DRAFT


To Washington State House Members
The Agency Council on Coordinated Transportation (ACCT) writes to ask Congress to address the impact of high gas prices and low reimbursement rates on individuals driving as volunteers for charitable organizations. 

ACCT is a Washington State partnership of the Department of Transportation, Department of Social and Health Services, Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, Community Transportation Association of the Northwest, Washington State Transit Association, Washington Association for Pupil Transportation, Governors Committee on Disability Issues and Employment, Developmental Disability Council, consumers at-large, and state legislators. The Council’s vision is to remove transportation as a barrier to full participation in the community.   

Non-profit organizations that provide transportation for low-income individuals, seniors, and people with disabilities depend on volunteers to provide rides to life sustaining services. Unfortunately, high gas prices and a federally constrained reimbursement rate has created barriers for many individuals who would be willing to volunteer their time to their community. 
Non-profit organizations throughout Washington have seen volunteer drivers disappear from once robust programs. The loss of committed drivers not only hurts these programs but the people that depend on the services they provide. 
Congress can strengthen volunteer driver programs in two ways: 
1) Deduction Rate: Turn over authority to the Treasury Department to set an appropriate volunteer mileage deduction and allow Treasury to adjust the rate in the future.
2) Reimbursement: Exempt volunteer driver reimbursements from income at the business reimbursement rate.
ACCT asks Congress to take action to raise both the reimbursement and standard deduction to reasonable rates.
