
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 

NOTICE HEREBY GIVEN that on August 28, 2014, the Federal Railroad Administration and 

the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) issued an Environmental 

Assessment for the following projects: 

Task 5 and Task 6 of the Kelso Martin’s Bluff Improvement Projects include improvements to 

support better passenger service, schedule reliability, improved travel times, and increased 

frequency in Amtrak Cascades service between Portland and Seattle. The Build Alternative 

would improve the flow of passenger trains through Kalama and Kelso by establishing a new 

main line for passenger train use, and new track switching. This would reduce passenger train 

through-travel times, caused when passenger trains await freight movement in and out of the 

Ports of Kalama and Longview. The Build Alternative would allow Amtrak passenger trains to 

operate at speeds up to 79 miles per hour. Specific project elements include:  

• Construction of approximately 4.1 miles of a third main line track near the Port of 

Kalama (Task 5) to the east of the existing double-track main lines from 

approximately Toteff Road north toward the Kalama River. Project includes 

improved turnouts, signal control points, and improved crash walls underneath the 

Oak Street roadway overpass and existing pedestrian overpass; 

• Task 6 would construct approximately 3.7 miles of a third main line track; in addition, a 

section of siding would be upgraded to main line track. New turnouts would be 

installed at either end to facilitate train movements on and off the new track. New 

signals and signal control points would be installed to aid in dispatch, train control, and 

accommodation of passenger rail operations;  

• In addition, the project would construct two new bridges and widen the rail 

undercrossing at South Pacific Avenue. One of the new bridges would be a single-track 

bridge over the Coweeman River. The other new bridge would be constructed adjacent 

to an existing bridge to accommodate the new third main line track over a private road.  

The project is located within Cowlitz County along the existing Pacific Northwest Rail 

Corridor through the cities of Kalama and Kelso.  

The Notice of Availability of the Environmental Assessment is issued in accordance with the 

National Environmental Policy Act, Code of Federal Regulations CRF 1500-1508; FRA's 

Procedures for Considering Environmental Impacts (64 CFR 28550, May 26, 1999); and, the 

Washington State Environmental Policy Act (WAC 197-11). Questions about the proposed 

project may be sent to WSDOT Rail Division, PO Box 47407, Olympia, WA 98504-7407. 

More detailed project information, including the Environmental Assessment, is posted on-line at 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/rail/kelsonewsiding/ (Task 5) and    

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/rail/kelsolongviewjct/ (Task 6) and available for public 

inspection Monday – Friday between 8AM-4:30 PM at WSDOT’s Headquarters Building, 

WSDOT Rail Division, located at 310 Maple Park Avenue SE, Olympia, WA 98501. 
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