
20
25

 R
eg

io
na

l T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

Pl
an

Th
ur

sto
n 

Re
gi

on
al

 P
la

nn
in

g C
ou

nc
il

3 - 10

3. Barrier-Free Transportation

Goal:  Ensure transportation system investments support the special
travel needs of youth, elders, people with disabilities, literacy or
language barriers, and those with low incomes.

Why Barrier-Free Transportation Is Important:

Transportation is considered an essential factor in maintaining independence, economic self-sufficiency
and dignity, and in preventing isolation.  However many residents face challenges because of physical,
economic, or linguistic hurdles – such as negotiating curbs and uneven sidewalks, arranging
transportation to work, the doctor’s office, and the grocery store, and reading transit schedules and
street signs.  Barrier-free transportation is based on thoughtful design, diverse travel and housing
choices, and policy awareness that reduces these mobility challenges.

Challenges for Barrier-Free Transportation:

The population in the Thurston region is aging rapidly.  Fit and healthy baby boomers in their prime
wage earning years today will soon begin retiring.   As the trend of “aging in place” increases, more
people will want to stay in the Thurston region.  Services and programs serving seniors, youth, and
those with disabilities will see more demand in the next few decades.

Those services and barrier-free improvements to the transportation infrastructure are already under-
funded and unable to keep up with current demand.  Simply trying to retrofit existing facilities as called
for in the Americans with Disabilities Act is beyond the means of most communities.  Supporting the
independence of our growing senior population depends on the success of establishing cost-effective,
convenient travel alternatives and community development patterns.

Public Comment and Input:

People with disabilities are among the most vocal proponents of an efficient, barrier-free transportation
system that works.  They rely on it, and know the impacts when it’s unavailable.

“Transportation for people with disabilities is really important to me because I’m a person who
wants to be on the go, and if my husband can’t drive me I have to hustle a ride.  And I work

Policies:

3.a Ensure transportation facilities comply with the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990.

3.b Construct public transportation stops and walkway approaches that are
accessible to those with differing physical capabilities.

3.c Provide transportation services, facilities, and programs that minimize barriers
to people who don’t speak or read English.

3.d Present information and provide public participation opportunities for people
who have limited literacy skills.

3.e Promote land use policies that provide a variety of housing types in core
areas near employment and services.

The intent of these policies is to support implementation of state and federal regulations for barrier-free transportation.

Policy 1
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with lots of seniors who have to rely on someone else for transportation because the transit
service doesn’t meet their needs.”

“People often see these services and programs as part of an essential “social safety net” that
they value in their community.”

“Many of the people who need social services in this community don’t have cars.  And they
have a hard time getting around.  Transit provides a social safety net.”

There’s a growing awareness of the needs of elders who were once independent travelers, but can no
longer drive.  This impacts their adult children, who often assume responsibility for their parents’
transportation needs.

“People who’ve lived in this community and grown old will know they don’t have to leave and
move to another community that does have public transportation just because they can’t drive
anymore.  Having good public transportation means they can stay here.”

“We need to think about the elderly and children when we design our transportation systems.
They don’t have any way to get around without a car.”

Balancing individual choice and demand for government
service is challenging.

“It’s not that the needs of people in the city rank
higher than those of rural people, but a rural
lifestyle is a choice.  And I know a lot of people
who, as they got sicker or more infirm, knew that
they needed to be closer to the services they
need.  So they moved.  And there has to be a lot
of that, because we don’t have the same
extended families like we used to have.  Society
has changed.  If people live that far out in the
sticks, they need to come to where the services
are.  We can’t keep stretching the limited dollars we have to service every square mile of road
system we have in every possible place that people may want to live.”

Measures to Support Barrier-Free Transportation Objectives:

• Forge partnerships among government, non-profit, for-profit, and faith-based agencies to
identify and serve the transportation needs of the region’s youth, elders, and people with
disabilities or low incomes.  With an expanding senior population, providing cost-effective
alternatives to Dial-A-Lift is becoming increasingly important. Options may involve land use
and service delivery measures.

• Look for innovative ways of funding and providing life-line transportation services.

• Identify ways to offer transportation services that connect low-income populations with
employment areas and social services.  Identify and address regulatory barriers impacting the
ability of non-traditional transportation partnerships to provide services.

• Explore innovative public/private partnerships aimed at increasing affordable, transit-friendly
housing choices in the urban area near essential services.

Did You Know…?

Two percent of Thurston’s popula-
tion aged 16-64 have a mobility
limitation, compared to 13.6% of
people age 65 and over.  By 2025,
about 20% of the region’s popula-
tion will be 65 or older, up from
12% of the population in 2000.

Source:  2000 Census and TRPC
forecasts
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Behavioral Health Resources 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters 

Boys & Girls Clubs of Thurston County 
Capitol Aeroporter 

Catholic Community Services 
Centralia College 

Child Care Action Council 
Children’s’ Justice and Advocacy Center 

Choice Regional Health Network 
Christ the Servant Lutheran Church 

CIELO Project at Radio Ranch 
City of Lacey 

City of Lacey - Parks 
City of Olympia 

City of Rainier 
City of Tenino 

City of Tumwater 
City of Yelm 

Coastal Community Action Program 
Community Youth Services 

Crisis Clinic 
DC Cab 

Department of Veteran’s Affairs 
Economic Development Council 

Educational Services District #113 
Enterprise for Equity 

Evergreen Christian Center 
Faith Assembly of Lacey 

Family Support Center 
First Christian Church 

First United Methodist Church 
FLT Consulting 

Greyhound 
Griffin School District 

Housing Authority of Thurston County 
Intercity Transit 
Interfaith Works 

L.E.W.I.S. Mountain Highway Transit 
Lacey Community Church 
Lacey Presbyterian Church 

