
FEMA Continuity Definitions: 
 

National Essential Functions (NEFs) 
The overarching responsibilities of the Federal  Government to lead and  
sustain the nation in the aftermath of an emergency. There are eight NEFs: 

 
1. Ensure the continued functioning of our form of government under the 

Constitution, including the functioning of the three separate branches 
of government. 

2. Provide leadership visible to the Nation and world. 
3. Defending the constitution against all enemies. 
4. Maintaining and fostering relationships with foreign nation. 
5. Protecting against threats to the homeland and bringing to justice 

perpetrators of crimes. 
6. Providing rapid and effective response to and recovery from incidents. 
7. Protecting and stabilizing the nation’s economy. 
8. Providing for critical Federal Government services that address the  

national health, safety, and welfare of the United States. 
 

Mission Essential Functions (MEFs) 
Department and agency-level government functions that must be continued  
after a disruption of normal activities. 

 
Primary Mission Essential Functions (PMEFs) 
Department and agency Mission Essential Functions (MEFs) that must be  
performed in order to support the performance of NEFs before, during, and  
in the aftermath of an emergency. 

 
Washington State-Specific Continuity Definition: 
 

State Essential Functions (SEFs) 
Not  defined yet.  
The task of the iCOOP Committee should be to develop a definition 
for this term, and then to identify what Washington’s SEFs are. 
 

California’s State Essential Functions 
 

1. Government Leadership – Provides visible and effective leadership for the 
people of California while restoring and maintaining critical state essential 
functions. 

2. Public Safety – Maintains public safety and security for the people of 
California and decreases their vulnerability to threats and hazards. 

3. Emergency Management – Protects and preserves the lives, property and 
environment for the people of California from the effects of natural, 
technological or human-caused disasters. 

4. Public Health and Medical – Ensures the continuity and strength of 
California’s medical, public health, mental health organizations and systems. 
Supports the health and well-being of the people of California. 

5. Social Services and Education – Ensures the continuation of essential 
social services for the people of California, including services for vulnerable 
populations, victims of crime and special needs populations. Supports the 
continued operation of California’s educational systems (both public and 
private) at all levels of government. 

6. Critical Infrastructure – Preserves California’s infrastructure, including its 
transportation systems, energy systems, utilities, dams and other critical 
components. Supports and sustains the personnel required to operate and 
maintain the physical infrastructure. 

7. Financial, Economic and Business – Ensures the financial and economic 
security of California’s business, financial systems/institutions and its citizens. 
Preserves and supports California’s labor/workforce. Protects and preserves 
California’s tax and revenue collection capabilities to ensure continuity of 
California’s government. 

8. Information Technology/Communications – Protects, maintains and 
preserves California’s communications and technological capabilities. 
Ensures continued interoperability of California’s communications systems. 

9. Agriculture – Promotes and preserves the livelihood of California’s 
agricultural community and all its members. Ensures continuation of existing 
agriculture training and education programs. Ensures that California’s 
agriculture remains strong and competitive. 

10. Environment – Protects, preserves and restores California’s natural 
environment, ecosystems, resources and natural habitats and mitigates the 
impact of natural disasters or other events. 

11. Information Collaboration – Encourages and enhances information sharing 
and collaboration between Local/State/Federal and Private Sectors to more 
effectively respond and recover from all threats and protect the citizens of 
California. 

 


