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SAFETEA-LU and Public Transit/Human Service Transportation Plans Planning Funds for Regional Transportation Planning Organizations
What are we proposing to do?
The WSDOT Public Transportation and Commute Option Office has notified Washington’s Regional Transportation Planning Organizations (RTPOs) of the opportunity for one-time financial assistance as they address new federal requirements for developing a public transit/human service transportation plan. The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) will require projects that are funded from the 2007 appropriations in FTA 5310 (Elderly and Disabled Transportation), FTA 5316 (JARC) and FTA 5317 (New Freedom) to be developed through a regional planning process. Projects for FTA 5311 funds are also recommended to be included in these plans. WSDOT wants to be proactive in providing guidance and funding to assist the RTPOs in this effort.
Who would be eligible to receive the funds?
RTPOs that cover rural and small urban areas are eligible to receive planning funds. RTPOs may also want to appoint a different lead agency (transit system, the local coordination coalition, etc.) that participates in the RTPO to take on the task of developing the Public Transit/Human Service Coordinated Transportation plan. 
What will be the deliverable from the grant funds?
Development of a Public Transit/Human Service Plan - consistent with the new requirements of SAFETEA-LU, as directed by WSDOT’s Public Transportation and Commute Option’s Office.   
RTPOs and/or the assigned lead agency in the region is asked to submit a description of their planning project, including a timeline, milestones and a proposed budget.  This information will be used to generate an Exhibit to the standard Planning Grant Contract.
We are currently working with FTA Region X to identify the minimum requirements for the plan.  Initial guidance from FTA (as well as the literature that we have received, and the "listening sessions" that we have participated in during the past three months) leads us to believe that these new regional plans will closely parallel  existing JARC plans, with some additional elements from the United We Ride assessment. WSDOT will be providing a framework and guidance for the local plans and will continue to communicate with the lead agencies on any additional guidance provided by FTA.
When would the planning grants begin? 
WSDOT has secured many of the funds that will be used for these one-time planning grants.  RTPOs are encouraged to submit a written request for these planning funds as soon as possible.  

How much money would be available for the planning grants? 
WSDOT will make up to $500,000 of eligible federal funds available to support the development of this one-time planning activity in rural and small urban areas. We will offer the funds to the RTPOs based on the following formula:  $10,000 per county with an additional $10,000 if the RTPO includes a small urban area.
How much money would be available for each RTPO?  

	
	Small Urban
	Match
	Rural & Sm Urban  County
	Match 
	Total Match
	Total Grant

	Benton-Franklin- Walla Walla
	$10,000
	$2,500
	$30,000
	$3,000
	$5,500
	$40,000

	Cowlitz-Wak COG/Southwest WA RTPO
	$10,000
	$2,500
	$50,000
	$5,000
	$7,500
	$60,000

	Tri-County Northeast RTPO
	
	
	$30,000
	$3,000
	$3,000
	$30,000

	Palouse RTPO


	$10,000
	$2,500
	$40,000
	$4,000
	$6,500
	$50,000

	North Central RTPO
	$10,000
	$2,500
	$30,000
	$3,000
	$5,500
	$40,000

	Peninsula RTPO
	
	
	$50,000
	$5,000
	$5,000
	$50,000

	Quad-Co RTPO
	
	
	$40,000
	$4,000
	$4,000
	$40,000



	Skagit/Island RTPO
	$10,000
	$2,500
	$20,000
	$2,000
	$4,500
	$30,000

	Southwest – Skamania - Klickitat
	
	
	$20,000
	$2,000
	$2,000
	$20,000

	Thurston RTPO


	$10,000
	$2,500
	$10,000
	$1,000
	$3,500
	$20,000

	Whatcom RTPO
	$10,000
	$2,500
	$10,000
	$1,000
	$3,500
	$20,000

	Yakima RTPO


	$10,000
	$2,500
	$10,000
	$1,000
	$3,500
	$20,000


There may be consideration for adding additional grant funds if an RTPO can make a justification based on their estimated complexities in their region.

Please send the planning project description, timeline, milestones and budget to:

Cathy Silins, Manager

Public Transportation and Commute Options Office

310 Maple Park, P.O. Box 47387

Olympia, WA  98504

Or e-mail to silinsc@wsdot.wa.gov        
For more information contact

March 29, 2006

Cathy Silins, 360-705-7919
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