Laidlaw Transportation 

Left Foot Organics 
Life Recovery Center 
Local Area Planning Group 
LOTT Alliance 
Lucky Eagle Casino 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepard 
Mason Transit 
Mercy Housing 
Morningside 
New Market Skills Center 
Nisqually Indian Tribe 
North Thurston School District 
Olympia Child Care Center 
Olympia Christian Reformed Church 
Olympia School District #111 
Olympic View Elementary 
Pacific Mountain Workforce 
Pacific Peaks Girl Scout 
Paratransit Services 
Parent to Parent 
Pierce Transit 
Providence St. Peter Hospital 
Puget Sound Regional Council 
Rainier School District #307 
Red Wind Casino 
Refugee & Immigrant Service Center 
Retired Senior Volunteer Program 
Rochester Organization of Families 
Rochester School District 
Rochester Weed & Seed 
Sacred Heart 
Safe Place 
Sea Mar Behavioral Health 
Senior Services for South Sound 
Sound to Harbor HeadStart 113 
Squaxin Island Tribe 
St. Benedict’s Episcopal Church 
St. John’s Episcopal 
Stonewall Youth 
Temple Beth Hatfiloh 
Tenino Community Service Center 
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Tenino Independent 
Tenino School District #402 
The Community Foundation 
The Evergreen State College 

The Mom’s House 
Thurston Conservation District 

Thurston County Food Banks 
Thurston County Parent Coalition 

Thurston County Prosecutor’s Office 
Thurston County PUD 

Thurston Regional Planning Council 
Timberland Regional Library 

TOGETHER! 
Town of Bucoda 

Transportation Policy Board 
Transpro/Northwest Connections 

Tumwater School District #33 
Twin Transit 
United Churches of Olympia 
United Way of Thurston County 
Unity Church of Olympia 
Volunteer Center of LMT Co 
Welfare Rights Organizing Coalition 
West Minister Presbyterian 
WorkSource of Thurston County 
Yelm Adult Community Center 
Yelm Community Schools 
Yelm Community Services 
Yelm Prairie Christian Center 
Yelm School District 
YMCA 

 
 

Alliance for Retarded Citizens (ARC) of Washington 
Community Action Council of Lewis, Mason, and Thurston Counties 

Community Transportation Association of America 
Community Transportation Association of Northwest 

Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis Reservation 
Cowlitz Wakiakum Council of Governments 

Department of Community, Trade and Economic Development 
Department of Social and Health Services – Aging and Adult Services 
Department of Social and Health Services – Children’s Administration 

Department of Social and Health Services – Community and Rural Health 
Department of Social and Health Services – Division of Alcohol and Substance Abuse 

Department of Social and Health Services – Division of Child Support 
Department of Social and Health Services – Division of Development Disabilities 

Department of Social and Health Services – Division of Disabilities 
Department of Social and Health Services – Homelessness/Housing Services 

Department of Social and Health Services – Medical Assistance 
Department of Social and Health Services – Olympia CSO 

Department of Social and Health Services – WorkFirst 
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 

Employment Security Department – WorkFirst 
Lewis Mason Thurston Area Agency on Aging 
Lewis Mason Thurston Head Start/ECCEAP 
Lower Columbia Community Action Council 
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 

Pacific Mountain Workforce Consortium 
Partners for Children, Youth and Families 

Peninsula Regional Transportation Planning Organization 
Providence St. Peter Hospital – Kidney Dialysis Center 



South Puget Intertribal Planning Agency (SPIPA) 
South Puget Sound Community College – Disabilities Support Services 

South Puget Sound Community College –WorkFirst 
Thurston County Association for the Blind 

Thurston County Board of County Commissioners 
Thurston County Human Services Transportation Forum 

Thurston County Juvenile Court Probation 
Thurston County Parks and Recreation Department 

Thurston County Public Health and Social Services Department 
Tribal Transportation Planning Organization 

Washington State Department of General Administration 
Washington State Department of Personnel 

Washington State Department of Transportation – Office of Tribal Liason 
Washington State Department of Transportation – Olympic Region 

Washington State Department of Transportation – Public Transportation &Rail Division 
Washington State House of Representatives (Districts 2, 20, 22, 35) 

Washington State Senate (Districts 2, 20, 22, 35) 
Washington State University – Thurston County Extension 

Yakima Valley Council of Governments 



Jurisdiction 1995 2000 2005 2006 1995-2005 2005-2006

Bucoda City 0.3% 0.3% 0.3%  0.3%  0.8%     0.0%     
UGA    *   * 0.0%  0.0%  0.0%     0.0%     
Total 0.3%  0.3%  0.3%  0.3%  0.8%     0.0%     

Lacey City 13.9%  15.1%  14.8%  14.7%  2.5%     2.7%     
UGA 14.9%  13.8%  14.1%  14.1%  1.2%     3.3%     
Total 28.8%  28.9%  28.9%  28.8%  1.9%     3.0%     

Olympia City 20.2%  20.5%  19.3%  18.9%  1.4%     0.9%     
UGA 4.7%  4.5%  4.9%  4.9%  2.4%     3.7%     
Total 24.9%  25.0%  24.2%  23.9%  1.6%     1.5%     

Rainier City 0.8%  0.7%  0.7%  0.7%  1.1%     5.0%     
UGA 0.1%  0.1%  0.1%  0.1%  1.2%     3.8%     
Total 0.8%  0.8%  0.8%  0.8%  1.1%     4.9%     

Tenino City 0.7%  0.7%  0.7%  0.7%  0.8%     1.0%     
UGA 0.1%  0.1%  0.1%  0.1%  1.6%     2.4%     
Total 0.8%  0.8%  0.7%  0.7%  0.8%     1.1%     

Tumwater City 6.5%  6.1%  5.8%  5.7%  0.7%     1.2%     
UGA 3.7%  3.5%  3.8%  3.8%  2.1%     4.0%     
Total 10.1%  9.6%  9.5%  9.5%  1.2%     2.3%     

