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I-405 Crews Mark Milestones Next Month 

WSDOT Highlights Changes in Place This Time Next Year
BELLEVUE – On a stretch of highway where crews have no fewer than seven projects either in construction or ready to go to construction, hardly a week passes without some sort of milestone. In April, we are on track to meet a few major construction milestones in Kirkland: 

· Crews will complete the southbound portion of the new I-405 bridge at NE 116th Street.

· Crews will open the intersection of 116th Avenue NE and NE 128th Street to traffic after a three-month closure to raise the Kirkland roadway.

· Crews will open the new NE 128th Street bridge. This will provide a new east-west route over I-405 for all drivers.

· Crews will open the new transit/HOV direct access ramps on the south side of the NE 128th Street bridge. This improves access for HOV users between I-405 and the Kingsgate Park-and-Ride in Kirkland.

WSDOT crews are also excited to highlight what changes drivers will see over the next year. 

“This is a very big year for the entire I-405 corridor. We have spent the past few years completing engineering plans and are transitioning to a construction program.  WSDOT will change the face of the I-405 corridor with seven construction projects this year and more to come in the next few years.  These projects will result in substantial improvements to the public’s daily commute,” said Kim Henry, I-405 Project Director. 

Today, WSDOT tour guides took guests to the heart of Bellevue and to Newcastle where the next two projects are slated to begin in two months.

· Drivers in Bellevue will notice the new NE 10th Street bridge abutment going up between the new Overlake Hospital and the New Group Health facility this summer. This new bridge will take the growing pressure off NE 8th Street while allowing pedestrians safe access to the local hospitals east of I-405.

· Drivers who use I-405 at I-90 will also notice a new bridge going up. The new bridge will carry three lanes of southbound traffic. The old southbound lanes will become northbound HOV lanes when work is done.

Recent trip analysis shows the commute between Tukwila and Bellevue is the most congested in the northwest with average peak commute speeds of 22 miles per hour. 

Tour guides were eager to point out that that north end work in Kirkland will be complete by October. 
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