
SR 520 STATUTORY PROVISIONS 
 
Requirements Regarding Six Lanes and Transit Connections 
 
ESHB 2211—Section 3(3) 
“All design options considered or recommended by the state route number 520 work group must 
adhere to RCW 47.01.408.” 
 
RCW 47.01.408 
“(1) The state route number 520 bridge replacement and HOV project shall be designed to 
provide six total lanes, with two lanes that are for transit and high-occupancy vehicle travel, and 
four general purpose lanes. 
 
     (2) The state route number 520 bridge replacement and HOV project shall be designed to 
accommodate effective connections for transit, including high capacity transit, to the light rail 
station at the University of Washington.” 
 
Other Requirements Regarding Six Lanes 
 
RCW 47.01.405 
"The legislature finds that the replacement of the vulnerable state route number 520 corridor is a 
matter of urgency for the safety of Washington's traveling public and the needs of the 
transportation system in central Puget Sound. The state route number 520 floating bridge is 
susceptible to damage, closure, or even catastrophic failure from earthquakes, windstorms, and 
waves. Additionally, the bridge serves as a vital route for vehicles to cross Lake Washington, 
carrying over three times its design capacity in traffic, resulting in more than seven hours of 
congestion per day. 
 
     Therefore, it is the conclusion of the legislature that time is of the essence, and that 
Washington state cannot wait for a disaster to make it fully appreciate the urgency of the need to 
replace this vulnerable structure. The state must take the necessary steps to move forward with a 
state route number 520 bridge replacement project design that provides six total lanes, with four 
general purpose lanes and two lanes that are for high occupancy vehicle travel that could also 
accommodate high capacity transportation, and the bridge shall also be designed to 
accommodate light rail in the future. High occupancy vehicle lanes in the state route 520 corridor 
must also be able to support a bus rapid transit system." 
 
Other Requirements Regarding Transit Connections
 
RCW 47.01.410
“As part of the state route number 520 bridge replacement and HOV project, the governor's 
office shall work with the department, sound transit, King county metro, and the University of 
Washington, to plan for high capacity transportation in the state route number 520 corridor. The 
parties shall jointly develop a multimodal transportation plan that ensures the effective and 
efficient coordination of bus services and light rail services throughout the state route number 
520 corridor. The plan shall include alternatives for a multimodal transit station that serves the 
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state route number 520 - Montlake interchange vicinity, and mitigation of impacts on affected 
parties. The high capacity transportation planning work must be closely coordinated with the 
state route number 520 bridge replacement and HOV project's environmental planning process, 
and must be completed within the current funding for the project. A draft plan must be submitted 
to the governor and the joint transportation committee by October 1, 2007. A final plan must be 
submitted to the governor and the joint transportation committee by December 2008.” 
 
Requirements for New Tolling Authority
 
RCW 47.56.820
“(1) Unless otherwise delegated, only the legislature may authorize the imposition of tolls on 
eligible toll facilities. 
 
(2) All revenue from an eligible toll facility must be used only to construct, improve, preserve, 
maintain, manage, or operate the eligible toll facility on or in which the revenue is collected. 
Expenditures of toll revenues are subject to appropriation and must be made only: 
 
     (a) To cover the operating costs of the eligible toll facility, including necessary maintenance, 
preservation, administration, and toll enforcement by public law enforcement within the 
boundaries of the facility; 
 
     (b) To meet obligations for the repayment of debt and interest on the eligible toll facilities, 
and any other associated financing costs including, but not limited to, required reserves and 
insurance; 
 
     (c) To meet any other obligations to provide funding contributions for any projects or 
operations on the eligible toll facilities; 
 
     (d) To provide for the operations of conveyances of people or goods; or 
 
     (e) For any other improvements to the eligible toll facilities.” 
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