Yelm  City 1.2%  1.6%  2.0%  2.0%  6.9%     2.5%     
UGA 0.6%  0.5%  0.5%  0.5%  0.4%     2.7%     
Total 1.8%  2.1%  2.5%  2.5%  5.1%     2.5%     

Grand Mound UGA Total 0.4%  0.4%  0.4%  0.4%  0.2%     3.1%     

Chehalis Reservation1 Total 0.0%  0.0%  0.0%  0.0%  0.0%     2.4%     

Nisqually Reservation1 Total 0.3%  0.3%  0.3%  0.3%  -0.6%     3.7%     

Total Cities 43.6%  45.0%  43.6%  43.0%  1.8%     1.7%     
Total UGAs 2 24.4%  22.9%  23.7%  23.8%  1.6%     3.5%     
Total Reservations1 0.3%  0.3%  0.3%  0.3%  -0.5%     3.6%     
Rural Unincorporated County3 31.6%  31.8%  32.4%  32.9%  2.1%     4.8%     

Thurston County Total 100.0%  100.0%  100.0%  100.0%  1.9%     3.1%     

3Rural unincorporated county is the portion of the unincorporated county that lies outside UGA and Reservation boundaries.

Table 1
Population Distribution and Rate of Growth in Thurston County Cities and UGAs

1995, 2000, 2005, 2006

Sources: Cities and County Total - Washington State Office of Financial Management and U.S. Bureau of the Census; UGAs - TRPC 
Small Area Population Estimates.

Average Annual Rate of Growth

Explanations: Includes population growth by annexation.  Data are for April 1 of each year.   Numbers may not add due to rounding.

1Data is for Thurston County portion of reservation only.
2UGA - Urban Growth Area.  Unincorporated area designated to be annexed into city limits over 20 years time to accommodate urban 

Population Distribution

*Bucoda did not have an Urban Growth Area prior to 2004.



Jurisdiction2 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

Bucoda & UGA 650            680            710            760            800            

Lacey & UGA 73,900       82,900       92,200       99,900       106,700     

Olympia & UGA 60,900       67,000       72,900       77,900       82,200       

Rainier & UGA 1,760         1,990         2,260         2,510         2,740         

Tenino & UGA 2,030         2,470         2,890         3,280         3,580         

Tumwater & UGA 24,400       27,100       32,200       37,100       41,600       

Yelm & UGA 6,590         7,690         9,100         10,330       11,480       

Grand Mound UGA 850            870            920            970            1,000         

Chehalis Reservation1 60              80              110            140            170            

Nisqually Reservation1 630            710            790            870            940            

Total Cities & UGAs2 171,000     190,730     213,170     232,660     250,040     
Total Reservations1 690            790            900            1,010         1,110         
Rural Unincorporated County3 83,300       93,500       104,900     114,300     121,800     

Thurston County Total 255,000     285,000     319,000     348,000     373,000     

Table 2

Thurston County, 2010-2030

3Rural unincorporated county is the portion of the unincorporated county that lies outside UGA and Reservation boundaries.

Population Forecast and Distribution by Jurisdiction

Source:  TRPC - Population and Employment Forecast Work Program, 2004/2005 update.
Explanation: Numbers may not add due to rounding.
1Data is for Thurston County portion of reservation only.
2UGA - Urban Growth Area.  Unincorporated area designated to be annexed into city limits over 20 years time to accommodate urban 
growth. 



Jurisdiction 1994 1998 2003/20051 Growth 94-051

Lacey & UGA 2,615 2,570 3,545 +930
13% 12% 16% +36%

Olympia & UGA 12,300 14,260 12,045 -255
62% 66% 53% -2%

Tumwater & UGA 4,120 3,715 6,030 +1,910
21% 17% 26% +46%

Other Locations in 785 1,205 1,205 +420
Thurston County 4% 6% 5% +54%

Total 19,830 21,750 22,825 +2,995
100% 100% 100% +15%

Source:  Washington State Departments of Employment Security and General Administration; TRPC.
Explanation:  Numbers may not add due to rounding.
12003 employment numbers allocated to 2005 locations.

Table 3
State Employment Distribution Trends



Employer Employees
State Government, including education 20,000-25,000

Local Government, including education 10,000-15,000

Providence St. Peter Hospital 1,000-5,000

Tribal Government 1,000-5,000

Federal Government 500-1,000

Group Health Cooperative 500-1,000

Columbia Capital Medical Center 100-500  

Wal-mart 100-500

Saint Martin's College 100-500

Costco Wholesale Corporation 100-500

Source:  TRPC survey.

