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DOT Excellence in Environmental Design Award

• Innovation
• Partnerships 
• Minimization/avoidance of impacts
• Environmental benefits

For the fourth year, the HQ Environmental Services Office is 
sponsoring this award to recognize environmental excellence.

Award nominees are assessed against the following criteria:



DOT Excellence in Environmental Design Award
Nine 2008 Nominations

Transportation Projects
• SR 900, SE 78th to Newport Way and I 90 Off Ramp Widening (NWR)
• SR17 Pioneer Way to Stratford Road Widening (NCR)
• SR9 176th to Marsh Road Improvement (NWR)

Environmental Projects
• SR530 Sauk River Bank Protect (NWR)
• SR20 Bonaparte Creek Scour Repair/Fish Passage (NCR)
• US12, Naches River North of Yakima Slope Stabilization (SCR)
• I405, I90, SR92 Fish Barrier Protection (NWR)
• SR508 West of Onalaska Erosion Project (SWR)
• SR548 Terrell Creek Culvert replacement (NWR)

And the winners are…..



DOT Excellencein Environmental Design Award
And the 2008 Winners are…..

Transportation Project
SR 900, SE 78th to Newport Way and I 90 Off Ramp 

Widening (NWR)

Environmental Project
US 12, Naches River, North of Yakima Slope Stabilization 

(SCR)



Washington State Department of Transportation
2008 Excellence in Environmental Design Award

Presented to Northwest Region

Laura Claywell’s Design Team
SR 900, SE 78th to Newport Way and I 90 Off Ramp Widening

March 18, 2008



For Excellence in Environmental Design
SR 900, SE 78th to Newport Way and I 90 Off Ramp Widening

• Reduced right-of-way needed

• Reduced area for stormwater 
treatment

• Extensive use of pervious 
sidewalk

• Reduced impacts to wetlands



For Excellence in Environmental Design
SR 900, SE 78th to Newport Way and I 90 Off Ramp Widening

• Partnership with Sammamish State Park for wetland mitigation

• $350,000 savings from not purchasing wetland mitigation land



For Excellence in Environmental Design
SR 900, SE 78th to Newport Way and I 90 Off Ramp Widening

• Rehabilitate degraded streams
• Replace fish passage barriers 

at 2 creeks
• Opens 2,800 feet of salmon 

habitat
• Reduce wetland impacts with 

steeper side slopes and  
retaining walls



Washington State Department of Transportation
2008 Excellence in Environmental Design Award

Presented to the South Central Region

Jeff Minnick’s Project Development Branch

US12, Naches River, North of Yakima Slope Stabilization

March 18, 2008



For Excellence in Environmental Design
US12, Naches River, North of Yakima Slope Stabilization

• US 12 chronic slope erosion 

• Public safety issue

• Recurring costs to fix and 
maintain

• Loss of habitat  



For Excellence in Environmental Design
US12, Naches River, North of Yakima Slope Stabilization



For Excellence in Environmental Design
US12, Naches River, North of Yakima Slope Stabilization

• Alternating vegetated rock groins and woody habitat features



2007 Partnership for Environmental Excellence 
in Construction Management Award

• Collaborative Partnerships to Ensure Compliance
• Innovation to Ensure Compliance 
• Extraordinary Response to a Non-Compliance Event
• Preventative Measures to Avoid Non-Compliance
• Environmental Compliance Risk of the Project

For the first year, the HQ Environmental Services Office sponsored 
this award to recognize environmental excellence on construction
projects.

Award nominees are measured against the following criteria:



Washington State Department of Transportation
2007 Partnership for Environmental Excellence in 

Construction Management Award

Western Washington Category

KLB Construction, Inc.

And

Marlin Lenssen’s Project Office

SR 527 132nd St SE to 112th St SE Widen to 5 Lanes

January 3, 2008



Environmental Excellence 
in Construction Management

SR 527 132nd St SE to 112th St SE Widen to 5 Lanes

• Widen from 2 to 5 lanes
• Sensitive resources
• In-water work

• Weekly check-in meetings

• Open houses held with local    
community



Environmental Excellence 
in Construction Management

SR 527 132nd St SE to 112th St SE Widen to 5 Lanes

• Partnerships with 
environmental inspectors

• Partnership with City of 
Everett

• Partnership between DOT 
and KLB
• No reportable environmental 
violations or exceedances



Washington State Department of Transportation
2007 Partnership for Environmental Excellence in 

Construction Management Award

Eastern Washington Category

Wilder Construction Company

And

Christopher Tams’ Project Office

SR 142 Bowman Creek Fish Barrier Removal

January 3, 2008



Environmental Excellence 
in Construction Management

SR 142 Bowman Creek Fish Barrier Removal

• Box culvert replaced by 60-
foot span

• Concrete weirs removed

• Flash flood risk
• Steep slopes and narrow 
roadway



Environmental Excellence 
in Construction Management

SR 142 Bowman Creek Fish Barrier Removal

• Experienced contractor staff
• Partnership with WDFW
• Replanted streambed and 

installed habitat structures

• Opened up 8.6 miles of 
spawning and rearing habitat

• No reportable non-compliance 
events or issues



The Environmental Services Office

Thanks You!

For your role in protecting Washington’s 
environment


