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Revision to 9-1.2E due to Federal ruling as of Jan 11, 2016 

 

9-1.2E Certification of Materials Origin 

Projects that include Federal funding, or any project defined in the Federal Record 
of Decision under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), must meet the 
requirements of “Buy America” (23 CFR 635.410, 23 USC 313). This provision, 
incorporated into the contract by General Special Provision, applies to all 
products containing steel or iron permanently incorporated into the project. The 
Contractor may choose to utilize minor quantities of foreign steel or iron, as 
described in the General Special Provision. Minor amounts of foreign steel and 
iron may be used in the project provided the cost of the foreign material used does 
not exceed one-tenth of one percent of the total contract cost or $2,500.00, 
whichever is greater. Included in this amount are is state supplied materials, 
Proprietary items and Contractor provided materials. 

The “Buy America” provision applies to products that are manufactured 
predominately of steel and iron if the product consists of at least 90 percent steel 
or iron content when it is delivered to the jobsite for installation. The 90 percent is 
a percentage of the total monetary value of the manufactured product. 

To determine the 90 percent value, divide the raw steel or iron costs by the total 
manufactured product costs (without taxes, shipping, handling, or other fees 
applied), and if the percentage is equal to or greater than 90 percent of the final 
manufactured product costs, then the “Buy America” provision applies. 

Determining whether a product is a steel or iron manufactured product, the jobsite 
includes the locations where any precast concrete products are manufactured. For 
example, in the specific case of “precast concrete products,” the casting 
yard/facility is considered part of the “jobsite.” Therefore, the iron and steel 
materials delivered to the precast yard/facility are subject to the “Buy America” 
provision. 

The Contractor shall provide the completed and signed Certification of Materials 
Origin (CMO) to the Project Engineer prior to such items being incorporated into 
the permanent work. This certification may be supplied using DOT Form 350-
109EF or another form containing all the same information as required by DOT 
Form 350-109EF. It is the responsibility of the Project Engineer to ensure the 
CMO is on file prior to placing or paying for products that are made of steel or 
iron. CMOs for domestic steel or iron from fabricated inspected items will be 
retained by the fabrication inspection office. The exception is 30 inch diameter or 
less concrete pipe (see Sections 9-4.16 and 9-4.21). The Project Engineer is 
required to ensure these CMOs are on file prior to placement and payment. 

In all cases, Certification of Materials Origin (CMO) must be completed and 
signed prior to incorporation of the steel or iron materials into the project. It is the 
responsibility of the Project Office to ensure that the CMO is on file prior to 
placing or paying for steel or iron materials, as defined below. 



Fabricated Items 

• WSDOT Fabrications Inspection Offices will review the supporting 
documentation, i.e., Mill Certificates and CMOs prior to inspecting and 
Stamping/Tagging the fabricated material. The Fabricator/plant is required 
to supply the Fabrications Inspector the DOT Form 350-109EF completed and 
signed with each item prior to inspection. 

• The project field inspector is required to document in the IDR, QPL 
Contractor Product Information Page, or Field Note Record (FNR) prior to 
placement that the fabricated material is identified with a “D” – Domestic or 
“F” – Foreign per Section 9-1.5. Fabricated items bearing an “F” or not 
bearing any Stamp when delivered to the job site requires that the Project 
Engineer Office obtain the DOT Form 350-109EF from the Contractor and 
retain this form in the project records. 

Non-Fabricated Items 

• The Project Office is required to obtain, and place in the materials file, 
a completed Certification of Materials Origin for any materials containing iron 
or steel. This certification may be supplied using DOT Form 350-109EF or 
another form containing all the same information as required by DOT Form 
350-109EF. 

In summary, if a CMO is required, the Project Office is responsible for obtaining 
and filing the CMO prior to placement of or payment for the material unless the 
material is a fabricated item with a “D” stamp documented in the file. 

Examples of products that are subject to “Buy America” provision include, but 
are not limited to the following: 
• Steel or iron products used in pavements, bridges, tunnels or other structures, 

which include, but are not limited to the following: fabricated structural steel, 
reinforcing steel, piling, high strength bolts, anchor bolts, dowel bars, 
permanently incorporated sheet piling, bridge bearing, cable wire/strand, pre-
stressing/post-tensioning wire, motor/machinery brakes and other equipment 
for moveable structures. 

• Guardrail, guardrail posts, end sections, terminals, cable guardrail. 
• Steel fencing material (fabric), fence post. 
• Steel or iron pipe, conduit, grates, manhole covers, risers. 
• Mast arms, poles, standards, trusses, or supporting structural members for 

signs, luminaires, or traffic control systems. 
• Steel or iron components of precast concrete products, such as reinforcing 

steel, wire mesh and pre-stressing or post-tensioning strands or cables. 

The miscellaneous steel or iron components, subcomponents and hardware 
necessary to encase, assemble and construct the above products (or manufactured 
products that are not predominantly steel or iron) are not subject to the “Buy 
America” provision. Examples include, but are not limited to the following: 
• Materials listed under Section 9-1.3C – Low Risk Materials 



• Anchor Ferrules 
• Architecture miscellaneous items – doors, hinges, fixtures, faucets, shelves, 

etc. 
• Bollard and Components 
• Non-High Strength Bolts, Washers, and Nuts 
• Clamps 
• Dobie/Mortar Blocks 
• Construction Aides – lifting hooks and inserts 
• Electrical Miscellaneous Fittings 
• Erosion Control Miscellaneous Hardware 
• Fence Miscellaneous Hardware 
• Gate Hardware (except for fabric and poles) 
• Gabion Miscellaneous Hardware (except for twisted and welded fabric) 
• Irrigation System Components and Hardware (except for steel or iron pipes 

and conduit) 
• Pipe Sleeves 
• Precast Concrete Traffic Barrier Pins 
• Rebar chair and Spacers 
• Screws 
• Shims 
• Slope Protection Miscellaneous Hardware 
• Utility Inserts 
• Welding Rods and Welding Wire 
• Weld Splices for Precast Concrete Girders 
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