Table 4
Top Ten Employers in Thurston County, 2004



Actual Estimate
Industry 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

Agriculture, except agriculture services 1,750 1,900 1,900 1,900 1,900 1,900 1,900
Forestry, fishing, & hunting 500 650 650 650 650 650 650
Mining 125 125 150 150 150 175 175
Construction 5,950 6,300 7,100 7,700 8,300 8,800 9,400
Manufacturing 4,750 4,000 4,350 4,500 4,650 4,800 5,050
   Durable Goods 2,250 1,900 2,050 2,100 2,150 2,250 2,400
   Nondurable Goods 2,500 2,100 2,300 2,400 2,500 2,550 2,650
Transportation, except transp services 1,700 2,850 3,200 3,500 3,800 4,050 4,350
Communications 800 950 1,100 1,200 1,300 1,400 1,550
Utilities 200 200 200 200 200 200 200
Wholesale trade 2,900 3,800 4,350 4,800 5,200 5,600 6,000
Retail trade 18,550 19,650 21,750 23,650 25,450 27,200 29,100
   Auto dealers & service stations 1,700 1,750 1,900 2,050 2,150 2,300 2,400
   Eating & drinking places 5,600 6,250 6,800 7,300 7,750 8,250 8,750
   Retail, except restaurants & auto 11,250 11,650 13,050 14,350 15,500 16,700 18,000
Finance 2,350 2,700 3,250 3,750 4,150 4,550 4,950
Insurance 1,000 1,100 1,250 1,400 1,550 1,700 1,850
Real estate 3,250 4,250 5,050 5,600 6,100 6,600 7,100
Services 31,700 37,300 43,300 48,150 52,800 57,200 62,000
   Consumer services 14,950 19,550 23,100 25,700 28,250 30,550 32,950
   Producer services 8,350 8,200 9,400 10,450 11,300 12,150 13,150
   Health services 8,400 9,550 10,800 12,000 13,250 14,500 15,900
Federal government - civilian 1,100 1,000 1,200 1,150 1,300 1,250 1,400
State government 22,750 23,200 24,750 25,950 27,050 28,100 29,250
   State government, except education 21,300 21,600 22,850 23,950 24,900 25,850 26,800
   State education 1,400 1,600 1,900 2,000 2,150 2,300 2,450
Local government 10,850 11,650 13,700 15,350 16,900 18,250 19,700
Total Local Employment1 110,300 121,500 137,200 149,600 161,500 172,500 184,500
Net Outbound Civilian Commuters2 10,250 12,800 16,500 19,650 22,800 25,400 28,000
Military 2,000 2,400 2,400 2,400 2,400 2,400 2,400
Total Employed Persons3 99,000 110,300 126,200 139,000 151,300 162,500 174,500
Unemployed Persons 5,200 6,200 6,400 6,700 7,100 7,500 7,800
Total Labor Force4 104,200 116,500 132,600 145,700 158,400 170,000 182,300
Total Thurston County Population 207,355 224,000 255,000 285,000 319,000 348,000 373,000

1Total Local Employment is the number of positions available in Thurston County.  

3Total Employed Persons is the number of Thurston County residents that are employed.  
4Total Labor Force is calculated by adding Total Employed Persons and Unemployed Persons.

Explanations: Medium Growth Scenario.  Employment figures represent annual averages. Population figures are for April 
1 of each year. (Detail may not add to total due to rounding.)  

2Net Outbound Civilian Commuters is calculated by subtracting persons commuting into Thurston County from persons 
commuting out of Thurston County. 

Table 5
Thurston County Total Employment Projections, 2000-2030

Projected

Source: TRPC - Population and Employment Forecast Work Program.



Jurisdiction Resources4
Construc-

tion
Manu-

facturing T. C. U5
Wholesale 

Trade
Retail 
Trade F.I.R.E6

Services 
& Tribal 

Ent. Government
Total 

Employ. Percent
Lacey & UGA 411  2,277  909  1,812  1,659  7,733  3,556  13,312  10,447  42,116  22.8%
Olympia & UGA 131  1,896  1,047  1,391  936  13,508  5,368  27,537  21,602  73,416  39.8%
Tumwater & UGA 117  1,807  1,621  1,297  2,415  4,390  2,025  7,276  12,215  33,163  18.0%
Yelm & UGA 61  404  514  452  382  1,607  990  2,848  1,368  8,626  4.7%
Bucoda & UGA 0  9  1  10  10  44  16  74  8  172  0.1%
Rainier & UGA 6  69  1  30  20  161  81  365  352  1,086  0.6%
Tenino & UGA 66  98  24  284  89  362  192  518  554  2,188  1.2%
Grand Mound UGA 33  27  152  80  105  407  64  236  314  1,418  0.8%
Rochester Sub-Area 143  255  68  161  17  250  209  647  598  2,348  1.3%
Chehalis Reservation1 0  38  0  1  0  0  2  2,432  0  2,472  1.3%
Nisqually Reservation1 5  28  8  2  0  0  10  1,263  335  1,651  0.9%

Total Cities & UGAs2 967  6,843  4,337  5,517  5,633  28,462  12,500  52,814  47,459  164,532  89.1%
Total Reservations1 5  66  8  3  0  0  12  3,694  335  4,123  2.2%
Rural Unincorporated County3 1,753  2,491  704  580  367  688  1,390  5,494  2,557  16,024  8.7%
Total Thurston County 2,725  9,400  5,050  6,100  6,001  29,150  13,902  62,001  50,350  184,679  100.0%

Source:  TRPC Population & Employment Forecast, 2006.
Explanations: Numbers may not add due to rounding.
1Data is for Thurston County portion of reservation only. Chehalis Reservation includes economic growth in Grand Mound area.
2UGA - Urban Growth Area.  Unincorporated area designated to be annexed into city limits over 20 years time to accommodate urban growth.
3Rural unincorporated county is the portion of the unincorporated county that lies outside UGA and Reservation boundaries.
4Resources includes forestry, fishing, mining, and agriculture.
5T.C.U - transportation, communications, and utilities.
6F.I.R.E - finance, insurance, and real estate.

Table 6
Thurston County Total Employment Forecast (2030) by Jurisdiction



Age Males Females Total Males Females Total Males Females Total Males Females Total Males Females Total

0-4   6,085  5,605  11,690  6,565  6,262  12,827  6,836 6,543 13,379 0.8%  1.1%  0.9%  0.8%  0.9%  0.8%  

5-9   6,586  6,296  12,882  7,354  7,077  14,431  7,187 6,933 14,119 1.1%  1.2%  1.1%  -0.5%  -0.4%  -0.4%  

10-14   6,393  5,864  12,257  7,943  7,381  15,324  8,178 7,592 15,770 2.2%  2.3%  2.3%  0.6%  0.6%  0.6%  

15-19   5,786  5,572  11,358  8,260  7,644  15,904  8,766 8,197 16,963 3.6%  3.2%  3.4%  1.2%  1.4%  1.3%  

