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Grand Portage Welcome Center to
Open Late Summer 2009

Site History

Early Ojibwe peoples first used the "grand portage” to link inland winter camps to summer homes at Grand
Portage Bay on Lake Superior. This &.5-mile trek up the Pigeon River bypassed a series of waterfalls, including
High Falls. From there, the Grand Portage people gained access to the chain of lakes and rivers that led to the
vast plains of Canada. Centuries later, European fur traders followed their lead and Grand Portage became the
inland headquarters for a worldwide fur trade. From 1750 to 1805 this trading post hosted hundreds of
traders, partners and voyagers as goods and cultures from all over the world met at Grand Portage in a flurry
of trading activity.

Welcome Center located within a State Park within a Reservation

The Welcome Center, located within Grand Portage State Park, lies within the Grand Portage Indian
Reservation at the tip of the Arrowhead Region. The Center environs include two waterfalls on the Pigeon
River, including Minnesota's highest cascade, the High Falls. The Center is a unique example of cooperation
between the State of Minnesota and the Grand Portage Band, which have worked together since 1989.

Port of Entry
Located at a Minnesota port of entry from Canada, this stretch of Highway 61 offer visitors from the North,

the first glimpse of Minnesota. This is one of the most spectacular areas of Minnesota's North Shore.
Highway ©71 is one of scenic highways in the nation earning the federal designation All American Road.

Visitor Center Partners

Grand Portage Reservation Tribal Council

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and Recreation
Minnesota Department of Transportation

Explore Minnesota Tourism

About the Center
The $ 4M facility will serve Northeastern Minnesota, visitors to the North Shore of Lake Superior from Canada
and elsewhere, and the local community. In addition, the Center will provide a statewide resource on American

Indian history and culture. Minnesota will use state bonds to fund Center construction and federal border
crossings funding to construct the commercial vehicle parking lot and some rest area products and services.

Center Features

The center will enhance the experience of visitors to the North Shore, and the United States by providing:
- an inviting, symbolic presence welcoming visitors to Minnesota

- travel information

-a 24/7/505 rest area

- hatural resource interpretation

- a statewide resource for the interpretation of Ojibwe history and culture.

In addition, the 6000 square foot center will provide offices space for state park staff, a place for the
development of the tourism economy in the area and a means for continuing the cost-savings and efficient
cooperation of the agencies currently working together to provide information for area visitors.

Interpretive Themes

- Ojibwe culture and history

- Minnesota's highest waterfall and its geology

- Unique plant communities along the Figeon River
- Lake Superior and the North Shore

Building Program & Square Footage

- Central lobby [1,110 of]

- Interpretive exhibits and display area [ 1,605 sf]

- Restrooms including family/assisted restroom [ 755 sf]
- Mechanical Room [ 1,550 sf]

- Nature store and offices [500 sf]

Site & Parking

- 49 stall car parking lot

- 12 stall commercial & recreational vehicle parking lot
- Picnic shelter/outdoor classroom
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