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• North and south portal 
construction

• Update on tunneling machine
• Schedule and next steps
• Upcoming closures

Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Program Update



Envisioning the 

NORTH PORTAL



Building the 

NORTH PORTAL

North Portal 
December 29, 2015



North operations 
building

December 4, 2015

NORTH OPERATIONS
Building



Building the 

NORTH PORTAL

North portal 
January 6, 2016



Building the northbound 
lanes coming out of the 

SR 99 tunnel
January 6, 2016

Building the 

NORTH PORTAL



Envisioning the 

SOUTH PORTAL



The south portal work zone in 
December 2015

Building the 

SOUTH PORTAL



Rendering of the south portal operations building

Building the 

SOUTH PORTAL



Building the 

SOUTH PORTAL

The tunnel operations building
January 6, 2016



Filling the 

ACCESS PIT 



Repairing 

BERTHA

Getting ready to resume 
tunneling

December 15, 2015



Repairing 

BERTHA

Recent activities
• Access pit backfilling
• Performing load tests
• Building tunnel rings
• Removing tunnel soil with a 

barge
• Tunneling through the 

access pit wall
Backfilling 
access pit

Building rings



Repairing 

BERTHA



STP’s next steps
• Late January 2016: Reach planned maintenance site (Safe 

Haven 3)

• March 2016: Tunnel under viaduct

• January 2017: Complete tunneling

• June 2017: Final concrete pour

• April 2018: Complete testing and commissioning

• April 2018: Tunnel ready for traffic

Repairing 

BERTHA



2016 lane closures on

Aurora Avenue North



2016 lane closures on

Aurora Avenue North



How to REACH US

Website: 
www.AlaskanWayViaduct.org

Twitter: 
@BerthaDigsSR99

Email:
viaduct@wsdot.wa.gov

Hotline:
1-888-AWV-LINE

Our information center, 
Milepost 31, is located 
at 211 First Ave. S. in 
Seattle’s Pioneer 
Square neighborhood.



OFFICE OF THE WATERFRONT
January 12, 2016

ALASKAN WAY VIADUCT REPLACEMENT PROGRAM 
STAKEHOLDER GROUP



2015 WORK PLAN:
KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS
• Completed MarketFront (PC‐1 North) Development Agreement 
(May)

• Completed Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for 
Alaskan Way, Promenade and Overlook Walk (June)

• Aquarium Master Plan approved by Council (August)

• Maintenance Report completed (November)

• Design progress on critical utilities, including telecommunications, 
Seattle City Light and Seattle Public Utilities and Puget Sound 
Energy coordination (30% designs completed, continues in 2016)

• Continued stakeholder engagement (ongoing)



NEXT STEPS IN 2016

• Supplement Draft EIS for Alaskan Way, Promenade and Overlook 
Walk (spring)

• Develop MOU with Aquarium regarding next steps for expansion 
(summer)

• Complete updated 60% design of Main Corridor (summer)

• Final EIS for Alaskan Way, Promenade and Overlook Walk (fall)

• Cost Estimate and Validation Process (CEVP) workshop with 
WSDOT (fall)

• Complete City/WSDOT funding agreement (end of year)



SUPPLEMENTAL DRAFT EIS
• OW will complete a Supplemental Draft EIS 
in spring 2016

• Final EIS is anticipated in fall 2016

• In addition to the action and no action 
alternatives evaluated in the Draft EIS, the 
Supplemental Draft EIS will evaluate two new 
alternatives:  

 A narrower Alaskan Way that does 
not include dedicated bus lanes 
between Yesler and King streets 
(transit would operate in the general 
purpose lanes)

 A revised Overlook Walk to 
accommodate a potential Aquarium 
expansion project in that location



SCHEDULE



QUESTIONS? 
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ELLIOTT BAY SEAWALL PROJECT

Alaskan Way Viaduct 
Stakeholder Group

January 12, 2016
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WINTER 2016: CONSTRUCTION 
CONTINUES

– Work continues between 
University street and Yesler 
Way.

– Work begins between Pine 
and Pike streets

– Business will be open and 
accessible

– Some businesses will not 
have access for certain 
construction activities and for 
a limited duration

– Access to Colman Dock 
remains the same
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CONSTRUCTION CONTINUES
UNIVERSITY STREET TO YESLER WAY
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RECENT CONSTRUCTION HIGHLIGHTS
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THE WATERFRONT IS OPEN!
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JANUARY 2016 CONSTRUCTION STARTS
PINE TO PIKE STREETS
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QUESTIONS?

Email: seawall@waterfrontseattle.org

Website: waterfrontseattle.org/seawall

24‐hour hotline: 206‐618‐8584



Stakeholder Group Feedback



How to REACH US

Website: 
www.AlaskanWayViaduct.org

Twitter: 
@BerthaDigsSR99

Email:
viaduct@wsdot.wa.gov

Hotline:
1-888-AWV-LINE

Our information center, 
Milepost 31, is located 
at 211 First Ave. S. in 
Seattle’s Pioneer 
Square neighborhood.