20-24   5,176  5,293  10,469  6,662  6,659  13,321  7,768 7,775 15,543 2.6%  2.3%  2.4%  3.1%  3.1%  3.1%  

25-29   5,868  6,134  12,002  6,573  6,457  13,030  6,822 6,669 13,490 1.1%  0.5%  0.8%  0.7%  0.6%  0.7%  

30-34   6,631  7,189  13,820  7,014  7,008  14,022  6,880 6,850 13,730 0.6%  -0.3%  0.1%  -0.4%  -0.5%  -0.4%  

35-39   6,947  7,729  14,676  7,959  8,403  16,362  7,588 7,832 15,420 1.4%  0.8%  1.1%  -1.0%  -1.4%  -1.2%  

40-44   6,645  6,947  13,592  8,295  9,119  17,414  8,437 9,215 17,652 2.2%  2.8%  2.5%  0.3%  0.2%  0.3%  

45-49   5,092  5,019  10,111  8,293  9,034  17,327  9,223 9,899 19,122 5.0%  6.1%  5.5%  2.1%  1.8%  2.0%  

50-54   3,663  3,595  7,258  7,521  7,779  15,300  8,782 9,201 17,983 7.5%  8.0%  7.7%  3.1%  3.4%  3.3%  

55-59   3,025  3,265  6,290  5,412  5,466  10,878  7,380 7,583 14,962 6.0%  5.3%  5.6%  6.4%  6.8%  6.6%  

60-64   2,861  3,265  6,126  3,746  3,840  7,586  5,005 5,115 10,120 2.7%  1.6%  2.2%  6.0%  5.9%  5.9%  

65-69   2,771  3,293  6,064  2,970  3,288  6,258  3,466 3,757 7,223 0.7%  0.0%  0.3%  3.1%  2.7%  2.9%  

70-74   2,230  2,659  4,889  2,577  3,187  5,764  2,684 3,148 5,831 1.5%  1.8%  1.7%  0.8%  -0.2%  0.2%  

75-79   1,495  2,158  3,653  2,058  3,007  5,065  2,060 2,890 4,950 3.2%  3.4%  3.3%  0.0%  -0.8%  -0.5%  

80-84   812  1,501  2,313  1,405  2,184  3,589  1,594 2,510 4,104 5.6%  3.8%  4.5%  2.6%  2.8%  2.7%  

85+   510  1,278  1,788  936  2,017  2,953  1,224 2,514 3,738 6.3%  4.7%  5.1%  5.5%  4.5%  4.8%  

Total   78,576  82,662  161,238  101,543  105,812  207,355  109,878 114,222 224,099 2.6%  2.5%  2.5%  1.6%  1.5%  1.6%  

15-17   3,513  3,315  6,828  5,216  4,729  9,945  5,515 5,052 10,567 4.0%  3.6%  3.8%  1.1%  1.3%  1.2%  

Median Age   32.6  34.6  33.6  35.3  37.7  36.5  36.6 39.3 37.9 -- -- -- -- -- --

Sources: Washington Office of Financial Management, Intercensal and Postcensal Estimates of County Population by Age and Sex: 1980-2005.  Available from 
www.ofm.wa.gov. 2000 Data from Census, U.S. Bureau of the Census.
Explanations: Age/sex detail may not add due to rounding, and unrounded numbers are not meant to imply precision. The 1990 counts are adjusted for age misreporting. 

% Annual Change (00-05)

Table 7
Estimates of Population by Age and Gender, Thurston County 

1990, 2000, 2005
1990 2000 % Annual Change (90-00)2005



Jurisdiction Number Percent Number Percent
Median 

age Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Bucoda 328 52.2% 300 47.8% 34.4 187 29.8% 388 61.8% 53 8.4% 628 100%

Lacey 14,918 47.8% 16,308 52.2% 34.2 8,226 26.3% 18,841 60.3% 4,159 13.3% 31,226 100%

Olympia 20,319 47.8% 22,195 52.2% 36.0 9,120 21.5% 27,722 65.2% 5,672 13.3% 42,514 100%

Rainier 740 49.6% 752 50.4% 34.0 456 30.6% 908 60.9% 128 8.6% 1,492 100%

Tenino 691 47.8% 756 52.2% 34.2 431 29.8% 809 55.9% 207 14.3% 1,447 100%

Tumwater 6,007 47.3% 6,691 52.7% 36.2 2,943 23.2% 8,035 63.3% 1,720 13.5% 12,698 100%

Yelm 1,544 46.9% 1,745 53.1% 30.8 1,051 32.0% 1,884 57.3% 354 10.8% 3,289 100%

Total incorporated 44,547 47.7% 48,747 52.2% N/A 22,414 24.0% 58,587 62.8% 12,293 13.2% 93,294 100%

Total unincorporated 56,996 50.0% 57,065 50.0% N/A 30,113 26.4% 72,612 63.7% 11,336 9.9% 114,061 100%

Chehalis Reservation1 337 48.8% 354 51.2% 24.5 284 41.1% 366 53.0% 41 5.9% 691 100%

Nisqually Reservation1 274 46.6% 314 53.4% 25.8 215 36.6% 344 58.5% 29 4.9% 588 100%

Thurston County 101,543 49.0% 105,812 51.0% 36.5 52,527 25.3% 131,199 63.3% 23,629 11.4% 207,355 100%

Washington 2,934,300 49.8% 2,959,821 50.2% 35.3 1,513,843 25.7% 3,718,130 63.1% 662,148 11.2% 5,894,121 100%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000.
Explanation:  1Data is for reservation as a whole, including those portions outside Thurston County.

