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Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information: Persons with disabilities may request this information be prepared and supplied in alternate formats by calling the Washington State 
Department of Transportation ADA Accommodation Hotline collect 206-389-2839. Persons with hearing impairments may access Washington State Telecommunications Relay Service at 
TTY 1-800-833-6388, Tele-Braille 1-800-833-6385, Voice 1-800-833-6384, and ask to be connected to 360-705-7097. 

Title VI Notice to Public: It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin or sex, 
as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any of its federally funded 
programs and activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated, may file a complaint with WSDOT’s Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO). For Title VI complaint 
forms and advice, please contact OEO’s Title VI Coordinator at 360-705-7098.

This project delivers real benefits, including:

Less congestion on I-5,  
and faster travel times for all drivers
Rush-hour travel time on I-5 between Seattle and Tacoma 
will be shorter. The project also will reduce traffic on  
SR 167 and SR 516, as drivers switch to SR 509 rather  
than SR 167/SR 516 as an alternative to I-5. 

A direct route for hauling freight 
South King County is home to many wholesale, manufactur-
ing and distribution businesses that move goods to and  
from Seattle, Tacoma and Sea-Tac Airport. The I-5/SR 509 
project would save freight haulers more than $60 million 
each year.

Improved access to Sea-Tac International  
Airport from the south 
Travelers driving from the south on I-5 would be able to  
exit onto SR 509 and take a new road to the airport.  

Cost savings to the public 
Using this route would reduce travel time, fuel use and 
wear and tear on your vehicle. 

A cleaner environment
Thousands of vehicles would use SR 509 rather than local 
streets, resulting in less air pollution in SeaTac, Burien,  
Des Moines, Federal Way and Normandy Park. Area streams 
would be enchanced, becoming better homes for salmon, 
trout and wildlife, as stormwater is collected and treated. 
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This project would reduce congestion in South King County by extending State Route 509 and adding lanes to  

Interstate 5. These improvements would save time and money for thousands of commuters, truckers, air travelers 

and others who drive between Pierce and South King Counties, Seattle and Sea-Tac International Airport.

How long would it take to make the  
I-5/SR 509 improvements?

Depending on funding resources, it will take 
six to seven years to construct the first project 
phase. Real estate purchases and final design 
would take two years. Construction would take 
four to five years. If funding became available 
in 2008, phase 1 would be completed in 2015 
and project construction could begin in 2009.

Please check out the map on the next page  
to view highlighted project phases and  
construction work to be completed.

Fall 2007I-5/SR 509 Corridor Completion and Freight Improvement Project5095

Project would add lanes to I-5  
and complete SR 509 

The I-5/SR 509 Corridor Completion and Freight  
Improvement Project would add more than six miles  
on I-5 in South King County. 

The project would complete SR 509 by building three  
miles of new freeway lanes and connecting them to I-5 
near South 210th Street. SR 509 also would connect  
with the new south access road to Sea-Tac Airport.

The project would improve the I-5/SR 516 interchange  
and build features to capture and clean stormwater.

As a result of this project, SR 509 would become a 
west-side alternative to I-5 for people driving cars and 
trucks between Seattle and South King or Pierce Counties.

The number of peak-hour vehicle trips in the I-5/SR 509 project 
area is projected to grow about 18% between 2006 and 2020. 

Future Travel in the Project Area

www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/I5/SR509FreightCongestionRelief

Craig J. Stone, PE
Urban Corridors Office Deputy Administrator 
WSDOT
206-464-1222
StoneC@wsdot.wa.gov

Susan Everett
Engineering Manager 
WSDOT
206-464-1215
EverettS@wsdot.wa.gov

Paul Johnson, PE
Project Engineer 
WSDOT
206-768-5680
JohnsPa@wsdot.wa.gov

Geoffrey L. Baillie, PE
Executive & Steering Committee Contact
Baillie & Associates, Inc.
253-858-1499
BailliG@wsdot.wa.gov

Dale Schroeder
Public Works Director
City of SeaTac
206-973-4720
 

Ralph Wessels
Aviation Project Manager 
Port of Seattle
206-988-5529

For more information:

I-5/SR 509
Project will extend  
SR 509 to I-5; add 

lanes on I-5 south to 
S. 320th; create new 

south access to  
Sea-Tac Airport

I-5/SR 161/SR 18 
Triangle 

Improvements
Changes will improve 
traffic flow and reduce 
accidents where I-5, 
SR 161 and SR 18 

connect in  
Federal Way  

SR 99
Alaskan Way Viaduct & 
Seawall Replacement 

Project

SR 167
Completion of the  

I-5/SR 509 project will 
reduce traffic demand 
on SR 167 by over 5%
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As a result of the Des Moines Creek Basin 
project, the creek – previously in a culvert – 
runs under the new Marine View Drive Bridge.

5

New I-5 lanes + completed SR 509 = shorter travel times 

The I-5/SR 509 Corridor Completion and Freight Improvement Project would increase freight 
movement and decrease congestion for all drivers. 

As part of this project, crews would:
• 	Build additional lanes on more than six miles of I-5 in South King County
• 	Complete SR 509 by building three miles of new freeway lanes and connecting them to I-5 	
	 near South 210th Street
•	 Connect SR 509 with the new raod to Sea-Tac Airport
•	 Improve the I-5/SR 509/SR 516 interchange
• 	Build features to capture and clean stormwater

After crews complete construction, SR 509 would become a westside alternative to I-5 
between Seattle and South King and Pierce Counties.

What has been done so far?

The I-5/SR 509 project is ready to go. The preliminary design has been done. State and 
federal permits and environmental documents are complete. 

The state Legislature together with project partners have provided $85 million in the 2003 
Nickel and the 2005 Transportation Partnership funding packages. WSDOT has used these 
funds for property purchases and the following construction projects.

•	 In July 2004, the project partners started environmental mitigation construction work  
	 that is part of the Des Moines Creek Basin Plan. The Marine View Drive Bridge Project is 	
	 complete and will improve drainage, reduce erosion and enhance fish and wildlife habitat 	
	 in the Des Moines Creek watershed. 

•	 SR 509-related work began in March 2005 as part of a separate project. This City of 		
	 Sea-Tac SR 99/International Boulevard Phase IV HOV Project is now complete will reduce 	
	 the impact of SR 509 construction.

This aerial photo of the north project area shows the new roads that would be built (highlighted in yellow).

Project to be constructed in phases
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Direct Connection 
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Phase 1 Construction

Projects to be built by WSDOT in Phase 1

Projects to be built by WSDOT in the future

Project to be built by Port of Seattle

Project to be built by City of Kent


