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Welcome, introductions and approval of March meeting notes 

A motion was made to approve the minutes from the March meeting. The motion passed. 

 

Statewide Human Services Transportation Plan (HSTP) 

Jerry Ayres and Connie Soper gave an overview of this morning’s HSTP Planning Advisory 

Committee (PAC). This is the first time the state has attempted to develop a statewide plan. 

Some of the key outcomes of the process will be to identify both best practices and service 

gaps. A website will soon be developed and launched to keep the public informed, and four 

“listening sessions” around the state will serve as additional opportunities for the public to 

engage with the PAC. 

 

ABC – local rankings of grant projects 

Don mentioned that RTPO’s expressed interest in participating in the process for ranking local 

projects. The ABC list was developed as a means of identifying and ranking projects based in 

part on the needs and size of the senior, special needs and veteran populations of RTPO 

jurisdictions statewide.  

 

Allan pointed out a potentially misleading or inaccurate figure in the draft of the ranking list, 

and Don replied that it will be fixed before a final version is distributed.  

 

Pierce County update 

Marge Tully went over the program history of Pierce’s role as an advisory group to the Council, 

citing recent developments in coordinated transportation in the county. The county coalition 

will continue to identify transportation needs, work with its partners and develop new 

strategies. Marge expressed appreciation for all the Council’s work.  

 

Veterans’ transportation 

Don introduced Jason Beloso, who has taken on facilitation of this working group within his 

responsibilities as program manager for the Puget Sound/King County area. Jason then went 



over some of the initiatives at the federal, state, regional and local levels, many of which have 

just taken shape in the past two months. Among them are the WSDOT steering committee on 

veterans’ transportation, which is continues to meet monthly; and the county coalitions, which 

work to identify gaps and needs specific to local communities.  

 

Medicaid state plan update 

Todd gave a brief update on the Health Care Authority’s (HCA) state plan and some of the 

recent programmatic changes as part of the plan amendment. Budget complications at the 

federal level have yielded audits of the Medicaid program across the country, and HCA just 

went through one of its own. CMS continues to update its guidance and requirements, and 

brokers are always welcome to contact Todd or his staff for direction on how any changes 

affect their organizations. 

 

Member and audience comments 

Allan: OSPI just wrapped up the first year of its new funding system.  

 

Todd: CTS LanguageLink is the successful RFP for interpreter services.  

 

Alfie: She’s been working with Marge Tully on driver training for veterans programs. 

 

Don/Cathy: WSDOT’s Public Transportation Conference is August 26-29 in Bellevue.  Modules 

and tracks are coming together, and there will be some exciting speakers. 

 

Geri Beardsley: The feds recently enacted new railroad crossing requirements for commercial 

vehicles, and WSTA is working through some of the issues attendant to these regulations. 

 

Madelyn Carlson: QuadCo is finishing a feasibility study for transit in Lincoln County. 

 

Tim Renfro: Adult Day Health just celebrated a key milestone (two years of service) with 

another looming (100,000 trips).  


