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Purpose
The Local Agency Bridge Inspection Manual is superceded by this manual.

The Washington State Bridge Inspection Manual has been developed to 
provide guidance, offer needed technical details, and serve as an information 
source. Bridge inspectors may also refer to the most current editions of the 
following:

•	 Bridge Inspector’s Training Manual 90

•	 Culvert Inspection Manual

•	 Inspection of Fracture Critical Bridge Members

•	 AASHTO Manual for Condition Evaluation of Bridges

•	 Evaluating Scour at Bridges, Hydraulic Engineering Circular (HEC) 
No. 18

•	 Code of Federal Regulations (23CFR) 650, Subpart C

•	 FHWA Recording and Coding Guide for the Structure Inventory and 
Appraisal of the Nation’s Bridges

•	 AASHTO Guide Specifications for Strength Evaluation of Existing Steel 
and Concrete Bridges

•	 Detail Manual for Certification in the Field of Transportation 
Engineering Technology - Subfield of Bridge Safety Inspection, contains 
the requirements for NICET certification. Contact the National Institute 
for Certification in Engineering Technologies

•	 M 23-11, Transportation Structures Preservation Manual

Revisions
The Washington State Bridge Inspection Manual is not a static document. It 
will be updated to incorporate periodic revisions based on the practices out-
lined by FHWA and the state. We encourage the user to submit to the Bridge 
Inspection Committee any revisions or new material, by using the form pro-
vided at the front of this manual. 

In the event of conflicting information or requirements between the Wash-
ington State Bridge Inspection Manual and NBIS, the NBIS will govern. 
Agencies are not relieved from the responsibility of complying with the 
NBIS even when a conflict exists. If a conflict is discovered, notify the 
Washington State Department of Transportation Regional Bridge Inspection 
Engineer or the Bridge Engineer for Local Agencies at once.






