EXPLOSIVE DETECTION
CANINE (K9) TEAMS

As a part of its security plan, the Washington
State Ferries (WSF) has partnered with the
Washington State Patrol (WSP) explosives-
detection canine teams since July 1, 2004,
providing a layer of security to maximize
safety while minimizing disruptions to ferry
customers or the WSF’s service schedules.
The canine teams have been a very successful
solution to a tough security mandate from the
Coast Guard that was prompted by the events
of September 11, 2001.

With enhanced security and exposure to the
public, inquiries concerning our K9 program
and the methods by which they are deployed
have increased over time. In this brochure we
have addressed the most frequently asked
questions and have included additional
information about the WSP’s Vessel and
Terminal Security Division (VATS).

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS

1. What should I do during the screening
process and what about my passengers?

During the screening process you and your
passengers should stay in your car. After
the trooper and K9 have passed your ve-
hicle it is okay to get out of your vehicle.
The screening process is very brief and the
KO only sniffs the perimeter of the vehicle.

2. Can I pet the K9 or offer it a treat?

Our K9s are working dogs. When they are
engaged in the screening process the
handlers appreciate it if you do not offer
treats or attempt to pet them. Canine Unit
Sergeant Kerry Kintzley shares the
following: “Although the dogs are given
frequent breaks, any time you see the
explosives-detection teams at a terminal,
customers should assume they are
working. Every behavior turns into a
pattern for a dog. That’s just the way they
work, they’re conditional animals.”

3. What should I do if I have a pet in my
vehicle?

Keep your windows rolled up until the
screening process is completed on your
vehicle. Once the handlers and K9 pass
your vehicle you are welcome to roll your
windows down. Please stay in control of
your pet at all times. Our K9s are not
social animals. They do enjoy their jobs
and are rewarded for the work they do.
However, they can de distracted by other
dogs.

4. Why did the handler yell at his K9
and appear to punish it?

The KO9s that are selected for our
program are selected because they have
very high energy levels. It is important
that the energy is directed properly.
There are many distractions for the K9s
while they are performing their duties.
The handler must ensure these distrac-
tions don’t compromise the effective-
ness of the canine team. Corrective
action is taken at the time of the neg-
ative behavior to accomplish this task.

5. Where have these dogs come from?
Many of our K9s are dogs that have
been rescued from shelters. Our trainers
go to great lengths to train the K9s. The
handlers and the K9 must graduate from
the State Patrol Academy in Shelton to
become a working State Patrol handler
and K9. Teams also participate in
continuous maintenance training.



The Vessel and Terminal Security Di-
vision of the Washington State Patrol
works collaboratively with federal, state,
and local agencies to keep the nation’s
largest ferry system safe. Using a lay-
ered approach to its security, we are able
to meet the emerging needs of a complex
system. The canine component of our
team is the largest of its kind in the
nation and provides the citizens of the
state of Washington a very unique
security value both in terms of
probability of detection and visual
deterrence. Since this program is still
new and emerging, your observations and
thoughts are always welcome. Please see
more about this and other important WSP
programs at the Patrol’s Web site,
WWW.WSDP.Wa.Zgov.

Chief John R. Batiste
Washington State Patrol

Washington State Patrol
Vessel and Terminal
Security Division
1519 Alaskan Way South
Seattle, WA 98134
206-389-2728
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