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Public Art 

I. Introduction 

A. Purpose 

The purpose of this Design Manual Supplement is to provide Washington 

State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) design policy related to 

public art on state transportation facilities. This supplement: 

• Generates awareness and discusses required approval of proposals 

for public art. 

• Reinforces existing policy in the Roadside Classification Plan. 

• Designates appropriate locations for the incorporation of public art 

features. 

• Establishes procedure for the involvement of critical WSDOT and 

FHWA authorities in the development of public art proposals. 

• Provides for the consistent statewide application of processes for 

review and approval of public art. 

B. References 

See attached Chapter 1360, Public Art. 

C. Background 

In 1996 WSDOT published the Roadside Classification Plan, which sets 

statewide goals and objectives for roadside management. It provides for 

the use of public art in urban roadside classifications in selected and 

approved locations such as designated Community Gateways. 

In 1997 the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) published 

Flexibility in Highway Design. This document addresses incorporating 

unique community requests into highway design and the flexibility 

available to designers to accomplish this goal within adopted state 

standards.  

In 2005 Washington State published Understanding Flexibility in 

Transportation Design – Washington. This document is intended to help 
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those involved with transportation project development understand the 

concepts related to context sensitive solutions (CSS) and community-

based project development approaches. Since its publication, there has 

been a growing interest on the part of communities to use art within 

WSDOT transportation facilities to make unique statements about 

community character.  

D. Discussion 

WSDOT must balance the request(s) for proposed public art projects with 

its responsibility to provide a safe driving environment.  It does so by 

establishing policies that improve the unity of highway elements and 

prevent the addition of features to the roadsides that distract the traveling 

public. 

The above documents have more communities around Washington State 

examining their own local stories and character of place and exploring 

ways to promote them on WSDOT transportation facilities through 

placement of roadside features. This has resulted in the need to further 

define WSDOT policies and approval procedures, with an emphasis on 

early and complete coordination with the Local Agencies. 

E. Implementation 

This change is effective as of August 6, 2007. 

II. Instructions 

A. Insert new Chapter 1360, Public Art, in the Design Manual. 

B. Replace Figures 330-3a and 330-3b with the attached. 

C. The Contents and Index sections remain unchanged for this 

supplement. They will be updated with the next regularly scheduled 

Design Manual revision. 




