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Tolon, Marsha 

From: Edwards, David L

Sent: Tuesday, July 29, 2008 3:17 PM

To: Tolon, Marsha; Escude, Laura

Cc: Tobin, Kevin

Subject: FW: SR 522 Snohomish River Bridge to US 2 - Your Environmental Assessment Hearing

10/23/2008

FYI 
  
David L. Edwards, P.E. 
WSDOT Project Engineer 
Phone:  425-225-8744 
Email:  edwardd@wsdot.wa.gov 
  
 

From: Edwards, David L  
Sent: Tuesday, July 29, 2008 3:16 PM 
To: David Hopkins (firmament@gotsky.com) 
Cc: Escude, Laura 
Subject: SR 522 Snohomish River Bridge to US 2 - Your Environmental Assessment Hearing 
 
Hello Mr. Hopkins, 
  
Thank you for attending the public hearing held May 8, 2008 for the SR 522, Cathcart Rd. (Snohomish River 
Bridge) to US 2 on the environmental assessment.  Since customer input contributes to better transportation 
solutions the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) is particularly appreciates your effort 
to provide comment.  You wrote: 
  

With the added noise (acoustic signature) of the construction and more specifically the increased noise 
coupled with the Burlington Northern Railroad/train would WSDOT consider leading an attempt to 
work with BNSF in introducing quiet zones?  Where the train crossings have localized alarms/warnings; 
as opposed to the actual air whistle/horn being utilized, we may be able to further mitigate the noise of 
added traffic and transient construction.” 

  
WSDOT completed a traffic noise analysis, which addressed temporary construction noise and projected traffic 
noise impacts caused by the proposed widening and increased traffic. Sounds emitted by railroad operations 
were not included in the analysis per the WSDOT Traffic noise policy.   
  
Quiet Zones are created in communities who wish to mitigate noise from railroad crossings, especially train 
horn noises.  The Federal regulation citation for Railroad Quiet Zone establishment is 49 CFR 222 and 229.   
Currently, Washington State has four designated Quiet Zone locations.  Neither the city of Monroe, Snohomish 
County, nor a community group have pursued establishment of a Quiet Zone for any area of the railroad 
traveling adjacent to SR 522 and US 2.  WSDOT cannot lead such an effort because it is the responsibility of 
the municipality or county.  Following are the steps a citizen may take with a local jurisdiction to establish a 
quiet zone. 
1.     Consult the Federal Rail Administration (FRA) Quiet Zone Calculator at 

http://www.fra.dot.gov/us/content/1318. 
2.     Calculate the number of trains and vehicles per day traveling through a specific location/crossing.  If the 

resulting number falls below the national average a quiet zone may is justified. 
3.     The citizen or community group approaches the municipality or county with jurisdiction over the rail 

location/crossing to apply for a Quiet Zone. 
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4.     The local jurisdiction files a letter of intent with the railroads company, public highway authority, law 
enforcement agencies and any landowners in the area before the application is considered. 

5.     The citizen/community, along with the local jurisdiction, submits the application. 
6.     The railroad company considers the request based on the calculation results (step 2) and the cost, and either 

accepts or denies the request. 
  
If you have further questions about Quiet Zone establishment please contact Darryl Morrow of FRA at 360-253-
7508, or by email at Darryl.Morrow@dot.gov. 
  
Your interests, whether through community groups or individually, make a real difference as we continue to 
make improvements to this highway corridor.  You can get more information about our efforts to improve 
safety on SR 522 at the project web page http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR522/Widen/.   
  
If you have any other questions, please contact me by phone at 425-225-8744, or by email at 
edwardd@wsdot.wa.gov. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
David L. Edwards, P.E. 
WSDOT Project Engineer 
  

10/23/2008
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SR522EA-Heinrich.txt
From: Edwards, David L 
Sent: Monday, June 02, 2008 10:08 AM
To: 'harley_heinrich2003@yahoo.com'
Subject: RE: Upgrades to 522

Dear Mr. Heinrich,

Thank you for your interest in WSDOT's SR 522 and US 2 projects. You may 
recall that Reader's Digest warned 

drivers in November 2000 that the 10 mile stretch of SR 522 between 
Woodinville and Monroe was among America's 

most dangerous highways and we have been working hard to improve safety and 
reduce congestion on this 

increasingly busy corridor. When we widen SR 522 between the Snohomish River 
and US 2 in 2010, we will build a 

median to separate opposing lanes of traffic, reducing the potential for 
head-on collisions.

Much of our funding comes from gas taxes passed in 2003 and 2005, and that 
funding is directed by the state 

legislature. In 2003, the Washington State Legislature allocated money to 
widen SR 522 from Snohomish River to 

US 2 using the Nickel Funding Package. Other road work, such as improvements 
on US 2 were included the 

Regional Transportation Improvement District (RTID) funding package. In 
November 2007, voters rejected 

Proposition 1, the RTID funding package that included money for US 2 safety 
and congestion improvements.

WSDOT can recommend where we think projects should be built, however, the 
legislature has the ultimate say to 

where we spend the money. Unfortunately, there are very limited resources 
available for projects statewide 

right now and there is a long list of needed projects that are not funded. 

Looking ahead, it is not clear when there will be additional funding for US 2 
or the remaining SR 522 

improvements. In the meantime, we completed the US 2 route development plan 
that will help legislators and 

local agencies make future funding decisions. This 18-month study enabled us 
to put together a list of 56 

projects that could improve mobility and safety along US 2. While only one of 
these projects is currently 

funded, the plan provides a blueprint for legislators and local agencies as 
Page 1
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they make future funding 

decisions. You can learn more about the route development plan and see the 
list of identified projects on our 

Web site: www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/US2/RDP/

I encourage you to speak with your local legislators and encourage them to 
fund projects along US 2. Your 

efforts, whether through community groups or individually, make a real 
difference as we continue to make 

improvements to this highway corridor.

You can also get more information about our efforts to improve safety on SR 
522 at the project web page 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR522/Widen/

If you have any other questions, please contact me.

Sincerely,

David L. Edwards, P.E.
WSDOT Project Engineer
Phone:  425-225-8744
Email:  edwardd@wsdot.wa.gov

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--
From: Harley Heinrich [mailto:harley_heinrich2003@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 21, 2008 7:58 AM
To: Edwards, David L; County.executive@co.snohomish.wa.us
Subject: Upgrades to 522

      I read in the Monroe Monitor that WSDOT is spending $169M to upgrade hwy
522.  I commute this way 

frequently and believe that upgrades to 522 are needed.  However, it seems 
wrong to me that we would only 

spend $10M to fix the more than $1B worth of issues with HWY2 that are causing
dozens of deaths a year.  Do 

our politicians and WSDOT not care about the HWY2 death trap?  Or is this a 
political issue? 
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