Table 8
Gender by Age Categories

Thurston County Jurisdictions, 2000
Total Population65 & OverMale Female 0-17 Years 18-64 Years



Bucoda Lacey Olympia Rainier Tenino Tumwater Yelm

Uninc. 
Thurston 
County

Thurston 
County

Chehalis 
Res.1

Nisqually 
Res.1

Total with a Disability 167 5,451 7,400 229 304 2,390 576 19,325 35,842 135 103
Percent of Population 27.3% 19.8% 19.1% 17.0% 22.3% 20.2% 19.0% 18.2% 18.8% 23.1% 18.7%

Total age 65 years and over with a Disability 22 1,789 2,240 47 100 850 176 4,215 9,439 40 14
Percent of Disabled Population 13.2% 32.8% 30.3% 20.5% 32.9% 35.6% 30.6% 21.8% 26.3% 29.6% 13.6%
Percent of Population 65 years and over 59.5% 43.9% 44.3% 39.8% 49.5% 49.9% 48.0% 37.9% 41.6% 81.6% 60.9%

Total Employed with a Disability 45 1,997 2,781 85 93 718 214 7,856 13,789 34 51
Percent of Disabled Population 26.9% 36.6% 37.6% 37.1% 30.6% 30.0% 37.2% 40.7% 38.5% 25.2% 49.5%
Percent of Employed Population 11.2% 10.6% 9.9% 9.3% 10.7% 8.6% 10.6% 10.4% 10.2% 9.6% 12.9%

Total with a Disability with 1999
      income below poverty level

Percent of Disabled Population 37.1% 15.9% 18.7% 10.0% 11.2% 12.5% 8.5% 10.9% 13.5% 28.9% 23.3%
Percent of Population with 1999 
      income below poverty level

Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census 2000.

1Data is for the reservation as a whole, including those portions outside Thurston County.

Population with a Disability, Thurston County, 2000
Table 9

16.4%

4,821 39

28.9%29.5%44.0%

1,381

27.4%

62 23 2,107867

29.6%

Explanations:  Data represents the civilian noninstitutionalized population 5 years and over.  The U.S. Census defines disability as a long-lasting physical, mental, or emotional condition. 
This condition can make it difficult for a person to do activities such as walking, climbing stairs, dressing, bathing, learning, or remembering. This condition can also impede a person from 
being able to go outside the home alone or to work at a job or business.

36.7% 30.6%

298

25.3%28.8%24.2%

244934



Language Spoken at Home Bucoda Lacey Olympia Rainier Tenino Tumwater Yelm

Uninc. 
Thurston 
County

Thurston 
County 
Total

Chehalis 
Res.1

Nisqually 
Res.1

English 94.9% 84.5% 87.6% 88.7% 95.6% 90.0% 89.0% 88.2% 87.7% 87.6% 85.0%

Spanish 3.6% 4.1% 3.9% 4.0% 1.9% 2.3% 4.1% 4.1% 3.9% 8.1% 6.7%
Linguistically isolated 1.0% 0.8% 0.4% 0.6% 0.4% 0.4% 1.0% 0.3% 0.4% 2.7% 0.0%
Not linguistically isolated 2.6% 3.3% 3.6% 3.4% 1.6% 1.9% 3.1% 3.8% 3.5% 5.4% 6.7%

Other Indo-European languages 0.0% 4.6% 4.1% 5.7% 0.9% 4.2% 5.2% 4.0% 4.1% 0.0% 0.6%
Linguistically isolated 0.0% 0.2% 0.2% 0.0% 0.0% 0.2% 0.3% 0.3% 0.3% 0.0% 0.0%
Not linguistically isolated 0.0% 4.4% 3.9% 5.7% 0.9% 4.1% 4.9% 3.6% 3.8% 0.0% 0.6%

Asian and Pacific Island languages 0.5% 6.5% 4.1% 1.0% 1.6% 3.1% 1.4% 3.5% 4.0% 0.0% 5.6%
Linguistically isolated 0.0% 1.6% 1.3% 0.0% 0.2% 1.1% 0.4% 0.6% 0.9% 0.0% 0.0%
Not linguistically isolated 0.5% 4.9% 2.8% 1.0% 1.4% 2.0% 1.0% 3.0% 3.1% 0.0% 5.6%

Other languages 1.0% 0.4% 0.2% 0.6% 0.0% 0.4% 0.3% 0.2% 0.3% 4.3% 2.2%
Linguistically isolated 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
Not linguistically isolated 1.0% 0.4% 0.2% 0.6% 0.0% 0.4% 0.3% 0.2% 0.2% 4.3% 2.2%

Percent of housholds      
linguistically isolated

1.0% 2.6% 1.9% 0.6% 0.5% 1.7% 1.7% 1.3% 1.7% 2.7% 0.0%

1Data is for the reservation as a whole, including those portions outside Thurston County.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000.

Table 10
Language Spoken at Home and Linguistically Isolated Households by Jurisdiction, 2000

Explanation:  A linguistically isolated household is one in which no member 14 years old and over (1) speaks only English or (2) speaks a non-English language and speaks 
English "very well." In other words, all members 14 years old and over have at least some difficulty with English.



Jurisdiction Household Family
Male

Full-Time
Female

 Full-Time
Per Capita 

Income

Bucoda $34,286  $32,708  $36,071  $22,321  $16,613      

Lacey $43,848  $50,923  $37,053  $29,497  $20,224      

Olympia $40,846  $54,136  $41,267  $31,515  $22,590      

Rainier $42,955  $44,226  $34,609  $27,375  $16,636      

Tenino $34,526  $41,208  $31,058  $25,972  $18,244      

Tumwater $43,329  $54,156  $41,778  $32,044  $25,080      

Yelm $39,453  $45,475  $32,037  $24,474  $15,865      

Thurston County1 $46,975  $55,027  $40,521  $30,368  $22,415      

Chehalis Reservation2 $30,000  $29,922  $27,857  $21,500  $9,097      

Nisqually Reservation2 $35,000  $38,750  $34,250  $25,096  $14,094      

Washington State $45,776  $53,760  $40,687  $30,021  $22,973      

Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census.
Explanations:  2000 Census reflects 1999 income.
1Thurston County includes unincorporated and incorporated Thurston County.
2Data is for the reservation as a whole, including those portions outside Thurston County.

