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Rural Intercity Bus Program
The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) Rural Intercity Bus Program celebrates two years of operations this December. The individual transit lines of this innovative, nationally recognized program are known collectively as Travel Washington. Each of the three existing bus lines – Grape Line, Apple Line and Dungeness Line – celebrates a product produced in the region of Washington in which it operates. 

The program is made possible by private, unsubsidized capital investment by Greyhound to provide the required local matching funds. Federal 5311(f) funds are used for the program, and the state provides no funding. Private operators contract for two years through an open and competitive request for proposal bidding process. Contractually, these private providers are responsible for marketing and coordinating with local and regional public transport provides in their respective regions of the state. Each bus is wheelchair accessible, bound by two stations and equipped to carry bicycles and luggage in separate compartments. The three current rural bus routes are detailed below
Existing Rural Intercity Bus Services
Travel Washington Grape Line
The Grape Line was the first of the rural intercity bus routes. Beginning operations in December 2007, this route provides service between Walla Walla and Pasco with stops in communities between the two destinations. Riders enjoy scheduled connections with Greyhound and Amtrak in Pasco. Local transit connections are also are available in Walla Walla with Valley Transit and Columbia County Transit and with Ben Franklin Transit in Pasco. Additionally, new rural intercity service from Oregon connects with the Grape Line in Pasco.
Travel Washington Dungeness Line

The Dungeness Line operates between Port Angeles and SeaTac with scheduled connections to Victoria Ferries, Washington State Ferries in Kingston and Edmonds, Greyhound and Amtrak in Seattle, as well as international air travel at Sea-Tac International Airport. Additionally, the Dungeness Line connects with Clallam Transit in Port Angeles, Jefferson Transit in Port Townsend, Kitsap Transit in Kingston and King County Metro and Sound Transit in Seattle. The Dungeness Line also honors VA travel vouchers and provides direct trips to the VA hospital in Seattle for veterans on the Olympic Peninsula.
 
Travel Washington Apple Line

The Apple Line is the longest of the three current routes. Operating between Omak, Wenatchee and Ellensburg, the Apple Line serves small rural farming communities along the US 97 corridor. It makes direct connections to Sound Transit, Link Light Rail, Northwest Trailways and Amtrak in Wenatchee. And it makes scheduled connections with Greyhound in Ellensburg. 
The Apple Line also provides transportation options for seasonal workers along the US 97 corridor, and it serves as an important transportation option for clients of nonprofit transport providers in Omak and Okanogan.  

Future Service 

This Intercity Bus Program is growing. A fourth bus route is in the final planning stages to operate between Kettle Falls and Spokane along US 395. Service will provide connections to Greyhound, Northwestern Trailways and the new Idaho Department of Transportation sponsored rural intercity bus service in Spokane.
This route also will make connections with Spokane Transit at the downtown multimodal center, and serve the Spokane International Airport. Service is scheduled to begin July 1, 2010. 
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