirements.
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Geotechnical Reporting and Documentation

	
	
	
	

Report

	
	
	

General Format

	
	

+Type of 
Certification 

Required

Who Certifies?
	

Designer 
and 

Report 
Writer

Primary 
Licensed 
Technical 

Reviewer or 
Supervisor

State Geotech. 
Engineer (SGE), 
Chief Foundation 
Engineer (CFE), or 
Chief Engineering 
Geologist (CEG)

Small Foundation 
Report (signals, 
noise walls, etc.)

Memorandum, 
unless otherwise 
requested

PE seal, signed 
and dated

Seal if 
licensed

Seal Seal if acting as 
primary technical 
reviewer, or if final 
recommendations 
are influenced by the 
review at this level

Ponds, 
Environmental 
Mitigation

Memorandum, 
unless otherwise 
requested

PE seal, signed 
and dated, or 
both PE and LEG 
seals, depending 
on geologic 
complexity

Seal if 
licensed

Seal Seal if acting as 
primary technical 
reviewer, or if final 
recommendations 
are influenced by the 
review at this level

Structure 
Preservation 
(bridges, walls, 
etc.) Reports

Memorandum, 
unless otherwise 
requested

PE seal, signed 
and dated (+LEG 
optional)

Seal if 
licensed

Seal Seal if acting as 
primary technical 
reviewer, or if final 
recommendations 
are influenced by the 
review at this level

Rockfall, 
Rockslope 
Design Reports

*Formal bound 
report

PE and LEG 
seals, signed and 
dated

Seal if 
licensed

Seal Seal if acting as 
primary technical 
reviewer, or if final 
recommendations 
are influenced by the 
review at this level

Landslide 
Reports

Formal bound 
report

PE seal, signed 
and dated, or 
both PE and LEG 
seals, depending 
on geologic 
complexity

Seal if 
licensed

Seal Seal if acting as 
primary technical 
reviewer, or if final 
recommendations 
are influenced by the 
review at this level

 

	
Table 23-1  WSDOT geotechnical report certification and format requirements.
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	 Geotechnical Reporting and Documentation

	
	
	
	

Report

	
	
	

General 
Format

	
	

+Type of 
Certification 

Required

Who Certifies?

	
Designer and 
Report Writer

Primary 
Licensed 
Technical 

Reviewer or 
Supervisor

State Geotech. 
Engineer (SGE), Chief 
Foundation Engineer 

(CFE), or Chief 
Engineering Geologist 

(CEG)
Pit and Quarry 
Reports and 
Reviews

Memo if 
review 
only; 
otherwise, 
formal 
bound 
report

LEG seal, 
signed and 
dated, for report; 
seal required for 
review memo 
only if changes 
to interpretation 
or design in 
the report are 
recommended

Seal if 
licensed, as 
noted under 
Certification 
Required

Seal, as 
noted under 
Certification 
Required

Seal, as noted under 
Certification Required, 
if acting as primary 
technical reviewer, or if 
final recommendations 
are influenced by the 
review at this level

Geologic 
hazard 
assessments 
(e.g., for critical 
area ordinance 
issues)

Can be 
a formal 
report or 
a letter 
report

LEG seal, 
signed and 
dated (also 
include PE seal, 
if structures 
involved) 

Seal if licensed Seal Seal if acting as primary 
technical reviewer, or if 
final recommendations 
are influenced by the 
review at this level

Discipline and 
EIS Reports

Usually 
a formal 
bound 
report

PE seal, signed 
and dated, or 
both PE and 
LEG seals, 
depending 
on geologic 
complexity

Seal if licensed Seal Seal if acting as primary 
technical reviewer, or if 
final recommendations 
are influenced by the 
review at this level

	
Table 23-1  WSDOT geotechnical report certification and format requirements.
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Geotechnical Reporting and Documentation

 
 
 
 

Report

	
	
	

General 
Format

	
	

+Type of 
Certification 

Required

Who Certifies?
	

Designer 
and Report 

Writer

Primary 
Licensed 
Technical 

Reviewer or 
Supervisor

State Geotech. 
Engineer (SGE), 
Chief Foundation 
Engineer (CFE), or 
Chief Engineering 
Geologist (CEG)

Consultant 
Report 
Reviews

Letter to 
consultant 
or memo. to 
Region

None, unless 
changes to design 
are recommended, 
in which case 
review letter is 
sealed (signed and 
dated) by PE, and/
or depending on 
geologic complexity 
by LEG

Seal review 
letter if 
licensed, as 
noted under 
Certification 
Required

Seal review 
letter, as 
noted under 
Certification 
Required

Seal review 
letter if acting as 
primary technical 
reviewer, or if final 
recommendations 
in review letter 
are influenced by 
the review at this 
level, as noted 
under Certification 
Required

Emergency 
Work

E-mail or 
memo.

None for 
preliminary 
assessment; for 
final design, PE 
seal, signed and 
dated, or both PE 
and LEG seals, 
depending on 
geologic complexity

Seal for final 
design if 
licensed

Seal for final 
design

Seal for final 
design if acting as 
primary technical 
reviewer, or if final 
recommendations 
are influenced by 
the review at this 
level

CSL Reports Memorandum PE seal, signed 
and dated

Seal if 
licensed

Seal Seal if acting as 
primary technical 
reviewer, or if final 
recommendations 
are influenced by 
the review at this 
level

Table 23-1  WSDOT geotechnical report certification and format requirements.