Median Income

Table 11
Median and Per Capita Incomes by Jurisdiction, 1999



1999 Income Bucoda Lacey Olympia Rainier Tenino Tumwater Yelm
Thurston 
County1

Chehalis
Reservation2

Nisqually
Reservation2

Less than $10,000 7.1% 7.6% 10.3% 5.9% 10.0% 5.7% 10.1% 6.6% 14.5% 11.1% 

$10,000 to $14,999 7.7% 5.0% 7.2% 7.1% 7.2% 5.2% 8.3% 5.2% 9.1% 5.0% 

$15,000 to $24,999 22.4% 12.6% 13.4% 7.5% 14.5% 13.4% 12.2% 11.1% 16.7% 11.1% 

$25,000 to $34,999 13.8% 13.0% 13.5% 15.4% 19.3% 14.4% 12.4% 12.8% 24.2% 22.8% 

$35,000 to $49,999 19.4% 19.7% 15.7% 23.5% 16.1% 19.6% 21.0% 17.8% 18.8% 15.0% 

$50,000 to $74,999 19.9% 24.5% 20.5% 27.9% 23.5% 20.3% 24.9% 23.9% 9.7% 17.2% 

$75,000 to $99,999 2.6% 10.1% 9.8% 9.3% 3.7% 11.5% 6.8% 11.8% 4.8% 13.3% 

$100,000 to $149,999 3.6% 6.0% 7.3% 1.6% 4.6% 7.1% 3.3% 7.9% 2.2% 4.4% 

$150,000 to $199,999 1.0% 0.9% 1.2% 1.4% 0.4% 1.1% 0.7% 1.4% 0.0% 0.0% 

$200,000 or more 2.6% 0.6% 1.0% 0.4% 0.9% 1.6% 0.2% 1.5% 0.0% 0.0% 

Total  100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%  100.0%  100.0% 100.0% 

Median Income $34,286 $43,848 $40,846 $42,955 $34,526 $43,329 $39,453 $46,975 $30,000 $35,000

# of Households 196  12,351  18,673  506  571  5,587  1,206  81,666  186  180  

2Data is for the reservation as a whole, including those portions outside Thurston County.

Table 12
Household Income, 1999

1Data includes both incorporated and unincorporated Thurston County.

Explanations:   Income earned by all household members 15 years of age and older.  2000 Census reflects 1999 income.   Numbers may not add due to rounding.

Percentage of Households

Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census.



Jurisdiction Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Bucoda 162 25.1%   73 17.0%   1 2.7%   89 41.2%   
Lacey 2,798 9.2%   1,865 8.2%   266 6.5%   892 11.5%   
Olympia 4,982 12.1%   3,982 12.4%   319 6.3%   935 10.4%   
Rainier 100 6.8%   63 6.4%   8 6.8%   33 6.8%   
Tenino 132 9.1%   76 7.5%   20 9.9%   52 12.4%   
Tumwater 1,060 8.5%   748 7.7%   88 5.2%   269 9.5%   
Yelm 333 10.1%   204 8.8%   25 6.8%   111 11.3%   

Thurston County 17,992 8.8%   12,723 8.3%   1,135 5.0%   4,953 9.8%   
Chehalis Reservation1 160 24.4%   81 21.3%   19 38.8%   78 28.5%   
Nisqually Reservation1 107 18.2%   62 16.3%   6 26.1%   37 18.4%   

Washington State 612,370 10.6%   409,479 9.6%   47,967 7.5%   193,569 13.2%   

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census.

1Data is for the reservation as a whole, including those portions outside Thurston County.

Table 13
Individuals Below Poverty Level, 1999

Related Children
Under 18 Years

Explanations: 1999 income used to calculate poverty statistics. Percent denotes percent of total population in specified age 
category.  Refer to Table II-9 for total population by age category.

Total
Individuals 18+ Years 65+ Years



 

Total
Jurisdiction Families # % # % # % # % # % # %

Bucoda 151 28 18.5%   20 22.7%   14 43.8%   7 25.0%   6 27.3%   4 40.0%   
Lacey 8,093 600 7.4%   517 11.9%   318 17.2%   395 27.8%   379 36.5%   233 52.8%   
Olympia 9,990 691 6.9%   571 10.5%   310 14.6%   449 24.1%   403 28.6%   215 39.4%   
Rainier 379 25 6.6%   22 9.3%   4 4.9%   18 26.9%   15 27.8%   4 66.7%   
Tenino 377 19 5.0%   16 7.3%   9 11.3%   6 7.2%   6 10.3%   2 15.4%   
Tumwater 3,228 140 4.3%   132 8.1%   84 13.0%   89 15.9%   89 20.0%   57 44.9%   
Yelm 847 67 7.9%   67 12.1%   30 13.5%   56 30.6%   56 40.6%   19 35.8%   
Uninc. Thurston County 32,160 1,632 51.0%   1,345 50.0%   565 42.4%   770 43.0%   754 44.1%   325 37.8%   

Thurston County 55,225 3,202 5.8%   2,690 9.4%   1,334 13.0%   1,790 22.3%   1,708 29.0%   859 45.0%   
Chehalis Reservation1 147 29 19.7%   26 21.8%   11 21.2%   13 26.5%   13 27.7%   4 26.7%   
Nisqually Reservation1 161 22 13.7%   16 17.2%   9 31.0%   11 21.6%   11 24.4%   8 61.5%   

Washington State 1,509,395 110,663 7.3%   88,838 11.2%   46,276 14.9%   52,290 24.1%   48,358 30.8%   24,089 45.6%   

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census.

