BEFORE THE WASHINGTON STATE TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

IN RE: State Route 167

South 212th Street Interchange

Milepost 21.93 to Milepost 22.64 FINDINGS AND ORDER
Hearing on Limited Access

The hearing on the above entitled project was held, upon
due notice to interested parties, beginning at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday,
July 12, 1983 in the City of Kent Library, located at 232 South
4th Avenue, Kent, Washington, before Robert E. Lundgaard,
Hearing Examiner.
The interested persons and organizations were represented
as follows:
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, Michael Nicefaro, Assistant
Attorney General, Temple of Justice, Olympia, Washington, 98504:
CITY OF KENT, by Don Wickstrom, Director of Public Works,
220 S. 4th Ave., Kent, Washington 98032;
EJAYA HYATT, by self, 20605 98 Pl. S.,; Kent, Washington, 98031;
HAROLD I.. JAMES by H. Alan James, son, 21251-94th P1l, 8.,
Kent, Washington, 98031;
DAN KELLEHER, by self, Box 923, Kent, Washingtoﬁ, 98032;
KENT NURSERY, INC., by Richard Mauritsen, Vice President
and General Manager, 646 Van Devantef, Kent, Washington, 98031;
MADS A. MAURITSEN, by self, 21703 84th S., Kent, Washington,
88031;
DAVID MORTENSON, by self, 21737 96th Place S., Kent,

Washington, 98031;



PACIFIC VENTURES, INC., by Duane J. Steinle, Representative,
700~112th, N.E. #207-K, Bellevue, Washington, 98004; |

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF KENT, by Frank Kreiner, church
Trustee, 22830 135th S.E., Kent, Washington, 98031;

VALLEY VIEW HEIGHTS, by Jackie C. Hogga;t, property owner,
20625 95th S., Kent, Washington, 98031.

As a courtesy to interested:citizens, the Commission furnishes
a copy of the Findings and Order to all persons filing a Notice
of Appearance, even though some may not properly be parties to
the hearing. For administrative convenience, all persons filing
a Notice.of Appearancé are listed above. The Commission, by
including a person in this listing and by furnishing a copy of the
Findings and Order, does not acknowledge or necessarily recognize
the recipient to be a proper party to the hearing.

The hearing was called to order by Ron Bockstruck, District
Administrator, after which witnesses were called. The evidence
was taken by a Court Reporter and thereafter transcribed. Certain
exhibits were duly introduced as evidence. The undersigned
members of the Transportation Commission have personally considered
the transcript of the hearing. Based upon thoe oral covidence and
the exhibits introduced in evidence, the Transportation Commission
of the State of Washington makes the following findings:

I

A revision to the limited access plan entitled "SR le7,

SOUTH 228Td ST. IN KENT TO RENTON, KING COUNTY," established
December 20, 1960 under Commission Resolution No. 1034, was

approved by the Project Development Engineer on June 13, 1983.



Sheets 2, 3 and 9 of 10 sheets, of this plan were introduced into
evidence marked as Exhibits Nos. 7-1 through 7-3, which were made
a part of the hearing record.

1T

1
The Department of Transportation received from the public

agencies concerned with the proposed plan, their available data
on planning, land use, local traffic and such other information
as required, and thereafter, prepared and submitted to the
appropriate local officials an Access Report showing how those
factors had been taken into account and covering other matters
required by RCW 47.52.131, et seqg. A copy of that report was
introduced into evidence marked Exhibit No. 4.

By letter dated June 30, 1983, the City of Kent approved
the Access Report and Access Hearing Plan, and said letter was
introduced into evidence marked Exhibit No. 5.

By letter dated July 11, 1983, King County approved the
Access Report and Access Hearing Plan, and said letter was
introduced into evidence marked Exhibit No. 6.

ITT

On June 15, 19283, the Project Development by Order proposed
said plan and set a hearing date in accordance with the provisions
of RCW 47.52.131, et seq. Said Order was introduced into evidence
marked Exhibit No. 1. |

IV

Lue Clarkson, Administrator, Washington State Transportation
Commission, issued a Notice of Limited Access Hearing. On Junhe
24, 1983, an exact copy of this notice and an exact copy of the

Limited Access Hearing Plans were mailed to each of those record



;
owners of property listed on the King County tax roil as depicted
in the Affidavit of Service by Mailing, introcduced into evidence
at the hearing and marked Exhibit No. 3. An exact copy of the
notice was published in The Seattle Times on June 27, 1983, as
shown by the Affidavit of Publication of S. Koenig, Principal
Clerk of said newspaper, which affidavit was introduced into
evidence marked Exhibit No. 2-1, An exact copy of the notice
was published in The Daily News Journal on June 27, 1983, as shown
by the Affidavit of Pubiication of Cindy Strupp, Chief Clerk of
said newspaper, which affidavit was introduced into evidence
marked Exhibit No. 2-2.

\Y

The plan proposed revisions of the fully controlled limited
access facilities for State Route 167 at South 212th Street
between Station 924+00 and Station 963+00 as shown on sheets
2, 3 and 9 0f 10 sheets entitled "SR 167 SOUTH 22BTH. ST. IN KENT
TO RENTON, KING COUNTY".

