The Process
Standard plans are revised and new plans are added through a formal development and approval process. This process
requires several reviews and, on average, a new or revised plan takes about thirty-three weeks to reach the point where
it can be published. As the following graphic illustrates, the actual drafting is a very small factor in the development of
a standard plan. The largest portion of the process is the time required for the stamping authority and statewide and
FHWA reviews.
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At present, the Standards Plan Unit has scheduled work on several hundred standard plans (both revisions and additions). To manage
such a workload and avoid the impression of “playing favorites,” we have developed a prioritizing system that assigns “points” for
various design and construction impacts, such as changes in policy, federal mandates, and contract change orders. This priority listing
is contained in EXCEL worksheets and is revised as needed to address new program directions and needs. It is not uncommon to
receive requests for five or six new plans every month.
How are plans prioritized?
Where is my plan on the list?

