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e There will certainly be a negative impact on teachers/staff who come back to the island
(another round-trip on 1-90) to participate in late afternoon and/or evening school activities
such as sports teams coaches, leaders of musical programs and productions (the Marching
Band, Symphony, Wind Ensemble, Jazz Band, Choir, etc.) and other performing arts (plays,
musicals, Steel Drum Band), not to mention teachers/staff involved in leading the school
newspaper, debate teams, chess teams, school clubs, community service for students,
tutoring, curriculum nights, fund-raising events, parent-teacher conferences, school festivals,

" PTA involvement, etc.

Tolling 1-90 will certainly impact our ability to attract the best and brightest teachers and support staff
in order to continue to deliver the high quality educational programs many on the Island expect and
deserve. |thank you for the opportunity to weigh in on these important issues on behalf of the Mercer
Island School Board and the employees of the Mercer Island School District.

Sincerely,

Gary Plano, Ed.D.
Superintendent




