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590.01 WSDOT’s Contracts Must Reflect the Environmental Commitments
WSDOT Project Delivery Memo #09-01 requires that contract-relevant environmental 
commitments be communicated to the contractor. If they aren’t incorporated into 
the contract, the contractor is not obligated to implement the commitments WSDOT 
makes. Constructing the project is conditioned upon environmental commitments from, for 
example, National Environmental Policy Act documents, Washington State Environmental 
Policy Act documents, Endangered Species Act documents, interagency agreements, 
permits, and other environmental approvals.

In addition, WSDOT is required to communicate all project commitments to the contractor 
as stated in the 2004 Compliance Implementing Agreement with Ecology. Furthermore, 
the WSDOT Environmental Policy Statement E 1018 directs WSDOT employees 
to communicate compliance requirements to contractors.

590.02 Procedures for Incorporating Commitments Into Contracts
The following procedures found on the web explain how to:
• Verify the Commitment Tracking System reflects the project Commitment File.
• Assign responsibility to commitments which belong to the contractor.
• Document which commitments are covered by existing contract language.
• Prepare for and convene an Environmental Commitments Meeting.
• Prepare project special provisions.

590.03 Glossary
These definitions provided context for incorporating commitments into contracts. Some 
terms may have other meanings in a different context.

Commitment – An obligation that WSDOT makes within an environmental document 
or agreement for the project; or an expectation imposed upon WSDOT by another agency 
through a permit or approval for the project. Commitments can be either the agency’s 
or contractor’s responsibility to implement.

Commitment Tracking System – The Commitment Tracking System is a WSDOT 
database that allows you to store commitments in a secure computer network server, plus 
manage the responsibility (WSDOT or contractor) and implementation method (guidance 
document or contract) for the commitment. It also allows you to store compliance records, 
document the status, and report details about commitments from their inception through 
project delivery and on to maintenance.

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/publications/fulltext/ProjectDev/ProjectDeliveryMemos/Memo09-01.pdf
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/publications/manuals/fulltext/M31-11/Agreements/IA_SurfaceWaterQuality2004.pdf
http://wwwi.wsdot.wa.gov/publications/policies/fulltext/1018.pdf
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Environment/Compliance/Construction/ConstructionResources.htm
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Environmental Commitments Meeting – A project-level meeting between the Design, 
Construction, Plans, and Environmental Offices used to incorporate commitments into 
contracts.

Project Delivery Memo – Project Delivery Memos are design and construction 
documents used to implement an immediate change in any stage of a project, from design 
through advertisement and construction.


	Chapter 590 Incorporating Environmental Commitments Into Contracts 
	590.01 WSDOT’s Contracts Must Reflect the Environmental Commitments
	590.02 Procedures for Incorporating Commitments Into Contracts
	590.03 Glossary