1Data is for the reservation as a whole, including those portions outside Thurston County.

Explanations: 1999 income used to calculate poverty statistics. Total families sampled is families for whom poverty status is determined. Percent denotes percent of families 
below poverty line as a percent of total families in specified age category.

Total Families
With Children

Under 18
With Children

Under 5

Table 14
Families Below Poverty Level, 1999

All Families Below Poverty Line

Total Families
With Children

Under 18
With Children

Under 5

Female Head of Household Below Poverty Line



School District
Total 

Population
Population Age 

5-17
Age 5-17       

Below Poverty
Percent Below 

Poverty

Centralia1 21,564   4,355   765   17.6%    
Griffin 5,030   939   65   6.9%    
North Thurston 72,801   15,446   1,724   11.2%    
Olympia 55,790   9,713   1,223   12.6%    
Rainier 3,356   804   98   12.2%    
Rochester1 9,538   2,196   327   14.9%    
Tenino 8,308   1,952   205   10.5%    
Tumwater 32,790   6,685   526   7.9%    
Yelm1 17,701   4,084   555   13.6%    

Thurston County S.D. Total 226,878   46,174   5,488   11.9%    
Washington State Total 5,689,554   1,085,845   147,427   13.6%    

Table 15

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2001.
Explanation: 1District boundaries cross outside Thurston County.

Thurston County School Districts
Estimate of School-Age Poverty Population, July 1999



Ethnic Group 1970 Percent 1980 Percent 1990 Percent

  Asian or Pacific Islander 393  0.5%  2,439  2.0%  5,982  3.6%  

  Black 207  0.3%  1,019  0.8%  2,709  1.6%  

  American Indian,
     Eskimo, or Aleut 582  0.8%  1,726  1.4%  2,552  1.5%  

  Hispanic1 687  0.9%  2,577  2.1%  4,277  2.6%  

  White 74,485  98.1%  117,327  94.4%  148,569  89.8%  

  Other race 227  0.3%  1,753  1.4%  1,426  0.9%  

  Total 75,894  100.0%  124,264  100.0%  165,515  100.0%  

1Hispanic affiliation represents place of origin and may denote people of any race. 

Explanations:  The 2000 Census was the first time that respondents were given the option of selecting one or more race categories 
to indicate their racial identities. For this reason, the Census 2000 data on race are not directly comparable with data from the 1990 
Census or earlier Censuses. 

Sources:  U.S. Bureau of the Census; TRPC.

Table 16
Population by Race and Ethnicity in Thurston County, 1970-1990



White Alone

Black/ 
African 

American 
Alone

American 
Indian & 
Alaska 
Native 
Alone

Asian 
Alone

Native 
Hawaiian 
& Other 
Pacific 

Islander 

Other 
Race 
Alone

Total Single 
Race

Two or 
More 

Races 
Total

Bucoda 628    578    0    5    14    2    8    607    21    13    
92%    0%    1%    2%    0%    1%    97%    3%    2%    

Lacey 31,226    24,417    1,490    416    2,423    330    676    29,752    1,474    1,843    
78%    5%    1%    8%    1%    2%    95%    5%    6%    

Olympia 42,514    36,246    805    553    2,473    125    713    40,915    1,599    1,863    
85%    2%    1%    6%    0%    2%    96%    4%    4%    

Rainier 1,492    1,381    8    27    11    4    12    1,443    49    58    
93%    1%    2%    1%    0%    1%    97%    3%    4%    

Tenino 1,447    1,310    12    17    45    1    28    1,413    34    55    
91%    1%    1%    3%    0%    2%    98%    2%    4%    

Tumwater 12,698    11,226    176    157    495    46    191    12,291    407    518    
88%    1%    1%    4%    0%    2%    97%    3%    4%    

Yelm 3,289    2,834    59    73    57    38    52    3,113    176    176    
86%    2%    2%    2%    1%    2%    95%    5%    5%    

Total Incorp. 93,294    77,992    2,550    1,248    5,518    546    1,680    89,534    3,760    4,526    
84%    3%    1%    6%    1%    2%    96%    4%    5%    

Total Unincorp. 114,061    99,625    2,331    1,895    3,627    532    1,826    109,836    4,225    4,866    
87%    2%    2%    3%    0%    2%    96%    4%    4%    

Thurston County 207,355    177,617    4,881    3,143    9,145    1,078    3,506    199,370    7,985    9,392    
86%    2%    2%    4%    1%    2%    96%    4%    5%    

Chehalis Reservation3 691    239    3    388    0    0    12    642    49    52    
35%    0%    56%    0%    0%    2%    93%    7%    8%    

Nisqually Reservation3 588    157    8    357    4    8    5    539    49    33    
27%    1%    61%    1%    1%    1%    92%    8%    6%    

Washington 5,894,121    4,821,823    190,267    93,301    322,335    23,953    228,923    5,680,602    213,519    441,509    
82%   3%   2%   5%   0%   4%   96%   4%   7%   

3Data is for the reservation as a whole, including those portions outside Thurston County.

Table 17
Population by Race and Hispanic Origin in Thurston County, 2000

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census.  Census 2000.

2The federal government considers race and Hispanic origin to be two separate and distinct concepts. Persons of Hispanic origin can be of any race.

Jurisdiction
Total 

Population
Hispanic 
Origin2

Total Population by Race1

Explanations: 1The 2000 Census was the first time that respondents were given the option of selecting one or more race categories to indicate their racial identities. For this 
reason, the Census 2000 data on race are not directly comparable with data from the 1990 Census or earlier Censuses.  



Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census.
Explanations:  Thurston County includes unincorporated and incorporated Thurston County.  Income earned by all 
household members 15 years of age and older.  2000 Census reflects 1999 income.  See Table V-2 for supporting 
data.

Figure 1
Median Household Income by Jurisdiction, Thurston County, 1999 
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