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Coordinated Transportation Plans

Page Scott, Moderator, Yakima Valley 
Conference of Governments

Ashley Probart, Association of 
Washington Cities

Judy Lorenzo, Washington State 
Department of Transportation

How Your Local Transportation Elements Influence the 
Statewide Transportation Plan
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Can you relate?

Local 
transportation 
concerns . . . .

are statewide 
transportation issues
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Local  Transportation Plans and Priorities

Freight RTPOs

Transportation Commission

Washington’s Transportation Plans is undertaken in 
accordance with state and federal laws

Transit

Washington’s Transportation Plan

WSDOT

Public 
Outreach1) System Preservation

2) Safety

3) Transportation Access

4) System Efficiencies

5) Bottlenecks and Chokepoints

6) Moving Freight

7) Strong Economy and Good Jobs

8) Health and the Environment

9) Building Future Visions

Transportation Planning  - Cross Consistency
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WTP Issue Areas

1) System Preservation
2) Safety
3) Transportation Access
4) System Efficiencies
5) Bottlenecks and Chokepoints
6) Moving Freight
7) Strong Economy and Good Jobs
8) Health and the Environment
9) Building Future Visions
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Keys to Washington’s 
Transportation Plan
“Cross Consistency”

State seeks consistency with region and locals
Local transportation priorities are consistent with region and state priorities
Regional priorities are consistent with locals and state

Data Driven
Identified gaps in transportation issue area are supported through technical 
analysis

Long Term Measure for Success
“Sizes” transportation investments for today and tomorrow
Keeps transportation a “front and center” issue
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Example of Consistency
WTP Documentation:“2005 State of the Cities”

Identified needs:
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The 20-Year Long Range 
Statewide Transportation Plan
• Transportation Demand and Growth Create Increasing 

Challenges for Today and Tomorrow

• Nine Key Issues and the Data are the Basis for the WTP

• Federal and State Law Require a Statewide Long-Range 
Plan Addressing Policy for All Modes

• Planning for the Future is the Right Thing to Do for Many 
Reasons
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What We Set Out to Achieve
Washington’s transportation 
system should serve our citizens’
safety and mobility, the state’s 
economic productivity, our 
communities’ livability and our 
ecosystem’s viability.
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The 20-Year Transportation Plan
The Washington Transportation Plan update began in 2004
• Issues were discussed statewide with cities, counties, Regional Transportation 

Planning Organizations (RTPO), the Tribal Transportation Planning Organization 
(TTPO) and many issue or modal based stakeholders groups

• Fall 2005 RTPO and TTPO visits
• www.wsdot.wa.gov/planning/wtp - Online Survey
• Formal 45-day Public Comment Period

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/planning/wtp
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Changes Along the Way Created 
Opportunities and Challenges

2005 Legislative Session –
• Transportation Partnership Act  - Early WTP Findings
• Cabinet Level Agency - Leadership Oversight Change
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Public Outreach Process
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Key Priorities - WTP 
Priorities Investment Guidelines
• Preservation: Invest to take care of the transportation systems we have today to preserve 

and extend prior investments in these facilities and the services they provide to people and 
commerce

• Safety: Invest in key safety targets to save lives, reduce injuries, and protect property

• Economic Vitality: Invest in ways to improve freight movement and support economic 
sectors that rely on the transportation system

• Mobility: Invest in better movement of people and goods to contribute to a strong 
economy and better quality of life for citizens

• Environmental Quality and Health: Invest in transportation improvements to 
bring benefits to the environment and our citizens’ health
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State-wide Transportation Needs 

Unfunded High Priorities

More than $37 billion is needed 
over 20 years to address 

statewide transportation needs.
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Issue Based – Stakeholder Focused

High Priorities for Local Agencies
Environmental Quality and Health
• Add sidewalks and trails between destinations in communities. (#9)
Preservation
• Replace city and county short-span and high-cost bridges (#5, # 6)
• Preserve, maintain and operate city streets (#4)
Safety
• Improve rural two-lane county roads safety by reducing risk locations (# 2)
• Improve safety by addressing accident locations on city streets (#3)
• Improve safety on city streets that are state routes in larger cities by addressing accident 

locations (#1)
Moving Freight – Identified by the freight community during the multiple freight summits & during RTPO visits

• Develop a statewide county all-weather road network
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Issue Based – Stakeholder Focused

Remaining Priorities for Local Agencies
Environmental Quality and Health
• Complete the Cities and Counties Inventory and assessment of fish passage 

barriers, storm water retrofit, and habitat connectivity and other 
environmental needs. (#7)

• Add sidewalks and trails between destinations in communities (#9)
Preservation
• Preserve county roads and ferries (#6)
Mobility
• Connect urban area local corridors that span several jurisdictions (#8)
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Lessons Learned 

• Making Data Driven Decisions
• Moving From Modes to Issues 
• Knowing what is, verses what we think we 

know
• Outlining what additional data need to be 

collected in the future
• Boiling down the key points
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Questions and Answers
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