VI

The South 212th Street Interchange on State Route 167 is
an important part of the highway system of the State of Washington.
State Route 167 is functionally classified as a Principal Arterial
highway and Commission policy provides for access control on
highways of this type. 1In doing so, the investment of public
funds is protected by preserving the highway for future use.

The efficiency of the highway as a means of moving a maximum
volume of traffic in safety is directly related to the number of
access points. It has been demonstrated in the past that, as
property owners establish approaches to the highway for their
personal use or for business enterprise, the problem of increased

-



accident potential and lowered capacity, due to interference from
these approaches, becomes increasingly great and the highway
gradually becomes obsolete. Therefore, access points should be
kept to a minimum consistent with allowing local traffic adequate
use of the facility at properly designed intersections and
approaches.

The plan for the establishment of fully controlled limited
access highway facilities for this interchange on State Route 167
in the City of Kent and King County, introduced into evideﬁce
marked Exhibit Nos. 7-1 through 7-3 will facilitate travel, reduce
accident rates, preserve the public investment and sustain the
highway as a modern transportation facility.

VII

In addition to the exhibits previously mentioned the following
exhibits were entered into evidence at or subsequent to the hearing
and made a part of the hearing record:

Exhibit No. 8-1 Proposed Declaration of Non Significance
dated January 5, 1983.

Exhibit No. 8-2 Final Declaration of Non Significance
dated February 10, 1983.

Exhibit No. 9 Letter, no date, from Harold James
regarding an approach to South 212th
Street.

Exhibit No. 10 Reserved Exhibit, Department of Trans-

portation's response to comments
received at the hearing.

VIIT
The Commission has considered evidence on the entire portion
of the above entitled highway and finds the plans introduced into
evidence marked Exhibit Nos. 7-1 through 7-3 should be modified as

hereinafter set forth and as shown on Exhibit "A" attached.
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Revise plan sheet 2 of 10 sheets to relocate the

Type C approach to Parcel No. 1-12011 from Station
21400 Rt. to Station 20+65 Rt. as recommended by the
Department of Transportation on page 17 of the hearing
transcript. :

‘Revise plan sheet 3 of 10 sheets to relocate the Type

C approach to Parcel 1-12013 from N-WE Ramp Station
52400 Rt to N-WE Ramp Station 51400 Rt. as recommended
by the Department on page 17 and 18 of the hearing
transcript.

Revise plan sheets 2, 3 and 9 of 10 sheets to make
minor plan revisions to correct ownership and parcel
details, area computations, and right-of-way details.

IX

The Commission also considered the following requests and makes

the following findings:

1.

Mr. Harold James, in a written statement (Exhibit No. 9)
submitted prior to the hearing, requested that an
approach be granted to Parcel No. 1-12015.

Mr. James will be allowed unrestricted access to his
property, subject to local zoning, beyond the limits
of access control on Scuth 212th Street.

There were a number of requests for the Department

to do something about the traffic congestion on the
section of South 212th/208th Street further up the

hill to the Benson Road. Transportation Commissioner
Bernice Stern requested the District personnel contact
King County and the City of Kent regarding the concerns
brought up at the hearing.

Department of Transportation representatives contacted
representatives of King County. King County has indicated
that they have no current or future plans to improve

South 212th/208th in this area. As indicated in the
transcript, the City of Xent 1is in the process of
preparing a transportation study. This study should

be completed later this year and will address some of
concerns brought up at the hearing. :

As stated in Reserved Exhibit No. 10, the development

of the South 212th Street was coordinated with the local
officials. The responsibility for other improveéments

in this area falls within the jurisdiction of the

local agencies.



X
The Commission particularly finds in the case of each abutting
ownership that the adoption of the plan for making said highway a
limited access facility, said plan being attached hereto and marked
Exhibit "A", is required for public convenience and necessity.
Based upon the foregoing findings and the evidence supporting
them, the Transportation Commission of the State of Washington,
ORDERS:
I
That the fully controlled limited access facilities on SR 167
in the City of Kent be revised as shown on sheets 2,3 and 9 of 10
sheets entitled "SR 167, SOUTH 228TH ST. IN KENT TC RENTON, KING
COUNTY," dated November 22, 1960, revised June 13, 1983.
IT
That the plan set forth in Exhibit Nos. 7-1 through 7-3 for
the revision to the established access control on said highway be
revised as follows, and as shown on Exﬁibit "A" hereto attached
and by thié reference made a part hereof:
1. Revise plan sheet 2 of 10 sheets to relocate the
Type C approach to Parcel No. 1-12011 from Station
21400 Rt. to Station 20+65 Rt.
2, Revise plan sheet 3 of 10 sheets to relocate the
Type C approach to Parcel 1-12013 from N-WE Ramp Station
52+00 Rt. to N-WE Ramp Station 51+00 Rt.
3. Revise plan sheet 2, 3 and 9 of 10 sheets to make minor
plan revisions to correct ownership and parcel details,

area computations and right-of-way details.

ITT
That the following revision to existing established limited

access plans be adopted:
SR 167, SOUTH 228TH ST. IN KENT TO RENTON, KING COUNTY,

sheets 2, 3 and 9 of 10 sheets, approved November 22, 1960,
revised June 13, 1983.
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